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Joliet 
set  to  get 
pro  hoops 

By  Mike  Moody 

At  the  Joliet  City  Council  meeting 
held  Jan.  1 8 in  Joliet  City  Hall.  Interna- 
tional Basketball  League  Commissioner 
Mikal  Duilio  announced  the  addition 
of  a franchise  to  be  located  in  Joliet. 

The  Joliet  Panthers,  as  they  are  to 
be  called,  will  play  in  the  University  of 
St.  Francis  Recreation  Center  and  use 
the  Joliet  Catholic  arena  as  a practice 
facility. 

The  IB L is  a professional  basket- 
ball league  consisting  of  16  teams  lo- 
cated throughout  the  country  and 
Canada,  made  up  of  former  NBA  and 
international  players,  as  well  as  other 
talented  players.  The  league  plays  ba- 
sically by  NBA  rules,  with  some  excep- 
tions, ensuring  high-paced,  high  scor- 
ing games.  The  league’s  20-game  sea- 
son runs  from  April  through  June,  and 
there  is  only  one  game  per  season  that 
requires  flying,  so  that  the  rest  of  the 
away  games  will  be  within  driving  dis- 
tance for  fans. 

The  team  will  be  made  up  of  ap- 
proximately 1 2 players,  chosen  through 
a tryout  system  to  be  held  in  February. 
The  tryouts  will  be  open  to  the  public 
and  anyone  interested  is  encouraged 
to  turn  out.  The  exact  date  of  the  try- 
outs will-  be  announced  at  least  one 
week  before  tryouts. 

As  a professional  league,  the  play- 
ers that  make  the  cut  will  be  paid,  but 
the  salary  is  remains  undecided.  The 
league  is  already  scouted  by  the  NBA, 
providing  young  athletes  a chance  to 
move  up  to  the  big  leagues. 

One  player  already  on  the  team, 
Tony  Graves,  is  a Joliet  native.  Graves 
played  for  Joliet  Central  High  School, 
Northeastern  Oklahoma  Junior  College, 
Southwestern  Missouri  State,  and  in 
1993,  was  rewarded  with  a roster  spot 
to  play  power  forward/small  forward  for 
the  New  York  Knicks  before  going  over- 
seas. Graves  currently  resides  in  Joliet 
and  owns  a car  dealership  here,  mak- 
ing this  a true  hometown  team. 

In  addition  to  playing  league 
games,  the  team  intends  to  do  a great 
deal  of  community  work.  Graves  also 
said  they  plan  to  start  up  both  youth 
and  adult  leagues  in  Joliet  this  summer. 


For 

information  on 
the  team,  league 
and  tryouts  visit: 

wwxv.ibIhoopsonllne.com 


Main  Street 


Students 

volunteer 
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Steve  Decman  (tournament  director)  and  Dan  Archer  compete  in  an  intense  game  of  chess  at  the 
Main  Street  chess  table. 


to  help 
community 

By  Meta  Muchulis 

Are  you  interested  in  volunteer- 
ing? If  so,  JJC  wants  you! 

A community  service  "kick-off’ 
was  held  on  the  Bridge  Jan.  1 9,  encour- 
aging students  to  give  back  to  their 
communities  by  volunteering.  Stu- 
dents who  came  to  the  event  tilled  out 
questionnaires  to  specify  their  areas 
of  interest  in  volunteer  work  and  to 
note  what  their  schedules  allow. 
Completion  of  the  questionnaires  al- 
lowed students  to  score  some  free 
pizza  and  pop  and  enter  their  names  in 
a drawing  for  gift  certificates  to  popu- 
lar mall  stores  such  us  Sam  Goody  and 
Footlocker. 

Pam  Dilday,  coordinator  of  stu- 
dent activities  and  holistic  wellness, 
said  JJC  has  a goal  of  6,250  commu- 
nity service  hours  to  be  completed  by 
students  and  staff.  She  said  there  is  a 
"huge  need"  for  volunteers  in  local 
communities,  and  that  many  agencies 


Students  take  time  to  explore  JJC 
clubs  and  departments  at  Main  Street 


By  Randal  Donley 

The  Office  of  Student  Activities 
hosted  the  spring  semester's  Main 
Street  event  Jan.  26  and  27.  Students 
were  given  the  opportunity  to  explore 
the  different  clubs  and  academic  de- 
partments that  JJC  has  to  offer. 

There  were  56  tables  set  up  in 
the  C through  E concourse  between 
the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and  1 p.m.  Cam- 
pus clubs  took-up  37  of  the  tables 
which  left  the  other  19  tables  open 
for  the  different  departments  includ- 
ing: CIOS,  voter  registration,  the 
alumni  association,  the  honors  pro- 
gram, the  transfer  association  and 
numerous  others. 

Main  Street,  which  is  usually 
planned  for  the  third  week  of  the  new 
semester,  included  a bingo  game 
where  students  qualified  for  a vari- 
ety of  prizes,  according  to  Pam  Dilday, 
the  Holistic  Wellness  coordinator. 

The  prize  vault  contained  45 
prizes  which  students  collected  after 
they  were  contacted  via  telephone  by 
Dilday.  Students  held  on  to  bingo 
cards  that  required  the  traditional  five 
in-a-row  streak.  Students  were  able 
to  get  their  card  stamped  by  visiting 
the  specific  tables,  and  their  cards 
were  stamped  by  a variety  of  differ- 
ent images.  Afterwards,  the  cards 
were  turned  in  to  the  D-building  or 
on  the  bridge,  which  were  then  en- 
tered into  the  raffle.  The  first  1 00  stu- 
dents that  turned  in  the  bingo  cards 
also  received  a free  t-shirt. 


Photo  by  Collen  Harvey 

Student  Dan  Maffeo  takes  advantage  of  the  free  popcorn  and  candy 
that  he's  able  to  score  at  Main  Street. 


See  VOLUNTEERS  page  12 


Elevator 
project  in  J 
delayed 


Photo  by  Jim  Allocco 


JJC  student  waits  patiently 
for  the  working  elevator  to 
become  available. 

Repair  work  on  the  elevator  in  J- 
Building  has  been  delayed  because 
state  funding  for  the  project  tempo- 

The  repairs  initially  scheduled 
to  be  completed  by  Nov.  29  should 
be  completed  by  early  spring.  Hie 
construction  was  haultcd  when  the 
contractor  decided  it  could  not  con- 
tinue work  on  the  project  until  the 
state  came  up  with  the  funding,  ac- 
cording to  a college  spokesman. 

The  contractor  for  the  project  is 
Ron  Stonitsch  Construction,  of 
Joliet.  The  project  is  being  funded 
through  the  stale  Capital  Develop- 
ment Board. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 


Suicide  has  many  victims 

Committing  suicide  is  a selfish  and  pathetic  act,  and  on  Wednes- 
day, Jan.  26,  Juan  Manuel  Alvarez  of  Compton,  Calif.,  reached  an 
even  lower  low. 

Alvarez,  25,  parked  his  SUV  over  the  tracks  of  an  oncoming 
train  with  the  intent  of  committing  suicide.  But,  instead  of  waiting 
for  the  train  to  come,  he  bailed  from  his  car  at  the  last  minute,  while 
the  train  plowed  into  his  car  and  derailed. 

Alvarez  escaped  the  crash  injury-free,  but  those  aboard  the 
train  weren’t  so  lucky.  Reports  indicate  that  1 1 people  were  killed  in 
the  incident,  while  over  200  others  were  injured. 

We  are  only  given  one  life  as  far  as  we  know,  and  instead  of 
taking  one  life,  his  own,  Alvarez  took  1 1 of  them.  Anyone  distraught 
enough  to  consider  suicide  should  first  consider  the  potential  physi- 
cal and  emotional  harm  to  others  before  contemplating  such  a dras- 
tic action. 

This  worthless  individual  was  so  caught  up  with  his  own  miser- 
able life  that  he  never  considered  the  people  aboard  the  train  that 
was  charging  at  him.  More  than  200  mothers,  fathers,  children  and 
friends  were  traveling  at  about  70  miles  per  hour  as  the  train  they 
were  aboard  crashed  into  Alvarez’s  abandoned  Jeep  Grand  Chero- 
kee. 

A worker  on  the  scene  staled  that  an  elderly  man  with  broken 
arms  and  legs  asked  workers  to  pray  for  him  while  they  helped 
remove  him  from  the  wreckage.  Shortly  after  the  incident  he  was 
pronounced  dead. 

Another  victim  used  his  own  blood  to  write  his  family  a note, 
according  to  the  Associated  Press.  He,  fortunately,  lived. 

Alvarez  didn't  consider  the  lives  of  anyone  else  when  he  self- 
ishly decided  to  kill  himself  in  such  a public  manner.  He  only  had 
one  thing  in  mind,  and  that  was  himself. 

According  to  the  Jed  Foundation,  an  internet  suicide  informa- 
tion site,  suicide  is  the  second  leading  cause  of  death  among  col- 
lege-age students. 

Although  we  may  all  fee  1 pressure  and  anxiety  due  to  work, 
school  and  family,  there  are  other  ways  for  us  to  cope  with  our 
problems  other  than  considering  suicide. 

If  options  like  starting  a hobby  or  writing  your  feelings  on  paper 
haven ’t  helped,  there  are  several  suicide  hotlines  devoted  to  helping 
those  in  need  of  assistance.  The  Joliet  number  to  call  is  (815)  722- 
3344. 

If  you  are  feeling  any  kind  of  pressure  and  are  even  remotely 
considering  suicide,  please  call  and  ask  for  help.  Consider  the  people 
that  you  may  inadvertently  hurt  with  your  actions. 
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Presidential  party  gets  rowdy 

$40  million  gathering  brings 
elite,  protesters  to  Washington 


By  Ian  Wright 

It  was  a cold  and  cloudy  day  in 
the  city.  Police  officers  lined  the 
streets.  Thousands  of  people  waved 
flags,  banners  and  signs  behind  the 
barricaded  avenue.  Guards  on  motor- 
cycles rumbled  into  view  followed  by 
swarms  of  armed  soldiers.  Blue  and  red 
lights  flashed  rapidly  from  black  ar- 
mored cars.  Four  men  in  long  suit 
coats  surrounded  a black  Cadillac, 
where  a shadowy  figure  waved  to 
spectators  from  the  backseat.  Snipers 
peered  down  from  the  rooftops.  Po- 
lice dogs  ferociously  searched  for 
suspicious  material.  Men  on  horse- 
back trotted  behind  the  marching  sol- 
diers. A deep  voice  bellowed  from 
loudspeakers  as  the  dark  motorcade 
crept  slowly  up  the  wide  street. 

No,  fellow  students,  this  was  not 
a Nazi  procession  or  an  Imperial  oc- 
cupation; this  was  Mr.  Bush’s  grand 
inauguration. 

How  Much  Money?  Over  40  mil- 
lion dollars  (not  including  security 
costs)  was  spent  on  this  ridiculous 
spectacle  of  pomp  and  circumstance 
that  took  place  in  Washington  D.C. 
on  Thursday,  Jan.  20.  No  expense  was 
spared  while  Bush  reveled  in  his  vic- 
tory. 

Who  was  to  pay  for  all  of  this, 
you  ask?  The  good  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington had  to  cough  up  a large  chunk 
of  the  money.  It’s  even  more  shock- 
ing to  know  that  the  residents  of  the 
capital  voted  overwhelmingly  in  favor 
of  John  Kerry  in  the  2004  election  (90 
percent  to  be  exact). 

Fort  Washington  Our  nation’s 
capital  was  held  in  virtual  imprison- 
ment for  the  inauguration  events.  Un- 
precedented security  was  viewed  in 
all  comers  of  the  city.  Riflemen,  armed 
guards,  snipers,  barricades  and  sur- 
veillance cameras  made  Washington 
look  more  like  a walled  citadel  than  a 
shining  beacon  of  open-mindedness 
and  liberty.  The  right-wing  media  tried 
to  convince  the  American  people  of  a 
terrorist  threat  that  would  disrupt  the 
inauguration.  Let's  face  it,  fellow  stu- 
dents, nothing  happened.  No  bomb- 
ing. No  assassination.  It's  obvious 
why  there  was  so  much  security.  How 
disheartening  it  is  to  realize  that  an 
American  president  would  need  so 
much  protection  from  his  own  people! 

Wartime  President  In  the  past, 
a president's  inauguration  during  war 
was  significantly  low-key.  President 
Roosevelt's  inauguration  during 
World  War  II  could  be  likened  to  a 


coffee  and  donut  get-together. 
Georgie’s  big  day  was  slightly  differ- 
ent. When  would  he  receive  a better 
time  to  invite  all  his  redneck  friends  and 
fellow  capitalist  fat  cats  to  indulge  in  a 
string  of  parties  and  feasts  in  honor  of 
his  re-coronation?  Who  cares  if  there's 
a war  going  on  that  has  killed  over  1 ,200 
young  Americans!  Who  cares  if  there 
was  a world-wide  tsunami  disaster  that 
claimed  the  lives  of  over  100,000 
people!  Who  cares  if  poverty  still  rears 
its  ugly  head  in  this  country!  Why 
should  our  president  care  about  all  of 
these  major  problems  when  he  can 
throw  an  awesome  party?  Talk  about 
40  million  dollars  well  spent! 

The  Big  Speech  Bush  delivered 
his  inaugural  address  to  a crowd  of 
thousands.  The  entire  speech  was  lit- 
tered with  references  to  liberty  and  free- 
dom over  and  over  again,  with  no  clear 
details.  “The  best  hope  for  peace  in 
our  world,"  Bush  said,  “is  the  expan- 
sion of  freedom  in  all  the  world." 

Expansion?  Interesting  word 
choice.  Freedom  is  great,  but  how  many 
countries  does  he  plan  on  invading  to 
further  this  goal?  Even  now,  there  is 
talk  of  an  invasion  of  Iran.  Does  Bush 
seriously  believe  that  Americans  will 
blindly  stand  behind  him  while  an  en- 
tire generation  of  young  people  is 
slaughtered  in  wars  of  folly?  During 
Bush’s  speech,  a young  protester 
yelled,  “Hey,  Bush,  what  about  the 
poor?  How  many  have  you  sent  to 
Iraq?" 

I don't  think  Bush  heard  him. 

Opposition  Along  the  parade 
route,  supporters  and  protesters  alike 
crowded  the  sidewalks  of  Constitution 
and  Pennsylvania  Avenue.  Some  of  the 
organizations  participating  in  the  dem- 
onstrations were  United  for  Peace  and 
Justice,  Code-Pink.  Billionaires  for 
Bush  and  Anarchist  Resistance.  The 
protesters  held  the  American  flag  up- 
side down  (a  powerful  symbol  of  dis- 
tress), carried  banners  and  signs 
(among  my  favorites  were  ‘I  want  my 
country  back'  and  ‘Draft  the  Bush 
twins’),  booed  loudly,  and  gave  Bush 
the  finger  as  his  shiny  Cadillac  passed 
by.  One  protester  threw  a piece  of  fruit 
at  Bush’s  vehicle,  prompting  the  mo- 
torcade to  speed  up  considerably. 
When  the  armored  monstrosities  would 
reach  areas  of  blind  and  cheering  sup- 
porters, they  would  slow  down  to  a 
crawl. 

What’s  wrong  with  this  picture? 

What  saddens  me  is  the  blunt  re- 
ality of  this  situation.  The  inaugura- 
tion of  an  American  president  should 
never  be  like  this ! America,  at  one  time. 
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was  a model  for  the  world.  Our  coun- 
try was  a symbol  of  freedom  and  equal- 
ity for  the  downtrodden  and  op- 
pressed. What  message  does  it  send 
to  the  international  community  when 
they  see  our  hated  president  cowering 
behind  an  armored  car  in  fear  of  what 
his  own  people  might  do  to  him?  What 
will  the  world  think  of  us  when  they 
see  a war-mongering  redneck  occupy- 
ing the  House  of  White  for  the  second 
time? 

A Modest  Parade 

When  the  motorcade  reached  its 
destination.  Bush  took  a seat  in  the 
viewing  box  next  to  Mama  and  Papa 
Bush  to  watch  his  parade.  In  a 
blatant  show  of  militarization  and  war, 
soldiers  and  mounted  police  officers 
filed  past  the  viewing  box.  To  even 
things  out,  a slew  of  marching  bands 
followed  close  behind.  The  University 
of  Texas  has  a special  spot  in  the  pa- 
rade, dressed  in  stylish  orange  and 
white  cowboy  uniforms.  Bush  seemed 
pleased. 

In  the  next  four  years,  Bush  has  a 
lot  on  his  To-Do  list.  The  40  million 
could  no  doubt  have  gone  into  the 
economy,  healthcare,  education,  pov- 
erty, environmental  purposes  or  to  help 
relieve  our  record  deficit.  On  the  other 
hand,  Bush  could  just  focus  on  keep- 
ing those  who  elected  him  happy. 
Thank  you,  religious  freaks!  Thank 
you,  homophobes!  Thank  you,  pro- 
lifer?,! Thank  you,  Kv>\  Royc!, Thank 
you  all  for  helping  re-elect  the  worst 
president  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States  of  America! 

The  rest  of  us,  however,  aren’t  so 
happy.  We  young  people  are  down- 
right furious. 

In  the  December  issue  of  The  Pro- 
gressive magazine,  Medea  Benjamin 
stated  in  an  interview,  "With  four  more 
years  of  the  Bush  administration,  many 
more  of  us  are  going  to  get  arrested. 
We  are  going  to  have  to  be  very  vis- 
ible and  very  loud.” 

Fellow  students,  Benjamin  is  not 
preaching  domestic  terrorism,  or  reck- 
less violence,  she  is  simply  reminding 
Americans  of  their  constitutional  right: 
the  right  to  disagree  with  the  govern- 
ment. A powerful  symbol  of  defiance 
and  resistance  is  evident  in  this  right, 
and  no  one,  not  even  Bush  himself, 
can  take  that  away  from  us.  If  we  as 
young  Americans  remember  that  it's 
okay  to  disagree  with  government  poli- 
cies, we  as  a nation  will  embody  a 
strong  sense  of  awareness  about  who 
we  are  and  where  we  came  from.  One 
cannot  be  given  freedom;  one  must 
take  it. 


Ever  feel  like  you 
have  something 
to  say  but 
nobody  to  listen? 

The  Blazer  provides 
the  opportunity  for 
your  voice  to  be 
heard.  We  welcome 
anybody  who  is  inter- 
ested in  news  or 
sports  writing. 
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So,  what’s  your 


Randal  Donley 


At  issue: 

Door-holding 


I'm  not  going  to  fuss  or  complain 
about  the  way  that  modem  men  have 
lost  the  lack  of  respect  for  women.  My 
issue  relies  more  in  the  simple  intrica- 
cies that  we  encounter  everyday. 

Holding  doors  open  for  one  an- 
other is  one  of  the  easiest  forms  of 
human  decency.  But,  door  holding  has 
become  a coriimon  nuisance  that  glues 
students  and  educators  together 
through  our  common  suffering.  How 
long  should  you  stand  there?  How 
many  people  do  you  let  through?  Is  it 
OK  to  go  through  the  handicap  en- 
trance? 

It’s  usually  considered  polite  to 
hold  the  door  open  for  someone  who 
is  a short  distance  behind  you.  Once 
in  a while  you’re  holding  the  door  open 
for  someone  far  and  they  are  left  feel- 
ing obligated  to  speed  up  rather  than 
keep  you,  the  Good  Samaritan  and  pos- 
sibly a chronic  door-holder,  waiting.  At 
what  point  does  the  holding  of  doors 
become  too  much  and  what  conditions 
allow  you  to  let  the  door  shut? 

I propose  a standard  distance  for 
door-holding.  For  argument’s  sake,  let’s 
sail'd  feel.jlf soirleprtels ^yitttirt  lOfe'et 
of  tlie  cSoor,  {he  boor  remains  open, 
otherwise,  move  on.  The  only  draw- 
back from  being  considerate  is  the  risk 
of  people  darting  through  in  masses, 
taking  advantage  of  the  munificent 
open-door  policy.  This  is  a true  trag- 
edy among  compulsively  polite  indi- 
viduals, many  of  whom  suffer  a short- 
term degree  of  derangement  from  stand- 
ing and  waiting  for  each  person  to 
scurry  through. 

On  the  other  hand,  having  to  jog 
to  a door  because  of  someone’s  polite 
gesture  may  seem  more  inconvenient 
than  helpful.  You’re  still,  however,  com- 
pelled to  respond  with  a delicate  “thank 
you”.  In  order  to  avoid  the  jog  and 
painful  appreciations,  give  the  holder 
some  sort  of  hand  signal.  Politely  wave 
them  off  with  sincere  gratitude,  affirm- 
ing that  it's  OK  to  let  the  door  shut. 

So  there  you  have  it.  Don’t  hold 
the  door  for  someone  more  then  10  feet 
away  (unless  it’s  a special  situation, 
say,  when  someone  hasn’t  heard  of  a 
book  bag).  Politely  wave  someone  off 
if  you  don'  t want  the  door  held  open 
for  you.  And  for  the  sake  of  all  human 
sanity,  a nice  smile  and  a “thank  you” 
can  go  a long  way.  And  if  you,  the  door- 
holder,  are  feeling  especially  nice, 
“you’re  WelcomV'  mighl'be  in  Suit. 


Jim  Allocco 


door-lwlding: 


t rides  on  the  art  of 


It  doesn't  matter  if  it  is  a man  or 
woman,  anyone  in  the  age  group  of  1 0- 
60  should  have  the  door  held  open  for 
them  for  no  longer  than  7.5  seconds. 
Chivalry  died  along  with  sexism. 

However,  in  the  case  of  an  attrac- 
tive member  of  the  opposite  sex  fol- 
lowing behind,  one  may  hold  the  door 
for  no  longer  than  9.2  seconds,  be- 
cause any  distance  further  than  9.2 
seconds  away  is  too  far  to  tell  whether 
or  not  this  person  is  attractive. 

Anyone  over  60  is  probably  go- 
ing to  take  a longer  time  to  make  it  to 
the  door,  so  instead  of  waiting  for  a 
longer  period  of  time,  one  should  actu- 
ally wait  less.  The  elderly  normally 
have  bad  vision,  so  let’s  say  one  could 
get  away  with  holding  the  door  no 
longer  than  3.9  seconds. 

Any  children  10  or  younger 
should  be  accompanied  by  an  adult.  If 
one  sees  an  adolescent  traveling  solo, 
please  call  your  local  milk  producers  to 
distribute  their  photos  onto  new  car- 


These  rules  are  certainly  part  of 
an  infallible  bible,  but  as  we  all  know, 
bibles  can  be  amended.  Here  are  a few 
exceptions: 

In  the  case  of  someone  pushing  a 
stroller  or  carrying  random  heavy  ob- 
jects, it  is  perfectly  plausible  to  wait 
1 2.4  seconds  or  even  longer  in  times  of 
ecstatic  generosity. 

Also  if  the  door-holdee  is  within 
visible  range  and  is  a family  member, 
boss  or  someone  seen  on  a regular  ba- 
sis, I advise  holding  the  door  as  long 
as  required  to  prevent  any  unwanted 
aggravation. 

By  the  way,  if  any  of  these  people 
are  dragging  one  of  those  stupid  roll- 
ing backpacks,  one  may  wait  as  long 
as  one  prefers  only  to  wittingly  slam 
the  door  just  before  their  unsolicited 
entrance. 


Andrew  Hrubec 


As  if  the  subtleties  of  dating 
weren’t  difficult  enough,  now  the  idea 
of  holding  a door  open  too  long  has 
become  an  issue  brought  up  by... you 
guessed  it. . .none  other  than  a female. 
Until  any  woman  has  walked  one  day 
in  my  shoes.  I don't  want  to  hear  that 
it’s  more  difficult  to  understand  men 
than  women. 

Women  say  that  they  want  a guy 
that  will  be  sensitive  and  caring.  They 
want  a man  who  will  pull  their  chair  out, 
and  yes,  even  open  doors  for  them.  But 
what  kind  of  men  do  they  date  instead? 
Most  girls  that  I have  met  are  attracted 
to  the  stereotypical  "bad  boy"  that 
would  prefer  to  drink  and  scratch  his 
crotch  than  to  open  a door  for  a woman. 

But,  growing  up  in  a household 
with  a mother  who  has  a heart  of  gold 
and  a sister  who  had  her  share  of  heart- 
ache, I learned  quickly  how  to  treat  a 
lady. 

Opening  doors  became  one  of  the 
easiest  ways  to  make  a good  impres- 
sion on  not  only  the  girls  that  I date, 
but  also  my  elders  and  fellow  peers. 

Obviously  if  a person  is  directly 
behind  you  it's  only  common  courtesy 
to  at  least  give  the  door  an  extra  shove 
or  nudge  in  order  for  it  to  stay  open  for 
a few  more  seconds. 

For  senior  citizens  and  women 
with  strollers  and/or  other  ankle-biters, 
I give  them  the  opportunity  to  give  me 
the  smile  of  acceptance.  After  I receive 
the  signal,  I am  prepared  to  stay  in  the 
door-holder  position  for  no  more  than 
15  seconds.  If  I receive  no 
acknowledgement  of  my  good  inten- 
tions, I will  restrict  myself  to  no  more 
than  7 seconds. 

As  far  as  women  go.  I’ve  always 
been  a firm  believer  in  the  "wait  and 
bait”  theory.  I’ll  wait  a few  extra  sec- 
onds for  them  to  get  closer  to  the  door 
so  I can  evaluate  the  situation. 

For  an  attractive  woman.  I'll  take  a 
step  back  and  allow  them  to  enter  in 
front  of  me.  For  women  that  aren’t  as 
attractive,  the  previously  mentioned 
“door  nudge"  is  more  than  enough  for 
them  to  realize  that  you  care. 

For  me,  holding  a door  open  for 
guys  is  a different  story.  I'll  wait  no 
more  than  3 seconds,  and  if  it  takes 
longer  than  that  for  them  to  get  to  the 
door,  they  get  half  a nudge  and  then 
they're  on  their  own. 


Left:  One  polite  gentleman  is 
caught  unknowingly  holding  the 
door  open  for  several  students  as 
they  take  advantage  of  the  “ open - 
door"  policy. 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


Question  of 
the  issue 

President  Bush  recently  asked 
congress  for  a reported  $80 
billion  to  help  fight  the  war 
in  Iraq.  If  congress  offered 
you  $80  billion,  what  would 
you  do  with  it? 


"I'd  take  over  Microsoft  and 
moke  n product  that  actually 
works  correctly. " 

Rob  Lewis, 

Music  Education 


“/  would  purchase  an  island. 
Then  I would  Iniilil  an  awesome 
mansion  with  a huge  go-kart 
track.  I'd  also  buy  the  Chicago 
Dears. " 

KaiUyn  Novak, 
Communications 


"First.  I'd  make  sure  that  my 
family  and  those  in  need  are 
taken  care  of  Then,  I would  try 
to  help  with  health  care  in  the 
United  Stales.  I woidil  try  to 
create  more  jobs  and  I would 
donate  to  charities. " 

Justin  Clash, 

Associate  in  Arts 


"I'd  buy  a car,  open  my  own 
beauty  salon  and  buy  my  mama 
and  daddy  new  houses.  ” 

Arriel  Green, 

Business 


"I  would  donate  some  money  to 
JJC  to  build  a bridge  from  the  J- 
Building  to  the  T-Building. " 

Craig  Raino, 

Biology 


"I  would  spend  some  money  to 
help  with  education  and  the 
health  t are  standards  here  in 
the  U.S.  And  / would  also  make 
JJC  into  a four-year  institution 
and  donate  money  towards  the 
tsunami  disaster. " 

Jennifer  Sanford, 

Elementary  Education 


Photos  by  Andrew  Hrubec 
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FAFSA  Workshop 

There  will  be  a FAFSA  Work- 
shop to  assist  parents  and  students 
in  the  completion  of  (he  financial 'aid 
form  later  this  month. 

This  workshop  will  be  held  in 
rooms  C2015.C20l6andC2017on  the 
Main  Campus  on  Saturday,  Feb.  26. 
Bring  copies  of  completed  2004  taxes 
to  this  workshop. 

Art  gallery 

The  JJC  Laura  A.  Sprague  art 
gallery  will  be  on  display  until  Feb. 
1 8 between  the  hours  of  8 a.m.  and  8 
p.m.  Monday  through  Friday.  For 
more  information  contact  Joe 
Miloscvich  at  ext.  2423. 

Online  help 

The  University  of  Phoenix  will 


News  Briefs 


have  an  online  accelerated  degrees  in- 
formation session  Feb.  21  from  5 p.m. 
to  7 p.m.  in  room  F- 2001.  For  more  in- 
formation contact  Julie  Boyce  at  ext. 
2537. 

School  spirit 

On  Feb.  3,  JJC  students  are  invited 
by  the  Spirit  Committee  to  show  school 
spirit  by  wearing  the  school  colors. 

Relay  for  life 

Students,  staff,  friends  and  family 
members  are  invited  to  join  the  Relay 
for  Life  walk  for  cancer  at  Lewis  Uni- 


versity. There  is  a registration  fee  for  peb.  7, 8. 
signing  up  after  Jan.  31  but  anyone 
looking  for  more  details  can  contact 
Pam  Dilday  at  ext.  2202.  The  event  will 
be  April  15.  16  starting  with  an  open- 
ing ceremony  at  7 p.m. 


Alcoholics  Anonymous 

Meetings  are  every  Tuesday  in 
room  T-2072  from  7:30  p.m.  to  8:30  p.m. 

Valentines  Day 

In  the  spirit  of  Valentines  Day, 
there  will  be  a Hug-n-Kisses  sale  be- 
tween 1 1 a.m.  and  1 p.m.  on  the  bridge 


The  study  of  science  has  always 
been  central  to  the  mission  of 
Benedictine  University.  At 
Benedictine,  you  will  use  the  latest 
technology  to  carry  on  a tradition 
of  excellence  in  the  sciences.  Learn 
more  by  contacting  us  today! 


, Benedictine 
University 


Join  us  Saunday,  February  S for 

Science  Open  House 

Designed  for  transfer  students,  high 
school  students  and  their  families. 


(630)  829-6300  • admlsslons@ben.edu  • www.ben.edu/Jc 


When  you  transfer  | 
to  DcPauPs  School 
or  Computer  Science,  ^ 
i'clccomniunicarions  and 
Information  Systems  (that’s  CTI  for 
short),  you’re  transferring  to  the  largest, 
most  innovative  technology  program  in  die 
country.  CTI  has  unique  features  such  as 
Course  OnLine,  where  you  can  replay  your 
classes  24  hours  a day.  Our  many  specialized 
labs  offer  you  an  opportunity  to  not  only 


A PROGRAM  FOR 
THOSE  WHO  THINK 

‘Bilingual 


MEANS  KNOWING 


JAVA  and  C++. 


use  leading  edge 
technology  in  your 
studies,  but  also 
develop  it.  Plus,  you’ll  have 
access  to  numerous  research  opportunities. 
So  if  a superior  technology  degree  is  what 
you’re  looking  for,  we  speak  your  language. 

EPDePauiUniversity 

SCHOOL  OF  COMPUTER  SCIENCE, 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  AND 
INFORMATION  SYSTEMS 


For  more  information  visit  depaul.edu/cticommunitycollege 


Karaoke  fun 

Students  and  staff  are  invited  to 
test  their  vocals  through  a Karaoke 
event  Wednesday  Feb.  9 between  1 1 
a.m.  and  1 p.m  on  the  OSA  Bridge. 


BSU  events 

The  Black  Student  Union  club  will 
host  a bake  sale  Feb.  3 on  the  bridge 
and  a poetry  slam  on  Feb.  22.  For  more 
information  contact  BSU  President 
Tasha  at  4872002@yalioo.com 


Culinary  Arts 
announcement 

Team  coach.  Chef  Kyle 
Richardson,  led  the  JJC  Hot  Food 
competition  team  to  a first  place, 
gold  medal  victory  in  a recent  com- 
petition  held  in  Florida. 
Richardson  also  took  second 
place  and  a silver,  medal  ip  , a 
seperate  chefs  competition. 

Students  on  the  winning  JJC 
culinary  art  team  include:  Brendan 
Macklin,  Mitchell  Gierke,  Frank 
Rog,  Stephanie  Munich,  Joseph 
Caccamo  and  Erica  Kendall. 

No  day  classes 

Personal  and  Professional 
Development  Day  will  be  held 
Thursday  Feb.  10  for  faculty  and 
staff.  Day  classes  are  canceled. 


Student  government 
ready  for  recruitment 


By  Jim  Allocco 

Anyone  still  unaware  of  the  Stu- 
dent Government  is  probably  going  to 
be  learning  a lot  about  it  this  month. 

Student  Government  has  set  aside 
February  for  two  important  open  fo- 

The  first  forum,  Thursday,  Feb.  3, 
will  feature  JJC  President  J.D.  Ross 
from  1-2  p.m.  on  the  Bridge,  where  he 
will  be  inviting  students  to  ask  him 
about  nearly  anything. 

At  his  last  forum  Ross  discussed 
everything  from  tuition  to  backpacks 
to  bicycling,  said  Jim  Nugent,  president 
of  the  Student  Government. 

‘‘He’s  invested ,in  vyfyat  the  stu5M 

has  an  answer  for  them,”  said  Nugent. 

Student  Government  is  also  plan- 
ning a recruitment  forum,  which  will  be 
held  Tuesday,  Feb.  22,  from  3 to  4:30 
p.m.,  and  Wednesday,  Feb.  23,  from  1 2 
to  1 :30  p.m.  on  the  Bridge. 

The  forum  is  going  to  have  a "Did 
you  know?"  theme,  where  officers  will 
be  asking  and  answering  fundamental 
questions  in  hopes  of  generating  more 
complex  questions  from  interested  stu- 
dents. 


“Hopefully  people  will  ask 
questions,  and  hopefully  we’ll  have 
the  answers  they  seek,"  said 
Nugent. 

The  main  cause  is  to  let  stu- 
dents know  what  the  Student  Gov- 
ernment does  and  make  students 
aware  of  the  benefits  that  they  pro- 
vide. 

“The  Student  Government 
benefits  in  two  ways,”  said  Nugent. 
"It  benefits  the  students  by  provid- 
ing a voice  for  them  and  benefits 
the  members  by  preparing  us  for 
leadership  in  the  ‘real  world.’” 

All  members  will  be  introduc- 

.iwiSMwSwaB'irtwrtK#*- 

eryone 

means  to  them  as  well  as  letting  stu- 
dents know  Student  Government  is 
here  for  them. 

The  forum  will  also  be  featur- 
ing several  guest  speakers  from 
throughout  the  college,  and,  as  al- 
ways, students  will  be  supplied  with 
food. 

Student  Govern, ipent  meets 
Thursdays  on  the  Bridge  at  3 p.m. 
Their  next  meeting,  Feb.  3,  however, 
will  be  held  at  Centennial  Commons. 


Appointed 

representatives  for  Student 
Government  committees 


Adviser 

H Student  Trustee 
IS  President 

■ Vice  President 

Promotion/ 
Programming 
| Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

Centennial 

Commons 

I CCC  Rep. 

I TPC 

Student  Government  is 
getting  involved. 


Anissa  Jones 

Sadia  Zazimi 
Jim  Nugent 

Peggy  Clauss 
Chris  Patterson 

Lauren  Magosky 
Aaron  Reed 

Nathan  Isaacson 

Brad  Kenaga 

looking  for  people  interested  in 
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First  impressions  make  the  difference 


By  Randal  Donley 

First  impressions  are  important  to 
today’s  world.  Such  initial  thoughts 
can  determine  whether  someone  is 
liked,  whether  or  not  someone  buys  a 
car  and  whether  or  not  a particular  job 
gets  offered.  As  beneficial  as  good  first 
impressions  can  be,  there  is  more  to 
make  up  for  with  a bad  first  impression. 
Therefore,  it’s  vital  to  know  what 
people  look  for  and  what  makes  for  a 
good  first  impression. 

Many  students  and  staff  members 
attended  the  first  Brown  Bag  lecture  of 
the  spring  semester  Jan.  19  titled,  “Par- 
don me,  but  your  first  impression  is 
showing”.  The  presentation  explored 
the  different  aspects  of  good  and  bad 
first  impressions. 

Bobette  Wolesensky,  of  the 
speech  department,  prepared  and  pre- 
sented the  lecture.  As  an  icebreaker, 
everyone  eyed  someone  in  the  room 
and  quietly  evaluated  them  from  ques- 
tions on  a handout  and  with  a time  limit 
set  for  35  seconds.  The  nine  questions 
ranged  between  guessing  the  person’s 
age,  their  political  and  marital  status  to 
what  kind  of  animal  they  would  choose 
to  be. 

"People  make  1 1 assumptions 
Within  30  seconds  of  first  meeting 
somebody,”  Wolesensky  said  in  her 
speech. 

Within  four  minutes,  people  are 
judged  by  these  eight  primary  topics: 
trust,  compassion,  reliability,  intelli- 
gence, capability,  humility,  friendliness 
and  confidence. 

A study  by  UCLA  concluded  that 
85  percent  of  decisions  are  based  from 
what  is  seen.  Bearing  the  other  1 5 per- 
’•-cent  is  sound  and  touch. 

Hie  lack  of  a firm  handshake  might 
give  someone  the  wrong  feeling,  espe- 
cially from  a woman’s  point  of  view. 
Women  tend  to  pay  more  attention  to 
a handshake  than  men  do.  Other  things 
that  effect  someone’s  perception  when 
they  first  meet  a person  is  eye  contact, 
timeliness,  tone  of  voice  and  proximity 
(how  close  or  far  someone  is  stand- 
ing). 

As  discussed  in  the  speech,  that 
first  impression  allows  everyone  to 


evaluate  the  way  someone  looks,  acts, 
talks  and  basically  stereotype  others. 
It  is  debated  whether  or  not  television 
has  conditioned  everyone  do  this. 

After  watching  a silent,  two  minute 
video  clip  titled,  “Sam’s  Graduation 
Party,”  everyone  at  the  lecture  was 
asked  to  shout  assumptions  based  on 
the  clip.  The  short  exercise  gave  ev- 
erybody the  opportunity  to  see  what 
they  look  for  in  someone’s  first  impres- 
sion and  compare  it  to  the  first  impres- 
sion they  give  off  themselves.  Recog- 
nizing the  actions  that  they  don’t  see 
as  favorable  when  they  first  meet  some- 
one can  prevent  what  is  called  the  halo 
effect. 

That  first  impression,  good  or  bad, 
will  always  reflect  back  to  the  person’s 
initial  thoughts  when  they  first  met  the 
other  person.  A good  first  impression 
that  portrays  the  person  in  a good  light 
is  more  likely  to  receive  easier,  more 
favorable  questions  and  more  likely  to 
be  understood  during  a job  interview, 
compared  to  someone  who  didn’t  pro- 
vide a good  first  impression.  However, 
the  psychology  of  first  impressions 
shows  that  people  tend  to  favor  the 
negative  over  the  positive. 

Wolesensky  challenged  the  audi- 
ence by  asking  if  people  are  “hard 
wired”  to  recognize  and  pay  more  at- 
tention to  the  negative  aspects  about 
somebody  versus  the  positive.  Other 
audience  members  argued  that  it  was 
OK  to  concentrate  on  the  off-putting 
characteristics  of  somebody  as  long  as 
they  are  aware  of  what  they  are  doing 
and  are  able  to  set  those  assumptions 
to  the  side. 

By  understanding  the  thought 
process  people  have  when  they  first 
meet  somebody,  everyone  will  finally 
be  able  to  improve  their  own  first  im- 
pressions. 

In  bringing  up  a quote  by 
Confucius  through  a PowerPoint, 
Wolesensky  stresses  that  “in  all  thing, 
success  depends  on  preparation...” 
Making  the  point  that  it’s  important  to 
get  ready  for  that  first  impression  for  a 
job  interview,  making  a sales  pitch  or 
even  meeting  the  parents  of  the  sig- 
nificant other. 


Future 
brown  bag 
events 


■ “Joliet  Raceway” 

Feb.  16,  Ken  Kohrs, 
noon,  J-0006 

■ ’’Gender  Issues” 

March  3,  Dr.  Roy  a Falahi- 
Kharaghani,  noon,  J-0006 


■ ’’The  Roots  of  Anti- 
Irish  Discrimination 
in  19th  Century 
America” 

March  15,  John  Lyons, 
1 2:30  p.m.,  J-0006 
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Open  committees 

The  following  committees  are  open  to  anyone  interested 
in  getting  involved  with  Student  Government.  The 
recruitment  forums  will  he  Feb.  22,  3 p.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
and  Feb.  23,  12  p.m.  to  1:30  p.m. 


Code  of  Conduct 


AQIP 


EHS 


Academic  Standards 


TPC 


i ... 


On  January  29,  Governors  State  University  held  its  34th  commencement. 

About  600  men  and  women  received  bachelor's  or  master's  degrees. 

They  are  well  prepared  to  move  on  with  their  careers  and  their  lives. 

It  was  a happy  day  for  them  — and  Pie. 

I would  be  honored  to  present  you  with  a GSU  diploma  one  day.  , 

JL  Governors 

OPEN  HOUSE  March  5 9:30  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m.  State 

University 

Empower  yourself 


708.534.4490  www.govst.edu 


empower  yourself 
One  University  Parkway,  University  Park,  IL  60466 
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$0  Deposit 
$0  Application  Fee 


Whether  you're  buying  or  selling  books,  see  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 


February  2,  2004 


^TEXTBOOKS  815.773.1800 


1 1 06  H ou bolt  Road  • Joliet  • Across  the  street  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 


Getting  more  for  your  used  books  at  Joliet  Textbooks  is  a feeling  everyone  loves. 
That's  why  we  buy  books  back  every  business  day.  All  colleges  All  universities. 

So  don't  even  think  of  selling  your  books  anywhere  else  until  you  check  out 
what  they're  worth  at  Joliet  Textbooks  first  Then. . .get  ready  to  feel  the  love. 


visit  us  at  15  24  Centennial  Qjiiye^  ; 

or  for  more  information'  Cal  I"  STS -7  3 O-T  020  1 


You're  acting  giddy.  There's  butterflies  in  your  stomach. 

A warm,  tingling  sensation  is  floating  through  your  body. 

Is  it  love,  or  is  it  because  you  just  discovered  how  much  cash 
Joliet  Textbooks  will  give  you  for  your  used  books? 
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Internet  bloggers  merging  with  ‘real  worlcP  scenarios 


Commentary 


By  Brandi  Campbell 

Some  call  it  a cess  pool,  some  call 
it  a virtual  coffee  shop  — It’s  the 
blogosphere.  In  a world  where  commu- 
nication is  the  key  to  understanding 
.one  another,  the  blogosphere  has 
taken  things  to  unimagined  levels,  and 
all  in  the  comfort  of  one’s  own  home. 
Geography  and  economic  resources 
are  irrelevant  in  the  blogosphere,  and 
that  is  why  it  is  a vital  part  of  our  glo- 
bal existence — but  what  is  the 
blogosphere? 

In  the  earlier  part  of  1999,  only  a 
handful  of  web  logs  existed  on  the 
internet,  which  were  run  by  web  site 
: developers  who  were  keen  on  the  subtle 
art  of  HTML.  Most  of  these  web  logs 
contained  links  to  other  sites  with  simi- 
lar types  of  content. 

However,  in  August  of  1999,  a 
small  revolutionary  infant  was  birthed 
by  the  name  of  Blogger.  It  was  an  im- 
mediate hit.  Blogger.com  allowed  the 
average  internet  user  to  type,  publish 
and  share  her/his  thoughts  in  a fast 
and  easy  way.  Ever  since  then,  a mo- 
saic of  various  blogs  ranging  in  con- 
tent from  personal  diaries  document- 
ing every  mundane  detail  of  one’s  life, 
to  moment-by-moment  accounts  of  the 


World  Trade  Center  attacks  on  Sep.  1 1 , 
to  live  political  reports  have  graced  the 
internet  and  become  a living,  breath- 
ing force  of  humanity's  collective  con- 
sciousness. 

‘Real’  journalists  have  been  fasci- 
nated with  this  phenomenon,  and  have 
published  an  endless  amount  of 
Blogosphere-related  articles  about 
them  in  an  attempt  to  captivate  the  un- 
canny ability  of  the  every  __ 
day,  cell-like  citizen  to  report 
world  happenings  in  some- 
times half  the  time  that  major 
network  journalists  do. 

A number  of  newspaper 
journalists,  after  researching 
and  writing  pieces  on  blogs. 
have  become  enthralled 
the  blogoshpere  themselves,  creating 
their  own  blogs.  This  has  resulted  in  a 
large  amount  of  these  blogging  news- 
paper journalists  to  lose  their  jobs,  as 
many  newspapers  do  not  appreciate 
their  journalists  giving  away  free  key- 
strokes to  the  public,  as  well  as  writing 
anything  about  their  particular  news- 
paper. 

One  journalist  by  the  name  of 
Rachel  was  a writer  for  a major  paper  in 
Durham,  North  Carolina.  Her  blogger 
name  was  ‘The  Sarcastic  Journalist,’ 
and  she  captured  readers  with  her  witty 


cynicism  of  every  day  life.  However, 
Rachel.  like  so  many  other  blogger-jour- 
nalists, was  fired  (while  eight  months 
pregnant),  and  was  forced  to  retreat 
back  to  her  home  in  Houston,  Texas, 
where  she  now  resides  with  husband 
and  child,  never  missing  a day  of 
blogging.  One  is  able  to  read  this  ex- 
journalist’s  daily  posts  at 
www.SheNuls.com. 


" I've  read  blogs  before. 
They’re  kinda  creepy.  I don’t 
have  time  to  make  one,  and  I 
am  a private  person." 

Carly  Barret,  JJC  student 


Not  all  stories  of  the  blogosphere 
merging  with  the  ‘real’  world  are  quite 
as  grim.  Before  Democrat  presidential 
hopeful,  Howard  Dean,  shouted  into  a 
microphone  causing  weary  onlookers 
to  question  his  ability  to  lead  a politi- 
cal party  and  instead  chose  a large 
melting  corpse-like  figure  to  do  so,  the 
Deaniacs  were  on  a roll  and  had  high 
hopes. 

The  Dean  campaign  owed  a large 
amount  of  their  success  to  the 
blogosphere.  Howard  Dean’s  cam- 
paign manager,  Joe  Trippi,  tapped  into 


the  then  semi-underground 
blogosphere  and  launched  a well- 
needed  ‘‘grass  roots”  campaign  which 
fueled  his  rise  to  the  top  (until  other 
adverse  circumstances  knocked  the 
campaign  down).  Trippi’s  savvy 
internet-based  campaign  jutted  up  hun- 
dreds of  blogs  to  get  the  word  out  about 
Howard  Dean.  They  really  reached  to- 
ward people,  young  people,  and  got 

them  excited  about  politics 

through  blogging.  Since  then, 
many  other  political  related  tele- 
vision programs  and  campaigns 
have  latched  onto  the 
blogosphere  in  order  to  be  heard. 
The  Dean  campaign  was  revolu- 
tionary to  suy  the  least.  It  wasn’t 
— televised;  it  was  online! 

Joliet  Junior  College  student  and 
occasional  blogger,  Robert  Trayncre, 
had  this  to  say  about  blogs,  ‘‘Some  are 
informative.  Just  easy-lo-do  and  update 
web  pages,  for  the  lay-person.  They  are 
interesting.”  Not  all  students,  however, 
are  as  enthusiastic  about  the 
blogosphere,  as  non-blogger  and  Joliet 
Junior  College  student,  Carly  Barrett, 
noted,  “I’ve  read  blogs  before.  They're 
kinda  creepy.  I don’t  have  time  to  make 
one,  and  1 am  a private  person.  Plus, 
my  drunk  uncle  is  always  on  the  gosh- 
dam  computer.” 


Probably  the  most  important  thing 
noted  in  the  quotes  was  when  Robert 
mentioned  how  blogs  are  for  the  ‘lay- 
person.’ The  simplicity  of  creating  a 
blog  is  the  essential  importance  of 
them.  In  a world  where  freedom  of 
speech  is  sometimes  clipped,  blogs 
provide  an  excellent  source  of  self-ex- 
pression for  every  walk  of  life.  It  was  a 
blogger  who  first  released  the  photos 
of  military  caskets  being  returned  to 
the  U.S.  which  later  sparked  contro- 
versy. Bloggers  in  Baghdad  were  ac- 
counting the  events  unfolding  as  their 
city  was  destroyed  in  early  2003. 
Bloggers  are  everywhere,  and  blogging 
is  an  incredible  benefit  to  the 
individual's  otherwise  suffocated 
voice.  Just  think  of  how  much  better 
Anne  Frank’s  diary  would  be  if  instead 
of  rationed  paper,  she  had  a blog  to 
record  her  life. 

Blogging  is  here  to  stay,  and  for 
the  most  part,  an  amazing  way  to  con- 
nect the  cogs  of  every  country,  who 
weave  themselves  into  one  prevailing 
psyche  which  encompasses  the  globe 
and  gives  voice  to  anything  that  so 
desires  one.  It’s  a place  for  political 
movement,  self-expression,  business 
dealings  and  a dumping  ground  for 
compulsive  writers  plagued  by  tedious 
thoughts.  That's  the  blogosphere. 


Part  Time  Job  Opportunities 


Do  you  like  cars  and  watching  auto  racing? 

Would  you  enjoy  the  outdoors,  while  interacting  with  various 
exotic  cars  and  the  people  associated  with  them?  You  will  soon 
have  that  opportunity  and  actually  get  paid  to  do  it! 

The  new  Autobahn  Country  Club  in  Joliet,  IL  will  be  opening  in 
the  Spring,  2005. 

There  will  be  a need  for: 

• EMTs  and/or  paramedics 

• Ragging  and  communications  comer  workers 

• Some  clerical  help 

Specialized  Training  will  be  provided,  where  necessary. 

In  order  to  accept  position  applications,  there  will  be  a Job  Fair 
Open  House  10:00  AM  to  3:00  PM  on  Saturday,  February  12, 
2005  at  the  Autobahn  Country  Club  on  Patterson  Road  in  Joliet, 

IL. 


More  Autobahn  Country  Club  information  (pictures,  maps,  directions,  etc.)  is  available  on  the  website; 

www.autobahncountryclub.net 

(If  you  have  a strong  interest,  but  are  unable  to  attend  the  open 
house,  call  Tom  Bagley  @ 815-671-7542.) 


WWW.WORKFORSTUDENTS.COM 
Customer  Sales/Service 
$13.00  Base-Appt. 
Flexible  Schedules 
Scholarships  Available 
Conditions  Apply,  All  Ages  18+ 
Call  Today!  708-460-8090 


TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Undergraduate  Degree 
Programs  Include: 


Information  Technology  Computer 
& Management  Science 


Part-Time 

Full-Time 

Convenient 

Online 

Degree 

Short  Course 

Certificate 


I IT  provides  the  skills 
and  knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  1 00  degree 
and  certificole 
programs  ovoilable 


(onpi'ii  ant  Nrtwoik  Security 

Pri|Kt  Moiapcnair 

Hsrmiklig  Did  Canminlciiuni 

Ssfrwto  Dudapntnl 

Don  Minofonwl 

Intent  aid  Eliriranit  (onnsiti 

Syrtimx  WfiinhlMtlon 

Industrial  Technology 
& Management 

Induitilol  Lo| itlics 
Iflduifilol  fodlilici 
lonufoctulog  Techneltgy 


Electrical  & 

Computer 

Engineering 

Architecture 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Humanities 

Civil 

Engineering 

Psychology 


» Transfer  Scholarships 
Available  j 

i Locations  in  Wheaton 
and  Chicago  !! 

» Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  a bachelors  degree 
Make  an  appointment  with  an  adviser  today 


www.iit.edu 

(630)  682-6001 
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Around  cam 


The  following  pictures  have  recently  been  taken  this 
spring  semester.  The  events  are  described  starting 
at  the  top  left  moving  clockwise. 


( 1)  Keynote  speaker,  Barry  Scott,  delivers  a lecture  on 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and  his  role  in  the  civil  rights 
movement  Jan.  21.  (2)  A member  of  the  Hoots  Theatre 
Ensemble  uses  his  vocals  to  express  MLK's  influences. 
(3)  The  Hoots  Theatre  Ensemble  performs  for  students 
on  the  OSA  Bridge.  (4)  Angel  Curry  shows  interest  at 
the  JJC  Women’s  College  table  at  Main  Street.  (5)  Joan 
Beaudry  (left)  takes  information  on  Student  Government 
with  her  after  she  listens  to  members  Peggy  Clauss  and 
Meaghan  Kresek.  (6)  John  Tantiwohges,  a Lance 
Corporal  for  the  U.S.  Army,  donates  blood  at  the  Blood 
Drive  Jan.  31  on  the  OSA  Bridge. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Roderick  Harris 
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Photo  courtesy  of  Roderick  Harris 


Photo  by  Cciteen  Harvey 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 


Chiropractic. . . 

The  Right  Choice  For  Your  Future 

Is  your  dream  to  become  a doctor,  to  study  in  beautiful  surroundings,  with  a world-renowned 
faculty  and  state  of  the  art  facilities  - what  more  could  you  want  in  a professional  education? 

Logan  College  students  receive  all  this  and  more!  If  you  are  ready  to  accept  the  challenge 
of  graduate  professional  study  in  science,  physiotherapy,  nutrition,  radiology,  clinical 
sciences,  chiropractic  techniques  and  extensive  clinical  rotations,  then  Logan  College 
is  the  place  for  you. 

Logan  College  of  Chiropractic  gives  you  the  skills  to  help  patients  get  well 
through  non-invasive  healthcare  while  preparing  you  to  earn  a substantial 
income  commensurate  with  your  position  as  a Doctor  of  Chiropractic. 

Most  DC’s  work  in  a private  practice  setting,  providing  time  for  family 
and  other  important  quality  of  life  priorities. 

Contact  Logan  College  at  1-800-533-9210  or  at  loganadm@logan.edu 
to  receive  an  information  packet  describing  the  world's  fastest  growing 
healthcare  profession.  You  can  also  visit  our  website  at  www.logan.edu. 


Be  In  Demand.  I 

Stay  In  Command. 


"if  I had  to  do  it  all  over  again. 
I'd  do  it  right  after  high  school. 
/ would  never  have  taken  any 
time  to  do  anything  else.  I get 
trained  and  I get  paid  also. 
That  is  what  attracted  me  to 
this  to  begin  with. " 
Louise  Medina 
Sheet  Metal  Workers  Local  265 


r M 


The  TRCA  is  committed 
to  increasing  skill  levels. 
You'll  receive  a high  degree 
of  high  tech  education. 


• Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

» Eam-While-You-Learn 
continuing  educational 
process. 

» Job  security. 

► Increased  skill  levels 

* Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a career? 


The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 
helps  you  to  take  command  of  your 
future  with  a career  in  the  local  union 
construction  trades  where  you  can  earn-while- 
you-leam. 

Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security;  and  a life- 
time of  learning. 

Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command,  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades 

at  www.threenca.com. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 


The  Alliance  That  Works. 
Together. 
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adventure  through  T-Lot 


By  Andrew  Hrubcc 

Imagine  this  scenario:  The  alarm 
sounds,  but  after  a rough  night  you 
decide  to  slap  the  snooze  button  for  an 
extra  10  minutes  of  sleep.  Unfortu- 
nately, that  extra  time  costs  you  a de- 
cent parking  spot.  Now,  you  find  your- 
self circling  the  lot  like  a buzzard  stalk- 
ing its  prey.  Finally,  the  frustration 
mounts  and  you  move  on  to  the  only 
guaranteed  location  on  campus. . .T-Lot 
North. 

You  park,  gather  your  books,  and 
suddenly  you  real- 
ize  what’s  in  store 

for  you.  ...I  blacked  out  and 

Firs|, J,c  dc-  was  motionless  on  the 

cided  to  put  a fence  , ,,  , 

around  the  parking  QTOUnd  aS  3 result  Of 

lot  to  prevent  stu-  dehydration. 

dents  from  walking  

otheJ-Building  vi 


fore  we  embarked  on  this  radical  ex- 
pedition. I was  a bit  nervous  about 
the  journey,  but  Jim  reassured  me  that 
we  would  survive  the  horrific  trek. 
Mere  seconds  before  we  began,  Jim, 
wobbly-kneed  and  light  headed, 
cleared  his  stopwatch  and  declared, 
"We're  all  set.  Skipper.”  And  it  was  at 
that  moment  that  Jim  and  I realized 
that  we  were  about  to  take  on  an  ad- 
venture that  was  possibly  too  unbear- 
able for  two  ill-equipped  journalists. 

The  weather  was  frigid,  and  the 
parking  lot  was  covered  with  ice, 
snow  and  ice-covered  snow.  It  was 
very  difficult 


the  road.  As  a result,  you  have  to  walk 
all  the  way  from  your  parking  spot, 
through  the  other  lots,  through  the  T, 
A,  C.  D,  E,  F buildings,  across  the  bridge 
and  through  the  H-Building  in  order  to 
gel  to  your  class,  which  happens  to  be 
on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  J-Building. 

This  is  a hypothetical  situation 
that  could  occur  to  any  student  on  cam- 
pus. In  order  to  get  an  understanding 
for  how  difficult  and  traumatizing  this 
would  be,  I deemed  it  necessary  to  en- 
dure the  horrific  winter  elements  on  a 
late  Thursday  night  at  JJC  to  enlighten 
my  fellow  students, 

Jim  Allocco  (Blazer  co-editor)  and 
I parked  in  the  farthest  parking  spot 
available  in  T-Lot  North.  We  took  a few 
moments  to  stretch  and  warm  up  be- 


)  keep  c 
footing  on 
the  rough 
terrain,  but 
as  we  looked 

elderly  Ha- 
waiian man, 
Jim  stated, 


"If  he  can  tread  through  this,  we  sure 
as  hell  can!” 

With  the  encouraging  support  of 
Jim,  we  proceeded  to  trudge  through 
the  wicked,  winding  winds  and  blis- 
tering snow.  We  advanced  at  a nor- 
mal paced  walk,  and  as  we  ap- 
proached the  notorious  south  side  T- 
Lot,  we  decided  to  see  how  long  it 
took  us  to  walk  from  one  parking  lot 
to  the  next.  The  official  time  was  re- 
corded at  2 minutes  and  58  seconds. 

Just  moments  after  checking  his 
watch,  Jim  looked  over  at  me,  but  I 
was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  He  looked 
to  his  left,  then  his  right.  It  wasn't  until 
he  looked  down  that  he  realized  that  I 
blacked  out  and  was  motionless  on 
the  ground  as  a result  of  dehydration. 


Jim  Alloco  aids  Andrew  Hrubec  as  he  struggles  with  dehydration  and  the  uncompromising 
weather  in  the  south  side  T-Lot. 


Everything  was  a blur  to  me,  but  I 
know  that  if  it  hadn'  t been  for  Jim  and 
his  trusty  bottle  of  Aquafina,  I would 
have  been  a goner. 

After  I was  back  to  a conscious 
state  of  mind,  we  got  back  on  track  to 
our  intended  destination.  In  an  at- 
tempt to  make  the  time  go  by,  we  be- 
gan telling  stories  of  our  childhood 
escapades.  Jim  shared  a story  about 
a three-legged  hamster  that  he  sold 
to  a mime  in  Paraguay.  I,  on  the  other 
hand,  told  the  story  of  my  estranged 
uncle  who  was  once  a star  of  the  Ca- 
nadian Football  League.  After  shar- 
ing tales  of  our  youth,  we  realized 
that  we  were  destined  for  greater 
things.  We  will  become  famous  ex- 


plorers, like  Louis  Joliet  and  Jacques 
Marquette,  who  walked  these  fertile 
parking  lots  nearly  350  years  ago. 

The  moment  that  we  stepped  foot 
into  the  soothing  warmth  of  the  T- 
Building,  Jim  began  to  weep  in  a way 
that  only  a nearly  frozen  man  could.  I 
consoled  him  as  he  gasped  for  air.  Each 
breath  was  like  trying  to  shove  one  of 
Jennifer  Lopez’s  butt  cheeks  through 
a keyhole. 

The  hard  part  was  over.  The  rest 
of  our  adventure  would  be  as  smooth 
as  the  elevator  repairs  on  campus. 

Nearly  14  minutes  later,  we  found 
ourselves  atop  the  fourth  floor  of  the 
J-Building.  We  reached  our  goal.  At 


Tor  A Great 
Spring  Rush! 


exactly  13  minutes  and  47  seconds 
we  were  approached  by  the  angel 
Gabriel,  who  proclaimed,  “Gentle- 
men, you  have  accomplished  a very 
honorable  service.  For  this  you  shall 
be  rewarded." 

Shortly  after,  I rushed  Jim  to  the 
emergency  room  where  he  gave 
birth  to  a bouncing  baby  boy.  We 
named  him  G-Zeus. 

Although  this  story  may  be 
slightly  embellished,  the  walk  was 
real  and  the  time  are  completely  non- 
ficticious.  To  avoid  these  complica- 
tions, avoid  hitting  the  snooze  but- 


The  JJC  Bookstore 
Is  The  ONLY 
Bookstore 

Owned  Sc  Operated  By 
Joliet  Junior  College! 


Summer  I Sc  II 
Textbooks 


February  4th  Ms  The  last  Mbs®? 
For  itefi,  Moehstoee  Loams*  amd 
Other  WimameUd  Aid  Zyams&etiamsf 


The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day! 
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Ounir  Large  Selection. 
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Pffcmw  .A.tt  Y<n>tmir  JJJTO  EB©©lcst<rDB°©  l 


The  hike 

Late  school  arrival 


leads  to  unexpected 


Aurora  University 


• Earn  or  complete  your 
bachelor’s  degree, 

• Jump  start  your  career  with 
day  or  evening  classes. 

• Apply  online  (application  fee 
waived)  at  www,  aurora.edu. 


Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 


r 

I Aurora 
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The  African  American  presence  on  campus 


Take  your  next  step. Transfer  to 
Loyola  University  Chicago. 


Snapshots 
in  color 


Kiana  Green 

For  African-Americans  higher 
education  has  always  been  seen  as  a 
privilege,  an  opportunity  worth  tak- 
ing advantage  of.  However,  as  a 
whole  community,  is  higher  educa- 
tion among  this  race  being  utilized  to 
its  full  potential?  Although  African- 
American  college  enrollments  have 
shown  promising  statistics,  particu- 
larly at  Joliet  Junior  College,  the 
amount  of  unity  among  students  has 
decreased.  While  African-Americans 
are  making  up  roughly  10  percent  of 
the  enrollments  at  JJC  and  mildly 
greater  than  10  percent  at  nationwide 
junior  colleges,  it’s  almost  impossible 
to  tell. 

Unity  has  become  Virtually  non- 
existent among  African-American 
students  outside  of  historically  Black 


colleges  and  universities,  and  that  lack 
of  unity  may  very  well  be  affecting  the 
greater  community.  As  a fellow  JJC  stu- 
dent and  African-American,  concern 
over  the  lack  of  a grounded  Black,  and 
I do  mean  Black,  student  voice  has 
began  to  demand  attention.  Upon  my 
arrival  to  the  campus  in  the  first  week 
of  spring  classes,  I noticed  a lack  of 
two  very  important  instruments.  The 
first  was  the  lack  of  unity,  other  than 
the  midday  clique  gatherings  on  the 
Bridge,  among  the  African-American 
student  population.  The  second  was 
the  absence  of  a strong  African-Ameri- 
can voice.  However,  I must  give  credit 
where  it  is  due,  and  the  Black  Student 
Union  has  courageously  grasped  onto 
the  role  of  forming  a Black  leadership 
organization  to  provide  a medium  for 
students.  And  although  this  medium 
is  present,  BSU  is  still  attempting  to 
gain  more  and  more  members  to  join  in 
its  purpose.  With  opportunities,  such 
as  BSU,  the  Blazer,  and  Student  Gov- 
ernment positions  so  readily  acces- 
sible, one  has  to  wonder  why  these 
outlets  aren’t  being  effectively  taken 
advantage  of. 

It  took  years  for  African-Ameri- 
cans to  win  the  fight  to  have  their  needs 
addressed  in  employment,  healthcare, 
social  conditions  and  especially  in  edu- 


cation in  order  to  provide  rights  and 
privileges  for  generations  to  come.  And 
these  needs  could  not  and  would  not 
have  been  met  had  it  not  been  for  the 
uniting  of  communities  all  over  the 
country.  That  unity  worked  to  build  a 
stronger  African-American  stance, 
opinion  and  voice  within  every  com- 
munity, and  from  them,  advancements 
from  employment  to  technology  to 
healthcare  to  education  were  made  pos- 
sible on  the  behalf  of  every  generation 
to  come.  As  a small  community  within 
the  large  student  body  of  JJC,  we  must 
learn  to  unite  with  one  another  to  help 
open  doors  and  provide  opportunities 
not  already  accessible.  In  order  to  pro- 
vide a forum  for  issues  that  affect  Afri- 
can-American students  at  JJC,  I'm  cre- 
ating this  addition  to  the  school  news- 
paper. It  may  be  a minor  step  in  the  pe- 
tition toward  a better  understanding  of 
our  race,  culture  and  beauty,  but  it  is 
exactly  that,  a step.  Information  is  the 
key  in  this  community,  and  higher  edu- 
cation must  remain  at  the  top  of  the  list 
of  factors  deemed  detrimental. 

Because  there  remains  a lack  of 
resources,  and  sometimes  a lack  of 
motivation  for  African-American  stu- 
dents, it  can  be  difficult  to  obtain  infor- 
mation on  financial  aid  processes,  rec- 
ognition of  important  educational  pro- 


grams, career  programs  and  advance- 
ment opportunities,  money-making  and 
money-saving  endeavors  and  other  el- 
ements that  are  important  to  the  com- 
munity. And  as  a student  of  higher  edu- 
cation. now  is  the  lime  to  gather  and 
retain  as  much  information  as  possible 
in  order  to  keep  our  dreams  alive.  And 
what  better  way  to  gain  and  provide 
information  other  than  communication. 
Communicating  with  one  another, 
studying  together,  participating  in  mu- 
tually interesting  activities,  volunteer- 
ing for  one  another  and  even  tuking 
time  to  know  each  other  are  initial  steps 
to  uniting  a community  worth  recog- 
nizing for  more  than  just  entertainment, 
i.e.  sports  and  music. 

A simple  hello,  a discrete  wave  or 
even  a warming  smile  may  be  all  it  takes 
to  invite  someone  else  into  your  world, 
to  share  a piece  of  you.  And  within 
that  unity,  a strong  voice  may  grow 
from  within.  Let’s  make  sure  our  needs 
are  being  met  as  an  individual,  a stu- 
dent, a race,  and  that  we  arc  recognized 
in  all  of  our  endeavors,  accomplish- 
ments and  dreams.  Remember  our  an- 
cestors and  that  it  all  began  with  a 
dream.  Who  knows,  it  may  be  our  smiles 
and  dreams  that  make  a name  for  the 
next  era  to  come.  Make  it  a good  one 
worth  remembering. 
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Horoscopes 

Capricorn 

(12/22-1/19) 

The  circus  only  comes  to  town 
once  a year.  Don’t  miss  it,  because 
your  estranged  father  is  the  human 
cannonball. 


Aquarius 

(1/20-2/18) 

The  Miracles  will  invite  you  to 
Smoky  Robinson's  birthday  party  on 
February  19.  However,  Smoky  will 
storm  out  prematurely  after  learning 
that  you  have  spiked  the  punch. 

Pisces 

(2/19-3/20) 

You  will  emburk  on  a whirlwind 
adventure  that  will  lead  you  to  New 
Haven,  Connecticut.  While  there,  you 
will  drink  Guinness  with  John  Kerry 
as  he  explains  to  you  why  Larry  is  his 
favorite  of  the  Three  Stooges, 

Aries 

(3/21-4/19) 

Upon  learning  that  people  huve 
forgotten  the  importance  of  the  Knn- 
sas-Nebraska  Act,  you  will  create  a 
large  sign  staling,  “Respect  Old  Tip." 

Thuras 

(4/20-S/20) 

After  vowing  to  celibacy,  you 
will  have  your  knees  sewn  together. 
This,  however,  will  bring  on  muny 
walking  issues. 


Gemini 

(5/21-6/21) 

After  purchasing  a stnlc-of-lhe- 
ail  mixer  from  Kenny  Wuym-  Shep- 
herd. you  will  open  your  own  line  ol 
power  drinks.  The  top-seller  will  l>e  a 
combination  of  raisins,  beets  and  as- 
paragus. 


Cuncer 

-(6/22-7/22) 

After  leaving  a fruit  smoothie  in 
your  bedroom  for  nearly  a month,  you 
will  find  a new  form  of  bacteria  swim- 
ming in  the  cup.  The  bacteria  will  greet 
you  iind  declare  that  they  are  the  cure 
for  flatulence. 


Leo 

(7/23-8/22) 

Amongst  the  popularity  of  the 
rubber  wristband  craze,  you  will  cre- 
ate a hot  selling  band  that  stales  "I 
hate  fads." 

Virgo 

(8/23-9/22) 

Your  global  peace  banquet  at  "R 
Place"  in  Morris  will  be  copaseiic  un- 
til Suint  Lucia's  ambassador  to  the 
United  Nations,  Julian  Robert  Huntc, 
begins  to  arouse  your  grandmother. 

Libra 

(9/23-10/22) 

While  sharpening  your  pencil, 
you  will  be  complemented  for  your 
skills  by  an  attractive  classmate.  You 
will  instantly  become  a model  for  Bjc. 

Scorpio 

(10/23-11/21) 

While  "Googling"  Johnny 
Appleseed,  you  will  unearth  docu- 
mentation that  he  was  in  fact  a travel- 
ing male  prostitute. 

Sagittarius 

(11/22-12/21) 

You  will  find  that  your  life  will 
lake  an  unexpected  lum  for  the  better 
when  you  get  an  offer  to  be  an  un- 
professional cow  milker. 
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Review 


By  Ian  Wright 

Many  Americans  are  not  familiar 
with  the  heinous  genocide  that  took 
place  in  the  African  nation  of  Rwanda 
in  1994.  Over  1 million  people  lost  their 
lives  to  ethnic  bloodshed  that  had  roots 
grounded  in  colonial  machinations.  A 
film  that  embodies  strong  characteris- 
tics of  Schinlder’s  List,  Hotel  Rwanda 
is  the  moving  tale  of  an  ordinary  man 
who  battles  forces  beyond  his  control 
in  order  to  save  the  lives  of  his  family 
and  his  people. 

Paul  Rusesabagina,  played  su- 
perbly by  Don  Cheadle,  is  the  manager 
of  a wealthy  hotel  based  out  of  Bel- 
gium. He  is  quiet,  sophisticated  and 
enjoys  making  his  customers  as  com- 
fortable as  possible.  The  hotel  is  situ- 
ated in  an  upper-class  district  of  Kigali, 
the  capital  of  Rwanda.  As  Paul  serves 
his  guests,  a grave  situation  is  taking 
hold  in  the  country.  The  Hutu  tribe  is 
planning  a revolt  against  the  govern- 
ment, whom  they  believe  is  too  soft  on 
its  policies  toward  the  Tutsi  tribe.  Even 
as  the  film  begins,  a radio  broadcast 
tells  of  the  battle  yet  to  come,  warning 
that  the  days  of  the  Tutsi  are  numbered. 
The  Tutsi,  whom  the  Hutu  brand  as 
‘cockroaches,’  were  given  positions  in 
the  colonial  government  under  the  rule 
of  the  Belgians.  The  problem  at  the  lime 
of  the  Hutu  uprising,  however,  was  that 
the  Tutsi  were  mere  peasants.  They 
were  men,  women  and  children  living 
and  working  in  order  to  put  food  on 
their  dinner  tables.  Paul  does  not  sur- 
round himself  with  this  political  propa- 
ganda, but  he  is  aware  of  the  looming 
violence.  He  also  possesses  an  as- 
cribed attribute:  he  is  Hutu. 

Tatiana  Rusesabagina,  played  by 
Sophie  Okonedo.  is  Paul’s  wife.  She  is 
Tutsi,  as  well  as  their  children.  Beauti- 
ful, elegant  and  serene,  Tatiana 
couldn't  care  less  if  a Rwandan  was  a 
Hutu  or  a Tutsi.  When  she  speaks,  it  is 
apparent  that  she  has  a great  respect 
for  her  fellow  people.  The  many  scenes 
between  Paul  and  Tatiana  are  emotional 
windows  into  their  world.  Their  love 


Hotel  Rwanda 

An  inspirational 
powerhouse  of  emotion 


Photo  courtesy  ©f  United  Artists 

Don  Cheadle  as  Paul  Rusesabagina,  frantically  rushes  people  into  his  hotel  to  provide  a safe  haven  for  nearly 
1,200  Tutsis  from  the  mass  genocide  that  resulted  in  one  million  deaths. 


and  adoration  for  each  other  is  strong. 
Okonedo  is  an  amazing  actress,  por- 
traying Tatiana  as  a symbol  of  resil- 
ience and  hope  in  the  face  of  adver- 
sity. 

When  the  violence  beaks  cut  in 
the  city,  the  film  spares  no  scene  of 
bloodshed  and  horror.  Even  though 
there  is  a PC- 1 3 rating,  the  existence  of 
war  and  strife  are  shocking  and  intense, 
as  if  a symbol  of  no  escape.  Gunshots, 
bombings  and  screams  of  civilians  are 
heard  in  the  background.  However,  the 


cinematography  throughout  the  entire 
film  is  vivid.  Warm,  pale  light  shines 
on  the  actors’  faces  and  rays  of  light 
stream  in  through  the  windows.  The 
color  symbolism  is  extremely  powerful 
in  the  sense  that  the  film  appears  all 
the  more  real  to  the  viewers.  Instead  of 
dark,  gray  and  surreal  shots  of  the  vio- 
lence, Hotel  Rwanda  depicts  the 
graphic  events  as  if  they  are  happen- 
ing as  the  audience  looks  on. 

The  hotel  becomes  a refuge  for 
fleeing  Tutsi  civilians.  The  rich  white 


guests  are  evacuated  by  the  U.N.  while 
the  natives  are  left  for  dead.  There  was 
a powerful  scene  where  all  the  whites 
were  looking  out  the  windows  of  their 
bus  as  Rwandan  children  waved  good- 
bye. As  more  civilians  arrive,  each  room, . 


becomes  occupied,  leaving  many 
people  to  sleep  in  the  hallways.  Paul  is 
left  in  charge,  but  he  still  exhibits  char- 
acteristics of  an  anti-hero.  He  helps  as 
many  people  as  he  can,  but  never  ac- 
knowledges the  strong  position  he 
holds.  There  are  scenes  of  hope,  such 
as  embraces  between  Paul  and  Tatiana. 
There  are  scenes  of  despair,  such  as 
civilians  resorting  to  the  hotel’s  pool 
water  for  nourishment.  There  are  even 
scenes  of  gruesome  savagery,  such  as 
a long  misty  road  littered  with  Tutsi 
corpses  stretching  far  into  the  horizon, 
as  Paul  looks  on.  In  one  powerful  scene, 
Paul,  in  response  to  witnessing  vio- 
lence, is  crying  uncontrollably  in  a 
storeroom  as  the  camera  peers  down 
on  him.  The  viewers  are  offered  a small 
glimpse  of  his  vulnerability,  but  in  mo- 
ments he  stands  right  back  up,  straight- 
ens his  tie,  and  exits  the  storeroom. 

Hotel  Rwanda  isn’t  a history  les- 
son about  a tragedy  that  occurred  in 
1994.  The  film  is  a statement  about  the 
absurdity  of  genocide.  Toward  the  end 
of  the  film,  a political  official  who  wants 
to  stay  out  of  the  conflict  in  Rwanda 
asks  a woman  on  a radio  broadcast; 
“How  many  acts  of  genocide  does  it 
take  to  commit  genocide?"  Hotel 
Rwanda  is  social  declaration  that  hu- 
man rights  should  be  protected.  Paul, 
his  family  and  his  fellow  Rwandans  are 
ordinary  people  trying  to  live  their  lives 
in  peace.  When  genocide  disrupts  that 
lifestyle,  ordinary  people  are  thrown 
into  situations  where  there  is  no  turn- 
ing back.  In  cases  like  the  Holocaust, 
the  ethnic-cleansing  of  Kosovo  and 
the  Stalin’s  Gulags,  the  people  suffer- 
ing in  each  horrific  circumstance  all 
have  something  in  common;  they  are 
human  beings  wanting  to  live  life.  The 
story  that  Paul  and  his  family  tell  is  one 
of  torment,  defiance,  and  the  hope  that 
if  they  .continue  resisting,  they,  will  go 
on  living, «,?.  -arlr  'to 
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‘M()nfyPython\s5>pamal<)t'brings  something 
completely  different  to  Chicago,  Broadway 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

As  fans  of  Monty  Python  may 
have  heard,  there  was  to  be  a musical 
version  of  one  of  the  films  that 
brought  a new  form  of  humor  to  the 
states. 

From  Dec.  21  to  Jan.  23,  “Monty 
Python"  troupe  member,  Eric  Idle, 
brought  a musical  version  of  one  of 
Python's  most  beloved  films,  Monty 
1 Python  & the  Holy  Grail,  to  the  stage 
in  a pre-Broadway  Chicago  engage- 
ment. Naturally,  the  show  had  to  have 
a title  referencing  die  British  comedy 
troupe's  fascination  with  either  llamas 
or Spam. 

Monty  Python 's  Sparnalot 
opened  at  the  Shubert  Theatre  in 
downtown  Chicago  to  a packed 
house  every  night  of  production. 
With  previews  starting  on  the  Dec 
2 1 , the  official  opening  night  was 
9.  Tickets  were  hard  to  come  by 
sidering  the  success  of  the  last  n 
cal  to  do  a pre-Broadway  run  in 
cago:  Mel  Brooks’  The  Producers, 
which  opened  here  in  2001.  It  then 
went  on  to  win  12  Tony  Awards. 

The  director,  Mike  Nichols,  may 


Photo  courtesy  ©(Chicago  Sun  Times 

Sir  Robin  (David  Hyde  Pierce),  Sir  Lancelot  (Hank  Azaria),  Sir  Galahad  (Christopher  Sieber),  Sir  Bedevere  (Steve  Rosen)  and  King  Arthur  (Tim 
Curry)  prepare  for  their  quest  in  ‘Monty  Python's  Sparnalot.  Note:  Yes,  that  is  the  famed  Chicken  of  Bristol  being  held  by  Sir  Robin. 


not  seeni  to  fit  at  first,  but  he  is  great  of  playing  the  taunting  French  knight 
nonetheless.  He  has  accomplished  and  the  lead  Knight  Who  Says  Ni. 


Hank  Azaria  gets  the  monumental  task  rable  scenes— Knights  Who  Say  Ni, 
the  Killer  Rabbit,  the  witch-hunt — all 
the  classics  are  there.  Some  other 
gen-  memorable  moments  were  not  seen: 
Tim  the  Enchanter,  the  Bridge  of 
previous  shows.  The  cast  itself  is  of  film:  God  bestows  the  task  of  finding  Death.  But  Idle  keeps  the  flow  smooth 

and  very  much  keeping  with  Python 


make  it  "if  they  don't  have  any  Jews."  among  other  characters,  the  Lady  of 
The  line  is  approached  but  never  the  Lake.  Her  gorgeous  looks  und  soar- 


such  feats  as  winning  the  Academy 
ar.d  Emmy-awards  for  his  directing 


The  musical  follows  the  s; 
eral  plot  (did  it  even  have  one?)  of  the 


high-caliber.  Tim  Curry,  best  known  the  Holy  Grail  upon  Arthur  and  his  _ _r  

for  his  lead  role  in  The  Rocky  Horror  Knights.  Then,  in  the  middle  of  their  lore,  including  adding'other  Python 
uy  lii  Picture yj/iouvstarsias  Arthur,  > King  task,  God  changes  his  mind  and  orders  references.  Idle  also  changes  thing* 

oftheBrilons.  

. voiced  Hank  Azaria  plays  Sir  Lancelot  on  Broadway.  Naturally  they  begin  to 
the  Brave.  And  Emmy-winning  star  wonder  where  such  a place  exists.  The 
of  Frasier,  David  Hyde  Pierce,  plays  Lady  of  the  Lake  soon  tells  them,  “But 
Sir  Robin.  Like  the  film  that  inspired  you're  already  here,  on  Broadway — in 
it,  Spanmlot  has  its  stars — except  Tim  Chicago.” 

Curry — playing  multiple  characters.  Idle  took  many  of  the  films  memo- 


iWh'N^einh^,  biii  il  riimairts  very  much 
Pylhonic. 

The  songs,  all  written  by  Idle,  are 
very  much  Pythonic  as  well.  They  also 
push  the  boundaries  when  Pierce 
sings  the  song,  “You  Won’t  Succeed 
on  Broadway,"  saying  they  won’t 


crossed.  This  is,  after  all,  going  to 
Broadway. 

In  terms  of  casting,  it  doesn’t  get 
better  titan  Pierce  and  Azaria;  Niles 
Crane  was  the  best  thing  on  Frasier  and 
Azaria  is  so  versatile  (The  Simpsons  to 
The  Birdcage).  I was  a little  timid  about 
Tim  Curry  as  Arthur  (I  can't  stand 
Rocky  Horrorl),  but  he  gives  it  a cer- 


ing  opcrutic  voice  could  very  well 
bring  her  fame  and  fortune — and  pos- 
sibly even  u Tony  Award  that  she  sang 
about  in  one  of  (he  songs. 

Risk  life  and  limb  to  get  to 
New  York  in  order  to  see  this  musical. 
In  the  end,  Eric  Idle  brings  to  life  the 
beloved  film  of  Arthur  searching  for 
the  cup  of  Christ  through  music  and 


tain  grace  and  quality  that  the  original  laughter.  With  a great  cast  and  superb 
Arthur,  the  late  Graham  Chapman,  directing,  it  will  definitely  bring  si 


missed  in  the  film.  But,  without  a doubt, 
the  best  and  brightest  part  of  the  play 
belongs  to  Sara  Ramirez  who  portrayed, 


thing  completely  different  to  New  York 
when  it  hits  Broadway  on  Feb.  14, 
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Volunteers 

from  page  1 


depend  on  volunteer  work  because 
their  budgets  are  limited. 

“We  have  a binder  filled  with  one- 
day  and  ongoing  (volunteer)  opportu- 
nities," Dilday  said.  “I  try  to  follow  up 
with  students  after  they  complete  the 
volunteer  work  to  make  sure  it  was  whal 
they  expected." 

Some  students  may  he  reluctant 
to  add  community  service  to  their  busy 
schedules,  but  Dilday  believes  volun- 
teers reap  great  benefits. 

"Volunteer  work  is  important  be- 
cause it  gives  the  students  an  oppor- 
tunity to  give  back,  but  also  because  it 
provides  them  with  experience  that 
looks  great  on  a resume,”  she  said. 
“Prospective  employers  may  look  at 
volunteer  work  favorably  as  experience 
if  it  fits  into  (the  employee’s)  career 
choice." 

Dilday  added  that  making  a differ- 
ence in  the  lives  of  others  helps  volun- 
teers feel  better  about  themselves,  too. 
Community  service  opportunities  arc 
listed  on  bulletin  boards  in  the  D-Build- 
ing  and  on  the  Bridge.  They  can  also 
be  reviewed  online  at  www.jjc.edu/ 
OSA/HolisticWellness/ 
VoluntecrOpport.html. 

Interested  students  or  faculty  may 
contact  Dilday  at  280-2202  or 
pdilday@jjc.edu. 


Volunteer 

opportunities 


| American  Can- 
cer Society 

■ Big  Brother 
*Big  Sister 

■ United  Way  of 
'Will  County 

■ Pilcher  Park 


^YMCA 


I Habitat  for 
1 Humanity 


Fora  detailed  description  and 
list  visit  www.jjc.edu/OSA/ 
HollstlcWellness/ 
volunteerOpport.html 
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Review 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Normally  I would  do  a top  ten  of  the  best  and  worst  films  of 
2004;  however,  I ran  into  a dilemma.  Of  all  the  films  that  I saw  this 
past  year,  there  were  only  a few  that  I did  not  enjoy.  So,  I decided 
to  compile  a list  of  my  top  10  favorites  and  put  them  in  order  of 
greatness.  For  a full  composite  of  my  rankings,  please  visit 
www.matLs-movies.com. 


Uma  Thurman  sets  her  sights  on  her  next  victim  in  Kill 
Bill:  Vol.  II. 


1.  Kill  Bill:  Volume  2-  Quentin  Tarantino's  superb  piece  of 
filmmaking  is  a motion  picture  that  should  be  used  in  all  filmmaking 
classes  to  show  who  is  king.  Great  cinematography  gives  the 
Tarantino  jigsaw  storytelling  depth  and  character.  Uma  Thurman 
shines  even  more  brightly  than  in  Volume  1 and  David  Carradine  is 
a revelation,  whose  performance  was  spit  upon  with  no  Oscar 
nomination  for  Best  Supporting  Actor,  His  performance  is  without 
words  to  describe,  and  the  words  given  to  him  are  “first-class”, 
courtesy  of  Mr.  Tarantino  himself. 

2.  Garden  State-  One  of  the  most  original  films  I have  seen  in 
a long  time  and  1 can  officially  call  it  one  of  my  all-time  favorites. 
Zach  Braff  gets  the  Hat  Trick  Award  for  his  superb  directing,  daz- 
zling script  and  calm  & cool  performance.  And  he  certainly  chose 
the  right  cast:  Peter  Sarsgaard  continues  to  dazzle  Hollywood  with 
his  supreme  acting  chops.  But  it  is  Natalie  Portman  who  truly  de- 
serves accolades;  she  radiates  on-screen  with  a content  and  di- 
vine, yet  touching,  performance.  The  film  was  quirky,  smart  and, 
above  all,  brilliant. 

3.  Sideways-  First,  let  me  get  this  off  my  chest;  Paul  Giamatti 
got  screwed.  He  should  have  gotten  an  Oscar  nomination  for  Best 
Actor  for  this  funny,  tragic  and  sheer  brilliant  movie  in  which  he  is 
the  anchor  and  star.  He  is  the  captain  of  this  ship,  the  big  cheese, 
the  head  honcho.  Thomas  Haden  Chlirch  shines  and  shakes  off 


The  final  list  of  the 
best  movies  in  2004 


those  “Wings"  he’s  been  carrying  for  a while.  And  my  goodness. 
I’ve  fallen  in  love;  Virginia  Madsen  is  a revelation.  But  that  is  the 
only  bad  thing  about  this  movie;  1 wanted  more  of  her  in  the  film. 
Still,  she  gives  a superior  performance  that  adds  great  thrills  to  the 
Best  Supporting  Actress  Category  (she  goes  up  against  Natalie 
Portman  for  Closer  and  Cate  Blanchett  for  The  Aviator).  1 would 
not  be  surprised  if  she  swept  in  and  took  home  the  gold.  Same 
goes  for  Church,  who's  up  against  Closer’ s Clive  Owen  for  Best 
Supporting  Actor.  Additionally,  Alexander  Payne’s  brilliant  screen- 
play and  smart  directing  make  this  a must  see  that  will  definitely 
age  beautifully  like  the  many  bottles  of  wine  that  are  consumed  in 
this  masterpiece  of  cinema. 


Leonardo  DiCaprio  takes  flight  in  The  Aviator. 


4.  The  Aviator-  Martin  Scorsese  continues  to  amaze  with  this 
shinning  and  brilliant  biopic  on  motion  picture  mogul  and  aviation 
pioneer  Howard  Hughes,  played  by  a very  adult  Leonardo  DiCaprio 
who  ceases  to  amaze  me.  What  an  inspiring,  first-rate  performance 
by  Cate  Blanchett  as  Katharine  Hepbum.  At  first,  I thought  she 
looked  or  sounded  nothing  like  Hepbum,  but,  as  the  film  went  on, 
I realized  how  much  she  developed  herself;  much  like  Jaime  Foxx 
did  as  Ray  Charles.  Blanchett  embodies  and,  essentially,  becomes 
Hepbum.  And  Scorsese  will  finally  win  the  Best  Director  Acad- 
emy Award  he  earned  long  ago. 

5.  Shrek  2-  Not  as  smart  and  inventive  as  the  first,  but  still  an 


outstanding  piece  of  animated  filmmaking.  It  was  funny  and 
brilliant,  with  touching  moments  of  pure,  heartfelt  joy.  Antonio 
Banderas  puts  to  good  use,  and  with  hilarious  effect,  his  Zorro- 
like  ways.  Simply  great;  even  next  to  the  original. 

6.  Spider-Man  2-  One  of  the  best  comic  book  films  ever 
made.  It  improves  on  the  flat  characters  and  somewhat  unim- 
pressive special  effects  with  three-dimensional  people  and  spec- 
tacular CGI  work.  Tobey  Maguire  continues  his  march  to  great- 
ness. And  what  a great  villain  in  Doc  Ock,  played  marvelously 
by  the  great  Alfred  Molina. 

7.  Eternal  Sunsltine  of  the  Spotless  Mind-  From  the  twisted 
mind  of  Charlie  Kaufman  came  this  uniquely  original  screen- 
play. Jim  Carrey  continues  to  dramatize  his  career  and  for  great 
reason:  he  is  a wonderful  actor.  But  no  one  is  better  than  Kate 
Winslet.  This  was  a not  a typical  performance  for  her:  instead  of 
English  and  prim-and- 
proper,  she  Americanizes 
herself  into  a spunky,  free- 
spirited  entity  that  delights 
audiences.  Simply  amazing. 

8.  Harrv  Potter  & the 
Prisoner  of  Azkaban-  The 
best  film  in  the  series  so  far. 

Kids  movie  or  not,  this 
proves  that  these  films  are 
for  all  audiences.  All  three 
child  actors — Daniel 
Radcliffe  as  Harry,  Emma 
Watson  as  Hermione 
Granger  and  Rupert  Grint  as 
Ron  Weasley — really  show 
acting  chops  and  reflect  their 
real-life  aging  to  film:  grow- 
ing up  in  their  teenage 
years.  Smart  and  brilliant  di- 
recting by  Alfonso  Cuar6n. 

He  gives  the  series  ultimate 
life.  And  lest  we  forget  uber- 
acting  god,  Gary  Oldman. 

Sure  he  was  in  there  for  only  a half-hour,  but  his  scenes  are 
great. 

9.  Lemony  Snicket’s  A Series  of  Unfortunate  Events-  Jim 
Carrey  shines  again  in  this  dark  movie  based  on  the  best-selling 
children's  books.  Entertaining,  with  great  performances  by 
Carrey,  Meryl  Streep,  and  Billy  Connolly,  it  lives  up  to,  but  doesn't 
quite  surpass,  the  Harry  Potter  series. 
10.  Fahrenheit  9/11- One  of  the  most  controversial  films  ever  is 
also  one  of  the  most  thought-provoking.  1 am  no  Bush  fan,  but 

1 also  can’t  stand  Michael  MOorC.  U n 1 ikehi i Ti'rS tfil ril '/R 6'g f cSi ' ,ri 
Me,  where  Moore  was  a raving  lunatic,  he  narrates  with  calm, 
cool  subtlety  that  just  lets  the  facts — and  sometimes  the  con- 
trolled film  editing — speak  for  itself.  Still,  even  if  you're  like  me 
or  you  love  Bush  or  love  Moore,  this  is  smart  filmmaking  and  it 
is  soon-to-be  one  of  the  most  important  films  ever. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Focus  Features 
Kate  Winslet  and  Jim  Carrey 
share  a moment  in  Eternal 
Sunshine. 
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go  even  further 


Did  you  know  that  your  previous  college  credit,  military 
or  technical  credit  and  life  experience  can  count  toward 
yo u r bachelor's  degree?  And  that  you  could  be  up  to  33% 
closer  to  graduation?  Talk  to  us  about  getting  into  an  accelerat 
ed  adult  degree  completion  program  in  Applied  Behavioral 
Sciences,  Healthcare  Leadership,  Management  or  Management 
Information  Systems . You  may  be  closer  than  you  think  to  having  your  degree. 

You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  find  out!  Gill  UJ88.NLll.TO DAY  (658.8632)  or  visit  www.nl.edu. 

You’ll  benefit  from: 

▲ Small  class  sizes:  87%  have  20  or  fewer  students.  Ranked  *2  by  U.S.  News  & WWW  Report' 

▲ Convenient  classes  meet  one  evening  per  week 

▲ Accelerated  format  for  degree  completion  in  as  little  as  12  months'* 

▲ Faculty  with  extensive  practical  experience 

▲ Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with  financial  aid  and  scholarships  available 
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National-Louis  University 


1. 888.  NLU.  TO  DAY 

ELGIN  EVANSTON  LISLE  WHEELING  ONLINE 


Did  you  know? 

The  first  product  to  have  a barcode  was  Wrigley’s 
gum. 

Donkeys  kill  more  people  annually  than  plane 
crashes. 

Walt  Disney  was  afraid  of  mice. 

Marilyn  Monroe  had  six  toes. 

Information  provided  by  captaincy nic.  com 
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Men’s  basketball 
puts  tenacious  d 
on  the  hardwood 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  AthEetic  Department 
JJC  men's  basketball  player,  Jawond  Gage,  shows  his  impressive  ball- 
handling skills. 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

JJC’s  men's  basketball  head  coach, 
Joe  Kuhn,  found  himself  experiment- 
ing with  the  starting  line-up.  It  appears 
as  though  he  made  the  right  move. 

The  JJC  men’s  basketball  team  has 
had  the  ability  and  the  talent  to  win 
evefy  game,  they  have  played  thus  far, 
however,  they  had  not  been  executing 
to  the  best  of  their  ability  until  Kuhn 
decided  to  create  a tag  team. 

Both  freshman,  6’6"  Larry  McGee 
and  6’4"  Brandon  Foster,  have  been 
playing  some  tenacious  defense  on  the 
hardwood. 

This  tandem  recorded  a total  of  24 
rebounds  when  they  took  home  a 1 OS- 
87  N4C  victory  over  Wilbur  Wright 
College. 

Foster,  a former  JJC  football 
player,  recorded  a game  high  of  22 
points,  while  McGee  contributed  1 8. 

The  two  forwards  gave  Joliet  a 1 -2 
rebounding  ratio,  which  contributed  to 
the  score.  At  the  half,  the  Wolves  were 
ahead  46-33.  Foster’s  rebounding  abil- 
ity definitely  helped  the  Wolves  gain 


momentum  at  both  ends  of  the  court. 

The  Wolves  also  dominated  the 
backboard  after  an  84-70  defeat  over 
Rock  Valley  College. 

Leading  the  way  again  for  the 
Wolves  was  Larry  McGee.  He  recorded 
a game  high  1 8 points  and  1 0 rebounds, 
while  sophomore  Anthony  Smith  fin- 
ished With  16  points,  nine  of  those  16 
points  were  three  pointers. 

From  start  to  finish  the  Wolves 
brought  there  A-game  and  their  shots 
were  on  the  money  all  night. 

That  boost  against  Rock  Valley 
picked  up  their  confidence  after  falling 
into  a two  game  loosing  streak  prior  to 
RVC 

If  McGee  and  Foster  continue  their 
tag  team  assault,  there  is  no  doubt  the 
Wolves  will  continue  to  execute  some 
more  victories.  Come  and  watch  the 
Wolves  at  their  next  two  home  games: 
Thursday,  Feb.  3 against  College  of 
DuPage,  and  Tuesday,  Feb.  15  against 
Rock  Valley  College.  Both  games  will 
be  played  at  7 p.m.  in  the  Willis  Gym- 
nasium here  at  JJC. 


North  Central  Colie 

Where  will  you  continue  your 


Recognized  nationally  as  one  of  "America’s 
Best  Colleges"  and  "Best  College  Values" 
by  US  News  & World  Repori. 


North  Central  offers  JJC  students: 

•over  50  majors  from  which  to  choose 
academic  scholarships  & need-based  grants 
an  excellent  location  for  internships  & jobs 
•a  smooth  transfer  of  credit 
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Bulls  success  io 
be  put  to  the  test 


By  Martin  Hawrysko 

Who  would  have  thought  back  in 


1 that  the  (< 
together,  both  an 


Novemberthat  the  Chicago  Bulls  would  team.  While  neither  are  the  go-to  su- 
be  where  they  are  right  now?  For  the  perstars  that  they  were  projected  to  be, 
first  time  in  over  two  years,  the  Bulls  they  have  adjusted  well  as  co-stars, 
have  a .500  record  nearly  halfway  They  have  progressed  nicely  because 
through  the  season.  Sadly,  this  is  the  of  the  competitiveness  and  dedication 
first  time  the  Bulls  have  been  at  .500  of  their  surrounding  teammates.  De- 
this  long  into  a season  since  the  dy-  spite  being  demoted  from  the  starting 
nasty  years.  lineup.  Chandler  especially,  has  come 

Unlike  the  2001  Chicago  Bears  around  and  now  is  contributing  lute  in 
team,  this  Bulls  team  doesn't  appear  to  the  fourth  quarter  where  his  defense  is 
be  a fluke.  Aside  from  the  Chicago  proving  to  be  a difference. 


Cubs’  run  in  2003,  Chicago  has 
anything  exciting  to  cheer  for  in  such  a 


In  years  past,  the  second  half  is 
where  the  Bulls  went  dead,  Lately,  the 


long  time.  Yes,  I did  say  that  the  Bears  Bulls  have  been  winning  games  by 


keeping  the  game  close,  and  taking 
care  of  business  when  time  crunches 
in  the  fourth. 

Rookie  guard  Ben  Gordon  is  pro- 
gressing quite  well.  Bulls  coach  Scott 
Skiles  continues  to  hesitate  to  play  him 


2001  season  was  a fluke, 

Now,  in  2005,  the  Bulls  are  in  a good 
position  to  make  the  playoffs.  But  with 
still  just  over  half  the  season  to  go,  a 
lot  of  things  can  happen.  The  Bulls 
have  had  a relatively  easy  schedule  in 

the  month  of  Janu-  

ary.  February  and 
March  is  where  the 
true  test  begins. 

First  of  all,  with 
how  young  this 
Bulls  team  is,  many 
of  the  younger  play- 
ers may  hit  the  infa- 
mous ‘‘wall’’  that 
plagues  most  rook- 
ies. Rookies  are 
used  to  the  35-game 

season  played  in  college  or  high  the  entire  game,  but  l see  behind  his 
school.  The  NBA  regular  season,  madness.  Gordon  was  benched  in  u 
which  is  82  games,  is  a lot  to  get  used  game  against  the  Boston  Celtics  in  lute 
to.  January,  the  game  after  he  scored  the 

Second  of  all,  the  Bulls  will  begin  winning  shot  against  the  Knicks.  The 
benching  was  a result  of  poor  defense. 
I also  believe  Skiles  is  trying  to 


/Is  the  Bulls  continue  to 
win,  a lot  of  Chicagoans  are 
talking  playoffs...  Yet  with  at 
least  half  the  regular  season 
left  to  go,  it  is  still  too  early  to 
see  how  this  young  team 
does. 


to  play  a lot  more  games  on  the  road. 
The  Bulls  have  won  some  key  games 


on  the  road  in  January,  including  at  prevent  Gordon  from  stumbling  i 
Madison  Square  Garden  in  New  York,  the  "brick  wall"  as  much  as  possible 
but  they  have  had  a majority  of  their  by  limiting  his  playing  minutes  n 
games  at  home. 


As  the  Bulls  continue  t< 

And  finally,  the  Bulls  will  play  of  Chicagoans  are  talking  playoffs, 
against  harder  teams.  Not  taking  any-  Skiles  remains  the  voice  of  reason.  "We 

thing  away  from  them  though,  the  Bulls  are  getting  a little  ahead  of  ourselves," 
have  played  great  basketball  through  says  Skiles.  "We  are  still  a very  young 
the  last  month  and  a half.  Their  defense  team  that  has  a long  way  to  go." 


strong,  and  the  ti 
play  together. 


If  the  season  ended  today,  the 
Bulls  would  be  in  the  playoffs.  Yet  with 


All  of  Chicago  was  talking  about  at  least  half  the  regular  season  left  to 
trading  Eddy  Curry  or  Tyson  Chandler,  go,  it  is  still  too  early  to  see  how  this 


young  team  docs.  1 like  their  chances, 
though  I remain  realistic. 

Prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  sea- 
son, a lot  of  the  media  and  fans  pro- 
jected the  Bulls  to  win  anywhere  from 
25  to  30  games.  After  they  started  0-9, 
and  begin  to  feel  as  though  they 
wouldn't  break  20.  As  the  Bulls  gel  bet- 
ter, the  expectations  bar  continues  to 
rise.  Now  fans  are  asking  how  many 
more  games  they  can  win. 

It  is  important,  like  Skiles  said,  not 
to  get  ahead  of  ourselves.  They  arc  still 
a young  team,  and  can  still  improve.  It 
is  still  too  early  to  come  out  and  say 
the  Bulls  arc  making  the  playoffs. 

Regardless,  finishing  the  season 
at  .500  is  a success,  compared  to  what 
this  franchise  has  gone  through  in  re- 
cent years.  The  most  aspiring  idea  from 
all  this  is,  despite  what  happens  this 
year,  the  team  will  continue  to  gel  bet- 
ter next  year,  and  the  year  after  that, 
and  so  on.  What  kind  of  team  will  they 
be  in  three  years?  Will  they  be  a seri- 
ous playoff  or  championship  con- 
tender? 

Whatever  happens,  I'll  take  it,  us 
long  as  they  continue  to  improve.  Hie 
Bulls  now  are  fun  to  watch  and  talk 
about.  Keep  this  up,  and  it  will  soon  be 
Cool  again  to  wear  a Bulls  hat  while 
walking  through  JJC.  I currently  don’t 
have  a Bulls  hat  to  wear.  If  they  keep  it 
up  I muy  just  go  out  and  buy  one. 

E-nuiil  Marlin  al 

icafdmil&mdiU'om 


Adult  Accelerated  & Fast  Track  Degree  Program  Information 
Sessions  hosted  at  Joliet  Junior  College  by  the  Multicultural 
Transfer  Center.  Attend  the  sessions  of  your  choice  to  learn  more  about  academic 
opportunities  for  the  adult  students.  All  sessions  would  be  held  from  5:00  - 7:00  p.m.  in  F-2001 
as  follows: 

February  21s’  - University  of  Phoenix  - Online  (Business,  Technology,  & Criminal  Justice) 
March  7lh  - University  of  Phoenix  - Online  (Education,  Nursing  & Helping  Professions) 

March  9,n  - Benedictine  College 
March  IS^-National-Louis  University 
April  4,n  - Governors  State  University 
April  6lh  - Lewis  University 
April  1 2m  - University  of  St.  Francis 
April  1 8m  - Robert  Morris  College 
April  20m  - Saint  Xavier  University 
April  26tn  - Trinity  Christian  College 
North  Centra!  College  - to  be  advised 

ADULT  LEARNERS  EXPO  hosted  by  the  Multicultural 
Transfer  Center 

The  College  Fair  for  the  Adult  Learner!  Featuring  accelerated  degree  options,  fast-track 
programs,  flexible  course  scheduling  and  more!  The  Adult  Learners  Expo  will  be  held  on 
Monday,  March  21, 2005,  5:00pm-7:30pm  in  the  T-BuiSdlng/Concourse/Ma!n  Campus. 

For  more  information  call  (815)  280-2537  or  visit  http://www.jjc.edu/ 
Counseling/ AdultLeanersExpo.html 
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Teamwork 


Photo  courtesy  ortne  jjc;  Atnieuc  uepartment 


Rockdale  II 


(815)  730-1 


Athletes 
of  the 
Issue 


Bobby 

Gray 


Robby  Gray,  a graduate 
from  Floyd  Central  High  School 
in  Indiana,  has  been  dominat- 
ing the  basketball  court.  Gray's 
hard  work  and  determination  has 
made  him  a regular  in  the  start- 
ing rotation.  The  5'  10"  freshman 
guard  has  recorded  1 1 points 
against  Harper.  Gray  led  the  way 
against  Wilbur  Wright  College 
with  a game  high  of  19  points. 
With  Gray's  3-point  shooting 
capability,  he  will  continue  to  be 
a proponent  {jgip  qn4  hc|P  $16 
Wolves  continue  their  future 
success. 


The  Lady  Wolves  talk  strategy  in  a huddle  during  a time  out. 

Lady  Wolves  grab  victory  over  former  rival 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  JJC  Athletic  Department 


Stephanie  Scott  eyes  the  court  as  she  looks  for  an  open  player  in  a 
previous  game. 


By  Adam  Fox 

It  took  the  JJC  Lady  Wolves  over 
five  years  to  beat  the  Rock  Valley  Col- 
lege Golden  Eagles.  JJC  had  not  beaten 
Rock  Valley  this  decade,  which  con- 
sisted of  five  losses  in  five  years.  And 
on  Jan.  25  the  Lady  Wolves  downed 
the  Golden  Eagles  by  a score  of  91-63. 

The  victory  over  Rock  Valley  puts 
the  Lady  Wolves,  as  of  press  time,  at 
14-6  overall  and  at  5-0  in  the  N4C.  And 
this  is  the  first  time  head  coach  Tony 
Giese  has  defeated  the  Golden  Eagles 
in  his  tenure  at  JJC. 

"Those  kids  play  so  darn  hard, 
they  have  really  good  athletes  up  there. 
They  play  us  really,  really  tough,"  said 
Giese. 

With  a combination  of  a tough 
opponents  and  bad  travel  conditions, 
it  has  made  it  difficult  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  to  get  going.  The  team  had  to 
drive  up  to  Rockford,  III  on  a cold  blis- 
tery  night,  making  the  team  sluggish  at 
the  start  of  the  game. 

"1  take  the  blame  for  this,  we  had 
to  [wipe]  the  cob-webs  out  of  our  eyes. 
And  it  is  very  difficult  to  shoot  in  that 
gym.  So  1 take  the  blame  for  that,"  Giese 
said  apologetically. 

But  after  they  woke  up,  the  Lady 
Wolves  went  on  a 27-3  run  to  close  out 
the  first  half.  Leading  the  way  once 
again  for  the  Wolves  was  co-captain 
Jenna  Barghahn.  She  threw  down  31 
points.  Freshman.  Heather  Graefnitz, 
scored  17  points,  while  other  captain, 
Julie  Schmidt,  had  14  points  and  bas- 
sists. Freshman  Amber  Mann  pulled 
down  1 0 rebounds,  7 steals  and  5 as- 


The  Lady  Wolves  will  face  the 
Golden  Eagles  again  on  February  1 5 at 
5 pm  here  at  JJC. 

“We  are  really  focused  on  our 
conference  record  not  on  Rock  Valley, 
or  there  record  against  us.  We  are  wor- 


ried about  executing,"  said  Giese. 

The  Lady  Wolves,  as  of  press 
time,  are  on  a five  game  winning  streak, 
and  have  won  7 out  of  there  last  10 
games. 


Upcoming 
Lady  Wolves’ 
basketball 
games. 


College  of  Dupage 
Home,  Feb.  3 at  5 
p.m. 

Triton  College 
Home,  Feb.  5 at  5 
p.m. 

William  Rainey 
Harper  College 
Away,  Feb.  8 at  5 
p.m. 

College  of  Dupage 
Away,  Feb.  12  at  5 
p.m. 


lenna 

Barghahn 


Just  like  she  did  in  the  2003- 
2004  Lady  Wolves  season, 
sophomore  captain.  Jenna 
Barghahn,  has  proven  to  be  a 
key  shooter  on  the  hardwood. 
As  a freshman,  Barghahn 
started  all  35  games  at  JJC,  as 
well  as  earning  a spot  on  the 
Region  IV.  Division-Ill  All-Tour- 
nament Team.  This  5'8"  forward 
lead  the  way  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  against  N4C  rival  Rock 
Valley,  recording  a game  high  of 
31  points.  Barghahn  recently 
recorded  her  career  high  35 
points  against  Triton  College. 
Her  success  has  been  consis- 
tent all  year  long  and  will  most 
likely  help  her  earn  a spot  at  a 
four  year  college. 
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JJC  gets 
skunked 


By  Andrew  Hrubec 

Joliet  Junior  College  is  surrounded; 
by  precious  forestry  that  various  ani-j 
mals  inhabit.  One  animal  in  particulai] 
has  become  a nuisance  here  on  cam- 
pus ...  the  skunk. 

The  smell  produced  from  glands 
located  under  the  tail  of  a skunk  has 
been  detected  throughout  the  build- 
ing. The  areas  where  the  smell  was  most 
noticeably  detected  were  the  C build- 
ing, autoshop  and  machine  shop  loca- 
tions. 

“I  also  received  complaints  from 
the  G building,  from  the  campus  police 
and  the  fitness  center  staff.  Also,  from 
the  bridge  area  and  one  from  the  busi- 
ness office  in  J building,"  said  grounds 
superintendent,  Richard  Rivera. 

The  smell  has  seeped  into  the 
building  is  the  result  of  the  air  intake 
system.  JJC  is  set-up  so  that  the  heat- 
ing and  cooling  systems  allow  air  from 
the  outside  to  mix  mechanically  with 
the  air  inside.  The  air  is  then  circulated 
throughout  the  building. 

"I  want  to  dispel  any  kind  of  a 
myth.  Someone  asked  me  if  the  skunks 
were  getting  into  the  building,  and  they 
are  not,"  Rivera  said. 

In  order  to  properly  remove  the 
skunks  from  campus  grounds,  Rivera 
sought  out  a professional  trapper. 

"We've  contracted  with  a licensed 
trapper  who  is  licensed  by  the  state  of 
Illinois,"  Rivera  said.  ‘The  upper  ad- 
ministration wants  me  to  do  everything 
in  accordance  to  the  law.  They  don't 
want  me  out  there  with  a shotgun." 

The  contractor,  Jeff  Durbaj,  is  a 
resident  of  Peotone  and  has  a masters 
degree  in  wildlife  biology  from  South- 
ern Illinois  University.  Durbaj  began 
trapping  on  Feb.  23  after  nearly  two 
weeks  of  complaints  from  students, 
faculty  and  staff  members  on  campus. 


See  SKUNK  page  8 
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► Men’s,  Women’s 
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Building  improvements 


Board  approves  revised 
construction  budget 


Photo  by  Randal  Donloy 


A George  Allen  construction  employee  works  in  the  technology 
department.  Remodeling  started  Feb.  15. 


By  Randal  Donley 

The  Board  of  Trustees  approved 
the  Physical  Plant’s  construction  re- 
port Feb.  22,  listing  the  completed,  cur- 
rent and  upcoming  project  budgets 
from  the  summer  of  2004  to  the  fall  se- 
mester of  2005. 

According  to  the  status  summary 
report,  over  $18  million  will  go  to,  or 
has  already  gone  to,  the  construction 
development  on  campus. 

"The  construction  here  on  the 
campus  revolves  around  a 10-year 
plan,"  said  Physical  Plant  Director, 
Seaver  Tarulis.  ‘The  building  is  a 30- 
year-old  facility,  and  we  need  to  bring 
the  place  back  to  where  it  should  be." 

About  two  years  ago,  JJC  was  au- 
dited and  it  appeared  that  the  building 
had  trouble  areas  with  the  structure  of 
the  building,  such  as  leaky  roofs,  pip- 
ing and  roadway  problems.  The  physi- 
cal facilities  of  the  building  last  about 
25  years  before  it’s  necessary  for  re- 
pairs. 

The  10-year  agenda  gives  priority 
to  the  repairs  that  are  most  needed  on 
campus. 

“We  try  to  decide  what  systems, 
if  they  were  to  fail,  would  shut  down 
the  building,"  said  Tarulis.  “We're  con- 
centrating on  attacking  those  sys- 
tems." 

The  2004  steam  line  repairs  were 
carried  out  in  two  phases.  The  first 
phase,  done  at  $7%, 062,  was  completed 
last  spring.  The  second  phase  was 
completed  at  $292, 1 64  late  last  Septem- 
ber, ending  the  project  at  over  a million 
dollars  all  together. 

Other  completed  projects  include 
the  east  parking  lot  construction, 
phase  two  of  campus  lighting  improve- 
ments, repairs  on  the  electrical  distri- 
bution systems,  roof  replacement  for 
the  Renaissance  Center,  renovations 
on  the  G building  entrance  ways  and 

The  latest  project  on  campus  is  the 
current  remodeling  of  the  Technology 
Department,  which  began  Feb.  15, 2005 
by  construction  company  George 
Allen. 

“We’re  reconfiguring  the  entire 
department’s  space,"  said  Tarulis.  “It 
started  out  as  a need  to  improve  the 
cooling  and  heating  systems,  now 
there  are  other  aspects  such  as  new 


offices.” 

The  aging  cooling  and  heating 
structures  and  the  old  fire  suppression 
system  sparked  the  request  for  the 
$550,000  project.  However,  since  the 
space  isn’t  adequate  enough  to  accom- 
modate all  of  the  operations  at  one  time, 
the  remodeling  has  to  be  done  in 
phases,  which  means  the  project  will 
not  be  completed  until  the  end  of  the 
spring  semester. 

“We  have  some  environmental 
benefits,"  said  Diane  Schmitt,  Associ- 
ate Vice  President  of  the  Information 
Technology  Center.  "We’ve  had  cool- 
ing issues  and  our  electric  is  being  re- 
placed so  we  will  have  better  security 
for  the  servers." 

Before  the  construction  started, 
the  technology  department  was  split 
into  different  areas  of  the  J building. 
The  added  noise  and  cramped  offices 
are  only  temporary  to  what  will  make  a 
better  and  lasting  solution  for  the  de- 
partment. 

“When  it’s  done,  we'  11  have  a qui- 
eter space  for  the  staff  to  work  in,"  said 
Schmitt.  "The  flow  of  traffic  through 
the  department  will  be  better  . . . and 
now  we  won't  have  to  meet  in  the  half- 
way all  of  the  time,  we  can  work  better 

An  earlier  project  that  caused  an 
outbreak  of  questions  was  the  eleva- 
tor repairs  in  the  J building. 

The  elevator  rehab  project,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  finished  the  pre- 
vious fall  semester,  is  now  completed 
and  has  been  up  and  running  since 
March. 

“The  problem  was  the  project  was 
funded  by  the  State  of  Illinois,"  ex- 
plains Tarulis.  “So  it  was  a state-funded 
construction  project  and  therefore  the 
money  was  thin  to  begin  with,  unfor- 
tunately in  this  case  it's  not  the 
college’s  money." 

Most  of  the  funding  for  the  con- 
struction projects  on  campus  is  re- 
ceived either  by  the  Stale  of  Illinois, 
bonds,  grants  or  gifts. 

According  to  Tarulis,  the  State  of 
Illinois  failed  to  pay  the  contractors  a 
couple  of  times,  which  caused  the  con- 
tractors to  put  the  project  on  hold. 

"The  college  had  no  indication  of 
a pay  contract  and  the  contractor  didn’t 
know  when  they  were  going  to  get  paid. 


so  the  project  was  never  finalized,” 
Tarulis  said. 

Smaller  future  projects  will  be 
saved  after  the  priority  jobs  are  fin- 
ished. 

“It's  a phase  thing,  wc  can  only 
do  so  much  over  time,"  said  Tarulis. 
“We're  lounging  into  smaller  projects 
after  we  get  the  mass  of  things  done 
first." 

Projects  that  are  currently  in  the 
bidding  stages  or  being  planned  ac- 
count for  over  $4  million  of  the  budget. 

One  of  the  future  projects,  which 
will  begin  this  summer,  is  a long  road, 
or  as  the  Physical  Plant  department 
calls  it,  "a  bridge"  leading  from  the  cast 
lot  to  the  J building. 

“That’s  what  that  fence  is  that  is 
currently  blocking  the  area.  It's  to  keep 
people  from  walking  on  it  because  our 
insurance  company  can't  deal  with  it," 
said  Tarulis. 

Other  projects  include  replacing 
the  east  and  south  exterior  walls  of  the 


cafeteria  (half  n million  dollars);  replac- 
ing the  last  phase  of  the  old  heating 
and  cooling  systems  in  the  K build- 
ing ($250,000),  the  replacement  of  the 
water  units  that  serve  the  A,  B and  T 
buildings  ($1.8  million),  substantial 
road  and  parking  lot  repairs  such  as 
standing  water  areas  and  seal  coat- 
ing on  the  lots  (half  a million  dollars) 
and  the  replacement  of  the  lighting 
systems. 

“(The  lighting  systems]  are  old 
units  and  they're  not  working  out  as 
well  as  they  used  to,"  said  Tarulis. 
"About  two  to  three  years  ago,  a 
couple  of  them  fell,  Overall,  some  of 
the  physical  facilities  have  a life  of  25 
years.  Sometimes,  due  to  well-main- 
tenance over  time,  you  can  stretch  on 
a few  more  years." 

Contractors  will  also  begin  to  tear 
up  and  replace  the  carpet  and  floor 
tiles  at  all  three  campuses,  but  only 
after  the  most  important  projects  arc 
completed  first. 


Photo  by  Randa!  Donley 

John  Cockbum  of  of  JJC  Grounds  and  Maintenance  Department 
patches  up  a pothole  in  front  of  the  T building. 


Construction  Budget 


Percentages  correspond  with  the  overall  expected  budget  of 
$10,025,545 


Information  provided  by  Physical  Plant  Department 
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BLAZER  VIEW 


JJC  food  prices 
just  don’t  add  up 

How  is  it  that  a fast-food  restaurant  such  as  McDonalds  can  pro- 
vide low-quality  food  for  a cheap  price,  when  an  even  less  appealing 
food,  on  average,  costs  nearly  three  times  more? 

Though  the  JJC  cafeteria  doesn’t  produce  the  same  quantity  as 
Old  Country  Buffet,  it  sure  does  have  that  same  buffet-style  quality! 

Realistically,  food  service  can  be  a tough  business,  but  JJC  should 
have  their  students  in  mind  when  creating  a fantastic  meal  such  as 
beer  battered  fish  and  macaroni  and  cheese  with  a side  of  coleslaw  for 
$4.60  (drink  not  included).  Why  would  students  want  to  stick  around 
and  eat  bland  food  when  right  down  Houbolt  they  can  purchase  a 
McDonald's  value  meal  for  $4.46  after  taxes,  and  at  Wendy’s,  a clas- 
sic single  combo  meal  is  $3.69,  including  a burger,  refreshment  and 
your  choice  of  either  French  fries,  baked  potato,  side  salad  or  chili? 
What  a deal! 

Although  McDonald’s  burgers  may  be  extremely  greasy,  at  least 
they  have  flavor.  For  just  $.97  you  can  purchase  a tasty  hamburger 
from  McDonald’s.  Meanwhile,  here  at  the  lackluster  JJC  cafeteria,  our 
burgers  (which  lack  flavor)  are  $1 .50. 

Right  across  the  street,  China  Kitchen  offers  a vast  variety  of 
lunch  specials  for  only  $4.25.  The  Blazer  staff  recommends  many 
items  such  as  General  Tso’s  chicken,  Kung  Bao  shrimp  and  Szechwan 
B.B.Q,  pork.  Spending  $4.25  sure  beats  buying  non-authentic  food  for 
$4.60. 

It’s  a shame  that  we  have  to  question  the  integrity  of  our  own 
cafeteria,  but  when  poor  quality  food  is  served  at  such  an  unreason- 
able price,  one  can  only  ask,  “Why,  Lord?  Why  must  they  sell  a bowl 
of  chili  for  $2.75  when  Wendy’s  sells  a more  hearty  and  flavorful  chili 
for  $1.79?” 

To  their  defense,  the  cafeteria  is  a learning  environment  for  the 
culinary  arts  students.  But  that  is  no  reason  for  the  prices  to  be  as 
unreasonable  as  they  are.  Not  many  would  pay  full-price  when  getting 
a haircut  from  a barber-in-training. 

We  would  rather  eat  a free  knuckle  sandwich  than  shove  our  faces 
in  a Taco  Salad  Bowl  for  $4.60  from  the  unsatisfactory  Action  Station. 

Wc  urge  that  a\\  students,  faculty  and  staff  rise-up  and  protest 
against  the  cafeteria 's  unholy  prices  and  skimpiness  on  flavor.  In  order 
for  our  food  to  be  tasty  and  affordable,  our  voices  must  be  heard.  We 
must  put  down  our  $1.25  20oz.  Mountain  Dew  and  run  to  7-Eleven 
fora  $1.09  32oz.  Big  Gulp. 

The  only  food-related  perk  that  corresponds  to  attending  JJC  is 
that  we  don’t  have  to  pay  to  use  the  water  fountains.  But,  then  again, 
that  may  have  just  been  an  oversight. 
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Transferring  to  the  right  college 

studyT  if  the  parties  are  good,  and  if~^ ally  spend  the  time  and  money  to  v 


Commentary 


By  Meta  Machulss 

It  wasn’t  hard  to  decide  I was  go- 
ing to  attend  Joliet  Junior  College.  JJC 
is  close  to  home,  my  friends  go  here, 
and  acceptance  to  the  school  is  virtu- 
ally guaranteed. 

But  once  my  two  years  here  have 
passed,  I'll  be  heading  off  to  another 
school,  somewhere  in  the  great  un- 
known. The  question  is:  Where? 

Once  a student  has  discovered 
which  schools  are  applicable  to  his  or 
her  major,  where  earned  credits  will  be 
accepted,  the  cost  of  tuition,  and  other 
factual  queries,  the  questions  become 
harder  to  answer.  Is  an  expensive 
school  really  better  than  a cheaper 
school?  Are  private  schools  better  than 
public  schools?  Is  it  worth  leaving 
friends  and  family  to  get  a better  edu- 
cation? Or,  from  a different  perspective 
- is  it  worth  spending  a lot  of  money  to 
move  far,  far  away  from  enemies  and 
this  dull,  flat  place  known  as  Illinois? 

In  order  to  answer  these  questions, 
we  need  to  know  what  to  expect  from 
each  college. 

Brochures  or  catalogs  from  spe- 
cific colleges  never  tell  us  what  we  re- 
ally want  to  know.  We  want  to  know  if 
it'll  be  easy  to  find  a quiet  place  to 


we’ll  make  friends  easily  or  need  to  in- 
stall 15  deadbolt  locks  on  our  doors. 
Before  committing  two  or  more  years 
of  our  lives  to  a place  we've  merely 
visited,  we  want  to  make  sure  we’ll  be 
comfortable  there. 

Although  there’s  probably  no  in- 
fallible way  of  rating  a college  unless 
you  actually  take  classes  there,  there 
are  a few  ways  to  go  beyond  simple 
facts  and  get  an  idea  of  what  it  would 
be  like  to  attend  a particular  college. 

One  of  the  simplest  and  most  help- 
ful  resources  is 

www.princetonreview.com,  a compan- 
ion to  the  Princeton  Review’s  guide- 
book, The  Best  375  Colleges.  The 
website  offers  top-20  (and  bottom-20) 
rating  lists  of  the  features  of  375  col- 
leges and  universities  in  the  United 
States.  The  list  topics  range  from  “Lots 
of  Race/Class  Interaction"  to  “Reefer 
Madness”  to  "Great  Campus  Food”  to 
"Students  Dissatisfied  with  Financial 
Aid.”  Anyone  can  view  the  first  five 
schools  on  each  list;  all  20  list  items 
can  be  viewed  after  free  website  regis- 
tration. 

Many  college  websites  offer  vir- 
tual tours  that  provide  a glimpse  of  the 
campus  environment.  If  you’re  not  se- 
rious enough  about  a college  to  actu- 


e and  money  to  visit 
it,  a virtual  tour  is  a good  place  to  start. 

A few  of  the  good  old  college 
guides  provide  opinion  as  well  as  facts. 
Fiske  Guide  to  College  includes  stu- 
dent quotes  regarding  social  life,  home- 
work ethics,  professors,  and  more.  The 
book  explains  in  some  detail  the  politi- 
cal mindset  of  most  students  on  a given 
campus,  the  presence  or  absence  of  fun 
things  to  do  around  town,  the  ease  of 
the  school’s  registration  process,  and 
what  an  average  student  might  be 
found  doing  or  discussing  during  a 
break  between  classes. 

The  College  Prowler  series  also 
gives  prospective  students  the  low- 
down  on  campus  life.  Each  book  in- 
cludes student  quotes  about  every- 
thing from  parking  to  campus  comput- 

After  looking  through  some  of 
these  resources,  1 had  second 
thoughts  about  the  colleges  I’d  been 
considering.  I realize  that  everyone  has 
a different  opinion  of  what  makes  a 
college  good  or  bad.  Actually  visiting 
a college  or  talking  to  a friend  who  at- 
tends that  college  are  probably  the  best 
ways  to  make  good  judgments.  But,  for 
narrowing  down  the  list  of  prospective 
colleges,  these  websites  and  books  are 
a good  place  to  start. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


We’re  not  all  doing  the  ‘Fox  Trot’ 


Dear  Editor, 

Lookout  Joliet  Junior  College, 
there’s  a Fox  on  the  loose!  No,  not  a 
furry  animal,  but  a JJC  Blazei 


any  baseball  fan  reading  this.  Who  i 
the  hell  is  “Mark  McGuire”?  He  makes 
reference  to  him  being  a baseball 
player,  but  rest  assured  ladies  and 


“sportswriter"  gone  wild.  I have  had  gentleman,  there  has  never  been  a base- 
the  wonderful  opportunity  to  attend  ball  player  named  Mark  McGuire.  Per- 
»C  for  the  last  two  years.  In  my  time  haps  he  meant,  Mark  McGWIRE?  To 
here  1 have  collected  my  fair  share  of  someone  that  doesn’t  take  interest  in 
the  wonderful  JJC  publication  that  is 
the  Blazer.  Up  until  now,  1 have  kept 
my  opinions  to  myself,  but  after  a 


baseball  or  sports  writing,  this  may 
seem  a bit  nitpicky.  However,  this  ar- 
ticle came  from  someone  that  is  trying 
;lrticlc  Published  in  the  Feb.  23  persuade  us  to  put  some  stock  in 
edition  of  the  paper.  1 just  can't  hold  it  his  views.  He  makes  it  difficult  to  agree 


i any  longer.  It  i; 
taken  down  a peg. 

I picked  up  the  Blazer  and  flipped 
> the  sports  section  only  to  find,  to 


someone  gets  with  him  when  he  can’t  spell  the  i 
me  correctly. 

My  second  point  is  that  Adam 
akes  it  known  that  former  baseball 


my  amazement,  that  Adam  Fox  and  his  legends,  Pete  Rose  and  Shoeless  Joe 
“Fox  Trot”  have  returned  to  JJC.  For  jacks„n  should  be  in  the  Hall  of  Fame 
those  of  you  who  don't  know,  Mr.  Fox  | completely  agree.  However,  he  says 
informed  us  in  the  May  2004  issue  that  that  if  Barry  Bonds  and  Mark  McGwire 
he  was  leaving  us  to  attend  Northern  were  to  he  inducted  into  the  Hall  of 
Illinois  University  to  pursue  a degree  Fame,  there  should  be  an  asterisk  i 
in  journalism.  A semester  later  he  has 
returned  to  us.  Evidently,  writing  at  a 
major  university  requires  some  skill  in 
the  craft. 

I will  start  with  the  most  recent  ducted  with  no  asterisk  n 


edition  of  the  Fox  Trot  entitled,  “An 
open  letter  to  the  Commissioner."  Be- 
fore I begin  (or  continue)  my  rant,  1 will 
note  that  Mr.  Fox  and  I do  have  one 


to  their  name  to  show  that  their  num- 
bers were  inflated  by  steroid  use.  How- 
ever, two  documented  cheaters  such 
Rose  and  Jackson  should  be  in- 
) their 


? Sounds  a little  hypocritical  t 


My  r 
year’s  March  is 


directed  at  last 
Adam  Fox  and  Jim 


thing  in  common,  we  are  both  White  Allocco  had  a point/counterpoint  de- 
Sox  fans,  but  the  similarities  end  there. 

I,  unlike  Adam,  do  not  let  my  love  for 


the  White  Sox  interfere  with  logical 


bate  on  the  upcoming  2004  MLB  sea- 
i.  Keep  in  mind  that  Adam  has  made 
it  known  how  much  of  a White  Sox  fan 


thinking.  1 will  begin  with  a simple  he  is  In  responding  to  a question 
question  directed  to  Adam,  as  well  as  how  ,j|  White  Sox  will  do  in  ,he  up_ 
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coming  season,  Mr.  Fox  says,  “As 
for  the  White  Stockings,  the  Min- 
nesota Twins  are  finished  and 
White  Sox  will  be  unstoppable." 
Who  exactly  are  the  White  Stock- 
ings? The  White  Stockings  were  a 
baseball  team  that  played  in  Chicago 
from  1876-1889.  The  White  Stock- 
ings went  on  to  become  the  Chicago 
Colts  ( 1 890- 1 897),  who  then  went  on 
to  be  the  Chicago  Orphans  ( 1 898- 
1902),  who  then  went  on  to  become 
who?  No,  not  the  White  Sox,  but 
their  friendly  neighbors  to  the  north, 
the  Chicago  Cubs.  So  essentially, 
Adam  was  saying  that  the  Chicago 
Cubs  would  win  the  AL  Central  in 
2004.  Which  most  sports  fans/writ- 
ers should  know,  is  an  impossibility. 
Also,  when  responding  to  who  will 
be  the  best  manager  in  Chicago, 
Adam  said  that  Ozzie  Guillen  would 
be  receiving  awards  at  “135  street.” 
Is  that  where  Ozzie  lives?  I assume 
that  he  meant  that  Ozzie  would  be 
receiving  these  awards  where  he 
works,  US  Cellular  Field.  But  US 
Cellular  Field  is  on  35"’  St. 

I could  go  on,  but  I would  need 
to  publish  my  own  newspaper  for 
that.  It’s  unfortunate  that  Co-editors 
Andrew  Hrubec  and  Jim  Allocco, 
student  adviser  Bob  Marcink  and  all 
of  the  Blazer  staff  have  to  see  the 
reputation  of  the  paper  decline  due 
to  a self-proclaimed  sportswriter. 
Adam,  seeing  that  you  are  going 
backwards  from  NIU  to  JJC,  maybe 
it  would  be  wise  to  take  one  more 
step  back.  I hear  the  people  at  Joliet 
West  are  looking  for  a new  sports 
editor  for  their  student  paper.  Tiger 
Tales.  Also,  no  need  to  plug  your 
show  on  WJOL  in  this  issue,  I will 
do  it  for  you.  Ladies  and  gentle- 
man, Adam  Fox  is  on  the  WJOL 
show,  the  Outsiders,  from  9-noon  on 
Saturdays.  No  word  yet  on  the  rea- 
son for  their  recent  decline  in  rat- 
ings. 

- Chris  Brownson 

Adam  Fox,  former  Blazer  sports 
editor,  is  writing  for  the  Blazer  this 
spring  while  sitting  out  one 
semester  at  NIU. 
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Defining  success 

An  epidemic  in  need  of  no  cure 


Many  of  us  have  our  own  success 
stories,  whether  a bullet  was  dodged, 
a marijuana-filled  cigarette  was  re- 
jected, a first-choice  college  applica- 
tion accepted  or  maybe  even  possess- 
ing the  capability  of  providing  for  our- 
selves and/or  our  children.  Whatever 
the  case,  just  being  well  enough  to 
have  a success  story  serves  as  a high- 
light in  life,  an  obstacle  to  overcome. 
While  various  perspectives  exist  on 
what  constitutes  a truly  successful  mo- 
ment, in  many  respects,  the  success  of 
others  has  the  ability  to  initiate  a drive 
toward  greatness.  It  instills  in  our 
minds,  hearts  and  souls  the  will  to  reach 
and  reach  and  reach,  until  finally,  we 
have  made  it  to  the  top. 

The  ability  to  define  success  is  an 
intricately  complex  phenomenon  that 
consumes  minds  once  they  are  set  on 
its  attainment.  From  the  child  with 
hopes  of  buying  "Momma"  an  expen- 
sive beautiful  home  to  the  high  school 
or  college  athlete  practically  exhaust- 
ing themselves  toward  that  dream  of 
"going  pro,”  success  brings  about  the 
notion  that  life  is  best  lived  with  some- 
thing to  show  for  it:  a reflection  of  the 
past.  ■ 

Truth  can  be  extracted  in  the  be- 
lief that  success  may  almost  epitomize 
the  “end-all,  be-all"  of  what  our 
thoughts  about  our  future  lives  encap- 
sulate. Yet,  with  all  of  the  “things”  listed 
on  our  “to  get”  lists  after  reaching  suc- 
cess, how  is  it  that  we  discover  what 
achievements  and  self-worth  in  accor- 
dance to  how  others  view  us.  And 
within  those  perceptions,  we  want  to 
envelope  particular  characteristics,  or 
embody  the  perfect  “model"  of  what 
success  should  be.  Or,  in  other  words, 
we  want  to  be  the  next  role  models. 

For  some  JJC  students,  such  as 
Nate  McCullum,  a role  model  may  mean 
being  someone  who’s  “focused  and 
confident."  While  for  others  it  means 
something  different,  yet  quite  similar. 
Take  Paris  Luckett,  she  says,  “A  role 


Snapshots  in 
color 


Kiana  Green 


model  [forme]  is  someone  with  a posi- 
tive attitude,  sets  examples  for  every- 
one to  follow,  and  can  have  an  effect 
on  them,  influence  them.  So,  role  mod- 
els do  still  exist  today,  and  many  stu- 
dents preserve  an  image  of  their  role 
model  to  help  them  with  major  life  deci- 
sions. And  in  some  cases,  that  person 
steps  in  at  the  right  place,  at  the  right 

“If  I could  choose  a role  model,  it 
would  be  Brad  Price,”  says  McCullum. 
“He  encouraged  me  to  play  football  my 
senior  year,  which  I wanted  to  do  any- 
way, but  was  always  told  1 was  too  little. 
Because  of  the  persistence  he  pul  forth 
to  get  me  to  play,  I was  able  to  use  it 
and  go  to  school  for  free." 

Simply  knowing  what  a role  model 
should  be  and  having  a person  who 
envelops  those  characteristics  isn't  all 
there  is  to  being  successful.  Sometimes, 
we  must  go  a step  further  and  initiate 
ourselves  a new  action.  Ask  yourself 
where  you  will  be  in  five  years  from 
now.  Have  you  adopted  your  role 
model 's  characteristics?  And  if  so,  how 
have  you  accomplished  that?  I asked 
these  questions  as  well  to  some  of  the 
campus’  students. 

Darrold  addressed  by  comment- 
ing. “1  see  myself  as  a man  like  my  fa- 
ther, exemplifying  family  and  commu- 
nity values.”  He  continued,  “I’d  be 
career-oriented  and  starting  my  day 


with  a reminder  of  my  goals  and  end- 
ing each  day  having  accomplished 
them." 

There  lies  in  every  student  an  im- 
age of  success,  but  for  African-Ameri- 
can students  sustaining  that  image  is 
as  much  of  a battle  as  overcoming  many 
of  the  obstacles  that  plague  their  com- 
munities. Between  drug  and  alcohol 
use,  school  and  gang  violence,  teen- 
age pregnancy,  and,  in  its  most  discrete 
form,  child  negligence,  everyday  one 
of  these  battles  is  won  is  a success 
story  ih  itself.  Being  able  to  attend  and 
graduate  from  college  with  or  without 
a baby  is  an  accomplishment  rarely 
seen  as  such  from  people  not  a part  of 
the  African-American  community. 
Sadly,  it's  just  slightly  seen  as  an 
achievement  among  African-Ameri- 
cans. Nonetheless,  these  privileged’* 
students  do  possess  awareness  and 
an  understanding  of  the  issues  bom- 
barding the  black  community. 

One  problem  addressed  by  a JJC 
student  that  affects  African-American 
students  within  the  black  community 
is  the  lack  of  family  structures.  Another 
is  the  fact  that  school  is  wrongly  being 
taken  advantage  of,  and  also- the  lack 
of  efficient  educational  and  medical 
standards.  As  stated  by  Stefan  Hicks, 
‘The  elevated  risk  of  being  a victim  of 
‘black  on  black’  crime"  has  yet  to  come 
to  an  end.  With  so  many  issues  em- 
bedding themselves  in  the  black  com- 
munity, it  is  a wonder  that  any  African- 
American  can  remain  positive  enough 
to  envision  success  in  a five-year  fu- 
ture that  may  not  exist.  But  the  fact  is. 
they  can  and  they  do. 

I interviewed  some  JJC  students 
and  found  that  information  does  want 
to  be  known  about  how  to  discover 
what  country  each  “black  American" 
has  descended  from,  about  what  pro- 
grams for  school  are  government- 
sponsored,  and,  most  important  to  the 

See  SUCCESS  page  7 
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If  you  could  make  any 
childhood  game  an 
Olympic  event, 
what  would  it  be? 


“Spin  the  bottle.” 


-Aiden  Quinn, 
Architecture 


“Capture  the  flag.  I 
would  kick  ass, 
man!” 

-Lara  Speroff, 
Psychology 


“Truth  or  Dare.” 

-Kimberly  Knowles, 
Sociology 


"Chutes  and 
Ladders.” 

-John  L.  Kesol, 
undecided 


“Hide  ‘n  Seek.” 

-Latasha  Traylor, 
social  work 


“Marco  Polo.” 


-Angie  Bithos, 
Elementary 
Education 
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Reporter  talks  journalism 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 

Times  Weekly  reporter,  Taryn  Fears,  talks  about  her  success  Feb.  25  at  a luncheon. 


News 

Briefs 

Spring  Break 

Spring  Break  will  be  from  Fri- 
day, March  25  to  Thursday.  Marcli 
31 

Spring  Break  Activities 

The  Student  Wellness  Council 
will  host  Safe  Spring  Break  activi- 
ties including  a Luau  March  22  from 
1 1 a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.  and  a Jeopardy 
game  March  23  12-1  p.m. 

Holistic  Wellness 

Wellness  Week  will  be  April  5- 
7.  Enjoy  Wellness  Seminars  April  5, 
7 in  J-0006  and  the  Wellness  Fair 
April  6 from  10  a.m.  to  I p.m.  on  con- 
courses D-F.  Contact  Pam  Dilday  at 
ext.  2202  for  more  information. 

Musical  Entertainment 

The  Fine  Arts  Department  will 
have  a Metropolitan  Youth  Sym- 
phony Orchestra  concert  Sunday 
March,  20  at  4 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts 
theatre.  For  more  information  con- 
tact Pam  Nogal  at  (630)  257-2733. 

Career  Night-  March  16, 

5-7  p.m. 

The  Technical  Department  will 
hosting  an  AEC  and  CADD  Career 
Night  on  the  T-Building.  For  fur- 
ther information  contact  Sara 
Randolph  at  ext.  2725 

JJC  Basketball  Capture 
Cham  p/onships 

The  Men's  Basketball  team 
won  the  Region  IV  Division  III  Cham- 
pionship after  a winning  gante 
against  the  College  of  DuPagc  63- 
58  The  Wolves  (16- 16  overall)  will 
travel  to  Delhi,  NY  March  17-19  to 
finish  out  the  tournament  and  ad- 
vance to  the  NJCAA  Division  II  Na- 
tional Championship. 

The  Lady  Wolves  took  the  Re- 
gion IV  Division  III  Championship 
after  defeating  Oakton  Community 
College  by  a score  of  72-50  Hie 
Lady  Wolves  (24-X  overall)  will  travel 
to  Coming,  NY  March  17- 19  to  ad- 
vance to  the  NJCAA  Division  III 
National  Championship. 

Web  design  team  takes 
second  place  at  competition 

A JJC  web  design  team  took 
second  place  in  the  First  Annual 
World  Organization  of  Web  Profes- 
sionals (WOW)  International  Web 
Design  Competition.  Each  compet- 
ing tcum  was  required  to  create  a 
functioning  website  for  a non-profit 
organization,  and  each  site  was 
evaluated  on  many  criteria  includ- 
ing overall  visual  appeal,  mechani- 
cal aspects,  site  navigation,  pro- 
gramming. and  professionalism.  JJC 
team  members  were  Agnes  Smolcn. 
Kelsey,  and  Ray  Sullivan.  Their  ad- 
visor was  Angela  Sullivan,  an  as- 
sistant professor  and  web  design 
instructor  at  JJC. 

Looking  for  donations 

The  Early  Childhood  Center  is 
seeking  gently  used  picture  frames 
of  all  styles  and  sizes  to  frame  their 
young  artists'  work.  Please  drop  off 
donations  at  the  Early  Childhood 
Center  or  for  more  information,  call 
Bev  Cavanaugh  at  ext.  2280. 


By  Randal  Donley  and  Matt  Sheehan 

A reporter  from  the  Tunes  Weekly 
newspaper  visited  JJC  Feb.  25*.  enjoy- 
ing lunch  and  answering  questions 
from  students  and  faculty  members 
about  her  success  through  college  and 
her  current  career  choice. 

The  lunch  was  held  at  1 2 p.m.  in  J- 
0006  and  served  13  people  with  salad 
as  an  appetizer,  lasagna  and  green  peas 
for  lunch  and  Tiramisu  for  desert. 

Taryn  Fears,  23,  graduated  from 
Illinois  State  University  with  a Bach- 
elors of  Science  degree  in  Communica- 
tions/Pre-Joumalism. 

Now  a reporter  for  the  Times 
Weekly  for  two  years,  Fears  gave  ad- 
vice to  now  aspiring  college  students. 

"Just  go  for  whatever,  don't  say 
no,"  Fears  said  in  the  discussion. 

Journalism  majors  are  encouraged 
to  get  involved  with  other  campus  ac- 
tivities, publish  their  work  as  much  as 
possible  and  even  minor  in  something 
else  to  have  a nitch  professional  infor- 
mation base  to  fall  back  on. 

Fears  also  gave  details  on  how  she 
continued  to  excel  in  her  major  by  con- 
tinuously reading  books  of  all  kinds 
from  classical  novels  to  poetry. 


Fears  discovered  her  talent  for 
Journalism  during  her  high  school 
years. 


“My  Junior  year  of  high  school  I 
had  a habit  of  running  my  mouth  a lot, 
I was  the  class  clown,"  said  Fears  dur- 


ing the  lunch.  “My  teacher  always  told 
me  I could  write  well.” 
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Let’s  go  clubbing! 

Students  participate  in  campus  clubs 


By  Mela  Machulis 

Many  students  may  not  realize 
that  Joliet  Junior  College  offers  about 
40  clubs  and  organizations  to  join.  The 
wide  variety  of  extracurricular  activi- 
ties includes  sports,  career-oriented 
clubs,  cultural  and  religious  organiza- 
tions. special  interest  groups  and  hon- 
orary societies. 

Psychology  major  Cristina 
Rodriguez  finds  it  difficult  to  partici- 
pate in  clubs  because  they  conflict  with 
her  class  schedule 

“I  was  in  Latinos  Unidos,  but  ev- 
ery time  they  met,  it  was  always  when  1 
had  class,"  she  says.  Although  she  is 
no  longer  a part  of  the  club,  Rodriguez 
says  she  still  keeps  in  touch  with  some 
of  the  people  she  met  while  in  the  group. 

Amber  Vanacora,  a nursing  major, 
feels  that  clubs  and  activities  would 
weigh  too  heavily  on  her  schedule. 

“I've  got  work.  I've  got  school  - 
I’m  busy,  man!"  she  said  when  asked 
why  she  isn’t  involved. 

And  pre-med  student  Kaitlin 
Knippel  says  she  simply  doesn't  have 
the  time  or  the  desire  to  become  part  of 
a club  or  extracurricular  activity. 

Although  many  students  are  not 
involved  with  any  of  the  clubs  at  JJC, 
others  find  fun  and  friendship  in  cam- 
pus organizations.  Engineering  major 
Stephen  Enriquez  is  part  of  JJC’s  divi- 
sion of  the  Intervarsity  Christian  Fel- 
lowship, an  open  club  with  a mission 
to  bring  students  closer  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Enriquez  feels  he  has  benefited 
greatly  from  his  involvement  in  the 
club.  He  likes  being  a part  of  the  fel- 


lowship because  “you  have  people 
who  can  watch  over  you,  and  you  can 
watch  over  them." 

Intervarsity  staff  worker  Phil 
Nordquist  says  one  of  the  important 
activities  of  the  club  is  studying  bibli- 
cal scripture  and  applying  it  to  every- 
day life.  He  hopes  the  fellowship  will 
allow  students  to  gain  a better  under- 
standing of  God  and  that  they  will 
share  the  understanding  with  others. 

Lauren  “Faye"  Cruse,  a human 
resources  management  major,  is  a stu- 
dent leader  of  the  JJC  Irish  Dancers. 
Cruse  and  fellow  dancer  Ashley 
Middleton  formed  the  club  to  teach 
others  about  Irish  culture  and  dance. 
The  Irish  Dancers  hold  performances 
when  opportunities  arise,  and  hope  to 
travel  to  Ireland  this  summer  to  attend 
a dance  festival. 

The  club  is  open  to  all  ages  and 
skill  levels,  which  Cruse  says  is  an  ad- 
vantage because  many  dance  studios 
do  not  offer  lessons  to  adults.  She  be- 
lieves the  club  is  good  for  both  the 
body  and  the  spirit. 

"The  dancing  is  great  exercise,  and 
it’s  a great  way  to  meet  people  with  the 
same  interest  as  you,"  she  says. 

Members  of  JJC’s  Epicurean  Club 
explore  the  world  of  food  by  planning, 
preparing,  and  serving  food  for  some 
of  the  college’s  special  events.  They 
also  take  field  trips  to  places  where  they 
can  learn  more  about  food  and  food 
preparation  tools,  such  as  specialty 
culinary  supply  stores  and  Chicago's 
ethnic  districts. 

The  club  is  not  limited  to  culinary 


arts  majors;  it  is  open  to  any  student 
with  an  interest  in  cooking.  JJC  food 
service  manager  and  club  advisor  Brett 
Randolph  says  he  hopes  club  members 
will  gain  "knowledge,  above  all  things, 


and  just  have  fun.  Cooking  is  all  about 
having  fun." 

Students  interested  in  joining  a 
club  or  organization  at  JJC  may  view 
the  club  listing  online  at  www.jjc.edu/ 


OSA/ccc.html  or  contact  the  Office  of 
Student  Activities (( )SA)at  2X0-2  J08. 
The  OSA  office  is  located  in  room  H- 
1016  on  the  bridge. 


% 

ONLINE  RESEARCH.  QUESTIA  RESEARCH. 


Questla  is  the  world’s  largest  online  library.  With  50,000  books  and  900,000 
articles  right  at  your  fingertips.  Personal  project  folders  to  stay  organized.  And 
powerful  tools  like  auto  bibliography  creation  to  save  time.  Ordinary  online 
research  looks  primitive.  Not  Just  more  sources.  The  right  ones. 


SPECIAL  STUDENT  DISCOUNT! 

UP  TO  S4«*  OFF  REGULAR  SUBSCRIPTION  PRICES 
SUBSCRIBE  TODAY  AT  QUESTIA.COM/aSALE. 


q u e s t©a 

Knowledge  Refined 

www.cpiestia.com 
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Latinos  Unidos  hosts  karaoke 


On  March  8,  Latinos  Unidos 
hosted  a karaoke  event  on  the 
bridge,  qualifying  people  for  next 
month’s  finals  and  collecting 
raffle  tickets  for  a $25  gift  card 
to  Best  Buy. 

The  following  pictures  are 
described  starting  at  the  top  left 
moving  clockwise. 


1 . Jennifer  Sforza  does  “the 
worm". 

2.  Amber  Mann  (‘Lit  L's"  and 
Larry  McGee  (Big  'L's)  perform  Bug- 
a-Boo. 

3.  Starbucks  employee,  Ben 
Hawed,  serves  coffee  to  a student. 

4.  Caprice  Jordan  (left)  and 
Nike  Donald  take  the  stage  with 
Creep  by  TLC. 


rJLooh  how  jar  ijoit  ue  ct 


finish  your  degree  and 

go  even  further 


Did  you  know  that  your  previous  college  credit,  military  or  tech- 
nical credit  and  life  experience  can  count  toward  your  bachelor's 
degree?  And  (hat  you  could  be  up  to  33%  closer  to  graduation? 

Talk  to  us  about  getting  into  an  accelerated  adult  degree  completion 
program  in  Applied  Behavioral  Sciences,  Healthcare  Leadership, 
Management'  or  Management  Information  Systems'.  You  may  be  closer 
tlun  you  think  to  having  your  degree.  You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  find  outl  Call 
1 .8fl8.NLU.TO DAY  I6S8.8632)  or  visit  www.nl.edu. 


You’ll  benefil  front: 

A Small  doss  sizes:  87%  have  20  or  fewer  students.  Ranked  *2  by  D.S,  News  & IVorU  Repoir* 
A Convenient  classes  meet  one  evening  per  week 
A Accelerated  format  for  degree  completion  in  as  litdc  as  12  months** 

A Faculty  with  extensive  practical  experience 

A Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with  financial  aid  and  scholarships  available 
Attend  an  April  information  session: 

Chicago  campus  • 122  S.  Michigan  Ave.  • Thesday,  April  10  • 1 l:30am-l:30pnt  & 5-7pm 
Lisle  campus  • 950  Worrcnville  Road  • Thursday,  April  1-4  • S-7pm 


©•In  .Ik  t'S  Nr*»  O lto-U  ftyert  AH<3  “Awwicft  Ml  G.l^uV  rtport.  NiUoml  ! ...»  I.hkW  nnW  »„•  ati.ni  uftuui  Axkr 

-*■»  l-OV IV^'iuR  or  inafcr <7*4.  • That  pr^nir. 

National-Louis  University 


1.888.NLU.TODAY 

KLtitN  EVANSTON  LISLE  WHEKLIN 


Leam  about  our 
competitive  scholarships 


I Aurc 


Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 


Aurora 
University 


Aurora  University 


Choose  from  40 
undergraduate  programs. 

Earn  or  complete  your 
bachelor's  degree. 

Jump-start  your  career  with 
day  or  evening  classes. 

Apply  onfine  (application  fee 
waned)  at  www.aurora.edu. 
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Horoscopes 


Capricorn 

(12/22-1/19) 

The  verb  “mar"  will  become  the 
new  anti-Bush  rally  cry.  You’ll  just 
never  understand  why. 

Aquarius 

(1/20-2/18) 

You  will  realize  that  it  was  a big 
mistake  to  hire  Rip  Van  Winkle  as 
your  24-hour  bodyguard. 

Pisces 

(2/19-3/20) 

You  will  devise  an  alternate 
ending  to  the  Passion  of  the  Christ 
where  Patrick  Swayze,  also  known 
as  God  himself,  dirty  dances  his  way 
down  from  the  heavens  to  serenade 
Mary  Magdalene. 

Aries 

(3/21-4/19) 

You  will  get  diarrhea  on  your 
birthday  and  be  stampeded  to  death 
in  a violently  burning  building  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  of 
luchadores  that  have  the  same  ex- 
plosive diarrhea-causing  virus. 

Taurus 

(4/20-5/20) 

At  a costume  party  in  Morris, 
you  will  mistake  someone  dressed 
as  a scarecrow  for  Mary-Kale  Olsen. 

Gemini 

(5/21-6/21) 

After  winning  a match  of 
siickball  against  your  distant  immi- 
grant cousin,  you  will  be  accused  by 
the  U.S.  Government  for  illegally  us- 
ing performance-enhancing  drugs. 

Cancer 

(6/22-7/22) 

While  gazing  at  old  flags  in 


downtown  Budapest.  Hungary,  you 
will  be  tickled  calmly  by  a complete 
stranger  until  you  admit  that  George 
and  Martha  Washington  never  really 
loved  each  other. 

Leo 

(7/23-8/22) 

Your  version  of  the  1983  Styx 
super  hit.  “Mr.  Roboto",  will  cause 
an  outbreak  of  Canker  sores  across 
Eastern  Europe. 

Virgo 

(8/23-9/22) 

A strange  man  with  long  hair  will 
keep  pacing  by  your  residency  late 
at  night.  After  realizing  that  it's  only 
Bob  Vila,  you  will  ask  him  to  repair 
your  house.  He  will  respond  that  it  is 
not  old  enough. 

Libra 

(9/23-10/22) 

You  will  secretly  meet  with  sev- 
eral members  of  the  Saudi  Royal  fam- 
ily for  a late-night  rendezvous  at  The 
Hot  Skillet.  After  recieving  Mishari 
bin  Saud  bin  Abd  al-Aziz  Al  Saud’s 
hamburger  between  two  slices  of 
Wonderbread,  Crown  Prince 
Abdullah  will  become  outraged  and 
wage  war  on  all  llamas  living  in 
Cucamonga,  California. 

Scorpio 

(10/23-11/21) 

While  visiting  the  Mattaponi  In- 
dian Reservation  in  Virginia,  you  will 
be  recruited  by  a top  Al  Qaida  offi- 
cial. 

Sagittarius 

(11/22-12/21) 

Your  worst  nightmares  will  come 
true  once  your  hairdresser  mistak- 
enly gives  you  the  Paul  Reiser  hair- 


TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Part-Time 

Full-Time 

Convenient 

Online 

Degree 

Short  Course 

Certificate 


l!T  provides  the  skills 
and  knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  1 00  degree 
and  certificate 
programs  available 


Undergraduate  Degree 
Programs  Include: 


Information  Technology  Computer 
& Management  Science 


ConpMt  ant  Uitowk  Sacuriry 

PN(Kt  loiopnau 

HetMiklig  ord  Couminlntirm 

Safnran  Omtapnett 

ObU  Mmpfmwl 

Intmat  aid  HitfnnU  Conwtn 

SrvUfroWnmlitrahon 


Electrical  & 
Computer 
Engineering 

Architecture 

Biology 

ChemUtTy 


Industrial  Technology 
& Management 

Induitilol  Lojiilia 
ladustilol  Fddllfm 


Humanities 

Civil 

Engineering 


■anuiodrinj  Tatbntitgy  Psychology 


» Transfer  Scholarships 
Available 

* Locations  in  Wheaton 
and  Chicago 

» Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  a bachelors  degree 
Make  an  appointment  with  an  adviser  today 


www.iit.edu 

(630)  682-6001 
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black  race  right  now.  if  there  is  a cure 
for  AIDS.  So  this  little  bit  of  evidence 
suggest  that  there  does  lay  a percent- 
age that  does  not  find  the  use  of  drugs 
and  alcohol  more  appealing  than  pick- 
ing up  a book.  Or  there  wants  to  be- 
come a positive  statistic  such  as  a 
graduate  of  college  with  honors  and 
finding  a job  straight  out  of  high 


school,  instead  of  a negative  one  that 
ends  up  dead  or  incarcerated  by  the 
time  their  25th  birthday  rolls  around. 

Stereotypes  still  run  wild  even  in 
today's  society  and  400  years  of  en- 
slavement couldn't  tear  that  image  of 
success  from  the  minds  of  African- 
American  generations  that  would  t'ol- 
low.  This  "disease"  has  spread  widely 


through!  the  African-American  popu- 
lation, and,  frankly,  it  doesn’t  need  to 
be  "fixed."  It  needs  no  cure.  I've  found 
that  one  belief  must  remain  unvarying 
in  the  minds,  hearts  and  "souls  of  black 
folks",  you  must:  pass  by  life  instead 
of  IT  passing  by  YOU 


YOU  HAVE  A LOT  OF 

OPTIONS  NOW. 

AND  EVEN  MORE 

cAfter 

(graduation. 


When  yoi 
transfer  m 
De Paul’s  School 
of  Computet  Science, 
rdeconimunkationv  and 
Information  Systems  (vve  call 
it  CT1),  you’re  cnicririg  U»e 
largest  technology  pn*giartt  in 
the  country.  Which  means  it 
you  know  what  you  re  interested  bccaus^] y 

in.  v/c  have  a degree  tor  you 
Ami  it  you  don'*  know  what 
you're  interested  in.  well,  we 


have  plenty  of 

choit  to 

you  figure  it  our 
Plus,  Chicago  is  filled  with 
CTl  graduates  who  can  help 
you  throughout  your  career 
with  everything  from  intern- 
\hi|»s  to  networking.  After  all. 
your  options  shouldn't  end  just 


DePauiUniversity 


school  or  coMPvms  saiuc 
TTIFCOMMUMICATIONS  AMD 
INFORMATION  SYSTEMS 


For  more  information  visit  depaul.edu/cticommunitycollecje 


i y [ j^)  i j" 


You're  acting  giddy.  There’s  butterflies  in  your  stomach. 

A warm,  tingling  sensation  is  floating  through  your  body. 
Is  it  love,  or  is  it  because  you  just  discovered  how  much 
cash  Joliet  Textbooks  will  give  you  for  your  used  books? 


Getting  more  for  your  used  books  at  Joliet  Textbooks  is  a feeling  everyone  loves. 

That's  why  we  buy  books  back  every  business  day.  __ 

v All  colleges  AS  universities  K 

So  don't  even  think  of  seSing  your  books  anywhere  else  ^ 
until  you  check  out  what  they- re  worth  at  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 

Then. . .get  ready  to  feel  the  love. 

^TEXTBOOKS  81 5.773.1800 

1106  Houbolt  Road  • Joliet  • Across  the  street  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 


Whether  you're  buying  or  selling  books,  see  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 
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Trinity  Christian  College-Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 

T w-OlfVC  l SjE  f AFF0R0A8  1 |*V  TIMELY 


I'oi  earn  youi  LeJcniny 
only  v*  nlcht  n week. 


In  jv  Cllle  as  tv, ; yean,  you  can  corrfiela  /oui  liaclioloi's  iltf.n 
rot  Heat  on.  lr  rnly  Adnll  - i'-  pacim  r.  at-  mil  i 
lu  glie  you  Maximum  liuncli-.i  ■!»  minimal  inter  f«son  to  y:.-  c 


mimunily  vrtte  Irar  nj  reaches  bey:-:  llio 
jee  Wue  you  can  Ixxe  Uiu  ext  step  lor  ls.Hi 


At  Trinity  you'll  llnd 
in mJ  anil  spirit.  It's  , 


B^cbtlor  ol  Aits  in  Ei^jton  willi 
Tex:  vug  Certrllcalioo 


Call  us  today  at  708.239.4768  lor  mote  information  ami  to  receive  a no  obligation  transcript  evaluation. 


Be  In  Demand. 

Stay  In  Command. 


"As  far  as  the  pay  is  concerned, 
I know  people  who  have  gone 
tocoHegefor  four  years  who 
don’t  make  as  much  money  as 
Ido.  Ten  years  ago  when  I fust 
joined  the  trades,  my  salary 
increased  over  three  times  of 
what  I was  making  before. 
It  changed  my  life  completely. " 

Palmer  Sanders 
Chicago  Distort  Council 
Joumeyworker  Laborer 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a career? 


The  TRCA  is  committed 
to  increasing  skill  levels. 
You'll  receive  a high  degree 
of  high  tech  education. 


-Plus- 


The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance  helps  you 
to  take  command  of  your  future  with  a career 
in  the  kxal  union  construction  trades  where  you 
can  earrvwhile-you-leam. 


Excellent  wag«  end  000(1  pay Great  benefits  Job  s«unty,  and  a life- 

benefits  time  of  learning. 


• Eam-While-You-Leam 
continuing  educational 
process. 

• Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels, 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command.  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades  at 

wwvtf.threenca^om. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 


mm® 


The  Alliance  That  Works.  ^ 

Together.  QI11P 


SKUNK 
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In  order  to  catch  the  skunks,  live 
bait  traps  are  set  with  microwaved  but- 
tered popcorn.  Once  the  skunk  has 
been  caught  in  the  trap,  Rivera  then 
calls  Durbaj  to  remove  it  from  the  cam- 
pus. 

Trappers  were  at  one  time  able  to 
re-release  them  back  into  the  wild,  but 
according  to  Rivera,  due  to  the  spread 
of  rabies  and  other  diseases,  some  of 
the  skunks  are  legally  euthanized  with 
gas  to  prevent  future  problems. 


As  of  press  time,  nine  skunks,  four 
raccoons  and  one  opossum  were 
caught,  along  with  a few  random  squir- 
rels. All  but  one  skunk  has  been  caught 
near  the  G building  and  the  fitness  cen- 
ter. Since  Durbaj  began  trapping  here 
on  campus,  Rivera  said  that  he  hasn’t 
received  any  phone  calls. 

Rivera  feels  that  the  skunks  re- 
leased their  spray  due  to  encounters 
with  other  animals,  possibly  raccoons. 


Join  the  Blazer  Staff  in  Fall  2005! 

The  Blazer  is  seeking  a production  manager  and 
an  advertising  manager  for  the  fall  2005 
semester. 

The  production  manager  is  a paid,  hourly 
position  and  the  advertising  manager  is  a paid, 
commission  position. 

Interested  students  should  call  Bob  Marcink  at 
280-2607,  or  email  him  at  rmarcink@jjc.edu. 


WWW.W0RKF0RSTUDENTS.COM 

Customer  Sales/Service 
$13.00  Base-Appt. 
Flexible  Schedules 
Scholarships  Available 
Conditions  Apply,  All  Ages  18+ 
Call  Today!  708-460-8090 


See 

L#;at  Millikin 

Now  Accepting 
Fall  2005  Transfers. 

• $4,000-$7,500  merit 
scholarships  available. 

• Only  1 2 credits  needed 

to  transfer! 

• 99 % of  grads  get  jobs  or 
go  to  grad  school  within 

six  months! 

lY/lyy  -w-  ~W~W  7"  | a jtm  1 184  West  Main  Street 

1V11LLIKJUN  ££££““ 

UNIVERSITY  T2ZZZL 

No  app  fee! 

Apply  at  www.millikin.edu/apply 

Open  Houses 

Sunday.  April  10.  ' 00  pm  to  3 30  pm 
SchajinburgCdmous.  1^30  N.  Roosevelt  BlvC 
Sunday.  Ap*  it  17.  1 00  pm  !o  3 30  p<n 
Chicaoo  Campus,  A3C  S Michigan  Ave 
To  register,  call  i-877-apply  ru 

or  visit  wwtv.'coscvell  edu.opcnhouse 


RoosrvF.i  T Umtf.rsity 
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Famous  writer 
commits  suicide 


By  Brandi  Campbell 

Once  again,  a literary  figure  and/ 
or  journalist  artist  has  taken  his/her  life 
into  his/her  own  hands  for  twisted  in- 
dividuals to  romanticize  over. 

Hunter  Stockton  Thompson  was 
67  years  old  and  died  on  Feb.  20, 
2005  due  to  a self-inflicted  gunshot 
wound  to  the  head  in  his  Woody  Creek, 
Colo.  home.  This  eccentric  fellow  and 
enemy  of  feminism  did  a lot  of  note- 
worthy things  in  his  life,  though  his 
.career  began  modestly  enough  in 
Niceville,  Fla. 

Thompson  wrote  for  the  Eglin  air 
force  base  in  Niceville,  where  he  was 
enlisted  until  being  honorably  dis- 
charged. He  then  worked  as  a copy 
editor  for  Time  magazine  briefly  before 
leading  a “beat”  lifestyle  and  writing 
freelance  articles  for  various  newspa- 
pers. He  also  wrote  several  stories  dur- 
ing this  time,  including  The  Rum  Diary 
and  Prince  Jellyfish.  Thompson  failed 
miserably  at  gening  these  stories  pub- 
lished. 

In  1965,  when  Thompson  was 
about  38  years  of  age,  Carey 
McWilliams  (former  editor  of  The  Na- 
tion) approached  Thompson  with  an 
idea  for  him  to  do  a story  on  his  rela- 
tionship with  the  “Hell’s  Angels."  The 
Hell’s  Angels  was/is  a motorcycle 
gang,  historically  associated  with  tak- 
ing part  in  numerous  murders  and  gang 
rapes.  This  article  for  The  Nation  on 
Thompson’s  friendship  with  such  in- 
dividuals was  his  ‘big  break’ , so  one  is 
able  to  understand  the  ultimate 
demise  of  such  a person. 

After  his  story  on  the  gang.  Ran- 


dom House  published  his  book  about 
them  entitled  Hells  Angels:  The  Strange 
and  Terrible  Saga  of  the  Outlaw  Mo- 
torcycle Gangs,  which  further  glamor- 
ized unnecessary  harming  of  others.  In 
1966,  radical  feminist,  Susan 
Brownmiller,  elegantly  explained  in  her 
book,  Against  Our  Will:  Men,  Women 
and  Rape,  the  objective  wrongfulness 
of  gang  rape  in  Thompson’s  book. 

Later  in  life,  he  worked  for  Rolling 
Stone  magazine,  and  also  wrote  his 
most  famous  book,  Fear  and  Loath- 
ing in  Las  Vegas.  In  1970,  after  he  at- 
tained a certain  degree  of  literary  suc- 
cess, Thompson  decided  to  run  for 
Sheriff  of  Pikton  Country,  Colo.  He  had 
several  platforms  that  he  was  running 
on,  including  renaming  Aspen,  Colo. 
“Fat  City,  Colorado,”  tearing  down  all 
of  the  streets  and  making  them  into  bike 
paths,  decriminalizing  drug  possession 
and  decriminalizing  the  sale  of  drugs. 
Thompson  shaved  his  head  bald  and 
referred  to  his  opponent  (a  republican) 

See  THOMPSON  page  10 
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Travolta,  ‘Be  Cool’  falls  ‘Shorty’ 


Review 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

John  Travolta  seems  to  be  the  king 
of  comebacks.  For  every  Slaying  Alive, 
Look  Who's  Talking  Now  and  While 
Man's  Burden,  he  has  a Tulp  Fiction. 
And  for  every  Lucky  Numbers,  Basic 
and  Balllefield  Earth,  he  has  a Gel 
Shorty.  Unfortunately,  Be  Cool  cannot 
be  considered  another  of  his  come- 
backs; it's  just  another  Swordfish. 

Be  Cool  is  a sequel  to  the  irrever- 
ently smart  and  witty  1995  comedy  Get 
Shorty  in  which  Travolta  plays  Chili 
Palmer,  a shylock  who  goes  to  collect 
debts  form  a movie  producer  in  L A. 
but  ends  up  staying  there  to  become  a 
producer  himself.  In  Be  Cool,  Chili  has 
become  sick  of  the  movie  business  and 
decides  to  go  into  music  producing, 
discovering  a beautiful  yet  talented 
singer  named  Linda  Moon  (Christina 
Milian). 

Using  his  suave  and  threatening 
forms  of  persuasion.  Chili  gets  Moon 
out  of  her  current  contract,  that  she 
hales,  with  Raji  (Vince  Vaughn),  an 
Eminem  wannabe  who  talks  like  a white 
guy  trying  to  talk  like  he's  from  the 
streets.  Raji's  bodyguard,  Elliot 
Wilhelm  (The  Rock),  is  an  afro-wear- 
ing, cowboy-loving,  struggling  gay 
actor.  His  ambition  to  become  an  actor 
by  becoming  friendly  with  Chili  pre- 
cedes his  obligation  to  beat  the  crap 
out  of  the  ex-loan  shark. 

Getting  into  the  fray  is  Raji's  boss, 
Nick  Carr  (Harvey  Keitel)  andEdie  Ath- 
ens (Umu  Thurman),  a widow  of  a 
record  executive  that  drove  the  com- 
pany into  the  ground  and  is  practically 
bankrupt.  The  company,  though,  owes 
money  to  gangsta  rap  producer  Sin 
LaSalle  (Cedric  the  Entertainer)  and  his 
rap  group  called  the  Dub  M.D.'s,  which 
includes  Dabu  (Andre  Benjamin  aka 


Andre  3000  of  Outkast).  The  plot  con- 
sists of  all  these  people  trying  to  off 
each  other  in  schemes  to  look.  ..cool. 

The  plot  is  nothing  but  a jumbled 
mess.  John  Travolta  looks  visibly 
bored.  He  seems  to  be  there  wonder- 
ing “Wait!  What’s  this  got  to  do  with 
Get  ShortyV  He  also  stands  around 
looking  like  he’s  wondering  when  he 
gets  paid.  To  say  the  least,  that’s  about 
all  he  got  out  of  it. 

And  why  Uma?  The  whole  basis 
of  her  being  in  the  movie  is  the  fact 
that  it's  reuniting  her  with  her  dance 
partner,  Travolta,  from  Pulp  Fiction, 
which  has  the  two  in  a cinematically 
infamous  dance  sequence.  And  the  two 
come  together  again  on  the  dance  floor 


in  an  extremely  over  hyped  and  extra- 
long  dance  sequence.  By  the  time  we 
realize  what  is  happening — The  Dance. 
Part  2 — we  are  only  a third  the  way 
through  the  sequence.  It  ran  too  long 
and  just  needed  to  show  that,  yes,  we 
remember  Pulp  Fiction  and  just  move 
on  with  the  story.  And  that  is  too  much. 

Milian  is  typecast  as  a gorgeous 
(she  certainly  is)  R&B-rooted  singer 
who  sings  the  occasional  softie,  piano- 
accompanied  ballad,  while  the  rest  is 
your  average  pop  crap.  As  Linda 
Moon,  she  ends  up  performing  with 
Aerosmith  (in  which  the  band  plays 
themselves,  with  Steven  Tyler  having 
some  decent  screen  time).  Then,  Linda 
Moon  becomes  the  hottest  act  in  mu- 


sic. But  here’s  the  thing:  wouldn’t  you 
then  choose  a singer  who  was  actually 
ft\  at  one  point,  like,  say,  Alicia  Keys 
or  Ashanti?  If  Linda  Moon  is  the  hot- 
test performer,  shouldn’t  that  at  least 
be  reflected  by  the  actor?  A perfect  fit 
would  have  been  Aaliyah,  but,  sadly, 
she  is  no  longer  with  us.  She  could  act; 
Milian  can't. 

However,  the  film  is  somewhat  sal- 
vaged by  some  bright  and  entertain- 
ing performances.  Vince  Vaughn  is 
funny — for  the  first  half  of  the  movie, 
but  then  his  acting  like  he’s  from  the 
hood  gets  old,  boring  and  annoying. 
And  all  the  major  critics  seem  to  be 
saying  that  only  The  Rock  came  out  of 
the  movie  with  dignity  and  praise.  I dis- 


agree, to  a point.  Yes,  he  was  funny 
as  a gay  man.  He  continues  to  show 
that  he  is  just  one  step  above 
Schwarzenegger,  showcasing  his 
slightly  better  acting  chops  and  co- 
medic timing.  He  continues  his  rise 
to  stardom. 

The  film’s  brightest  spot  is  an- 
other crossover  looking  to  become 
a double  threat.  No,  its  not  another 
wrestler — its  Andre  Benjamin  of  rap 
group  Outkast.  His  real-life  persona 
gives  me  the  feeling  of  a “Wish  I 
was  a gangsta  but  I’m  a happy-go- 
lucky  rapper"  performer.  He’s  tal- 
ented in  front  of  a mic  and  great  here, 

He's  a trigger-happy  man  who 
also  wants  to  be  a true  gangsta  but 
ends  up  doing  non-gangsta  stuff, 
like  sip — I mean  slurp — espresso 
with  his  pinky  hanging  in  the  air.  If  it 
were  not  for  these  performances — 
one  okay  and  two  great — the  film 
would  have  been  another  zero-star 
movie  with  a four-star  cash  Instead, 
it  doubles  up  for  a half-ass  attempt 
of  a two-star  flick. 

Do  yourself  a favor;  watch  Get 
Shorty.  It  just  came  out  on  a special- 
edition,  two-disc  DVD  and  is  a defi- 
nite for  fans  of  the  movies.  As  John 
Travolta  says  in  Get  Shorty,  “Ini  not 
saying  anymore  than  I have  to,  if 
that." 

Unfortunately,  he  says  this 
again  and  again  in  Be  Cool — and 
then  some  more.  But  Cool  contra- 
dicts Shorty — the  line  is  practically 
the  motto  of  Chili  & Co.  in  Shorts'. 
Be  Cool  just  recycles  old  cliches 
about  the  film  and  music  industries 
and  also  itself;  in  fact,  it  insults  it- 
self with  so  many  references  to  the 
film  being  filmed  in  the  Get  Shorty 
(movie  in  a movie)  and  bombards  the 
audience  with  incessant  meddling 
into  its  own  business  of  show  busi- 
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as  “my  long-haired  opponent,"  despite 
the  fact  that  the  opponent  had  a crew 
cut.  He  lost  by  a narrow  margin. 

Thompson  once  hosted  a Super 
Bowl  party  that  George  W.  Bush  at- 
tended, while  both  were  basking  in 
their  cocaine  days.  Thompson  also 
managed  to  attain  an  interview  with 
Richard  Nixon,  on  the  condition  that 
they  would  only  discuss  football. 

After  Nixon's  death  in  1994,  Th- 
ompson is  quoted  as  saying,  “His  cas- 
ket (should)  have  been  launched  into 
one  of  those  open-sewage  canals  that 
empty  into  the  ocean  just  south  of  Los 
Angeles. 

He  was  a swine  of  a man  and  a 
jabbering  dupe  of  a president.  Nixon 
was  so  crooked  that  he  needed  ser- 
vants to  help  him  screw  his  pants  on 
every  morning.  Even  his  funeral  was 
illegal.  He  was  queer  in  the  deepest 
way.  His  body  should  have  been 
burned  in  a trash  bin." 

Thompson  was  the  first  person  to 
coin  the  term  "gonzo  journalism,” 
which  means  that  the  journalist  is  un- 
able to  remove  him/herself  from  the 
subject  being  written  about  and  be- 
lieves that  objectivity  in  journalism  is 
a myth.  Thompson,  ironically,  was  of- 
ten accused  of  being  too  objective  and 
reporting  the  truth  to  an  extreme  by 
documenting  details  of  every  single 
person’s  actions. 

He  would  also  throw  himself  into 


the  situation  and  report  his  outland- 
ish, often  drug-induced  actions.  Two 
movies  were  made  that  were  loosely 
based  on  his  life  - Where  the  Buf- 
falo Roam  starring  Bill  Murray  in 
1980,  which  flopped,  and  Fear  and 
Loathing  in  Las  Vegas  in  1 998  with 
Johnny  Depp,  which. did  slightly 
better.  Another  film  starring  Depp  is 
currently  in  production. 

Thompson  left  behind  one  son, 
one  wife  and  an  ex-wife.  He  was  fa- 
mously a fan  of  firearms  and  was 
known  to  keep  a keg  of  gunpowder 
in  his  basement.  His  last  wish  was 
to  have  his  ashes  shot  from  a can- 

I don’t  like  Hunter  S.  Thomp- 
son because  I think  that  gang  rape 
is  quite  wrong,  as  is  the  Hell’s  An- 
gels. I also  am  not  a fan  of  guns. 
However,  1 am  a fan  of  gonzo  jour- 
nalism, decriminalizing  drugs  and 
tarnishing  the  name  of  Richard 
Nixon. 

I once  had  a lover  who  said  that 
his  admiration  of  Hunter  S.  Thomp- 
son “borders  on  the  line  of  homo- 
erotic." After  watching  the  report  of 
his  suicide,  my  blue-collar,  conser- 
vative democrat  father  said, 
"Looked  like  a weirdo."  Weirdo  he 
was;  as  one  of  his  flyers  for  the  sher- 
iff campaign  said,  “It  never  got  weird 
enough  for  me."  Adieu,  dear  Weirdo, 
adieu. 
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Lady  Wolves  advance  to  national  tournament 


By  Adam  Fox 

The  JJC  Lady  Wolves  will  be 
playing  in  their  second  consecutive 
NJCAA  National  Tournament.  The 
Lady  Wolves,  24-8  (9-1  N4C),  will  be 
playing  seven-seeded  Brookdale 
Community  College,  NJ.  (18-9)  on 
Thursday  March  1 7 at  8 pm.  The  Lady 
Wolves  are  the  second  seed. 

While  getting  to  the  National 
Tournament  has  been  a goal  of  theirs 
all  season,  all  the  Lady  Wolves  will 
not  let  up  till  they  win  it  all. 

“It’s  rewarding  anytime  you  can 
get  to  your  goal,  to  feel  that  sense  of 
accomplishment.  But  this  does  not 
mean  by  any  means  we’re  done,"  said 
head  coach  Tony  Giese. 

The  Lady  Wolves  defeated  Rock 
Valley  Community  College  and 


Oakton  Community  College  in  the  Re- 
gional Tournament  on  March  3 and  5, 
respectively,  to  qualify  for  the  National 
Tournament. 

JJC  defeated  Rock  Valley  College 
by  a score  of  88-56.  Leading  the  way 
for  the  Lady  Wolves  was  Heather 
Graefnitz  with  28  points  and  7 rebounds. 
Meaghan  Price  added  21  points  and  1 1 
rebounds,  while  Jenna  Barghahn 
chipped  in  with  1 1 points.  Amber  Mann 
had  a team-high  10  assists,  while  Julie 
Schmidt  added  9 assists. 

The  Regional  Championship  game 
versus  Oakton  marked  the  third  time 
the  two  rivals  played  each  other  this 
season.  Leading  the  way  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  was  Barghahn  with  21  points, 
7 assists  and  5 steals.  Graefnitz  had  15 
points  and  a team-high  7 rebounds. 


Schmidt  and  Price  each  chipped  in  with 
13  points  apiece.  Schmidt  recorded  a 
team-high  8 assists  in  the  contest. 

JJC  collected  a perfect  season  ver- 
sus Oakton  CC,  3-0. 

“Oakton  played  us  tough  twice 
this  year,  we  have  to  give  them  a lot  of 
credit,"  said  Giese. 

Brookdale  Community  College 
boasts  four  players  in  double  digits  in 
points  per  game.  Brookdale  is  ranked 
12  in  team  offense. 

Barghahn  was  named  Tourna- 
ment MVP,  while  Price  and  Graefnitz 
made  the  All-Tournament  team  as  well. 
Theresa  Larson  (College  of  DuPage), 
Darcy  Leslie  (Oakton  CC)  and  Koula 
Damianides  (Oakton  CC)  also  made  the 
All-Toumament  team. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Athletic  Department 

JJC  women's  basketball  player  leads  a fastbreak. 
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Wolves  go 
to  New  York 

By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  men’s  basketball  team  was 
recently  deemed  the  Region  IV  Divi- 
sion III  Champions  after  a 63-58  defeat 
over  College  of  DuPage.  Going  into  the 
tournament,  the  Wolves  were  the  three 
seed,  but  after  outstanding  team  play, 
the  Wolves  have  made  it  into  the  cham- 
pionship game  in  Delhi,  New  York. 

On  March  17-19,  the  Wolves  will 
compete  for  the  NJCAA  Division  III 
National  Championship  when  the  face 
Massachusetts'  Bunker  Hill  Commu- 
nity College  (21-9)  in  the  first  round  of 
the  tournament. 

The  Wolves  stepped  up  their  per- 
formance against  the  DuPage  Chapar- 
rals. Due  to  the  loss  of  two  players  from 
the  team,  (he  Wolves  were  left  with 
only  six  players  and  a difficult  task. 
Despite  their  recent  loss,  the  remain- 
ing six  showed  a great  deal  of  team- 
work and  determination  lo  annihilate 
C.O.D. 

Freshman  forward  Larry  McGee 
look  control  of  the  court  recording  yet 
another  double-double.  Met  ice  fin- 
ished with  14  points  and  14  rebounds, 
He  was  also  deemed  MVP  of  the  tour - 
namenl.  His  performance  on  the  court 
has  improved  as  the  season  pro- 
gressed. 

Other  JJC  standouts  include 
sophomore  guard  Juwond  Gage  witli  a 
(cam  high  of  1 8 points  and  7 rebounds. 
Meanwhile  sophomore  guard  Anthony 
Smith  finished  with  1 3 points. 

The  Wolves  recent  87-85  defeat 
over  former  N4C  rival  Harper  College 
helped  the  Wolves  advance  in  the  Re- 
gion IV  Tournament.  This  was  the 
Wolves  third  time  playing  Harper  Col- 
lege; JJC  lost  the  first  two  games. 

Harper  tied  the  game  with  6.8  sec- 
onds left  in  the  game.  The  ball  was 
knocked  into  McGee's  hands  and  he 
shot  a 2-poinlcr  and  the  ball  hit  the  rim 
and  bounced  around  until  it  eventu- 
ally went  in  as  the  buzzer  sounded. 

McGee  again  saved  the  game  with 
team  highs  of  24  points  and  9 re- 
bounds. While  teammates  Arius 
Young  recorded  19  points,  and  An- 
thony Smith  had  15. 

The  Wolves  are  currently  prepar- 
ing for  the  Region  IV  D-I1I  Champion- 
ship in  New  York.  Be  sure  to  cheer  and 
support  the  men's  basketball  team  be- 
fore they  leave  for  Delhi. 

For  more  tournament  information 
visit  www.njcaa.org.  On  behalf  of  JJC 
and  the  athletic  department,  we  wish 
the  men's  basketball  team  good  luck  in 
New  York. 
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Men’s  baseball  takes 
hard  loss  to  the  Bulldogs 


Photo  courtesy  of  Athietlc  Department 

JJC  Wolves  baseball  team  hopes  for  warm  weather  and  a successful 2005  season. 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  men’s  baseball  team  re- 
cently took  a grueling  1 1 -0  loss  the  tal- 
ented South  Suburban  Bulldogs.  At  the 
time,  the  Wolves  were  only  4 games 
into  their  season,  which  makes  their 
record  at  press  time  2-2. 

The  cold  weather  was  a major  fac- 
tor in  the  Wolves  performance.  Sopho- 
more pitcher  Andy  Marquie  tried  to  help 
the  Wolves  come  back,  but  the  Bull- 
dogs took  an  early  lead  and  the  Wolves 
fell  short. 

Marquie  recorded  9 strikeouts,  3 
walks,  while  allowing  3 earned  runs. 
During  this  time  of  the  season,  when 
it’s  still  cold  outside,  it’s  hard  to  try 
and  keep  your  arm  warm  and  loose 
Marquie  stated. 

‘The  weather  does  have  an  effect 
on  our  performance;  we  try  to  fight 
through  it.  Most  of  us  are  from  the 
north  where  it's  colder  out,  but  all  we 
can  do  is  fight  through  it,”  commented 
Marquie  on  the  cold  weather. 

Marquie  also  commented  on  the 
rough  loss  to  South  Suburban  College. 

‘The  main  thing  we  need  to  im- 
prove on  is  unity,  working  as  a team.  I 
think  right  now  we  lack  unity,  but  once 
we  put  it  all  together  we'll  break  out 
and  be  unstoppable,”  stated  Marquie. 

Even  though  the  weather  has  been 
a factor  early  in  the  season,  the  Wolves 
are  headed  to  warmer  climates.  The 
team  left  for  sunny  Nashville,  Tenn.  on 
March  12  and  will  be  returning  on  the 
March  18.  They  will  get  a chance  to 
play  10  games  before  the  N4C  eonfer- 

When  they  return,  the  Wolves  will 
face  a doubleheader  against  Highland 
Community  College  and  Western  Wis- 
consin, which  may  have  a negative  ef- 
fect on  their  performance. 

“We'll  be  tired,  but  it  is  something 
we  are  going  to  have  to  get  used  to. 
Our  whole  schedule  is  like  that  for  the 
rest  of  the  season,"  added  Marquie. 

The  Wolves  recently  beat  Moraine 
Valley  11-7.  Thanks  to  sophomore 
pitcher,  Vince  Rizzi,  who  recorded  10 
strikeouts  in  7 innings  and  only  allowed 
4 hits. 

Other  standouts  were  sophomore 
Darren  McEvilly  with  2 doubles  and 
Nick  Morris  with  a fifth  inning  grand 
slam. 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  men’s  basketball  team  re- 
cently advanced  to  the  Region  IV  Di- 
vision 111  tournament.  This  is  a time 
when  the  team  is  supposed  to  come 
together  and  connect  with  one  another 
to  become  a contender. 

However,  the  team  is  falling  apart 
rather  than  uniting.  TWo  of  the  team’s 
most  important  players  quit  the  team 
on  Thursday,  March  3,  as  the  Wolves 
advanced  into  the  Region  IV  Touma- 

Freshman  guard,  Shane  Smoot, 
and  freshman  forward  Sean  Farver  left 
the  team  for  unknown  reasons.  Farver, 
from  Goshen,  Ind.,  led  his  county  in 
scoring,  rebounds  and  free  throws 
while  in  high  school.Both  players  were 


From  here  on  out.  the  Wolves 
have  a great  chance  in  becoming  Re- 
gional Champs,  but  it  is  the  sopho- 
mores who  really  need  to  step  up  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  to  ensure 
their  success. 


important  pieces  to  the  Wolves  suc- 
cess this  season. 

With  the  loss  of  Farver  and  Smoot, 
the  Wolves  will  be  competing  with  only 
six  players  in  the  national  champion- 
ship tournament  being  held  this  week, 
March  17-19. 

TWo  current  players  on  the  team, 
who  wished  to  be  named  anonymous, 
stated  that  they  reason  they  left  was 
not  because  of  a lack  in  playing-time. 
No  official  reason  has  been  given. 

Head  coach  Joe  Kuhn  refused  to 
comment  about  the  reason  the  two  play- 
ers left. 

However,  he  did  acknowledge  that 
the  two  players  did  quit  and  that  the 
current  six  players  are  coming  together 
to  finish  out  the  final  games. 


"Coach  King’s  philosophy  is  that 
it's  his  program,  but  it’s  our  team.  It’s 
the  sophomores  job  to  step-up  be- 
cause it’s  a huge  transition  from  high 
school  ball  to  college  ball  and  the  fresh- 
man need  some  guidance,”  stated 


Sean  Farver 


Marquie  on  his  job  as  a leader. 

The  Wolves  will  face  Highland 
and  Western  Michigan  on  March  19 
with  both  games  at  home  starting  at 
10:00  am.  All  home  games  will  be  played 
at  JJC's  main  campus. 


tourney 


Shane  Smoot 


Athletes  leave  team 

Wolves  short-handed  for 


Athletes 
of  the 
issue 


Julie  Schmidt 


This  sophomore 
guard  out  of  Beecher 
High  School  has  been  a 
prominent  figure  on  the 
JJC  women’s  basketball 
team.  As  their  season 
progressed,  Schmidt 
stepped  up  her  perfor- 
mance offensively  and 
defensively.  During  her 
freshman  year  here  at 
JJC,  Schmidt  has  started 
all  35  games.  Her  con- 
tributions this  year  have 
helped  the  Wolves  be- 
come Region  IV  Divi- 
sion III  champions, 
which  awarded  them  a 
trip  the  New  York  for  the 
NJCAA  Division  HI  on 
March  17-19. 


Andy  Marquie 


The  6’ 3”  left-handed 
pitcher  from  Bishop 
McNamara  High  School 
has  been  nothing  but 
successful  here  on  JJC’s 
baseball  team.  He 
played  well  for  the 
Wolves  last  year,  and 
this  year  his  perfor- 
mance has  only  im- 
proved. Recently, 
Marquie  pitched  against 
South  Suburban  College 
and  despite  the  Wolves’ 
loss,  he  recorded  9k’s 
and  only  3 walks.  Being 
a gifted  lefty,  Marquie 
will  continue  to  be  a key 
factor  in  the  future  suc- 
cess of  the  men’s  base- 
ball team.  By  Amy  Nielsen 
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Trustee  candidates  ready  for 

v.Iim  Allnrrn  1 ■ 


By  Jim  Aliocco 

With  local  elections  out  of  the  way,  JJC  stu- 
dents can  now  focus  their  time  on  another  sig- 
nificant decision:  who  to  elect  to  represent  them 
as  student  trustee. 

The  student  trustee  acts  as  a student  del- 
egate at  the  Board  of  Trustee  meetings.  The 
seven-member  board  makes  important  decisions 
and  governs  JJC,  according  to  the  JJC  website. 
The  student  trustee  is  a nonvoting  member, 
elected  annually  by  JJC  students  and  doesn’t 
receive  a salary. 

As  current  student  trustee  Jim  Nugent  has 
said,  it  is  a “strictly  volunteer  position"  and  the 
willingness  to  spend  free  time  representing  the 
student  body  "comes  from  the  bottom  of  the 
heart."  He  also  admitted  that  it  can  be  challeng- 
ing working,  going  to  school  full-time  and  repre- 
senting the  students  full-time  and  going  to  board 
meetings  two  Tuesdays  a month. 

He  describes  the  student  body  and  the  Board 
of  Trustees  as  a circle  that  depend  on  each  other 
to  remain  content. 

Nugent  has  held  the  trustee  position  since 
Feb.  8, 2005.  He  was  voted  as  trustee  by  the  Stu- 
dent Government  after  Sadia  Kazimi  resigned  from 
the  position  due  to  personal  reasons  that  were 
undisclosed. 

Kazimi  won  the  position  with  59  percent  of 
the  vote  and  had  only  one  opponent.  Of  about 
1 2,000  JJC  students,  only  1 1 7 actually  voted. 

This  year’s  race  currently  has  four  students 
competing  for  the  position.  While  Nugent  wants 
to  retain  his  position,  Margaret  Boehle,  Mike 
Moody  and  Darrold  Muzzall  II  all  feel  that  they 
would  better  represent  the  student  body. 


2005  Student  Trustee  Candidates 

Voting  begins  April  13, 12:01  a.m.  at  www.jjc.edu/vote 


Margaret  Boehle 


Mike  Moody 


Darrold  Muzall  II 


Jim  Nugent 


Margaret  Boehle 

Boehle,  17,  has  been  a JJC  student  since  she 
was  13  years  old.  After  being  home  schooled  as  a 
child,  she  decided  to  skip  high  school. 

“High  school  is  more  of  a social  learning  ex- 
perience than  it  is  an  educational  experience,” 
she  said. 

She  has  received  two  associate’s  degrees, 
one  of  arts  and  one  of  science,  and  plans  to  trans- 
fer after  next  school  year  with  veterinary  medi- 
cine as  a major.  She  also  admits  that  she  always 
had  a knack  for  politics"!  keep  coming  back  to 
it,”  she  said. 

Boehle,  who  serves  as  president  of  the  stu- 
dent wellness  council,  said  she  wasn't  necessar- 
ily running  on  a “platform,”  she  did  make  one 
pledge. 

"If  I’m  elected,  I will  make  sure  the  students 


know  I’m  listening,"  she  said.  "I  don’t  want  to 
say  I am  for  or  against  anything  - I’ll  be  repre- 
senting the  students." 

She  also  expressed  that  she  warns  to  have 
posted  office  hours  that  she  will  commit  to,  say- 
ing that  she  wonders  whether  others  are  really 
dedicated  and  will  do  everything  they  promise. 
“I’m  not  afraid  of  hard  work,"  she  said. 

Mike  Moody 

Moody,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Honors  Pro- 
gram Student  Committee,  also  focuses  on  hard 
work.  He  has  been  a student  at  JJC  for  one  year, 
double  majoring  in  Engineering  and  Mathemat- 
ics, after  six  years  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps  and 
four  years  in  the  construction  industry.  He  cur- 
rently resides  at  the  Centennial  Commons  and 
makes  money  through  his  Montgomery  GI  Bill. 

“I  can  dedicate  all  of  my  time  and  energy  to 


this  school  and  the  position  of  student  trustee," 
he  said. 

His  most  important  goal  is  "to  see  it  that  the 
path  connecting  ihc  new  parking  lot  and  the  J 
building  parking  lot  gets  built,"  udding  that  if  has 
been  bid  in  the  past,  but  never  carried  out.  He 
also  said  he  would  make  sure  that  "the  [students’  | 
money  is  used  wisely  and  not  wasted"  as  well  as 
push  for  bonds  that  would  help  fund  several  im- 
provements around  campus. 

“Bonds  have  been  voted  on  for  our  district 
numerous  times  and  voted  down,"  he  said,  "and 
I believe  it  is  time  to  approach  the  problem  from  a 
new  angle." 

Darrold  Muzzall  II 

Muzzall ’s  angle  on  the  candidacy  is  that  he 
is  a communications  major. 

"I  bring  an  exceptional  ability  to  communi- 
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election 

cate  the  concerns  of  the  students  to  other  gov- 
erning bodies,  he  said  in  his  biography,  though 
he  couldn't  be  reached  for  further  comment. 

"1  feel  the  most  important  aspect  is  giving 
our  student  body  a voice." 

Muzzall,  who  plans  on  transferring  to  the 
University  of  Northwestern  after  JJC,  listed  one 
goal  as  “increasing  our  graduation  rate  and  de- 
creasing our  overall  failure  rate." 

"I  am  confident  that  my  concerns  represent 
the  broadest  number  of  students,"  he  said. 

Jim  Nugent 

Nugent,  43,  who  currently  represents  the  stu- 
dents, said  he  was  "dedicated  to  the  improve- 
ment and  growth"  of  the  students  and  college. 

After  serving  in  the  military  for  over  22  years, 
he  returned  to  JJC  in  the  spring  of  2002.  He  begun 
getting  involved  with  Student  Government  in 
2004,  and  says  his  interest  in  the  school's  poli- 
tics stem  from  an  incident  where  he  got  a ticket 
for  parking  on  the  grass.  He  described  himself  as 
having  been  “highly  concerned"  with  the  park- 
ing at  JJC,  and  can't  help  but  give  his  vocal  ex- 
pressions some  of  the  credit  for  the  parking  lot 
addition. 

He  said  being  a combat  veteran  bus  helped 
him  be  "an  active  participant  in  this  college's 
governing  system." 

"I've  been  a follower  - 1 know  how  to  follow 
- but  I've  been  a leader  as  well,"  he  said.  "I'm 
going  to  continue  to  lead." 

Nugent  added  that  his  long-term  goal  is  to 
become  a voting  member  on  the  Board  of  Trust- 
ees. He  emphasized  that  as  student  trustee  his 
number  one  objective  is  to  represent  the  student 
body,  describing  it  as  "picking  up  a torch  and 
carrying  it." 

“Power  is  in  the  voice  of  the  student  body," 
he  said,  "There  is  no  power  in  being  student 
trustee." 

Students  will  be  expressing  their  power  to 
vote  for  student  trustee  beginning  April  1 3 at  12:01 
u.m.  and  ending  April  14  at  7 p.m. 

Candidate  biographies  arc  also  available  now 
at  www.jjc.edu/votc  — the  same  site  where  stu- 
dents cun  place  their  votes. 

The  Office  of  Student  Activities  also  has 
copies  of  biographies  and  the  contenders  each 
have  video  biographies  running  on  televisions 
around  the  campus. 

The  elected  student  trustee  will  take  office 
immediately  on  April  15. 


► Early  ChildHood 
Center,  page  6,7 


► Sin  City  review, 


page  10 


► JJC  basketball 
followup,  page  12 


Savanna  to  lose  invasive  plants 


Photo  by  Jim  Aliocco 

The  Natural  Sciences  Club  and  Natural  Areas  Committee  will  be  removing  plants  from  JJC's  Oak 
Savanna  that  harm  existing  wildf lowers  and  food  for  area's  animals . such  as  these  deer. 


By  Meta  Machulis 

How  would  you  like  it  if  some  new 
kid  in  town  came  to  your  home  and 
kicked  you  out? 

The  plants  native  to  JJC's  Oak 
Savanna  don't  like  it  at  all. 

JJC’s  Natural  Sciences  Club  and 
Natural  Areas  Committee  will  sponsor 
a restoration  workday  to  remove  non- 
native plants  from  the  savanna.  The 
Will  County  Forest  Preserve  will  also 
be  present  at  the  event. 

A savanna  is  a prairie  scattered 
with  large  oak  trees.  JJC’s  Oak  Savanna 
contains  many  spring  wildflowers  such 
as  May  Apples  and  Virginia  Bluebells. 
However,  exotic  plants  are  threatening 
the  existence  of  these  wildflowers. 

"They  out-compete  the  native 
woodland  plants,”  Natural  Sciences 
Club  Advisor  Lee  Neary  said  of  the 
non-native  plants  such  as  Buckthorn 
and  Garlic  Mustard. 

The  workday  will  aid  in  the  re- 
moval of  these  invasive  species.  Stu- 
dents, faculty,  staff,  and  teen  and  adult 
members  of  the  community  are  invited 
to  help  restore  the  savanna  by  cutting 
Buckthorn  and  pulling  up  Garlic  Mus- 
tard plants. 


The  workday  will  be  held  Sunday. 
April  24,  from  10  a.m.  to  3 p.m.  in  the 
Oak  Savanna,  located  west  of  G-build- 
ing  and  north  of  the  athletic  fields. 
Anyone  who  would  like  to  attend 
should  stop  by  Natural  Sciences  De- 
partment in  E-building  to  fill  out  waiver 
forms  for  sign-up.  The  rain  date  for  the 


event  is  May  I 

People  attending  should  dress  for 
outdoor  work  and  bring  work  gloves 
or  gardening  gloves.  Shorts,  sandals 
or  open-toed  shoes  should  not  be 

The  Natural  Sciences  Club  will 
provide  T-shirts,  buttons,  soda  and 


sandwiches  to  volunteers. 

For  more  information  about  the 
workday,  contact  Lee  Neary  at  280- 
6632,  or  visit  the  Natural  Sciences  Club 
website  at 

www.jjc.edu/OSA/ 

Natural_Scicnce_Club/dcfault.html. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 


Help  keep  JJC  PDA  free 

Sine  the  dawn  of  human  existence,  we  have  displayed 
affection  in  various  ways. 

Whether  it’s  a hug,  a kiss  or  a lick  on  the  face,  it’s  al- 
ways nice  knowing  that  someone  yearns  for  you. 

But  somewhere  along  the  line,  the  American  society 
has  lost  its  dignity  when  it  comes  to  public  displays  of  af- 
fection, also  known  as  PDA. 

Last  week,  an  act  of  lewd  conduct  was  witnessed  on  the 
JJC  Bridge  in  front  of  the  big-screen  TV  while  the  heavy 
bass  from  a rap  video  vibrated  excessively.  Two  students 
were  seen  canoodling  with  lust  in  their  eyes  on  one  of  the 
purple  “love”  seats. 

While  exchanging  saliva  and  groping  one  another,  it  was 
obvious  that  they  were  oblivious  to  the  on-lookers  who 
were  disgusted  by  their  inability  to  conform  to  our  society’s 
custom  of  keeping  petting,  fondling  and  immoderate  tongue 
action  within  the  friendly  confines  of  one’s  own  private  resi- 
dence. 

Minutes  later,  the  haughty  couple  brought  the  escapade 
down  in  extremity  to  a casual  spooning,  though  beads  of 
sweat  still  seeped  from  their  foreheads. 

If  this  was  a unique  event,  there  would  be  no  reason  to 
discuss  it.  However,  we  at  the  Blazer  have  noticed  a rising 
intensity  of  PDA  around  the  school. 

Once  part  of  an  incredibly  conservative  society,  it  seems 
America’s  youth  is  rebelling  against  our  norms  and  creat- 
ing a counter-society  where  swapping  a sizeable  amount  of 
spit  does  not  have  to  be  done  so  clandestinely. 

Television  and  movies  have  lent  a hand,  closely  follow- 
ing the  “sex  sells"  method.  How  else  would  talentless  mo- 
rons like  Jessica  Simpson  and  Nick  What’s-his-name  be- 
come famous? 

One  has  to  wonder  what  to  expect  next.  It’s  unfortunate 
that  the  youth  of  America  tacks  the  dignity  and  respect 
needed  to  refrain  from  disgracing  themselves  as  well  as 
our  country.  Those  who  actively  participate  in  PDA  must 
become  aware  of  how  foolish  they  look.  They  must  learn 
to  refrain  from  indulging  in  their  desires  before  their  ex- 
citement leads  to  further  activities  in  public  and  innocent 
people  begin  vomiting  in  disgust. 
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What  is  your  favorite  spring  time  activity? 


“Yard  cleaning.” 


“I  like  to  draw  with  “Rollerblading.” 
sidewalk  chalk.” 


--Ronald  Willis, 

Construction 

Technology 


- Kevin  Barnes, 
Floral  Design 


Brian  Hanniga, 
JJC  student 
escort 


“Softball.”  “Paintball.” 


“Tennis  and 


Michelle  Sperys, 
Biology 


volleyball.” 

Dennis  Sachaschik,  ..  Sarah  Miller, 

JJC  Police  undecided 

Officer 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Recently,  the  Blazer  printed  a 
letter  to  the  editor  from  Chris 
Brownson,  a seemingly  disgruntled 
student  in  more  ways  than  one.  His 
attack  on  Adam  Fox  was  unfair  and 
uncalled  for. 

First  of  all.  Chris,  the  sincerity  of 
your  MANY  points  gets  lost  when 
you  are  out  to  "take  someone  down  a 
peg."  Fox,  who  recently  came  back  to 
JJC  after  a semester  at  N1U,  has  been 
a consistently  good  contributor  to 
the  Blazer,  and  criticizing  his  skill  as  a 
writer  was  unfair.  Also,  writing  classes 
at  a "major  university"  generally 
cover  the  basics  of  writing,  just  like 
many  of  the  core  Journalism  classes 


offered  here  at  JJC. 

It  takes  a lot  of  courage  for  some- 
one to  admit  their  mistakes,  but  1 don't 
think  that's  what  Fox  has  done  here. 
Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that  NIL) 
may  have  been  too  costly  and  that  he 
decided  to  finish  up  general  education 
courses  at  JJC?  Perhaps  there  were 
personal  issues  that  brought  him  back 
home.  Either  way,  I cannot  fathom  why 
attacking  someone’s  choice  to  further 
their  education  can  be  a bad  thing. 

As  a former  student,  JJC  gave  me 
many  opportunities  that  I may  not  have 
had  at  other  schools.  It  was  here  that  I 
found  my  passion  for  journalism, 
thanks  in  most  part  to  Bob  Marcink, 


adviser  of  the  Blazer.  As  I approach 
graduation  from  Columbia  College 
in  a few  weeks,  I will  never  forget 
the  mistakes  made,  lessons  learned 
and  the  brutally  honest  advice  from 
my  mentor. 

So  Adam,  perhaps  NIU  wasn't 
the  right  school  for  you,  or  maybe 
journalism  wasn't  your  bag.  But 
don't  let  one  narrow-minded  person 
with  hurtful  thoughts  make  you  feel 
like  any  less  of  a person  than  who 
you  really  are. 

Michelle  Tarrant 
Former  Blazer  Editor 
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$5  grand  given  to  Commons 
to  promote  good  behavior 


Officer  Hanke,  of  the  Joliet  Police  Department,  displays  the  different  ways  people  check  I.D,  's  to  see  if 
they  are  fake. 


By  Randal  Donley 

Centennial  Commons  received  a 
>5.000  grant  at  a conference  in  Feb- 
•uary  from  the  Illinois  Department  of 
Transportation. 

The  grant  will  fund  an  array  of 
activities  every  Wednesday  night 
5-om  7 p.m.  to  9 p.m.  at  the  Centennial 
Commons.  Each  activity  educates 
>ludents  on  social  norms  and  rein- 
forces positive  behavior. 

The  SONOR  (SOcial  NORms) 
grant  was  given  at  the  13,h  annual 
statewide  Campus  Alcohol  and  Traf- 
fic Safety  conference  and  was  later 
written  by  Pam  Dilday,  holistic 


wellness  coordinator.  The  Wednesday 
night  programs  are  open  to  all  JJC  stu- 
dents and  activities  include  card-play- 
ing, free  massages  and  discussions  on 
sexual  responsibility  and  alcohol 
awareness. 

On  March  23.  Centennial  Com- 
mons hosted  the  first  SONOR  alcohol 
awareness  night,  where  the  Joliet  Po- 
lice Department  did  fatal  visiqp  goggle 
demonstrations,  which  showed  the  ef- 
fects of  inebriation.  They  also  ex- 
plained the  consequences  of  being 
caught  with  a fake  I.D.  and  discussed 
drunk  driving  statistics.  Other  events, 
such  as  sexual  responsibility  night  on 


March  I ft.  are  focused  around  team 
building  activities. 

"We  try  to  teach  them  alternative 
activities  and  help  keep  them  out  of 
trouble."  said  Dilday.  “It's  a lot  of  fun 
and  I like  the  consistency  of  the  whole 
program.  1 don't  think  I've  laughed  that 
hard  in  a long  time." 

Centennial  Commons  holds  a 
record  60  attendees  mid  30  pizzas  at 
sexual  responsibility  night,  all  spon- 
sored by  the  grant  from  IDT. 

For  more  information  on  SONOR 
at  the  Centennial  Commons,  contact 
Pam  Dilday  at  ext.  2202. 


YOU  HAVE  A LOT  OF 

OPTIONS  NOW. 


When  yxut 
transfer  to 
DePaul  s School 
of  Computer  Science, 
Telecommunications  and 
Information  Systems  (wc  call 
it  CTI),  you're  entering  the 
largest  technology  pn»gram  in 
the  country.  Which  means  if 
you  know  what  you’re  interested 
in,  wc  have  a degree  for  you. 
And  if  you  don't  know  what 
you’re  interested  in,  well,  we 


L After 
Qraduation 


have  plenty  of 
choices  to  help 

you  figure  il  Out. 
Plus,  Chicago  is  filled  with 
CTI  graduates  who  can  help 
you  throughout  your  career 
with  everything  from  intern- 
ships to  networking.  After  all, 
your  options  shouldn’t  end  just 
because  your  classes  do. 

^DePaui  University 

SCHOOL  Of  COMPUTER  SODKZ. 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  AMO 
INFOM4ATTON  SYSTEMS 


| For  more  information  visit  depaul.edu/cticommunitycollege  || 


News  Briefs 


Student  Trustee  Election 

Voting  for  the  2005-2006  Student  Trustee  posi- 
tion begins  April  13  and  ends  at  7 p.m.  on  April  14. 
The  candidates  for  Student  Trustee  are  Margaret 
Boehle,  Michael  Moody,  Darrold  Muzzall,  and  James 
Nugent.  To  vote,  visit  the  Office  of  Student  Activi- 
ties (H- 1016  on  the  bridge)  or  use  the  online  voting 
booth  at  www.jjc.edu/vote/Voting_Booth.asp. 

The  results  will  be  announced  on  April  16,  and 
the  new  Student  Trustee  will  take  office  April  26. 

Early  Childhood  Center  Summer 
Registration 

Registration  is  now  being  taken  for  the  JJC  Early 
Childhood  Center’s  summer  session.  The  summer 
session  is  for  children  3 to  12  years  old.  Summer 
hours  will  be  7:30  a.m.  to  noon,  Monday  through 
Thursday,  May  16  to  August  4. 

To  register  your  child,  stop  by  the  Early  Child- 
hood Centefln  room  B-1001,  or  call  280-2280.  For 
more  information,  visit  www.jjc.edu/ECC/. 

Floral  Design  Show 

The  Second  Annual  Floral  Design  Show  will  be 
held  Sunday.  April  17,  from  1 p.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  in 
the  JJC  Theater.  Tickets  are  $ 10  per  person  and  seat 
ing  is  limited.  Reserve  your  scats  by  calling  the  office 
of  Professor  Donna  Theimer  at  (8 1 5)  280-2276. 

To  reserve  your  tickets,  state  your  name  and  the 
number  of  people  in  your  group,  and  pay  for  those 
tickets  at  the  theater  box  office  when  you  arrive.  Only 
cash  or  checks  will  be  accepted  for  payment  of  tick- 
ets and  auctioned  arrangements. 

Women’s  College  Conference 

The  JJC  Women’s  College  8lh  Annual  Empower- 
ment Conference,  “Making  Gender  Visible,”  will  be 
held  Friday,  April  15.  at  the  main  campus. 

To  register,  call  the  Women’s  College  office  at 
280-2626,  or  email  pcondon@jjc.edu  and  leave  your 
name  and  phone  number. 

Staff  Members  Represent  College  at 
Illinois  Higher  Education  Meeting 

Pattie  Fine,  dean  of  student  development,  and 
Tammy  Fox,  campus  police  officer,  represented  the 
college  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Higher  Edu- 
cation Center  in  Springfield. 

The  meeting’s  main  focus  was  a review  of  current 
collegiate  substance  abuse  policies  and  sanction  prac- 
tices. Fine  also  participated  in  a panel  that  discussed 
a case  study  incident  involving  alcohol  and  violence 
on  a college  campus. 


April  13,  2005 


FEATURES 


page  4 


at  Millikin 


Now  Accepting 
Fall  2005  Transfers. 

• $4pOOO-$7,SOO  merit 
scholarships  available. 
• Only  12  credits  needed 
to  transfer! 
• 99%  of  grads  get  |obs  or 
go  to  grad  school  within 
six  months! 


-Plus- 


• Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

• Eam-While-You-Learn 
continuing  educational 
process. 

• Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels. 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command.  Get  started  01 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trade 

at  www.threerca.com. 


Take  command  of  ypur  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


No  app  fee! 

Apply  at  www.millikin.edu/apply 


JJC  growing  greens  in  spring 


By  Mela  Mach ulLs 

Now  that  spring  has  finally  ar- 
rived, it’s  a great  time  to  check  out  the 
nature  flourishing  on  campus.  JJC's 
nature  trails  provide  a unique  oppor- 
tunity to  explore  the  vegetation  and 
wildlife  that  surround  the  campus 
buildings. 

JJC  offers  2.75  miles  of  paved  trail 
and  2 miles  of  unpaved  trail,  according 
to  the  JJC  website.  The  paved  trail  is 
part  of  the  Rock  Run  Trail  and  is  con- 
nected to  the  6 1 -mile  I & M Canal  Trail. 
This  trail  is  available  to  walkers,  run- 
ners, cyclists  and  skaters,  while  the 
unpaved  prairie  and  forest  trails  are 
designated  only  for  those  on  foot. 
Motor  vehicles  are  prohibited  from  all 
trails. 

The  trails  arc  nestled  among  his- 
torical scenery  and  rich  plant  life.  From 
the  unpaved  trail  along  the  campus 
lake,  hikers  can  sec  bedrock  formations 
estimated  to  be  425  million  years  old. 
The  deciduous  forest  along  the  trail 
contains  oak  trees  more  than  200  years 
old,  and  the  trail  provides  views  of 
boulders  and  rocks  called  "erratics" 
that  were  brought  to  the  area  by  gla- 
ciers about  12,000  years  ago. 

The  JJC  Lake  is  also  a focal  point 


along  the  trails.  The  lake  serves  as  a 
teaching  tool  for  the  JJC  Biological 
Sciences  Department  and  is  also  open 
for  public  fishing.  Fishing  in  the  lake  is 
subject  to  rules  and  regulations. 

The  various  species  of  animals 
that  inhabit  the  area  can  also  be  seen 
from  the  trails.  Wild  animals  including 
deer,  raccoons,  opossums  and  snakes 
have  made  the  JJC  campus  their  home. 
Many  species  of  birds,  such  as  her- 
ons, blue  jays,  cardinals,  woodpeck- 
ers and  owls  also  live  in  the  area. 

Several  bird  and  squirrel  feeders 
on  the  lake  side  of  G-building  (ouLside 
the  fitness  center)  create  a wildlife  view- 
ing area,  as  birds  and  other  critters  stop 
by  for  a snack.  Because  nature  is  frag- 
ile, the  JJC  staff  asks  that  trail  patrons 
do  not  disturb  the  wildlife. 

Other  features  along  the  JJC  trail 
system  include  prairie,  forest,  fen,  a 
boardwalk,  an  old  pasture  and  old 
fences  and  walls.  The  bell  tower  and 
flagpole  on  the  lakeside  of  E-building, 
and  the  Cronin  Schoolhouse  are  also 
accessible  from  the  trails. 

JJC  also  has  an  arboretum,  the  Dr. 
William  M.  Zales  Arboretum,  located 
between  the  campus'  main  entrance  and 
exit  roads.  In  the  arboretum,  woody 


plants,  trees,  shrubs,  and  vines  are 
grown  for  exhibition  and  study,  accord- 
ing to  the  JJC  website.  The  1 1 -acre  ar- 
boretum is  an  ongoing  project  managed 
by  the  Trees  for  Tomorrow  project,  and 
will  eventually  include  more  than  200 
species  belonging  to  100  genres  in  ap- 
proximately 50  families. 

Lee  Neary,  a JJC  biology  profes- 
sor and  advisor  of  the  Natural  Sciences 
Club,  believes  that  people  may  not  re- 
alize the  importance  of  planting  in  the 
arboretum.  Neary  said  that  people  may 
not  feel  like  they’re  helping  greatly  if 
they  plant  small  trees,  but  that  those 
trees  will  someday  develop  into  large 
trees  that  will  further  beautify  the  cam- 
pus. She  believes  that  what  is  done  in 
the  present  will  be  rewarded  in  the  fu- 

“This  campus  is  going  to  be  here 
for  a long  time,  so  we  have  to  start  to- 
day," she  said. 

The  Trees  for  Tomorrow  project  is 
currently  seeking  donations  for  the 
continued  development  of  the  arbore- 
tum. Anyone  interested  in  making  a 
donation  may  visit  the  Trees  for  To- 
morrow website  at  www.jjc.edu/alumni/ 
Trees4TomorrowJitm  for  more  informa- 


One  of  many  old  trees  located  near  the  trails. 
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A goose  enjoys  JJC's  aquatic  ambiance. 
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Creating  world  wide  friends  via  pen 


COMMENTARY 


By  Brandi  Campbell 

With  the  conception  of  anything, 
the  greatest  and  most  concrete  prom- 
ise is  death.  Such  is  life.  Such  are  pen 
pals. 

The  subtle  art  of  pen  pal  writing 
has  been  around  for  centuries.  For 
some,  it  is  a fun  and  exciting  way  to 
communicate  with  others  around  the 
world  and  learn  about  different 
people.  For  others,  it  is  a way  to  pass 
the  time  while  in  states  of  boredom. 
For  me,  it  became  an  addiction. 

My  favorite  kind  of  way  to  ob- 
tain a pen  pal  is  by  casually  observ- 
ing him  in  his  comfortable  and 
unthreatened  environment,  then  mes- 
saging from  Anon  for  a period  of  time 
before  revealing  my  true  identity.  I 
suppose  this  borderline  stalker  be- 
havior may  be  the  unhealthy  result 
of  painful  shyness,  but  it  has  worked 
out  relatively  nicely  for  a period  of 
about  five  years,  as  1 have  found  an 
array  of  fellow  writers  who  have  all 
enriched  my  life  in  some  way.  The  idea 
of  obtaining  a pen  pal  whom  I've 
never  even  met  before  just  seems  a 
bit  off-putting  and  weird,  though  the 


idea  of  anonymously  messaging  some- 
one an  individual  barely  knows  may 
seem  just  as  off-putting  and  weird  to 
the-average  person's  subjective  opin- 
ion. This  ‘reality’  means  very  little  to 
my  subjective  opinion.  As  stated  in 
George  Orwell's  1984,  "Sanity  is  not 
statistical." 

While  I have  enjoyed  the  continu- 
ing correspondences  with  my  pen  pals 
and  have  been  mildly  entertained,  there 
consistently  seemed  to  be  a certain 
degree  of  consciousness  that  was  lack- 
ing in  some  respect  or  another.  I was 
always  left  searching  for  something 

However,  that  changed  when  I dis- 
covered the  latest,  now  absent,  pen  pal 
of  mine.  An  existentialist  might  claim 
that  this  finite  and  precious  piece  of 
fallen  heaven  was  all  the  more  special 
because  it  ended  like  every  organic  life 
on  Earth,  and  the  short  amount  of  time 
it  did  last  seemed  like  an  illusion  of  in- 
finity, but  I find  the  whole  thing  to  be 
endlessly  depressing.  Pen  pals  are  a 
strange  thing.  Once  they’re  gone,  the 
void  of  messages  and  results  follow- 
ing seem  strikingly  similar  to  the  de- 
scriptions drug  addicts  give  when  ex- 
plaining withdrawal  symptoms.  I sup- 


While  I have  enjoyed 
the  continuing  corre- 
spondences with 
my  pen  pals  ...  I 
was  always  left 
searching  for  some- 
thing more. 

pose  the  various  reasons  why  pen  pals 
leave  may  have  something  to  do  with  a 
loss  of  interest,  like  the  identity  of  the 
Wizard  of  Oz  being  revealed. 

Once  one  is  comfortable  with  an- 
other and  the  mystery  is  gone,  the  pen 
pal  may  desire  to  seek  new  adventures 
with  other,  less  treaded  paths.  Some- 
times the  reading  and  writing  just  con- 
tinues in  dull,  mechanical  motions.  At 
least  one  of  the  parties  may  sec  the 
other  as  an  obligation  - a half-dead 
scab  that's  left  hanging  there,  still  at- 
tached, taking  up  capillaries  and  oxy- 
gen. This  obligation  may  hinder  one's 
own  writing  abilities  and  other  literary 
projects  he  may  desire  to  work  on. 
When  it  is  recognized  that  this  com- 
pulsive back-and-forth  pen  pal-ship  is 


a co-dependant  addiction,  one  or  both 
parties  may  wish  to  flee  from  the  situa- 
tion in  an  attempt  to  attain  autonomy. 
The  writing  no  longer  becomes  some- 
thing that  one  wants  to  do.  but  some- 
thing one  feels  must  be  done,  like  eut- 
ing  or  breathing. 

Other  times  everything  happens  so 
fast,  and  the  curious  strength  of  innate 
progressions  takes  hold,  leaving  the 
two  individuals  to  follow  blindly,  blun- 
deringly giving  into  primal  druthers.  The 
two  of  them  are  left  with  themselves 
afterward,  unable  to  speak  or  write,  All 
of  these  reasons  are  tragic  and  unnec- 
essary; yet  they  persist.  Pen  pals  arc 
perhaps  not  as  conditional  as  one  may 
choose  to  believe,  and  not  everything 
is  what  it  seems.  In  an  instant,  like  the 
feather  in  Forrest  Gump,  these  things 
leave  us  just  as  unexpectedly  us  they 
arrived  in  this  cold,  razor-sharp  thing 
of  a universe.  One  must  accept  the  pass- 
ing and  move  on. 

Alas,  1 have  yet  to  find  another 
writer  who  makes  my  heart  swell  and 
ache  and  who  is  ns  well-spoken  as  my 
now  phantom  pen  pul.  I've  toiled 
around  with  the  old  ones,  yes,  but  never 
felt  complete  like  I did  with  the  other. 
There  is  a question,  one  of  my  fuvor- 
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ites  that  1 asked  him,  which  reads  as 
follows; 

“When  I am  at  an  art  museum, 
looking  through  a microscope,  or  in  a 
quiet  place.  I've  noticed  that  one 
sound  which  never  goes  away  is  the 
subtle  popping  of  spit  bubbles  in  ones 
mouth.  Be  it  a click,  squeuk.  or  polite 
little  slurp,  saliva's  orchestra  never 
ceases  to  be.  This  happens  with  all 
individuals  when  they  are  concentrat- 
ing together.  Have  you  ever  noticed 
that?" 

The  penetrating  answer  1 received 
was  ns  follows: 

“Yes,  I have  noticed  that.  I’ve  also 
noticed  that  the  loudness  of  the  pop- 
ping is  relative  to  the  amount  of  sound 
around  me.  Sometimes,  if  where  I am  is 
quiet  enough,  it  will  seem  almost  dcuf- 
ening  and  I'm  sure  those  mound  me 
can  hear  it  ns  well.  I’ll  turn  to  the  per- 
son next  to  me  and  ask  'Do  you  hear 
that  ?’  but  speuking  breaks  the  silence 
so  when  they  usk  ‘Hour  what?'  I'm 
forced  to  reply  ‘Nothing,  it's  gone 
now.'  This  goes  on  until  the  other  per- 
son gets  up  and  leaves.  1 assume  it  is 


See  PEN  PALS  page  7 

Holistic 

Wellness 

By  Rnndul  Donley 

Students  often  walk  across  the 
bridge  and  sec  activities  without  hav- 
ing any  idea  where  the  events  they’re 
participating  in  originate  from. 

Every  semester  Holistic  Wellness, 
a program  dedicated  to  personal  health 
and  meeting  and  interacting  with  new 
people,  coordinates  multiple  events  on 
the  bridge  as  well  as  outside  campus 
grounds,  such  as  Relny  for  Life  and 
ucts  of  community  service. 

"Wc  try  to  tench  students  to  en- 
gage in  alternate  activities,"  says  Pam 
Dilday,  coordinator  of  Holistic 
Wellness  and  Student  Activities.  "Wc 
try  to  help  keep  them  out  of  trouble." 

Although  u lot  of  the  events  from 
Holistic  Wellness  ure  funded  out  of  the 
club's  prearranged  budget  by  the  Of- 
fice of  Student  Activities,  14  years  ago 
the  club  didn’t  exist  and  was  just  a 
suggestion. 

Holistic  Wellness  was  established 
in  the  early  I990's  after  a three-year 
grant  expired  and  a staff  member  took 
on  the  initiative  to  build  the  club. 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Educa- 
tion gave  a two-year,  $ 1 20,000  F1PSE 
grant  to  student  services  14  years  ago. 
After  the  two-year  grant  expired,  the 
leftover  funding  was  stretched  to  a 
three-year  grant. 

When  the  directors  presented  the 
request  for  a general  wellness  club  on 
campus,  the  board  approved  the  fund- 
ing for  the  new  club,  now  named  Ho- 
listic Wellness. 

"The  wellness  club  in  general  was 
to  serve  as  an  umbrella  for  substance 
abuse  and  peer-to-peer  education  . I 
wanted  to  lake  it  from  a more  narrow 
focus  of  substance  abuse  to  a larger 
topic,  And  that's  when  Holistic 
Wellness  started,"  said  Trinket, 

Each  of  the  events  Holistic 
Wellness  organizes  is  reflective  of  the 
overall  mission  statement  of  the  pro- 
gram to  “assist  students  in  striving  for 
healthy,  safe  and  productive  lives.” 
One  week-long  event  is  the  National 
Collegiate  Alcohol  Awareness  Week, 
which  further  educates  students  on  the 

See  WELLNESS  page  8 
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Campus  Early  childhood  center 
is  bright  with  fun  for  children 


By  Mela  Machulls 

There  is  a classroom  al  Joliet 
Junior  College  in  which 
napping  is  encouraged.  In 
fact,  it’s  part  of  the  daily  schedule. 

Unfortunately,  it  isn’t  for  college 
students.  This  classroom  is  located  in 
JJC's  Early  Childhood  Center. 

The  Early  Childhood  Center  (ECC) 
is  a childcare  facility  for  the  children  of 
JJC  students  and  faculty.  It  provides  a 
safe,  fun  environment  for  children,  with 
plenty  of  bright  colors,  toys  and  child- 
sized tables  and  chairs. 

The  center's  curriculum  allows 
children  to  leam  through  playing.  Most 
items  in  the  center  are  labeled  so  the 
children  will  learn  to  read  the  names  of 
the  items. 

"When  you  see  children  playing, 
they  are  indeed  as  busy  learning  as  you 
are  in  your  classroom  scat,"  said  ECC 
Coordinator  Beverly  Cavanaugh.  She 
said  children  at  the  center  can  choose 
what  they  would  like  to  do,  including 
artwork,  reading  and  playing  with  toys. 

"It's  a play-based  curriculum  that 
focuses  on  projects  similar  to  those  in 
lY\c  Project.  Approach  curriculum," 
Cuviiniiugh  snid. 

Donna  Nowdomski,  ECC  assistant 
coordinator,  explained  the  Project  Ap- 
proach curriculum  as  one  of  "child- 
driven  activities,"  building  on  areas 
that  the  children  are  interested  in.  For 
example,  she  said,  the  children  took  an 
on-campus  field  trip  to  sec  gingerbread 
houses  that  were  on  display  in  the  JJC 


cafeteria  last  semester.  The  youngsters 
enjoyed  looking  at  the  houses,  so  the 
center  began  a unit  on  gingerbread  in 
which  the  children  got  to  make  their 
own  gingerbread  houses  and  leam  all 
about  the  treat.  The  gingerbread  unit 
lasted  nearly  a month. 

The  children  often  take  on-cam- 
pus field  trips.  Cavanaugh  said  the  JJC 
campus  is  a great  location  for  the  cen- 
ter, since  the  college  offers  a wide  vari- 
ety of  learning  opportunities,  such  as 
the  campus  police,  the  greenhouse  and 
biology  labs.  She  said  the  agriculture 
department  allows  the  children  to  wit- 
ness a sheep  shearing  demonstration 
every  year,  after  which  the  sheep’s 
wool  is  donated  to  the  center  so  the 
children  can  use  it  in  crafts. 

The  center  also  holds  special 
events,  such  as  a Family  Fun  Night  for 
the  children  and  their  parents.  During 
this  event,  held  three  times  each  se- 
mester, children  show  their  parents 
what  they’ve  been  learning  at  the  cen- 
ter by  instructing  their  parents  on  the 
same  activities. 

“Because  our  parent  group  is  very 
unique  anil  we'  re  in  an  academic  set- 
ting,  we  use  die  Family  Fun  Night  to 
strengthen  our  school-to-home,  home- 
to-school  connection,”  Cavanaugh 
said. 

The  committed  staff  of  three  pro- 
fessional childhood  educators  and  six 
student  workers  keeps  the  center’s  54 
enrolled  children  happy  and  safe. 

“I  love  my  job,”  said  Cavanaugh. 


"It  is  not  only  my  career,  it  is  my  pas- 
sion. I’ve  never  woken  up  a day  in  my 
life  and  wanted  to  work  somewhere 
else.” 

Nowdomski  enjoys  working  at  the 
center  because  "there  is  constant  ac- 
tivity at  the  college."  Because  the 
schedules  of  the  children  and  their  par- 
ents are  always  changing,  “Every  day 
is  totally  different.” 

And  student  worker  Cassie 
Weidemiller  said  working  at  the  center 
has  reminded  her  “what  kids  are  like," 
which  she  feels  is  valuable  knowledge 
for  the  future. 

Cavanaugh  said  she  hopes  the 
center  will  give  children  “a  sense  of 
self."  She  said  the  center  focuses  on 
giving  children  independence,  self-es- 
teem and  comfort. 

The  Early  Childhood  Center  is 
open  to  3-  to  5-year-olds  during  the 
fall  and  spring  semesters  and  3-  to  12- 
year-olds  during  die  summer.  It  is  open 
from  7:30  a.m.  until  4:30  p.m„  Monday 
through  Friday,  during  the  fall  and 
spring,  and  7:30  until  noon,  Monday 
through  Thursday,  during  the  summer. 

per  semester, 

$3.25  per  hour  with  an  additional 
charge  if  the  child  will  be  present  for 
lunch. 

For  more  imferraatioo,  visit  the 
center  in  room  B-1001,  or  caH  28©- 
2280, 


A group  of  daycare  children  encircle  a spider  that  captured  their 
attention  as  it  lurked  on  their  playground  flooring. 


Emma  Heidenmich  looks  at  a book. 
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TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Part-Time 

Full-Time 

Convenient 

Online 

Degree 

Short  Course 

Certificate 


ilT  provides  ttie  skills 
and  knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  1 00  degree 
and  certificate 
programs  available 


Undergraduate  Degree 
Programs  Include: 


Information  Technology 
& Management 

Coupler  aid  Hmrcik  Security 
fV«|«t  Soigpnori 
Hoftrarktig  o»d  Canminltitiins 
Sofriren  Drrdopiwil 
Dint  MiaoiuiMt 
Irriertol  urd  ElictranicConiwm 
Sysiims  idriuililrefion 
Industrial  Technology 
& Management 
Industrial  bjistto 
Industrial  FucIUKh 
■onufcctitlng  Isihniliqy 


Electrical  & 

Computer 

Engineering 

Architecture 

Biology 

Chemljtry 

Humanities 

Gvil 

Engineering 

Psychology 


Transfer  Scholarships 
Available 

Locations  in  Wheaton 
and  Chicago 

Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  a bachelors  degree 
Mala  an  appointment  with  an  advisor  today 


www.iit.edu  ILLINOIS  institute^' 

(630)  682-6001  o_f technology 
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ZARE 


RuJdya  Johnson,  who  graduated  from  JJC  iast  semester,  visits  the  daycare  on  April  8 and  reads  to  children. 
The  Child  Hood  center  celebrated  the  Week  of  the  Young  Child,  which  was  from  April  4-7. 


rJLooh  how  jcir  you  u 


vo  como . 


finish  your  degree  and 

go  even  further 

Did  you  know  that  your  previous  college  credit,  military  or  tech- 
nical credit  and  life  experience  can  count  toward  your  bachelor's 
degree?  And  that  you  could  be  up  to  33'K>  closer  to  graduation? 

Talk  to  us  about  getting  into  an  accelerated  adult  degree  completion 
program  in  Applied  Behavioral  Sciences,  Healthcare  Leadership, 

Management’  or  Management  Information  Systems’,  You  may  be  closer 
than  you  think  to  having  your  degree.  You  owe  it  to  yourself  to  find  out!  Call 
1 .888  Jf LU.TODAY  (6SR8632)  or  visit  www.nlxdu. 

You’ll  benefit  from: 

A Small  dass  sizes:  87%  have  20  or  fewer  students.  Ranked  42  by  t/.S.  News  d-  World  Report  * 
A Convenient  classes  meet  one  evening  per  week 
A Accelerated  format  for  degree  completion  in  as  little  as  12  months" 

A Faculty  with  extensive  practical  experience 

A Our  dedication  to  affordable  education  with  financial  aid  and  scholarships  available 
Attend  an  AprK  Information  session: 

Chicago  campus  • 122  S.  Michigan  Ave.  • Hiesday,  April  19  • 11 :30am-  1:30pm  & 5-7pm 
Lisle  campus  • 950  Warrenville  Road  ♦ Thursday,  April  14  • 5-7pm 


ir  derail  Ur  coin? 


National-Louis  University 

1.888.NLU.TODAY 

CHICAGO  • ELGIN  - EVANSTON  LISLE  WHEELING  ONLINE 


Emma  Heidenreich  flys  down  the  slide  on  the  daycare's  playground 
attached  to  the  B building. 

PENPALS — 

from  page  5 

because  the  roar  of  my  spit  bubbles  is 
so  loud  it's  disturbing  their  conccntra- 


That  answer  was  breathtaking  to 
me.  Since  our  parting,  I have  made  at- 
tempts at  asking  other  individuals  this 
question,  with  the  average  response 
being,  "Huh?”  or  "You're  insane," 
which  leaves  me  forlorn  and  further 
cements  my  longing  for  the  pen  pal  1 
once  had,  since  it  seems  so  difficult  for 
another  to  live  up  to  his  standards  and 
write  so  elaborately  on  such  a topic.  I 
have  asked  other  JJC  students  this 
question  as  well,  along  with  asking 
them  about  their  past  pen  pals.  One 
such  student,  Carly  Barrett,  had  this  to 
say  in  response: 

“Yeah,  I have  noticed.  It’s  gross 
and  embarrassing  when  it’s  quiet  and 
I'm  taking  a test.  Maybe  I'm  just  para- 
noid. Maybe  it  just  seems  so  loud,  be- 
cause it’s  in  my  head,  echoing  off  my 
teeth. 

“I  have  had  a pen  pal.  His  name 
was  SenorTaco.  Senor  Taco  had  a little 
drinking  problem.  One  day  SenorTaco 
instant  messaged  me  and  asked  what  I 
was  doing.  I replied  that  I was  eating  a 
blueberry  muffin.  Then,  he  asked  what 
the  world  would  be  like  if  it  was  the 
muffin  and  we  were  the  blueberries." 

Another  student,  Katie  ‘Piddle’ 
Perricone,  had  this  to  say  in  response 
to  my  questions: 

“To  be  honest,  I can't  say  I 
haven't  noticed,  but  it’s  never  been 
enough  to  bother  me,  unless  I’m  ill  or 
nervous  about  something.  I once  had 
an  online  pen  pal  from  Germany.  He 
wrote  in  English,  but  would  help  me 
with  my  German." 


Have  you  ever  noticed  the  pop- 
ping and  slurping  of  saliva  in  someone 
elsc’s,  possibly  even  your  own,  mouth 
during  moments  of  silence?  Have  you 
ever  lost  a pen  pal  who  seemed  irre- 
placeable? If  so,  I encourage  you  to 
submit  your  responses  to 
DcpccheAmour@hotmail.com.  You 
may  do  this  from  Anon  if  you  like,  or 
from  your  real  name.  If  the  responses 
arc  elaborate  and  interesting  enough, 
a follow-up  article  to  this  mind-bog- 
gling saliva  bubble/pcn  pal  phenom- 
enon will  be  written,  with  your  answers 
being  evaluated  by  me. 

It  is  a well-known  fact  that  we  hu- 
mans share  about  95%  of  the  same 
genes  with  chimpanzees,  and  a lesser- 
known  fact  that  written  language  is  the 
greatest  difference  between  us.  Alleg- 
edly, only  humans  arc  able  to  describe 
concepts  such  as  'forever'  and  ’eter- 
nity’ . Writing  is  truly  the  most  uniquely 
human  form  of  communication,  which 
may  make  one  smile  smugly  thinking 
about  how  special  pen  paramours  arc, 
and  how  it  is  quite  possibly  the  deep- 
est and  most  intimate  thing  human 
brains  could  engage  in  together.  How- 
ever, nothing  is  able  to  escape  the 
power  of  the  mass  machine  existence 
with  each  mouthful  of  minutes  that 
flashes  by  closer  to  expiration  in  each 
transient  breath.  They  are  inconsistent, 
just  as  snowflakes  arc  in  the  wind. 
Many  spectacular  things  last  only  as 
long  as  a saliva  bubble  does  — and 
then  POP!!!  — droplets  are  all  over 
one's  lips,  waiting  to  be  sucked  back 
and  swallowed,  rejoining  the  wane  and 
woe  of  saliva's  transcendent  flow. 
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dangers  of  alcohol  and  how  to  handle 
the  responsibility  of  alcohol. 

Holistic  Wellness  also  organizes 
multiple  programs  throughout  each  se- 
mester including  Stress  Management. 
Wellness  Week,  monthly  themes  such 
as  nutrition,  stress,  kindness  and  also 
provides  students  with  support  groups. 

"One  thing  1 want  to  stress  is  stu- 


dents can  find  additional  information 
if  they  need  it,”  says  Dilday  “They 
don’t  have  to  feed  off  of  just  what  they 
see  or  hear  on  the  bridge.  I have  books 
on  stress  and  alcohol  prevention,  or  I 
can  refer  them  to  student  services.  We 
are  here  to  help.” 

Dilday,  who  recently  broke  her 
ankle  in  the  beginning  of  March,  has 


found  it  difficult  to  move  around  and 
keep  up  with  her  busy  schedule.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Wellness  Council,  her  stu- 
dent worker  and  volunteers  help  with 
activities  on  a weekly  basis  and  have 
helped  make  Dilday 's  return  back  easier 
since  her  injury. 

"They  are  so  much  help,  especially 
when  we  had  Spring  Break  Activities,” 


M 


I Finish  Your  Bachelors  Degree 
at  IADTI 

Your  career  staris  here, 


I This  Could  Be  Youl 

In  As  Little  As 
18  Months! 


Now, 

all  your  incoming 
calls  can  be  free. 


Now, 

when  people  ato  wasting  your  timo,  thoy'ro  not  wasting  your  money. 


Unlimited  CALL  ME‘  Minutes 

• 1000  Anytime  Minutes 
• Unlimited  Incoming  Te*t  Messages  yO%/ 


says  Dilday.  "Margaret  [Boehle)  really 
look  charge  with  it  and  it’s  pretty  much 
all  her." 

Boehle  is  Dilday's  student  worker 
and  also  a member  of  theWellness 
Council.  Another  student,  Mort  Aod, 
has  made  time  to  assist  Holistic 
Wellness  with  their  activities  while 


"They  do  a lot  of  great  things,” 
says  Aod.  "My  goal  has  been  to 
make  things  a little  bigger  than  they 
have  been  in  the  past." 

"This  is  only  my  first  year.  But 
the  greatest  part  is  the  recognition. 
People  see  me  and  say,  ‘hey,  you’re 
the  guy  on  the  announcements'  It’s 


working  as  a student  worker  for  OSA.  great. 


Horoscopes 


Capricorn 

(12/22-1/19) 

You  will  hail  a taxi  cab 
in  Chicago  only  to  find  the 
driver  is  action  “star” 
Steven  Seagal.  He  will  ad- 
vise you  to  curl  into  the  fe- 
tal position  in  the  back  seat 
while  explaining  that  a local 
branch  of  the  Korean  mafia 
wants  your  sunglasses. 

Aquarius 

(1/20-2/18) 

After  winning  $ 1 6 mil- 
lion in  an  intense  game  of 
trivial  pursuit,  you  will  do- 
nate half  of  your  earnings  to 
the  Rollie  Fingers  Append- 
ages for  Kids  Foundation. 

Pisces 

(2/19-3/20) 

You  will  spot  the  front- 
runner for  the  recently  va- 
cated Pope  position  oper- 
ating the  Ferris  wheel  at 
Chicago’s  Navy  Pier. 

Aries 

(3/21-4/19) 

After  participating  in  a 
rousing  Home  Run  Derby 
competition,  you’ll  realize 
that  masturbating  gives  you 
the  same  results  as  using 
steroids. 

Taurus 

(4/20-5/20) 

You  will  get  a brain  an- 
eurysm after  being  unable  to 
decide  whether  to  put  mus- 
tard or  relish  on  your 
hotdog. 

Gemini 

(5/21-6/21) 

After  converting  to 
shintoism,  Divine  Emperor 
Akihito  will  command  you 
to  become  a taxidermist. 

Cancer 

(6/22-7/22) 

The  scissors  company. 


Fiskars,  will  hire  you  to  be 
their  spokesperson  on  ac- 
count of  being  ambidex- 
trous. 

Leo 

(7/23-8/22) 
After  sharing  your 
pierogies  with  Kermit  the 
Frog,  he  will  hop  into  a 
nearby  retention  pond. 

Suddenly,  he  will  be  at- 
tacked by  a swarm  of  ze- 
bra mussels  with  an  abid- 
ing taste  for  Polish. 

Virgo 

(8/23-9/22) 

Your  iPod  will  have  a 
glitch  and  repeat  Booker 
T.  & the  M.G.’s  super  hit 

“Green  Onions”  all  day 
while  you  are  walking 
around  campus. 

Just  remember,  you’re 
not  a character  from  The 
Sandlot. 

Libra 

(9/23-10/22) 

Your  economics  pro- 
fessor will  sucker  punch 
you  after  you  question 
why  Thailand  is  not  a 
member  of  NAFTA. 

Scorpio 

(10/23-11/21) 

You  are  as  free  as  you 
believe  you  can  be  until 
you  realize  you  will  be 
eternally  confined  to  the 
lucky  numbers:  8 12  27  38 
42  and  21. 

Sagittarius 

(11/22-12/21) 

Ice-skating  will  be- 
come your  favorite  sport- 
ing event  after  watching 
ESPN  Classic’s  marathon 
dedicated  to  Brian 
Boitano. 

But,  with  lack  of  expe- 
rience, you  will  attempt  a 
triple  lutz  and  crack  your 
skull. 
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A dose  of  englightenment 

Honor  students  exchange  ideas  at  spring  conference 


Commentary 


By  Mike  Moody 

On  March  5, 2005,  three  of  JJC's 
honors  students,  Leanne  Daoust, 
Markus  Hagmann  and  I.  attended  the 
Honors  Council  of  the  Illinois 
Region’s  spring  conference  at  Gov- 
■ emors  State  University. 

The  annual  conference,  held  in  a 
different  location  every  year,  provides 
honors  students  from  all  over  Illinois 
and  the  Midwest  with  an  opportunity 
to  present  their  research  and  findings 
from  the  honors  projects  they  have 
been  working  on  throughout  the  year. 
Colleges  in  attendance  at  this  year's 
conference  included  North  Central 
College,  Western  Illinois  Univer- 
sity, Southeast  Missouri  State,  Lewis 
University,  College  of  DuPage,  Gov- 


ernors State  University  and  Joliet 
Junior  College  among  others. 

JJC  was  also  represented  by 
staff  member  Mary  Williams  and 
program  coordinator  John 
Schroeder. 

Daoust,  a physics  major 
who  is  transferring  in  the  fall, 
gave  a presentation  on  her  re- 
search into  theology  as  part  of  a 
honors  class. 

"One  of  the  most  rewarding  parts 
of  the  day  was  the  opportunity  I was 
given  to  make  my  own  presentation. 
It  was  nice  to  be  able  to  share  my  work 
with  my  peers  and  receive  feedback, 
and  it  was  great  practice  for  future  pre- 
sentations I will  give  as  part  of  my  ca- 
reer,” Daoust  said. 

Daoust  presented  “Experiences 
in  Enlightenment,"  a discussion  of 
Christian  and  Buddhist  mystical  expe- 
riences which  asked  whether  God  ex- 


Photo  courtesy  of  honors  web9ite 

isls  on  a basis  of  faith  or  is  solely  an 
imagination  c 


r fabrication  based  o 


Join  the  Blazer  Staff  in  Fall  2005! 

The  Blazer  is  seeking  a production  manager  and 
an  advertising  manager  for  the  fall  2005 
semester. 

The  production  manager  is  a paid,  hourly 
position  and  the  advertising  manager  is  a paid, 
commission  position. 

Interested  students  should  call  Bob  Marcink  at  280- 
2607,  or  email  him  at  rmarcink@ljc.edu. 


JIMMY  JOHN’S  SANDWICHES 
ARE  AS  MUCH  FUN  TO  HOLD  AS 
BALLOON  ANIMALS.  AND  THEY'RE 
A WHOLE  LOT  TASTIER  TOO. 


YOUR  CATERING  SOLUTION 

TV 

Sisum  ■ ■ 1953 


If  OS  HOIBOLTII.  - IIS. 730. (041 


materialistic  perspective.  Daoust 
did  not  state  any  personal  opin- 
ions, but  merely  explored  the 
question  of  whether  God  ex- 

Daoust  also  enjoyed 
hearing  the  presentations 
of  other  area  honors  stu- 
dents. 

"Seeing  as  there  was  n 
wide  variety  of  subjects  covered 
by  the  presenters  (hut  day.  and  pre- 
sentations from  many  different  areas 
of  study  that  were  all  interesting  to 

Hagmann,  an  honors  student  and 
member  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  said.  "Sit- 
ting in  on  a few  sessions  and  listening 
to  many  diverse  presentations  - rang- 
ing from  topics  such  us  ‘Child  Slavery' 
to  otfWrs  such  as  ‘Same-Sex  Marriage' 
and  'Free  vs.  Fair  Trade'  - I enjoyed 
the  intellectual  stimulation  caused  by 


these  short  contributions  of  contem- 
porary discussions.  Some  even  en- 
couraged new  ways  of  looking  at  the 
issues  at  hand,  or  opened  up  insight 
into  problems  that  are  often  ignored 
by  the  big  news  agencies." 

The  honors  conference  can  be  in- 
teresting, allowing  students  to  sec 
what  other  students  are  doing  in  re- 
gard to  honors  research  and  study.  It 
is  also  impressive  to  see  how  well  re- 
searched some  of  the  best  arguments 

It  was  quite  apparent  when  sitting 
in  some  of  these  presentations  that, 
whether  1 agreed  with  them  or  not,  the 
presenters  certainly  knew  what  they 
were  talking  about 

Overall,  I found  this  experience 
very  rewarding  - so  much  that  1 have 
been  inspired  to  present  some  of  my 
research  into  the  history  of  Chicago  nt 
jtextyearNconlc^ 
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You’re  acting  giddy.  There’s  butterf  lies  in  your  stomach. 

A warm,  tingling  sensation  is  floating  through  your  body. 
Is  it  love,  or  is  it  because  you  just  discovered  how  much 
cash  Joliet  Textbooks  will  give  you  for  your  used  books? 


Getting  more  for  your  used  books  at  Joliet  Textbooks  is  a feeling  everyone  loves. 
_ ^ That’s  why  we  buy  books  back  every  business  day. 

All  colleges.  All  universities. 

So  don’t  even  think  of  selling  your  books  anywhere  else 
until  you  check  out  what  they’re  worth  at  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 

Then. . get  ready  to  feel  the  love. 

^TEXTBOOKS  815.773.1800 

1106  Houbolt  Road  • Joliet  • Across  the  street  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 


Whether  you're  buying  or  selling  books,  see  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 


Great  Jobs  Available! 

'Flexible  Flours 

'Great  Pay  $7  00  - Si 2.00+  per  hour 
'Work  as  many  hours  as  you  want 
'Multiple  locations  in  Chicago  and  surrounding  areas 
'A  great  work  environment  with  possible  advancements 
'Part-time  positions  throughout  the  school  year  and  full-time  In  the 
summer,  so  you  can  Keep  earning  while  you  are  learning! 

Call  Now!! 

630-973-0935 

or 

Visit  our  Web  Site 

www.homecityice.com 
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‘Sin  City’  thrills  with  graphic  film  noir  feel 


Review 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Comic  guru  Frank  Miller  doesn't 
like  Hollywood  much.  His  previous 
foray  into  movie  making  was  the 
screenplay  for  Robocop  2.  And  that. 


as  we  all  know,  didn’t  fair  too  well.  So 
he  decided  to  not  get  involved  with 
films,  especially  when  it  came  to  his 
own  creations  in  the  comic  world.  Ev- 
ery answer  would  be  a flat  "No."  Enter 
director  Robert  Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez,  best  know  for  Des- 
perado and  the  Spy  Kids  films,  had  al- 


ways been  a fan  of  Frank  Miller's 
graphic  novel  series.  Sin  City.  He  felt 
that  Sin  City  could  be  a great  film  if  it 
was  translated  frame  for  frame,  not  just 
a story  adaptation.  So  he  called  Miller 
and  he  got  what  Miller  said  what  he 
always  says:  "No.” 

So  Rodriguez  decided  to  invite' 
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"The  day  I started  taking  advantage  of  the  UPS  Earn  and 


Learn'  Program,  they  took  cafe  of  everything.  All  the  fees, 
all  the  books  and  I definitely  recommend  UPS." 
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School:  Joliet  Junior  College 
Major:  tlcdiic.il  Engineering 
Job:  Part-Time  Supervisor  at  UPS 
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paycheck  and  benefits.  Quality  toi  our  Earn  and  learn'  Program,  and 
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Financial  Assistance 
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Program  at  Joliet  Junior  College, 
please  contact  Essence  Brass  at: 
708.387.3471  or  visit: 
wunw.upsjobs.com/chicago 
(Access  Code:  3306) 

Miller  down  to  his  Texas  home/film  stu- 
dio to  film  some  test  footage  involving 
actors  Josh  Hartnett  and  Marley 
Shelton.  What  Miller  soon  realized  was 
that  this  was  day  one  of  filming;  what 
Rodriguez  got  was  an  enthusiastic 
"Yes." 

Rodriguez  didn't  stop  there.  He 
wanted  Miller  to  co-direct  the  film  with 
him.  The  Director’s  Guild  of  America 
didn’t  approve.  Rodriguez  then  for- 
feited his  DGA  card  because  he 
wouldn't  have  it  any  other  way.  And 
then  Rodriguez  called  up  buddy 
Quentin  Tarantino  to  direct  one  scene. 
What  they  produced  was  one  stylized, 
brutal  and  brilliant  movie. 

The  film  adapts — or,  as  Rodriguez 
would  say,  "translates" — three  of  the 
graphic  novels  of  the  seven-part  se- 
ries that  intersect  at  some  points.  It 
starts  with  ‘That  Yellow  Bastard,"  in 
which  the  only  straight-laced  cop  in 
Sin  City,  John  Hartigan  (Bruce  Willis), 
races  to  save  a young  girl  named  Nancy 
Callahan  from  the  clutches  of  a pedo- 
phile son-of-a-senator  referred  to  as 
Junior  (Nick  Stahl). 

Jump  into  ‘The  Hard  Goodbye." 
When  a hooker  named  Goldie  (Jaime 
King)  is  killed  right  next  to  a sleeping 
Marv  (Mickey  Rourke),  a man  with 
crudely  chiseled  features,  a mean  tem- 
per and  a heart  of  gold. 


he  directed  (a  hilarious  bit  in  which 
a dead  Jackie  Boy  has  a conversa- 
tion with  Dwight). 

The  intertwining  storylines, 
their  intersections  and  the  resurrec- 
tion of  dead  characters  is  all  out  of 
his  playbook. 

Now,  I have  read  three  of  the 
Sin  City  graphic  novels  (only  two 
are  in  this  movie)  and  they  are  un- 
yielding in  emotion  and  graphic  car- 
nage. 

In  fact.  Rodriguez  and  Miller  ba- 
sically used  the  comics  as 
storyboards.  Every  frame  in  the  com- 
ics has  an  exactly  matching  shot  in 
the  film:  the  film  is  the  single  most 
faithful  adaptation  of  a comic  book 

With  great  visuals,  a film  must 
have  great  actors.  And  this  film 
spares  no  expense.  The  actors  in- 
volved are  a laundry  list  of  stars,  old 
and  new:  Willis,  Alba,  Owen,  Wood, 
Del  Toro,  Stahl,  Murphy,  King, 
Rosario  Dawson,  Rutger  Hauer, 
Michael  Clarke  Duncan.  Michael 
Madsen,  Powers  Boothe,  Carla 
Guigino  and  Alexis  Blidel. 

1 could  go  on  and  on  about  the 
cast  alone.  Wood  delightfully  plays 
against  his  wholesome,  Frodo  image 
as  the  serial  rapist;  Dawson  is  sexy 
and  surreal  as  the  leader  of  the  Old 


Photo  courtesy  of  Dimension  Films. 

Carla  Gugino  and  Mickey  Rourke  in  Sin  City. 


c leads  into  “The  Big 
Fat  Kill,”  where  a corrupt  cop  named 
Jackie  Boy  (Benicio  Del  Toro)  gets-in- 
volved  with  the  girlfriend  (Brittany 
Muiphy)  of  Dwight  (Clive  Owen).  Jackie 
Boy  then  stirs  up  trouble  in  Old  Town, 
a section  of  town  that  is  ruled  by  a 
group  of  prostitutes,  who  have  a deal 
with  the  cops  to  dispense  their  own 
form  of  justice  upon  those  who  get  in 
their  way.  Unfortunately,  trouble  is 
stirred  up  when  Jackie  Boy  causes  a 
scene  in  Old  Town. 

The  finale  of  the  film  picks  up 
where  "Yellow  Bastard”  left  off. 
Hartigan  goes  to  find  Nancy  (Jessica 
Alba),  who  is  a 19-year  old  exotic 
dancer  at  a local  saloon.  But  it  appears 
Junior  is  still  alive,  namely  with  a 
Simpsons- like  qualities. 

Without  a doubt.  Sin  City's  top 
merit  is  by  the  visual  fabric  with  which 
Rodriguez  so  beautifully  made  this. 
The  vivid  black  and  white  setting — 
with  the  occasional  splash  of  color — 
is  visually  stunning.  Not  only  do  the 
visuals  add  to  the  film’s  noir-ish  atmo- 
sphere but  so  does  the  music,  com- 
posed by  Rodriguez  himself.  In  fact, 
Rodriguez  co-directed,  composed  and 
edited  the  film.  Without  a doubt,  the 
film  looks  beautiful.  With  this  striking 
visual  environment  come  some  of  the 
most  explicit,  graphic  violence  I have 
ever  seen  on  film. 

However,  this  blood  and  guts  ap- 
pears only  a few  times  as  bright  red, 
but  mostly  as  bright  white  against  black 
and  dark  grays.  Tarantino’s  prints  can 
be  found  all  over,  not  just  the  one  scene 


Town  hookers;  Boothe  is  delight- 
fully creepy  as  the  power  hungry 
senator;  Owen  shines  in  his  first 
post-Oscar  nomination;  and  Willis 
is  convincing  as  a washed  up  good- 
guy  who  can  still  kick  ass.  But  this 
film’s  star  is  Mickey  Rourke. 

A legend  in  his  own  time, 
Rourke  revives  his  fledging  career 
with  a career-defining  performance 
has  the  lovable  brute  Marv.  Essen- 
tially, he  plays  himself,  with  added 
flair  and  added  zing.  He  breathes 
more  life  into  an  already  interesting 
character.  His  powerful  presence — 
and  one-liners  that  are  among  the 
best  of  the  film — glistens  in  the  sex 
and  violence  surrounding  him. 
Rourke  is  a pure  revelation  and  his 
Oscar-worthy  performance  is  testa- 
ment to  why  he  should  be  in  movies 
forever. 

I must  warn  you:  this  film  is  not 
for  the  weak-at-heart  and  most  cer- 
tainly not  for  children.  If  you’re  ex- 
pecting a Spider-Man  or  Superman 
atmosphere  where  the  good  guys 
walk  away  and  it  is  family-friendly; 
good  guys  blow  themselves  away 
and  the  only  family  to  bring  would 
be  the  Manson  family. 

Its  gritty,  unrelenting  and  not 
one  shred  below  brilliant.  The  theme 
of  Sin  City  is  “Walk  down  the  right 
back  alley  in  Sin  City,  and  you  can 
find  anything.”  You’re  damn  right  I 
found  the  first  great  cinematic  expe- 
rience of  the  year,  a distinction  that 
will  no  doubt  stand  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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Former  JJC  standout 
may  be  drafted  in  NFL 


By  A dam  Fox 

Former  JJC  wide  receiver  Kelvin 
Hayden  is  eligible  for  this  years  NFL 
draft.  Hayden,  a former  NJCAA  Na- 
tional Offensive  Player  of  the  Year  in 
2002,  was  moved  to  comerback  by 
the  University  of  Illinois  due  to  their 
lack  of  players  at  that  position. 
Hayden  also  played  comerback  in 
high  school. 

A graduate  of  Hubbard  High 
School  in  Chicago,  Hayden  played 
for  the  Wolves  during  their  2001  and 
2002  seasons.  In  that  time  the  team 
went  2 1 - 1 as  he  helped  them  advance 
to  the  2002  NJCAA  National  Champi- 
onship game. 

Hayden  still  leads  JJC  with  72  re- 
ceptions, 1,297  receiving  yards  (18.0 
average)  and  13  touchdowns.  He  is 
also  ranked  fourth  in  total  scoring 
with  13  receiving  touchdowns,  one 
rushing  touchdown  and  one  2-PT 
conversion  for  86  points.  Hayden  is 
ranked  behind  Harold  Brown  (1981), 
Craig  Duppong  (2001),  and  Derrell 
Mitchell  (1990). 

“I  think  he  will  do  well  at  either 
(position),  I talked  with  several  NFL 
teams,  half  are  looking  at  him  as  a re- 
ceiver, half  are  looking  at  him  as  a 
comerback,”  said  head  football  coach 
Bob  MacDougall  who  coached 
Hayden  during  his  time  here.  “He  just 
wants  to  get  drafted.” 

The  Sporting  News  has  Hayden 
as  the  3 9')1  best  comerback  prospect 
in  the  country. 

“Why  only  19?  Because  he 
played  receiver  the  year  before,  and 
three  yearc  previous  in  college.  But 
once  people  get  to  see  him,  meet  him, 
he  has  ail  the  characteristics  to  be  an 
outstanding  professional  football 
player,”  MacDougall  said. 

Hayden’s  best  game  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  was  versus  Califor- 
nia in  2003.  He  recorded  1 3 receptions 


Kelvin  Hayden 


Senior  at  U.  Dlinois 
Height:  6-0 
Weight:  198  lbs. 
Position:  CB/WR 
Experience:  2-1 

for  158  yards  and  one  touchdown,  in- 
cluding a 72-yard  reception. 

The  Sporting  News  analysis 
states  that  Hayden  “is  a former  receiver 
who  converted  to  defense  last  season. 
Has  decent  speed  and  good  short-area 
burst.  Can  intercept.  Is  well  built  for 
the  position.  Has  the  toughness  to 
come  up  and  hit.  Would  be  best  in  a 
cover-2  scheme.  Could  develop  into  a 
very  good  player.  Also  can  help  as  a 
kick  returner.” 

The  New  England  Patriots,  Tampa 
Bay  Buccaneers,  New  Orleans  Saints 
and  St.  Louis  Rams  have  shown  inter- 
est and  have  contacted  MacDougall 
about  Hayden’s  abilities. 
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Aurora  University 


• Choose  from  40 
undetgraduale  programs. 

• Earn  or  complete  your 
bachelor's  degree. 

• Jump  start  your  career  with 
day  or  evening  classes. 

• Apply  online  lapplkation  fee 
waived)  at  www.aurora.edu. 


• learn  about  our 

competitive  scholarships 


Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 
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Men’s  baseball  takes  the  win 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

Although  the  JJC  men’s  baseball 
team  started  the  season  with  their 
share  of  ups  and  downs,  they  are  cur- 
rently playing  their  best  ball  of  the 
young  season. 

The  Wolves  recently  recorded  a 
double-header  win  against  Morton 
Community  College.  The  Wolves  came 
out  on  top  in  both  games  with  an  11-9 
and  8-7  victory  over  Morton. 

Leading  the  way  for  the  Wolves 
was  sophomore  pitcher  Vince  Rizzi. 
Rizzi  pitched  two  amazing  games  in  the 
double-header  series.  After  the  first 
game,  Rizzi  recorded  1 2/3  hitless  in- 
nings. Rizzi’s  success  during  the  game 
is  the  key  factor  in  helping  the  Wolves 
gain  early  momentum  in  the  game. 

Other  standouts  were  Bill  Woods, 
Nick  Morris,  Tony  Nutall  and  Devin 
Smith  all  recording  home  runs.  Sopho- 
more Darren  McEvilly  recorded  two 


Next  3 baseball 
games; 

|“  Away:  April  13, 

Kishwaukee  college, 

2:30  p.nu 

1“  Home:  April  14.  Illinois 
1 Valley  C.C.,  3p.m. 

|““  Home:  April  16.  College 
of  Dupage,  12  p.m. 

hits,  while  sophomore  Justin  Friday 
chipped  in  with  three  hits  and  an  RBI. 

In  the  second  game  sophomore 
pitcher  Terry  Hartwig  took  the  mound 
for  six  innings,  striking  out  three  and 
walking  three.  Then  it  was  Rizzi  to  the 
rescue  for  the  rest  of  the  game  to  se- 


cure the  win. 

Morris  continued  to  shine  in  game 
two,  recording  two  hits;  a double  and 
a three-run  homer.  McEvilly  and  Fri- 
day again  chipped  in  with  two  hits 
each. 

The  win  was  just  another  uplift- 
ing experience  after  they  recently  de- 
feated Indiann  Northwestern  Univer- 
sity JV.  The  Wolves  crushed  Indiana, 
9-3  and  6-0  in  the  double-header. 

In  game  one  McEvilly.  Anthony 
Gonzalez,  Smith,  Woods  and  Brandin 
Muniz  had  two  hits  each,  while 
McEvilly  and  Muniz  recorded  two 
RBls  The  second  game  featured  John 
Rowley  who  pitched  a five  hit  shutout 
for  the  Wolves. 

The  Wolves  look  to  continue  their 
success  on  the  road  against 
Kishwaukee  College  on  Wednesday, 
April  13.  Game  lime  is  scheduled  for 
2:30  p.m. 


Women’s 

By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  women’s  softball  partici- 
pated in  the  Robert  Morris  College 
tournament  on  the  April  8 and  9.  The 
Lady  Wolves  finished  1-3  in  the  tour- 
nament. The  Wolves  opened  the  tour- 
nament with  a victory,  but  fell  short  in 
their  next  three  games  for  the  toumey 

The  Lady  Wolves  were  victorious 
against  Trinity  Christian  Community 
College  with  a final  2-1  for  their  first 
win.  Sophomore  Amber  Peterson  re- 
corded the  win.  Ashley  Brown, 
Heather  Holman,  Keisha  Keller  and 
former  JJC  basketball  player  Heather 
Gaefnitz  recorded  two  hits  each. 

The  Lady  Wolves  did  however 
take  a hard  4-2  loss  against  Robert 
Morris  College.  The  Wolves  then  lost 
to  Calumet  Community  College.  De- 
spite putting  runs  on  the  board,  JJC 
lost  a close  one,  14-13.  The  Wolves 
recorded  16  hits,  Holman  had  a home 
run  and  Megan  Bettenhausen  had 
four  of  the  1 6 hits.  In  the  final  game  of 
the  tournament,  the  Wolves  took  a 
hard  8-0  loss  to  Olivet  Nazarene  Col- 
lege. 

Despite  a rough  tournament,  the 


softball  victorious 
Game 
Schedule 


Lady  Wolves  remain  undefeated  in  the 
N4C  play  so  far  this  season.  Currently 
they  post  a 5-0  record,  in  part  to  the 
play  of  Peterson,  JJC’s  outstanding 
right-handed  pitcher. 

Peterson  pitched  u double-header 
against  N4C  rival  Triton  College.  The 
Lady  Wolves  came  out  on  top  both 
games  with  finals  of  6-5  and  6-3.  In  the 
first  game,  Bettenhuuscn  tripled  lute 
which  brought  in  the  winning  run.  In 
tire  second  game  Grnefn.rz  recorded  two 
hits  and  four  RBls.  Freshman  pitcher 
Jill  Kucera  finished  the  gume  on  the 
mound  to  complete  the  shutout. 

Against  Rock  Valley,  Peterson 
once  again  took  the  mound  in  the 
double-header  which  resulted  in  a final 
score  of  3-1.  In  game  one,  on  error  on 
Rock  Valley's  part  forced  Keller  and 
Bettenhausen  to  score  for  the  victory. 
In  game  two,  Kucera  pitched  the  4-2 
win,  while  Holman  was  outstanding  at 
the  plate.  She  went  3-3  with  two 
doubles  and  an  RBI. 

The  Wolves  continue  their  season 
against  N4C  rival  Harper  College  on 
Thursday,  April  14  at  3 p.m.  The  game 
is  away. 


W “ Away:  April  14, 

■ Harper  College, 
3 p.m. 

P™  Away:  April  15, 
Morton  College, 
3:15  p.m. 

I"™  Home:  April  19, 

1 Elgin  C.C.,  3 
p.m. 

Away:  April  20, 
® McHenry  County 

College,  3:30 
p.m. 


Musicians,  Artists,  Dancers, 
Actors,  Poets,  Performers... 

Expose  Yourself 

Every  Saturday  May -Oct  at  our 

OPEN  AIR  STREET 
PERFORMANCE  VENUE 

at  The  Peaceful  Sazebo  in  Morris 

(turning  the  boonles  Into  the  bomb) 
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You  pick  the  time  and  dates 
Find  a spot  and  do  your  thing 
Got  stuff  to  sell?  No  problemo 
Need  Juice?  We  accomodate 
Groups  & individuals  welcome 


For  more  info  contact  Gayle  at  The  Peaceful  Gazebo 
81 5-416-1050  www.peacefulgazebo.com 
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NJCAA  basketball 
championships 

Short  handed  team  finishes  second 


By  Adam  Fox 

The  2005  men’s  basketball  team 
finished  the  season  ranked  second  in 
the  NJCAA  national  tournament.  The 
Wolves  lost  to  Hostos  Community 
College  on  March  29  by  a score  of  73- 
71. 

Lcuding  the  way  for  the  Wolves 
was  sophomore  Arius  Young  with  21 
points,  while  sophomore  Anthony 
Smith  scored  19  points. 

Sophomore  Jawond  Gage  had  an- 
other solid  game  with  12  points,  5 re- 
bounds, 4 assists  and  4 steals. 

However,  with  2:36  left  in  the  game, 
Smith  went  over  the  recorded  his  fifth 
foul  and  fouled  out,  leaving  JJC  with 
only  five  players  The  Wolves  only  had 


six  players  for  the  national  tournament 
because  freshman  Shane  Smoot  and 
Sean  Farver  left  the  team  for  unknown 
reasons. 

"At  2:36  we  were  down  2 points, 
and  we  decided  to  go  for  a 3-point  shot, 
we  decided  to  go  for  the  win,”  head 
coach  Joe  Kuhn  said. 

Leading  the  way  for  the  Caimans 
was  All-Tournament  MVP  Raul 
Mercedes  with  12  points  and  11  re- 
bounds. Mercedes  drained  a key  3- 
pointer  with  .30  seconds  left  to  put 
Hostos  CC  ahead  by  two-points. 

"Anthony  Smith  mude  big  play 
after  big  play  for  us.  We  considered 
making  him  player  of  the  year,  even 
though  we  lost."  said  Kuhn. 


Also  receiving  honors  were  Smith 
and  Young  who  made  the  All-Tourna- 
ment team.  Wolves  freshman  center 
Larry  McGee  has  received  third  team 
All-American  honors  by  NJCAA. 

McGee  turned  out  20  double- 
doubles this  season  for  the  Wolves, 
while  averaging  16.9  points  per  game 
and  10.9  rebounds  per  game. 

McGee  was  also  named  Region  IV 
Division  III  tournament  MVP,  and  was 
voted  first  team  All-Conference  and  to 
the  All-Region  team  this  season. 

Hostos  Community  College,  who 
beat  the  Wolves,  has  only  been  in  the 
league  for  three  seasons. 


Lady  Wolves  finish  fifth  in  tourny 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  women's  basketball 
team's  season  came  to  an  end  in  New 
York  at  the  NJCAA  Division  III 
Women's  Basketball  Championship 
held  on.  The  Wolves  (24-8)  finished 
fifth  place  in  the  national  tournament 
held  in  mid  March. 

The  Wolves  opened  up  the  tour- 
nament with  a 79-76  victory  over 
Brookdale  Community  College.  Fresh- 
man Heather  Gracfnitz  scored  20 
points,  while  sophomore  Jenna 
Barghahn  recorded  1 7 points. 

The  win  over  Brookdale  advanced 
the  girls  to  the  semi-finals  against 
Monroe  College,  where  they  were  de- 
feated with  u final  82-74  result  in  over- 


time. The  Wolves  were  ahead  by  three 
with  half  a minute  left  in  the  game,  until 
Monroe  answered  back  with  a 3-pointer 
as  the  buzzer  sounded. 

Despite  their  loss,  Barghahn 
and  Graefnitz  were  both  awarded  All- 
American  honors  as  a result  of  their 
consistent  performance  throughout  die 
year. 

The  NJCAA  awarded  Barghahn 
second  team  All-American  honors, 
while  Gracfnitz  was  awarded  to  the  3rt 
team  All- Americun  honors . 

Barghahn  has  been  one  of  the 
mosrsuccessful  athletes  at  JJC.  While 
averaging  15  points  a game  and  3.1 
assists,  Barghahn  was  voted  Region 
IV  Division  III  tournament  MVP  and 


was  also  awarded  the  N4C  All-Confer- 
ence MVP.  One  of  the  biggest  Accom- 
plishments, besides  making  All-Ameri- 
can status,  is  the  fact  that 'she  was 
named  NJCAA  player  of  the  week. 

Graefnitz  on  the  other  hand, 
averaged  17.1  points  and  3.6  rebounds. 
She  was  voted  on  the^fJCAA  Division 
III  All -Tournament  team  and  Region  IV 
Division  Hi  AU-Toumament  team. 

Graefnitz  was  named  Region  IV 
player  of  tlic  week  twice  this  season. 
Graefnitz  looks  to  continue  and  im- 
prove her  success  here  at  JJC  next  sea- 
son. Until  then,  she  will  focus  her  at- 
tention to  softball  this  spring  for  the 
Lady  Wolves. 


Athletes  of 
the  issue 


The  JJC 
men’s  baseball 
team  has  been  so 
successful  lately, 
thanks  to  sopho- 
more infielder 
Darren  McEvilly. 

Mi  Evilly  has  re- 
cemlybeen  a key 
pi  er  on  the 
ba  ball  team. 

Ni  i only  is  he  an 
all  around  in- 
fielder,  but  he  is 
consistent  at  the 
plate  as  well.The 

5’  1 1"  3"1  baseman  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  up  at 
the  plate  with  hits  and  RBI’s  so  far  this  season. 
McEvilly  was  also  a factor  on  the  Wolves  team  last 
year.  He  was  a versatile  infielder,  but  will  most  likely 
remain  at  3nl  base  this  year.  McEvilly  will  continue  to 
be  a huge  success  and  leader  during  the  2005  sea- 


Peterson 
has  been  a 
huge  success 
to  the 
women’s  soft- 
ball  team  so 
far  this  season. 
Peterson  has 
pitched  her 
way  to  the 
current  5-0 
conference 
record.  She 

Darren  McEvillly  Amber  Peterson  recently 

pitched  victo- 
ries against 

Trinity  Christian  Community  College,  South  Sub- 
urban Community  College  (game  2),  a double- 
header  against  Triton  College,  and  Rock  Valley. 
Not  only  is  she  a reliable  pitcher,  but  she  is  just  as 
affective  at  the  plate.  Being  the  only  sophomore 
on  the  team,  Peterson  will  continue  to  lead  the 
Lady  Wolves  this  season. 


Predictions  for 
the  upcoming 
MLB  season 


By  Adam  Fox 


leaves  LaTroy  Hawkins  as  the  tc 


The  snow  begins  to  melt,  the  buds  closer.  Feel  that,  yes,  those  are  shiv- 


running  down  your  spine.  I have 
them  too. 

5.  Do  the  White  Sox  have  any 


begin  to  appear  on  the  trees,  and  yes, 
it  is  spring.  And  each  spring  brings  a 
new  hope,  love  and  baseball  season  to 
many  of  our  hearts.  Yes,  the  Chicago  offense? 

Cubs  and  White  Sox  began  their  regu-  If  the  first  two  games  of  the 

lar  season,  and  baseball  fans  could  nol 
be  happier. 

Let  the  bickering  begin  between  Speed  and  defense  are  great,  but  de- 
the  die-hard  north  and  southsiders  pending  on  how  well  the  other  clubs 
over  which  club  is  better.  With  all  fa-  play,  I suspect  the  Sox  need  more 
voritism  aside,  well  as  much  as  pos-  hitters  than  just  first  baseman  Paul 
sible,  here  are  seven  predictions  for  the  Konerko.  Players  like  Aaron 
upcoming  baseball  season:  Rowand,  Tadahito  Iguchi  and  Juan 

1.  Boston  Red  Sox  dream  season  Uribe  have  to  step  up  their  game. 


2 any  indication  of  how  the 
offense  is  going  to  be,  watch  c 


6.  Minnesota  and  SL  Louis  ai 
s unbelievable  still  the  teams  to  beat. 

The  only  reason  the  Cubs  are 
it  the  best  team  in  the  NL  Central 
s because  of  their  pitching.  They 


was. . ..just  a dream. 

Yes,  last  season  w 

and  was  one  of  the  best  sports  mo- 
ments ever,  but  the  magic  has  ended. 

The  club  still  will  pound  out  runs  with 
Johnny  Damon,  Manny  Ramirez  and  have  no  closer  (see  above)  and  Prior 
David  Ortiz,  and  Kerry 

but  their  1 
pitching  will 
leave  you 
wishing  for 


With 
Pedro 
Martinez  and 
Derek  Lowe 
gone,  it  will 
be  even  more 
pressure  on 
Curt  Schilling. 


With, 

ire  and 


This  season 
will  be  full  of 
controversy, 
surprises  and 
lots  of  great 
baseball. 


e speculation  in  the  air  about  who  again. 


■ Wood  have 
trouble  stay- 
ing healthy. 
The  Minne- 
sota Twins 
are  a very 
beatable 
team,  but 
they  hold 

over  the  Sox. 
And  until 
they  break 
that  hold 
they  have 
on  them,  it 
will  be  sec- 
ond place 


i the  “juice”,  every  player  will  be 
under  the  microscope.  If  a star’s  pro- 
duction drops,  or  injury  creeps  up  on  a 
player,  let  the  witch  hunt  begin.  Thanks 
Mr.  Canseco. 


7.  Sox  vs.  Cubs,  the  rivalry  con- 
tinues. 

Growing  up  a White  Sox  fan,  I 
was  taught  that  it  is  a good  day  as 
long  as  the  Sox  are  winning,  the  St. 


3.  No  Mags,  No  Sammy,  No  prob-  Louis  Cardinals  are  winning  and  the 
lem.  Cubs  are  losing.  So,  for  two  week- 

With  both  Chicago  clubs  letting  ends  a year  the  Sox  and  Cubs  get  to 
go  of  their  cornerstone  right  fielders  go  head  to  head  for  bragging  rights, 
this  off-season,  it  creates  an  interest-  Last  year  the  Cubs  got  the  right  to 
ing  problem.  While  Magglio  Ordonez  boast  about  having  a better  team, 
left  as  a free  agent  and  Sammy  Sosa  This  year  I know  it  will  be  all  Sox 
was  traded,  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  Why  ? Because  the  Sox  have  a 
which  of  their  replacements  will  be  bet-  deeper  starting  rotation  and  a much 
ter.  Jermaine  Dye  and  Jeromy  Bumitz,  better  bullpen.  Sorry  Cub  Fans,  wait 
respectively  of  the  White  Sox  and  till  next  year. 

Cubs,  give  their  clubs  probably  20 
home  runs  and  70  RBIs  each.  A signifi- 


This  season  will  be  full  of  con- 
drop  off  from  what  Chicago  has  troversy,  surprises  and  lots  of  great 
baseball.  As  a baseball  fan  I am  sali- 
vating over  it.  wailing  for  the  sea- 
to  really  get  going.  I wish  both 


• the  past  decade. 

4.  Who  will  close  for  the  Cubs? 

It  was  supposed  to  be  Joe 
Borowski,  but  he  got  injured  again  this  teams  the  best  of  luck  in  their 
spring.  And  since  Mark  Prior  is  on  the  spective  divisions  and  hope  to  see 
disabled  list  again,  the  next  option  for  both  of  them  in  the  playoffs  this  fall, 
the  Cubs  was  to  have  Ryan  Dempster  And  until  then,  I hope  for  many 


close,  but  he  i 


v starting.  So  that  good  days  to  c 


L 


student  Childhood  Center  celebrates 


trustee 

elected 


Photo  by  Randal  Donloy 

Rukiya  Johnson  reads  to  the  daycare  children  April  8 near  the  week  of  the  ChildHood  center  celebrated  Week  of  the  Young  Child. 


Margaret  Boehle 

By  Jim  Allocco 

With  49  percent  of  the  April  14 
election,  Margaret  Boehle  was  cho- 
sen JJC's  student  trustee. 

She  finished  with  97  of  the  197 
votes  cast,  with  the  other  three  can- 
didates, Mike  Moody,  Darrold 
Muzzall  and  Jim  Nugent,  splitting  the 
other  100  votes. 

Boehle  will  be  trustee  for  a year 
until  the  next  elections,  and  she  has 
already  been  getting  prepared,  attend- 
ing several  Board  of  Trustees  meet- 
ings before  and  after  the  election. 

She  has  described  her  position 
as  a "constant  learning  experience," 
saying  that  she  still  has  more  to  learn, 
even  after  she  finished  the  1.5  inch- 
thick  "board  packet.” 

Though  she  hasn’t  yet  had  her 
board  orientation,  she  already  is  get- 
ting prepared  for  the  position.  People 
began  approaching  her  with  com- 
plaints and  suggestions  the  day  she 
was  elected  - some  even  coming  to 
her  before  the  election. 

Some  popular  proposals  have 
been:  a wireless  internet  connection, 
an  on-campus  nurse  and  lower  caf- 

See  ELECTION  page 


By  Meta  Machulis 

The  JJC  Early  Childhood  Center 
(ECC)  observed  the  Week  of  the  Young 
Child  April  3 through  9.  In  celebration 
of  the  week,  the  center  held  a bicycle 
parade,  cookie  sale  and  Family  Fun 
night.  A literacy  program  held  during 


the  week  included  a scholastic  book 
fair  and  guest  readers. 

The  Week  of  the  Young  Child  is 
meant  to  “focus  public  attention  on  the 
needs  of  young  children  and  their  fami- 
lies and  to  recognize  the  early  child- 
hood programs  and  services  that  meet 


those  needs,"  according  to  the  website 
of  the  National  Association  for  the  Edu- 
cation of  Young  Children.  Early  child- 
hood programs  throughout  the  United 
States  celebrate  the  week,  and  each  pro- 
gram chooses  its  own  unique  activities 
for  the  celebration. 


The  annual  ECC  cookie  sale  was 
held  April  6 and  7.  Groups  of  about  six 
children  at  a time  encouraged  stu- 
dents, faculty  and  staff  who  walked 
across  the  bridge  to  buy  treats.  About 
every  20  minutes,  a new  group  of  chil- 


Week  of  the  Young  Child 


See  DAYCARE  page  6 


JJC  professor  to  teach 
at  British  university 

RirlanlVnnhl  ^ 


The  allure  of  English  moors  and  towering  cathe 
dral  spires  cannot  escape  most  travelers  hungry 
for  adventure.  For  a Joliet  Junior  College  Art  professor, 
the  opportunity  to  teach  abroad  is  quite  an  allure. 


JJC  Art  professor  Gisele  Atterberry 
will  travel  to  Canterbury,  England,  in 
the  fall  as  a guest  lecturer  in  American 
studies  at  Canterbury  Christ  Church 
University. 

“I’m  really  looking  forward  to  this," 
says  Atterberry,  who  will  teach  at  the 
university  for  about  1 3 weeks  during 
the  fall  semester. 

Atterberry  was  selected  for  this 
program  after  interviewing  for  the  po- 
sition last  November.  Her  tentative  date 
of  departure  will  be  early  September 
with  a return  shortly  before  Christmas. 

The  trip  is  sponsored  by  the  Illi- 
nois Consortium  for  International  Stud- 
ies and  Programs,  and  organization 
with  about  40  members  in  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  specializing  in  studying 


abroad.  The  organization  is  strongly 
devoted  "global  international  educa- 
tion and  multicultural  diversity." 

The  organization  will  fund 
Atterberry 's  housing  and  airfare. 

As  a guest  lecturer  in  a series  of 
classes  pertaining  to  American  stud- 
ies, Atterberry  will  focus  on  American 
cinema  with  primary  concentration  on 
independent  and  local  film. 

Attcrbeny  is  excited  to  able  to  jour- 
ney to  England  for  a second  time, 

"The  beauty  of  the  English  coun- 
tryside is  apparent  in  the  fall,"  she  says. 
“It’s  a wonderful  opportunity  to  be  able 
to  spend  extended  time  there." 

Canterbury  is  a place  steeped  in 

See  BRITISH  page  11 


Photo  courtesy  of  canterbury 
somethlng.com 


The  front  entrance  of  Canterbury  Chris  Church  University. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Blazer  staff  says  farewell 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  it’s  easy  for  us  to  weigh  our 
accomplishments. 

If  you  haven’t  heard,  the  Blazer  and  its  staff  won  sev- 
eral awards  at  the  annual  fall  conference  of  the  Illinois 
Community  College  Journalism  Association.  Both  edi- 
tors will  be  transferring  to  four-year  universities,  as  will 
be  many  staff  members.  Others  are  still  awaiting  their 
acceptances. 

(And  our  Matt  Sheehan,  while  he  may  not  be  attend- 
ing a four-year  school  in  the  fall,  plans  to  attend  many 
Star  Wars  conventions,  which  makes  us  all  very  proud.) 

No  matter  what  the  case,  we  all  have  something  to 
gloat  about  this  summer  - we’re  a very  arrogant  staff. 

But  through  it  all  we’ve  learned  one  valuable  lesson. 
Everyone  should  take  full  advantage  of  the  opportuni- 
ties that  present  themselves  to  them  during  their  col- 
lege years.  The  problem  is  that  we’ve  witnessed  many 
students’  lives  take  turns  for  the  worse  by  dropping  out 
of  school  or  scraping  along  with  easy  classes. 

This  issue,  we  published  a feature  on  a 75-year-old 
man  who  is  still  thirsty  for  knowledge.  This  audacious 
man  single-handedly  puts  lazy  twenty-something-year- 
olds  to  shame. 

Though  there  are  many  mistakes  we  may  have  made 
along  the  way,  we  at  the  Blazer  can  all  say  that  we’ve 
been  focused  on  gaining  more  insight  into  the  profes- 
sions that  lie  ahead.  We’ve  taken  some  difficult  courses 
and  have  spent  plenty  of  time  with  clubs  and  other  ex- 
tracurricular activities. 

The  many  obstacles  that  we  have  endured  along  the 
way  have  only  prepared  us  for  the  future. 

For  incoming  and  returning  students,  we  suggest  that 
getting  involved  in  one  of  the  many  clubs  or  programs 
offered  by  JJC  will  provide  an  outlet  for  creating  net- 
works that  may  lead  to  lifelong  connections  and  friend- 
ships. 
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If  you  could  be  any  famous 
person  for  a day,  who  would 
it  be  and  why? 


“I’d  be  myself, 
because  I’m  the 
shit." 

- Melissa  Porter, 
Dental  hygiene 


“Nick  Lachey, 
because  of  Jessica 
Simpson.” 

— Vince  Rizzi, 
Undecided 


“I  want  to  be  the 
president  so  I 
could  control  the 
nation.” 

- Amber  Peterson, 
Communications 


--  Carl  Puckett, 
Undecided 


“Christopher 
Walken’s  big  toe.” 

--Carol  Goolsby, 
NASCAR 


“One  of  the  Olsen 
Twins.  Because 
they  are  powerful, 
rich  and  really 
pretty." 

--  Kayte  Sweene, 
Mass 

Communications 


LETTER  POLICY 

The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 
Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can 
verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be 
kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for 
space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or 
regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at 
F-1009. 


Contact  information: 
Blazer 

1215  Houbolt  Road 
Joliet,  Illinois  6(W31 

Phone  number: 

280-2313 


The  Blazer 
wishes  the 
students 
and  faculty 
a fun  and 
safe 

summer! 
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Hopeful  futures 


Springing  forward 
as  seasons  change 


It  is  officially  a time  for  changes, 
rebirth  and  growth.  The  cold  bitter- 
ness of  the  winter  season  that  caused 
everyone  to  pile  on  layers  of  warmth 
and  protection  has  passed.  In  its 
place  has  come  a season  of 
newfound  freedoms,  soul-searching 
vacations,  days  basked  in  sun-kissed 
colors,  and  lives  and  loves  anew. 
Yeah,  springtime  is  here.  The  weather 
is  teetering  us  between  cold,  sunny 
days  and  warm,  cloudy  ones.  It  is  fluc- 
tuating much  like  many  lives  during 
this  very  same  time. 

While  springtime  may  bring 
about  the  illusion  of  free,  careless 
days  spent  enjoying  the  sun’s  rays, 
and  bowing  out  all  the  built-up  pres- 
sures of  the  second  semester,  that’s 
not  the  reality  for  every  student. 
Some  of  us  will  be  heading  home  if 
we’ve  traveled  away  for  school,  or 
we’ll  be  preparing  ourselves  for  the 
summer  workforce  of  which  virtually 
every  college  student  “dreams"  of. 
Or  for  some  of  us,  we  're  bracing  our- 
selves for  yet  another  transition:  mov- 
ing on  to  four-year  colleges  and  uni- 
versities. Whatever  our  decisions,  we 
try  not  to  forget  who  we  are,  where 
we’ve  been  and  what  things  couldn’t 
bear  to  detach  themselves  from  us. 
And  in  the  midst  of  it  all,  we  try  to 
remember  to  be  thankful  and  thank 
those  who  helped  us  along  the  way. 
We  give  that  extra  hug  and  say  that 
extra  goodbye  to  those  who  were 
special  enough  to  remind  us  of  who 
we  were  and  what  we’ve  become  as 
we  close  doors  to  walk  into  new  ones. 

For  African-American  students, 
it’s  more  than  remembering  who  has 
helped  you  along  the  way,  but  also 
acknowledging  who  helped  those  that 
helped  you.  And  after  goals  have 
been  reached  and  foundations  solidi- 
fied, it  is  more  so  about  reinvesting 
those  acquired  and  nurtured  talents 


Snapshots  in 
color 


Kiana 

Green 


back  into  the  communities  they  came 
from.  A cycle  of  gratitude  becomes  fos- 
tered into  a community  that  may  not 
have  known  otherwise.  And  this  is 
where  obligations  begin.  As  African- 
American  students  there  should  lie  fes- 
tered within  hearts  a desire  to  help 
build  better  futures  for  the  youths  in 
our  communities.  There  should  be 
awaiting  at  the  end  of  our  own  long 
road  of  success,  as  the  last  task  on  our 
list  of  educational  and  career-oriented 
endeavors  an  obligation  to  work  to- 
wards the  betterment  of  the  Black  race, 
educating,  supporting  and  nurturing. 

With  the  majority  of  issues  within 
the  Black  race  caused  by  a lack  of 
knowledge,  unattainable  resources,  or 
misdirected  funding,  it  remains  difficult 
for  Black  communities  (or  successors) 
to  restore  the  broken  pieces  to  the 
puzzle.  However  difficult  it  may  be,  it 
isn’t  deemed  impossible.  Moreover, 
lack  of  initiative  and  the  increased  im- 
portance of  “individualism"  among 
African-Americans  have  taken  effect 
on  their  progression  as  a whole  entity. 


For  every  positive  step  forward  there 
always  appears  to  be  two  negative 
steps  taken  backwards. 

Despite  the  negative  appearances 
in  these  communities,  a powerful  aura 
of  creativity,  innovation,  leadership, 
awareness,  intelligence,  determination, 
strength,  optimism,  activism,  support, 
inspiration,  faith,  love  and  so  much 
more  envelops  each  and  every  Black 
community.  And  that  aura  sustains  it- 
self because  of  our  African-American 
teachers,  politicians,  business  admin- 
istrators, doctors,  nurses,  lawyers, 
counselors,  ministers,  co-workers, 
mentors,  role  models,  friends,  families 
and  on  an  important  level  of  their  own, 
students.  The  Black  students  are  what 
keep  the  Civil  Rights  Movement  remem- 
bered, the  Affirmative  Action  Policy 
enforced,  the  Brown  v.  the  Board  of 
Education  case  land  marked,  the  Black 
Arts/Black  Power  Movement  revital- 
ized, our  mothers,  daughters,  sisters, 
aunts,  grandmothers  and  girlfriends 
respected,  the  Black  voice  heard,  and 
other  diversified  opportunities  such  as 
the  Higher  Education  Act  exactly  that . 
. . diverse. 

While  continuing  that  journey  to- 
wards success  and  self-fulfillment  and 
inward  appreciation,  remember  your 
communities  and  how  you  might  em- 
bed your  presence  within  them.  Dis- 
card that  fear  of  positively  and  con- 
structively impacting  someone  clse's 
life  just  the  same  as  someone  might 
have  become  an  inspiration  in  yours. 
Take  an  educated  stance  against  many 
of  the  issues  plaguing  your  commu- 
nity. And  while  the  seasons  are  chang- 
ing and  bring  a new  sense  of  life  over 
the  world,  let’s  not  forget  about  the 
lives  of  those  who  were  lost  so  that  we 
might  cherish  ours,  As  a Black  commu- 
nity, family  and  individual,  spring  out 
of  the  past  and  let  your  season  change 
for  the  better  future. 


Photo  poll: 


What’s  your  favorite 
summer  activity? 


“I  like  to  go 
walking.” 


“Working 

out.” 


“Gardening 

outside.” 


- Mari 
Anne  Nelson 


- J.R. 
Jackson 


— Mary  Slick 
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So,  what’s 
your  point? 


By  Randal 
Donley 

Who 
says  summers 
have  to  be  all 
about  tans. 


At  Issue: 
summer  fun 


By  Andrew 
llmltcc 

When  the  fi- 
nal Scantron 
bubble  has  been 
filled,  and  the 

swimming,  pressure  of  tnk- 

1 e nro  n a d e _ ing  y0Ur  last 

stands  or  late  night  bonfires?  This  sum-  class  |UIS  alleviated,  it  is  then  that  you 
mcr,  as  a post  first-year  college  student,  wjj|  tnily  realize  that  it  is  summer  break. 
I m looking  forward  to  a season  that  The  world  is  yours  for  the  conquer- 


will  haunt  and  conquer  all  of  my  past 
habitual  summer  experiences. 

Among  the  lengthy  list  of  fun  si 
mer  activities  there  are  the  most  i 


ing,  and  there’s  only  one  wuy  to  do  it 
. . by  getting  ripped! 

The  pure  and  simple  joys  that  re- 
sult from  consuming  alcoholic  bever- 


ebrated:  sun-tanning,  drinking  a lot  (of  UgCS  |invc  bccn  evident  throughout 
nodal),  endless  games  „f  Mareo-Polo  my  \ history.  My  fourth  cousin 


a killer  games  of  Duck-Duck 
Goose  for  the  kids.  However,  activities. 


c removed  is  an  alcoholic,  and  n 
s it  that  alcoholism  may  be  he- 
which  my  friends  and  1 plun  on  esperi-  ury.  So,  since  it  is  a disease,  you 


encing  intensely,  are  seeing  haunlings, 


searching  abandoned  buildings  and  summer  long. 


forgive  me  for  being  drunk  all 


conducting  hair-raising  behaviors  that 
may  not  be  seen  favorable  by  luw  en- 
forcement officials. 

Here  I've  put  together  a list  of  the 
so-called  “spookiest"  spots  in  Illinois. 
A list  of  places  that  help  unzip  records 
of  unwritten  history,  modern  folklore, 
ghosts,  abandoned  places,  roadside 
oddities,  mysteries,  bizarre  beasts  and 


Bachelors  Grove  Cemetery 


So,  in  order  to  shine  some  light 
on  how  to  enjoy  your  summer  the  right 
way,  I compiled  a list  of  places  where 
my  friends  und  I plan  to  consume  a 
few  beers  other  spirits. 

Local  Watering  Holes 

The  bar  scene  is  the  typical  drink- 
ing destination  for  my  friends  and  I. 
From  the  type  of  bur  that  you  can  of- 
ten score  some  type  of  drug  or  dis- 
:,  which  ever  you  may  prefer,  to 


Located  inside  the  Rubio  Woods  the  sort  of 'bar  that  requires  much  it 


Forest  Preserve  and  hidden  behind  ; 
trail  of  a history  off  of  the  Midlothian 
Turnpike,  the  abandoned  Bachelors 
Grove  Cemetery  carries  more  ghost  sto- 
ries and  eerie  legends  (bun  any  other 
spot  in  the  Chicago-land  are.  It’s  said 
that  neither  vandals  nor  time  has  been 
kind  to  the  cemetery,  leaving  it  in  a poor 
state,  but  visitors  and  professionals 
have  reported  phantom  cars  on  the  turn- 
pike, mysterious  upparitions,  unex- 
plained sights  and  sounds  and  even 
balls  of  light. 

Resurrection  Mary 

Drivers  along  Archer  Avenue  have 
reported  sightings  of  a female,  hitch- 
hiking spirit  that  inexplicably  vanishes. 
Another  harrowing  legend  to  this  cent- 


effort  to  land  a girl,  we  tire  always  will- 
ing to  go  anywhere  that  offers  Jaeger 
Bombs  at  a reasonable  price,  accom- 
panied by  stellar  music. 

Place  of  Worship 

Since  going  to  a bar  may  seem 
boring  to  some,  1 offer  an  experience 
unlike  no  other.  Have  you  ever  drunk 
with  God?  Drinking  at  church  on  a brisk 
Sunduy  morning  while  still  Inebriated 
from  the  night  before  offers  you  the 
ability  to  tell  God  how  you  really  feel 
about  things.  While  in  confession,  you 
can  then  blame  everything  on  being 
drunk.  Although  I haven't  personally 
had  the  opportunity  to  experience  this 
yet,  I can  already  envision  drinking  my 
Bloody  Mary,  complete  with  celery 


ctery  is  that  the  spirit,  Mary,  scorches  stick,  while  my  head  throbs  from  the 
and  pulls  apart  the  bars  lo  the  enhance  SUUI1j  „f  church  bells  rinsing  in  the 


of  the  cemetery  leaving  behind  burn 
marks.  However,  just  how  this  feat  was 
accomplished  remains  the  obscurity 
today. 


background.  Amen! 


Mantcno  State  Hospital 

Officially  closed  in  1985,  this  aban- 
doned slate  hospital  is  located  in 
Mantcno,  Illinois  down  a long,  dark  road 
that  leads  into  what  seems  to  be  a sepa- 


Chuck  E.  Cheese 

Dancing  robotic  animals  ure 
funny  enough,  but  when  you  add  u 
few  brews  and  pit  full  of  colored  plas- 
tic balls,  the  entertainment  is  endless. 
When  the  thrills  of  competing  in  a 
rousing  ski  bull  tournament  have 
evaporated,  passing-out  in  the  tubes 
Although  there  wj||  be  |(,c  perfect  compliment  lo  a long 
xplaincd  phenom-  day  of  |aughter 


hasn't  been  any 

enon,  the  run-down  buildings  and  dan- 
gers of  trespassing  make  it  an  even  more 
taboo  experience.  Rooms  are  filled  with 
old.  handmade  childrens’  toys,  wall 
murals,  stripped  beds  and  abandoned 
chairs  to  strike  visitors'  imaginations. 

These  three  places  are  a few  of 
people's  favorites,  although  many  more 
haunted  places,  urban  legends  and  cc- 

See  HAUNTS  and  SPIRITS  page  11 


Local  Parties 

Attending  parties  isn't  done  as 
frequently  as  it  once  was  now  that  I'm 
of  legal  drinking  age.  but  there's  noth- 
ing quite  like  a 22-ycar-old  extending 
the  olive  branch  to  his  friends  while 
mom  and  dad  arc  out  of  town.  Kcggcrs 
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Xg  students  grab  Internships 


Angel  Stephenson 

At  this  time  every  year  JJ C agri- 
culture students  embark  on  their  sec- 
ond full-time  internship.  The  intern- 
ships allow  Ag  students  to  pursue  jobs 
nationwide. 

These  paid  internships  are  offered 
to  students  during  their  fourth  semes- 
ter and  last  lor  nine  weeks.  The  pro- 
cess is  nothing  new  to  the  students  as 
they  participated  in  a 10-week  intern- 
ship during  their  first  semester  in  the 
agriculture  program. 

Jarred  Herrmann,  a JJC  Ag  stu- 
dent, will  be  spending  his  summer  work- 
ing on  his  father's  farm  in  Sugar  Grove. 
Although  he  was  originally  going  to 
lake  his  second  internship  in  Montana, 


a sudden  injury  to  his  father  this  past 
fall  has  forced  him  to  change  his  plans. 
Instead  of  traveling  west,  he  decided 
to  stay  home  and  help  by  raising  com 
and  soy  beans,  feeding  cattle  and  bail- 
ing hay. 

Even  though  a day  for  Herrmann 
starts  at  around  6:45  a.m.  and  doesn't 
end  until  8 p.m„  he  says  he  enjoys  the 
lifestyle  because  "everyday  is  some- 
thing different." 

“[I’ve]  been  around  it  my  whole 
life,"  he  said,  referring  to  agriculture. 

Anna  Douglas  is  another  student 
doing  an  internship  close  to  home. 
Douglas,  unlike  Herrmann,  didn't  ex- 
perience what  life  is  like  growing  up  on 
a farm,  but  the  animal  science  classes 


that  she  took  if)  high  school  led  to  her 
interest  in  agriculture. 

Since  March  15.  she  has  been 
working  at  a dairy  farm  near  Peoione. 
She  said  that  she  chose  to  work  at  that 
particular  farm  because  it  was  the  only 
dairy  farm  available.  Being  on  a dairy- 
farm  was  important  to  Douglas  be- 
cause she  says  she  has  always  been 
"interested  in  dairy  and  milk  produc- 
tion." She  also  added  that  in  regards 
to  the  agriculture  experience  as  a 
whole.  "I  just  like  it  a lot." 

With  a little  over  a month  left  in 
the  internships,  either  of  these  stu- 
dents, or  any  of  the  many  others,  may 
end  up  having  permanent  positions  at 
the  end  of  the  semester. 


JJC  CIOS  Dept,  announces 
winners  of  web  competition 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

Joliet  Junior  College's  Computer 
Information  & Office  Systems  Depart- 
ment has  again  sponsored  their  annual 
web  design  competition.  The  depart- 
ment recently  announced  the  winners 
of  the  contest,  which  is  open  to  stu- 
dents of  JJC  or  high  schools  and  other 
local  colleges  in  the  district. 

In  the  college  division,  William 
Bycrley  III  won  First  Place,  Mark  Epling 
won  Second  Place,  Lisa  Dozier  won 
Third  and  Ashley  Middleton  won  Hon- 
orable Mention;  all  of  whom  are  JJC 
students. 

In  the  high  school  division,  Donna 
Hcnncssy  of  Coal  City  High  School 
won  First  Place,  Eric  Hiller  of  Pcolonc 
High  School  won  Second  Place,  Mike 
Thomson  ofLemont  High  School  won 
Third  Place,  and  Annette  Keca  of  Lin- 
coln-Way  Central  High  School  won 
Honorable  Mention. 

In  the  Group  Division,  Group  Scien 
and  Group  I , both  from  JJC,  won  First 
and  Second  Place,  respectively.  The 
group  from  the  Gnindy  Area  Vocational 
center  won  Third  Place,  and  Honorable 
Mention  went  to  the  group  from 
Minooka  Community  High  School. 

A dinner  to  honor  winners  and 
participants  will  be  held  Thursday,  May 
1 2,  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the  cafeteria,  followed 
by  an  awards  presentation  in  the  fine 
arts  theatre. 

CIOS  Associate  Professor  and  web 
design  competition  coordinator  Sandra 
LaFevers  says  that  no  one  will  go  home 
empty  handed  that  evening. 

"In  addition  to  our  top  four  win- 
ners in  each  category,  we  will  be  giv- 
ing specialty  awards  to  all  the  entrants. 


such  as  Best  Layout,  Best  Flash  Intro," 
LaFevers  said. 

First,  second  and  third  place  win- 
ners will  receive  a plaque  and  cash 
prizes  of  $ 1 50,  $ 1 00  and  $50  each,  re- 
spectively. Fourth  place  winners  will 
receive  a plaque,  and  all  participants 
will  receive  a certificate  of  participation 
in  addition  to  the  specialty  awards. 

According  to  LaFevers,  promo- 
tion on-campus  at  JJC  was  limited  to 
flyers  posted  around  campus,  and  post- 
ers and  announcements  in  the  CIOS 
department,  while  Tech  Prep,  JJC's  de- 
partment helping  high  school  students 
cam  college  credit  from  advanced  high 
school  courses,  helped  contact  high 
school  educators  about  getting  high 
school  students  involved. 

The  contest  began  five  years  ago 
to  help  celebrate  JJC's  centennial.  Since 
then,  the  contest  has  grown  dramati- 
cally. 

"After  the  first  competition,  I went 
to  Ram  IRaghuraman,  CIOS  Department 
Chairl  and  said,  ‘If  we  do  this  again,  I 
can  get  more  people,’"  LaFevers  said. 
“He  said.  ‘Have  at  it.’" 

From  the  handful  that  first  partici- 
pated, the  number  of  entrants  has 
steadily  risen. 

"We  went  from  holding  the  awards 
presentation  in  a classroom  to  a con- 
ference room  with  boxed  lunches  to 
now  holding  a dinner  in  the  cafeteria 
and  presenting  the  awards  in  the  the- 
atre," LaFevers  said. 

Besides  the  prestige  of  winning 
computer  software  and  other  various 
computer  accessories,  LaFevers  says 
that  the  competition  will  look  good  on 


"Students  in  the  CIOS  program 
can  use  these  pages  they  create  as  a 
portfolio  to  show  employers," 
LaFevers  said. 

Judging  of  entrants  consists  of  a 
rubric  with  various  categories — HTML 
coding,  graphics,  accessibility  and 
even  grammar — in  which  the  judges 
give  points  for  each.  Then,  the  judges 
examine  each  entry  site  individually. 
Finally,  the  summation  of  all  the  points 
determines  the  winner. 

LaFevers  said  the  judges  are  also 
professionals:  one  is  the  owner  of 
Anttix,  a Internet-based  web  design 
company;  the  web  developer  of 
Argonne  National  Laboratory  in 
Darien,  111.;  and  the  CEO  and  CFO  of 
Pagedesk,  a New  Lenox-based  internet 
development  company. 

Despite  the  field  of  entrants  dwin- 
dling slightly  from  last  year — from  81 
to  60 — there  still  is  a large  difference 
compared  to  the  small  number  at  the 
beginning. 

LaFevers  attributes  the  drop  to  the 
JJC  web  server  holding  the 
contestant's  pages  went  down  in  Feb- 
ruary, not  too  long  before  the  submis- 
sion deadline  of  March  1 3 at  midnight. 

Still,  LaFevers  does  not  see  an  end 
in  the  near  future  to  this  annual  con- 

"The  contest  has  kids  showing 
useful  skills  off  to  judges  who  also  are 
potential  employees,"  LaFevers  said. 
"Parents  shouldn't  just  think  that  their 
kid’s  playing  a video  game  all  the  time. 
They’re  using  creative  skill,  too. 

“As  long  as  people  arc  inter- 
ested. I'll  keep  doing  it.  I feel  like  if  I 
stopped  doing  it,  the  whole  tiring  would 
stop,  too.” 


Eastern  Illinois  University 


Transfer  to  Eastern... 


1-800-252-571 


Because  transfer  students  are  EIU  too! 

. ' H* . i www.«iu.«du/-tf<irvfcfMr. 
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Extraordinary  service 
award  presented 

Civic  leader  and  commu- 
nity volunteer  Jean  Hansen  of 
Channahon  has  been  named 
the  recipient  of  the  J.D.  Ross 
Extraordinary  Service  Award 
(ESA).  Considered  the  high- 
est awtird  given  by  the  college, 
the  ESA  honors  area  leaders 
who  have  given  outstanding 
service  to  the  District  525 
community.  Hansen  has  as- 
sisted World  War  II  veterans 
in  recognizing  theirhistory,  was 
recognized  for  her  contribution 
to  the  steering  committee  for 
the  United  Way  of  Will 
County’s  Make  a Difference 
Day.  was  honored  as  a men- 
tor for  persons  with  disabilities, 
and  has  advocated  for  and 
spoken  at  many  schools. 

JJC  faculty  give 
presentations 

Anissa  Jones,  director  of 
student  activities,  and  Pattie 
Fine,  dean  of  student  develop- 
ment, were  featured  present- 
ers at  the  April  meeting  of  the 
Association  of  Campus 
Activites  Administrators  in  Chi- 
cago. Jones  and  Fine  pre- 
sented “Strategies  for  Enhanc- 
ing Credibility  as  Student  Ac- 
tivities Professionals." 

William  Yarrow,  Adam 
Heidenreich,  and  Roxanne 
Munch,  all  of  the  English/For- 
eign Language  department, 
gave  presentations  at  the  an- 
nual English  Articulation  Con- 
ference, held  in  April  in 
Monticello.  Yarrow  and 
Heidenreich  presented  “En- 
glish 101 ; Battle  of  the  Books 
Redux,”  and  Munch  presented 
“Teaching  Khadra  in  Joliet: 
Bringing  Literature  of/about  Af- 
ghanistan to  our  Homebod- 
ies." 

Fine  arts  department 
presentations 

The  JJC  Jazz  Band  will 
present  its  annual  Spring  Jazz 
Concert  on  Friday,  May  6,  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  The- 
ater. The  concert  will  feature 
the  college’s  Jazz  Band  and 
student  Jazz  Combo  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Charles  Mor- 
gan. Ticket  prices  are  $5  for 
adults,  $4  for  senior  citizens, 
non-JJC  students.  JJC  faculty 
and  staff;  and  $2  for  JJC  stu- 
dents. Tickets  are  available  at 
the  door. 


The  JJC  Singers  and  JJC 
Chorale  will  present  "Tunes 
and  Tastes"  Saturday.  May 
7 at  7:30  p.m.  at  the  Fine 
Arts  Theater.  The  JJC 
Chamber  Singers  and  the 
JJC  Chorale,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Philip  Spencer,  will 
present  a concert.  Following 
the  concert,  the  JJC  Jazz 
Combo,  directed  by  Chuck 
Morgan,  will  provide  musi- 
cal entertainment.  An  admis- 
sion of  $ 1 0 includes  the  con- 
cert and  a selection  of  sev- 
eral delicious  desserts  pre- 
pared by  the  college’s  Culi- 
nary Ails  Department.  Pro- 
ceeds will  benefit  music 
scholarships. 

The  JJC  Percussion  En- 
semble will  present  its  Spring 
Concert  on  Tuesday,  May 
10,  at  7:30  p.m.  The  en- 
semble is  under  the  direction 
of  Terry  Peeples.  The  con- 
cert will  feature  several  local 
musicians,  and  selections  will 
include  orchestral  arrange- 
ments with  African  drumming, 
rudimental  quartet,  rock-n- 
roll  blues,  and  plenty  of  jazz. 
The  Manhattan  Junior  High 
School  Percussion  En- 
semble, directed  by  Mr.  Kent 
Norris,  will  be  the  guest  per- 
former. Admission  is  free. 
For  further  information, 
please  contact  the  Fine  Arts 
Office  at  (815)  280-2223. 

Attention:  Adults 
with  life  and  work 
experience! 

You  may  be  eligible  for 
college  credit  for  your  expe- 
riential (prior)  learning! 

There  will  be  an  informa- 
tion meeting  about  all  prior 
learning  options  including: 

* Portfolio  Assess- 
ment 

* CLEP  exams 

* Proftency  tests 

* Credit  for  Military 
Service  and  Training 

* Direct  Evaluation  of 
Credentials 

When:  Tuesday  May  10 
6: 30  p.m.  to  7:45  p.m.  at  the 
Main  Campus  room  T 1000 

OMSA 

OMSA  is  accepting  appli- 
cations for  the  Peer  Mentor 
and  Leadership  Program. 
Please  see  Yolanda  Isaacs  or 
Mary'  Williams  in  D 10008 
for  more  about  the  program 
and  Peer  Mentor  criteria. 
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WE’RE  HERE 
FOR  YOU! 

The  Only  Bookstore  Owned  & Operated  b\  Joliet  Junior  College 

1 


i Member  ol  the  National  Association  ol  College  Stores 


Lets  Get 
Together  During 

Took 

Rt  lYRAf.K 

Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 

End  of  Semester  Buy  back 

Main  Campus  Bookstore 
Thursday,  May  5th  8:00  am  to  6:45  pm 
Friday,  May  6th  8:00  am  to  3:00  pm 
Saturday,  May  7th  9:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
Monday  - Thursday  May  9th  - 12th  8:00  am  to  6:45  pm 
Friday,  May  13th  8:00  am  to  2:00  pm 

D/Mall  Concourse  - Monday  - Thursday  May  9th -12th  9:00  am  to  4:00  pm 

North  Campus  - Wednesday,  May  11th  6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 
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AISLE 


JC  Imprihted 


''  f I 

i T/Shirts,  Polo£ 


AllT)n  Sale! 

Safe  Dates  Wednesday,  May  4th  thru  Wednesday,  May 
Limited  to  Stock  On  Hand  - Prior  Sales  Excluded 
Sorry,  No  hold  Orders 


The  JJC  Bookstore  fs 
1st  Ever  Spring  Cleaning  Sale 
Cbming  Monday,  June  6th! 


The  JJC  Bookstore  Thanks  Everyone 
For  A Great  Spring  Semester 


Summer  l & II  Hooks 
Now  A vailable! 

Summer  III  Books 
Available  June  6th! 

Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 
J/Building  -Across  from 
The  Service  Center  & Registration 

The  Only  Bookstore 

Owned  and  Operated  By  Joliet  Junior  Collette! 
Regular  Hours 

Monday  through  Thursday  7:30am  to  7:00pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 
Please  Visit  Our  Website  At 
www.jjcbookstore.com 
For OurSumme rand  Extended  Hours! 

Phone:  815-280-6767 
Email:  bookstore@jjc.edu 
Website:  www.jjc bookstore >com 
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DAYCARE 

from  page  1 

drcn  came  from  the  center  to  sell 
cookies,  and  the  previous  group 
returned  to  the  center,  said  ECC 
Assistant  Coordinator  Donna 
Nowdomski.  The  cookies  and 
treats,  furnished  by  the  children’s 
parents,  were  sold  at  25  cents  per 
package. 

To  advertise  the  cookie  sale, 
the  center's  children  decorated 
and  rode  their  bicycles  through 
the  C building  concourse  on  April 
5,  handing  out  flyers  to  passers- 
by. 

A silent  auction  of  art  created 
by  the  center's  children  was  also 
held  during  the  Week  of  the  Young 
Child.  JJC  faculty  and  staff  placed 
bids  on  the  artwork. 

The  money  raised  from  the 
cookie  sale  and  the  silent  art  auc- 
tion totaled  $250  and  will  be  used 
to  help  fund  the  center's  Family 
Picnic  and  to  provide  special  in- 
terest materials  for  the  center's 
summer  program. 

The  entire  campus  is  invited 
to  place  bids  on  similar  pieces  of 
art  at  the  First  Annual  ECC 
Children's  Art  Auction,  which  will 
be  held  May  6 from  10:30  to  1 1 .30 
a. m.  behind  the  Early  Childhood 
Center. 

The  JJC  North  Campus  also 
received  30  pieces  of  framed  art- 
work by  the  center’s  children  for 
its  Open  House,  which  was  held 
April  28.  The  art  will  continue  to 
be  on  display  at  the  North  Cam- 
pus. 

The  center  also  held  a literacy 
program  during  the  Week  of  the 
Young  Child.  A scholastic  book  fair 
allowed  parents  to  order  educa- 
tional books  for  their  children. 
Guest  readers  - parents,  staff,  and 
JJC  students  - came  to  the  center 
to  read  stories  to  the  children. 

“We  had  a different  guest 
reader  about  every  half  hour." 
Nowdomski  said.  "We  had  a lot  of 
fun.  The  children  really  enjoyed 
the  guest  readers  because  some 
of  them  brought  their  own  stories, 
and  some  of  them  picked  a favor- 
ite front  our  shelves  to  have  read." 

On  April  7,  the  center  held  this 
semester’s  third  and  final  Family 
Fun  Night.  The  evening’s  theme 
was  "Gardening  with  Children." 
Caryn  Genens  of  the  JJC  Horticul- 
ture Department  presented  a pro- 
gram to  the  attending  families 
about  children’s  gardens  and  the 
importance  of  planting  with  chil- 
dren. Genens  and  the  families  also 
planted  marigolds  during  the 
event,  and  Genens  brought  vari- 
ous plants  and  flowers  to  be 
placed  throughout  the  center.  The 
children  were  encouraged  to  view, 
touch  and  smell  these  plants  and 
flowers. 

The  5 1 children,  family  mem- 
bers and  staff  members  attending 
Family  Fun  Night  also  played 
games,  created  flower  stampings 
and  made  and  decorated  concrete 
stepping-stones  for  their  gardens. 
Edible  “dirt  cups"  were  served  as 
snacks. 

In  addition  to  these  events, 
anyone  entering  the  center  during 
the  Week  of  the  Young  Child  re- 
ceived a ribbon  and  information 
about  child  abuse  prevention, 
"and  everyone  got  a pat  on  the 
back  as  part  of  JJC's  Core  Values 
program,”  said  ECC  Coordinator 
Beverly  Cavanaugh. 


School  not  wasted  on  the  young 


By  Randal  Donley 

With  roughly  1 2,000  students  here 
at  JJC,  one  of  the  greatest  aspects  here 
on  campus  is  the  variety  of  different 
age  groups  that  encompass  the  stu- 
dent body. 

Fred  Ponce,  75,  is  a retired 
Joliet  resident  and  enrolled  with  JJC  last 
semester  in  hopes  to  graduate  with  a 
focus  on  computer  technology. 

“I've  been  very  successful  in 
my  life,"  says  Ponce.  “An  old  guy  like 
me.  who's  retired,  doesn’t  have  loo 
much  to  work  from.  I find  the  people 
here  arc  very  nice  and  helpful  here  at 
JJC." 

Ponce  saw  that  there  was  a 
priority  to  look  into  the  availability  of 
public  transportation  in  the  Joliet  area, 
something  many  students  aren't  af- 
fected by.  Bus  fair  for  senior  citizens  is 
half  the  price  of  regular  fair  and  the  city 
bus  travels  to  the  college  hourly.  How- 
ever, like  many  freshman  students, 
Ponce  found  himself  lost  between  the 


concourses. 

“I  remember  when  I started 
coming  here  like  everybody  else  I 
couldn’t  find  the  D-building,"  says 
Ponce.  “I  got  lost  and  someone  was 
nice  enough  to  let  me  know  which  way 
I was  supposed  to  go.” 

Ponce  is  currently  enrolled  in 
two  courses,  one  English  and  one  com- 
puter course,  and  has  discovered  that 
the  classes  are  a bit  challenging. 

“It  hasn’t  been  easy.  I’ve 
spent  so  many  years  out  of  school.  It’s 
been  50  years,"  says  Ponce.  “Now  I've 
come  back  and  I feel  out  of  shape." 

Ponce,  who  was  born  in 
Mexico,  moved  to  Joliet  when  he  was 
19-years-old  and  is  the  father  of  five 
Joliet-resident  children  and  another 
child  who  lives  in  Phoenix. 

‘They  have  been  very  sup- 
portive and  are  OK  with  it.”  explains 
Ponce.  "I  think  old  people,  if  they  have 
the  time,  should  come  to  JJC.  It’s  very 
helpful." 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 

Fred  Ponce  sits  outside  Cyber  Cafe  in  the  Main  concourse. 


Spaces  Available 
@ Centennial  Commons 
Student  Housing 

2 bedroom  = $495  per  month 

. 6 1 0 Square  Feet 

• Furnished 
. Price  per  person 


Efficiency  = $595  per  month 

. 495  Square  Feet 

• Unfurnished 

• Price  based  on  one  person  occupancy, 
additional  occupant  = $100  extra  per  month 


4 bedroom  = $395  per  month 

. 873  Square  Feet 
. Furnished 
. Price  per  person 


CtnCtnntal  Common 

Student  Houiinj 
1 514  Ctnttnniol  Dr 
lolitt,  II  0043 1 

Phone  (SIS)  730-1010 
Fix:  (SIS)  730-0110 
WthilCt:  www.nt.tdu  itudtnti  houiinj 
t-Mnl:  houiinj  oiit.tdu 


TWrs  iraiaMt  ftriw  twice  inn: 

Mta-Fri  ~ 9:OOa»-5:OOpw 
SatarCar  ~ I0:09a*-l:00p« 
SMday  ~ 4:00p«-7  tOOpn 
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Who  is  Pope  Benedict  XVI? 


By  Ian  Wright 

The  grief  and  mourning  of  John 
Paul  II  by  the  Catholic  faithful  have 
turned  to  praise  and  joyful  exclama- 
tions for  Pope  Benedict  XVI.  Tears 
became  cheers  when  the  new  leader 
of  the  Catholic  flock  emerged  on  the 
sun-soaked  balcony  of  St.  Peter’s 
Basilica,  bejeweled  in  regal  robes  of 
red,  white  and  gold. 

On  April  19  in  Vatican  City,  Car- 
dinal Joseph  Alois  Ratzinger,  78,  was 
elected  the  265lh  pope  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  a church  that  claims 
over  one  billion  souls.  The  new  pope 
held  his  inauguration  mass  in  the  city 
on  April  24. 

Pope  Benedict  XVI 
took  his  name  in  honor 
of  Pope  Benedict  XV, 
who  led  the  Papacy 
during  the  blood- 
soaked  years  of  WWI. 

Benedict  XVI  was 
also  the  former  pontiff’s 
closest  confidant,  shar- 
ing many  of  his  conser- 
vative views.  In  1981, 

John  Paul  II  appointed 
the  loyal  Cardinal  to  the 
position  of  Prefect  of 
the  Congregation  of 
the  Doctrine  of  Faith,  a Catholic  in- 
stitution that  upholds  the  traditional 
and  moral  teachings  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

Many  Catholics  are  optimistic 
about  the  new  pope,  even  though  he 
has  reigned  for  only  two  weeks. 

"I  expect  that  he  will  be  of  great 
service  to  the  faithful,”  says  Ella 
Espiritu,  a JJC  student  and  strong 
Catholic.  "He  will  try  to  relate  to  the 
youth.” 

There  are  also  questions  raised 
by  the  new  pope’s  fervent  ideology. 

“I’ve  heard  that  he’s  very  con- 


servative," says  Camille  Guzman,  a JJC 
student  and  devout  Catholic.  “He’s  just 
starting,  though.  It’s  too  soon  to  tell 
what  he'll  do  yet.” 

Benedict  XVI  was  elected  via  the 
Papal  conclave  after  the  first  two  days 
of  voting. 

“It  was  really  quick,"  says  Kevin 
Cruz,  a JJC  student  who  was  raised 
Catholic.  "I  thought  it  would  take  a lot 
longer  than  it  did." 

Cruz  is  optimistic  about  Pope 
Benedict  XVI,  and  believes  he  should 
uphold  the  ideas  and  traditions  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  “A  lot  people 
are  saying  that  he  is  very  intellectual." 


Many  people,  however,  are  criti- 
cal of  the  new  pontiff,  believing  that 
he  cannot  lead  the  Catholic  Church  into 
the  21“  century. 

“I  don’t  think  that  Benedict  XVI 
has  the  knowledge  and  resources  to 
move  the  Papacy  any  further  than  it  is 
right  now,  says  Joliet  native  Katie  Sum- 
mers. "The  Papacy  is  in  a rut  right  now; 
they’re  not  going  anywhere." 

Summers  was  raised  Catholic,  but 
withdrew  her  involvement  over  dis- 
agreements on  social  and  political  is- 
sues. 

“He  doesn’t  have  the  charisma 


Many  Catholics 
are  optimistic 
about  the  new  pope, 
even  though  he 
has  reigned  for  only 
two  weeks. 


Photo  courtosy  of  MSNBC.com 


Cardinal  Joseph  Ratzinger  of  Germany,  greets  the  crowd  after  his  election  as  the  new  pope  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  choosing  the  name  Pope  Benedict  XVI. 


and  personality  that  Karol  (John  Paul 
III  did,"  says  Summers.  "And  1 say 
Karol  because  that  is  his  true  nume." 

Summers  says  that  Benedict  XVI 
is  an  ardent  conservative  and  “does 
not  have  the  openness  that  John  Paul 
II  did."  Summers  also  believes  that 
Benedict  XVI  will  not  have  the  "cult 
following  of  the  youth"  during  his  Pa- 
pal reign. 


After  the  election,  news  ubout  the 
new  pope’s  Nazi  past  sparked  biller 
controversy.  At  14.  Benedict  XVI  joined 
the  Hitler  Youth.  However,  lie  claims 
that  he  was  forced  into  enlistment. 

"It  took  guts  to  even  admit  that  he 
was  part  of  the  Hiller  Youth,"  suys  Sum- 

Many  have  also  been  concerned 
with  the  pontiff’s  old  age. 


"He’s  a transitional  pope,"  suys 
Summers.  "He  won't  last  5 to  ten 
years." 

It  is  unclear  what  direction 
Benedict  XVI  will  take  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  However,  his  sup- 
porters und  critics  both  ugree  that  his 
opposition  to  female  priests,  abortion, 
contraceptives  and  gay  marriage  will 
remain  the  same. 


Aurora  University 


• Choose  from  40 

undergraduate  programs. 


• Eam  or  complete  your 
bachelor's  degree. 

• Jump-start  your  career  with 
day  or  evening  classes. 

• Apply  online  lapplication  fee 
warvedl  at  www.aurora.edu. 


• Leam  about  our 

competitive  scholarships. 


Call  800-742-5281 
or  630-844-5533 
for  more  information 


r 

I Aurora 
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I Finish  Your  Bachelors  Degree 
at  IADT! 


Your  career 


starts  here! 


This  Could  Be  Youl 

In  As  Little  As 
18  Months! 


[ International  Academy  of 
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Studying  hard 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 


Wendy  Bendotti  (left)  and 
Imani  Crudup  share  a laugh 
as  they  study  for  their 
Human  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  final  that 
evening. 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 


Josh  DeLucio  prepares  for  his 
future  Economics  exam  in  the 
T-building 


Allison  Thurow  studying  for  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 


Photo  by  Randal  Donley 


$ 


$ 
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Wanna  save  TIME  4 MONEY?! 

Finally  a website  that  bring*  you  bothl 
Find  LOCAL  (Joliet,  Channahon)  low  Price*  on 
Food,  Drink,  CtH  Phams,  Sptclalfy  I ft  ms,  i much  more  ot  the  touch  of  a 
buttonl 
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Around  campus 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


English  teacher  Kristen  La  Tour  reads  a piece  at  the  Poetry  Slam  April 
28. 


-V 

Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


Photo  by  Colleen  Harvey 


A student  uses  the  remote 
control  racecar  setup  in  the 
cafeteria,  which  was  organized 
by  Fed  Ex. 


Dan  Herbst  prepares  pretzels  for 
students  April  28  on  the  OSA 
bridge. 


One  night  a week 

could  change  your  life. 

Trinity  Christian  College-Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 


Ill  J5. 1 tUe  t»«  l,  you  CJH  conn  rle  yuui  bachelor's  Uef.iet  aiiil'vi  earn  youi  IfJChloy 
c rmicabon.  Tr  nily  ; Aitmi  SUs <s  procmm  <-■  mil  meats  only  nicM  a wtt>. 

t«  Kiro  ivu  nahhubi  benetiCi  «lt»  inxi-iin.il  Imeii.  ..on  te  H e. 


Call  u\  today  at  708  239  4768  lot  more  information  and  to  leceive  a no  obligation  tianscnpi  evaluation 

■ Trinity  CHRIS  HAN  COI UC £ 


SONIN  1 


M r 0 « LIFE 


Now  Accepting 
Fall  2005  Transfers . 

• $4,000-J7,500  merit 
scholarships  available. 

• Only  1 2 credits  needed 

to  transfer? 

• 99%  of  grads  get  jobs  or 
go  to  grad  school  within 

six  months! 


84  W«t  Main  Street 
■i  noli  62522 
(800)  173-7733 
wwwjnMUnjwtu 


ahon?  7C8.739.4768  T a 708739.3983 


ww»cnny.»da'adultituai«s 


No  app  fee! 

Apply  at  www.millikin.edu/apply 
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Band  opens  listener’s  imagination 


Photo  courtesy  of  purevcfume.com. 

The  Glass  Music  Box  was  chosen 
from  hundreds  of  new  bands  to  be  in 
the  New  Band  Showcase  semi-final 
round.  Music  fans  can  vote  online  for 
their  favorite  bands  in  the  showcase. 

Of  the  24  bands  in  competition,  the  top 
16  bands  will  secure  stage  time  at  Cor- 
nerstone. 

The  Glass  Music  Box  is  also 
scheduled  to  perform  at  a battle  of  the 
bands  at  Congress  Theater  in  Chicago 


Think  Fast  - 
Think  FedEx 


FedExe  Grourvl.  Thinking  about  seme  last  cash  end  hel o w-rh  cal iejteV  Join  the 
test-fecee  FedF»  > Ground  teem  as  a pan-time  Package  Hardle'  You’ll  wxk  up 
a swee*  Ar*j  in  return,  get  a weekly  paycheck,  tuition  assistance  and  more 


P/T  PACKAGE  HANDLERS 


QUALIFICATIONS: 

• levees  or  older  • Must  be  eble  to  lift  50  lbs 

• Ability  to  load,  unload,  son  packages  • Pan -time,  5-day  week 

Apply  in  person  MON-WEDS,  8am-3pm; 

FedEx  Ground 
7633  S.  Sayre  Ave. 

Bedford  Park.  IL  60638 
708-594-1855 

IDirectly  behind  the  shopping  center  on  79th  and  Hadem) 

fedex.com/us/careers 

Women  and  mnor  ibes  are  encoura^d  tn  join  tte  tBam. 


on  May  14. 

The  band’s  CD  is  available  at 
its  performances  and  at  Crow’s  Nest 
in  Joliet.  To  read  the  band’s  biogra- 
phy, listen  to  sample  songs  or  vote 
for  The  Glass  Music  Box  in  Corner- 
stone Festival’s  New  Band  Show- 
case, log  on  to 
www.cornerstonefestival.com  or 

theglassmusicbox. 


ifi 


FecCss 

Ground 

EOfc'AA 


Whether  you're  buying  or  selling  books,  see  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 


By  Meta  Machulis 

"When  The  Glass  Music  Box  is 
opened,  so  is  the  imagination."  That’s 
the  idea  behind  local  piano  rock  band 
The  Glass  Music  Box,  according  to  the 
band's  purevolume.com  biography. 

The  Glass  Music  Box  is  composed 
of  lead  vocalist  and  guitarist  Josh 
Wagner,  18,  of  Joliet;  guitarist  Joel 
Senders,  20,  of  Plainfield;  pianist  Nick 
Siegel,  20,  of  Joliet;  bassist  Salem 
Settlcmeyer,  16,  ofPlainfield;  and  drum- 
mer Nathan  Dean,  20,  also  of  Plainfield. 
Wagner  and  Dean  are  JJC  students. 

The  band’s  blend  of  poetic  lyrics, 
piano  melodies  and  rhythmic  rock 
sounds  makes  it  unique  among  most 
modem  bands.  The  Glass  Music  Box's 
members  believe  their  visual  perfor- 
mance and  enthusiastic  showmanship 
add  to  the  band's  distinctive  quality. 

“Our  mission  is  to  be  an  artistic 
band  that’s  something  different  from 
the  norm,”  said  Wagner.  Allhough  the 
band's  lyrics  aren't  exclusively  Chris- 
tian, Wagner  said  the  band  tries  to  glo- 
rify God  in  a way  that,  to  their  knowl- 
edge, has  not  been  done  before. 

"We  love  Jesus  a lot!"  Siegel  said. 

The  Glass  Music  Box  compares  its 
sound  to  that  of  bands  such  as 
Coldplay,  Further  Seems  Forever  and 
Death  Cab  for  Cutie. 

The  band  tells  a story  through 
consecutive  songs,  with  each  song 
telling  part  of  the  tale. 

"Each  song  is  like  a different 
scene."  Siegel  said.  "It’s  very  artistic, 
We  want  to  make  it  like  blending  art 
with  music." 

The  name.  The  Gluss  Music  Box, 
signifies  the  musical  experience  the 
band  portrays.  The  concept  of  a glass 
music  box  represents  the  band’s  style, 
lyrics  and  sound. 

"There  could  be  different  things 
inside  the  box  each  time,"  Siegel  ex- 
plained. 


The  group  Glass  Music  Box. 

“It’s  like  a magician’s  hat,”  Send- 
ers added. 

The  band  was  recently  chosen  to 
be  in  the  semi-final  round  of  Corner- 
stone Festival’s  New  Band  Showcase. 


Cornerstone  is  a yearly  Christian  mu- 
sic festival  held  in  Bushnell,  111.  The 
four-day  festival  features  over  100 
bands  and  artists  including  Switchfoot, 
Relient  K and  Thousand  Foot  Crutch. 


You're  acting  giddy.  There's  butterflies  in  your  stomach. 

A warm,  tingling  sensation  is  floating  through  your  body. 
Is  it  love,  or  is  it  because  you  just  discovered  how  much 
cash  Joliet  Textbooks  will  give  you  for  your  used  books? 


Getting  more  for  your  used  books  at  Joliet  Textbooks  is  a feeling  everyone  loves. 

^ That's  why  we  buy  books  back  every  business  day.  ^ _ 
V All  colleges  All  universities  W0 

**  So  don’t  even  think  of  selling  your  books  anywhere  else  ^ 
until  you  check  out  what  they're  worth  at  Joliet  Textbooks  first. 

Then. . get  ready  to  feel  the  love. 


^TEXTBOOKS  815.773.1800 

1 106  Houbolt  Road*  Joliet  • Across  the  street  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 
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The  Blazer  needs  YOU! 

Do  you  like  to  talk  to  people  and  then  tell 
other  people  about  it?  Do  you  ever  read  the 
newspaper  and  say,  “I  could  do  better  than 
that,”? 

Then  what  are  you  waiting  for?  The  Blazer 
wants  to  hear  from  you. 

Paid  positions  for  the  fall: 

• Production  Manager  # Photo  Editor 

• Advertising  Manager  # Copy  Editors 

• Sports  Editor 

If  you  are  interested  in  any  of  these  positions  or  in  writing  for 
the  paper,  contact  Adviser  Bob  Marcink  at  280-2607  or 
rmarcink  @ jjc.edu. 

POSITIONS  NOW  BEING  FILLED! 


BRITISH 

from  page  1 


medieval  heritage  and  history,  an  area 
of  study  dear  to  Atterberry.  The  Can- 
terbury cathedral  is  the  gem  of  the 
entire  city. 

"Canterbury  is  such  an  interest- 
ing crossroads  between  French  and 
Anglo-Saxon  culture,"  she  says.  “I'm 
so  looking  forward  to  pouring  over 
that  cathedral." 

The  university  also  excels  in  mu- 
sic and  provides  a wonderful  music 
program,  Atterberry  says.  She  ex- 
presses interest  in  attending  concerts 
and  orchestra  performances  in  the  ca- 
thedral. 

With  lectures  and  class  discus- 


sions high  on  the  academic  agenda, 
Atterberry  will  also  accompany  both 
British  students  and  American  ex- 
change students  on  various  field  trips 
to  museums  and  other  cultural  venues. 

London,  Bath  and  Stonehenge  are 
among  the  places  she  will  visit. 

“London  is  such  a rich  center  for 
contemporary  art,"  says  Atterberry. 
"Bath  is  very  intriguing;  one  cannot 
help  but  respond  on  some  emotional 
level." 

Other  locations  she  may  travel  to 
include  Stratford-on-Avon,  Oxford  or 
Cambridge. 


HAUNTS  and  SPIRITS 

from  page  3 

rie  spots  exist  in  Illinois,  all  can  be 
searched  for  via  the  world  wide  web. 
With  that  said,  I look  forward  to  a sea- 
son of  fear  and  fun  and  discovering 
strange  places  and  stories  that  have 
managed  to  elude  me  thus  far. 


are  still  a popular  way  of  making 
money  and  promoting  friendships, 
and  the  ability  to  meet  a member  of 
the  opposite  sex  often  times  in- 
creases immensely  when  drinking 
within  the  confines  of  a home  that 
resembles  that  of  Animal  House. 


While  the  list  of  potential  destina- 
tions could  continue,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested to  me  that  I refrain  from  pro- 
moting my  future  plans  in  order  to  keep 
them  hidden  from  unwanted  visitors. 
Although  many  JJC  students  may  not 
currently  be  at  least  21 -years-old,  it’s 
no  secret  that  many  students  will  be 
drinking  this  summer.  The  important 
things  to  remember  are:  don’t  drink  and 
drive,  never  give  your  real  name  to  a 
stranger  and  always  eat  Steak  n'  Shake 
to  help  coat  your  stomach. 


lo  learn  more  about  Part-lime  Package  Handler  Opportunities  and  the  UPS  Earn  and 
Learn'  Program  at  Joliet  Junior  College,  please  contact  the  UPS  Campus  Recruiter, 
Essence  Brass  at  708.387.3471  or  visit:  www.upsJobs.com/chlcago 
(Access  Code:  3306) 


Maximize  Your  Education.  Minimize  Your  Cost. 

Since  1999,  UPS  has  paid  out  more  than  S47  million  in  college  education  assistance.  Including 
tuition  and  other  qualifying  expenses,  helping  more  than  30,000  UPS  student  employees  attend 
college  and  achieve  their  goals  of  a higher  education.  Isn't  it  time  you  took  a closer  look  at  how 
UPS  can  help  you  pay  for  college? 


Get  as  much  as  $23,000*  in 
College  Financial  Assistance! 
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Crabigales  restaurant  offers 
food,  drinks  and  lots  of  laughs 


On  Friday  and 
Saturdays,  stand-up 
comics  grace 
Crabigales  with 
their  humor  and  wit. 


Brandon  Daun 

Several 

downtown  Joliet's 
historical  build- 
ings have  fallen 
victim  to 
many  being  demol- 
ished to  make 
room  for  modern 
facilities.  Such 
was  the  fate  for 
the  establishment 
at  One  East  Cass 
St.,  until 
Brian  Graf  bought 
the  building  and 
turned  it  into  Crabigales,  a restaurant 
and  bar  that  offers  several  forms  of  en- 
tertainment. 

In  August  of  2004,  Graf  opened 
Crabigales  to  the  public.  He  was  fortu- 
nate to  open  (he  location  only  minutes 
from  Harrah’s  Ctisino  and  the  Rialto 
Square  Theatre.  Crabigales  is  open 
Tuesday  through  Saturday,  offering 


good  food  and  great  entertainment  to 
the  public. 

Their  main  attraction  is  typically 
the  live  comedy.  On  Friday  and  Satur- 
days, many  famous  stand-up  comics 
grace  Crabigales  with  their  humor  and 
wit.  With  only  a $ 1 0 cover  charge,  they 
offer  an  excellent  value  to  the  public. 
When  the  comedy  club  is  not  filled  with 


the  sound  of  laughter,  the 
public  is  given  an  opportu- 
nity to  grace  the  dance  floor 
with  popular  music  provided 
by  a live  DJ. 

Crabigales  offers  much 
more  than  just  comedy  and 
music.  Tuesday  night  fea- 
tures a Texas  Hold’em  club, 
while  Wednesday  night  is 
Karaoke  Night.  For  those  who 
attend  the  club  on  Thursday, 
they  are  granted  an  opportu- 
nity to  experience  everything 
the  club  has  to  offer  with  no 
cover  charge. 

The  restaurant  offers  a variety  of 
food  and  drink  at  reasonable  prices,  and 
the  service  is  simply  excellent. 
Crabigales  is  still  developing,  as  it  may 
take  some  time  for  its  popularity  to 
grow.  However,  for  those  looking  for 
good  times  and  great  values,  Crabigales 
is  sure  to  please. 


Upcoming  Comics 

n Jimmy  McHugh,  May  S at  8:30  p.m. 

CJohn  DaCosse,  May  5 at  9:30  p.m. 
and  May  6 at  7:30  p.m. 

DScot  Wickmann,  May  13  at  9:30 
p.m.  and  May  14  at  7:30  p.m. 

nDan  Grueter,  May  20  at  9:30  p.m. 
and  May  21  at  7:30  p.m. 


(RIGHT)  Outside  structure 
of  Crabigales  restaurant. 
Located  at  1 E.  Cass  Street 
in  Joliet,  IL. 


Photo  courtesy  of  crablgales.com 
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Star  Wars:  Celebration  III-  Revenge  of  the  Geeks 


‘Episode  IIP  takes  center  stage 
at  official  convention  in  Indy 


Photo  courtesy  of  starwars.com 


Star  Wars  creator  George  Lucas  answers  questions  at  Celebration  III  in 
Indianapolis,  his  first  fan  convention  appearance  since  1987. 


By  Matt  Sheehan 

What  George  Lucas  calls  his  "30- 
year  detour"  is  a three-decade  jour- 
ney that  launched  with  "A  long  lime 
ago  in  a galaxy  far,  faraway. . ."  in  1977 
will  conclude  in  a few  weeks  with  the 
release  of  Star  IVo/w;  Episode  III 
Revenge  of  the  Sitlt,  the  final  chapter 
in  the  Star  Wars  saga,  bridging  the 
gap  between  episodes  one  and  two, 
about  Anakin  Skywalker's  fall  front 
grace  into  evil  as  his  transformation 
into  Darth  Vader.  with  episodes  four, 
live  and  six.  which  chronicled  the 
heroic  adventures  of  Luke  Skywalker. 
Princess  Leia  and  Han  Solo  against 
die  evil  Galactic  Empire. 

On  May  19  at  midnight,  at 
theaters  across  the  world.  Jedi,  rebel 
scum  and  Sith  lords  will  be  able  to 
finally  see  the  last  Star  Wars  movie, 
but  from  April  21-24,  these  parents’ 
basement-dwelling  nerds  gathered 
for  the  only  Lucasfilm-sponsored  fan 
convention.  Star  Wars  Celebration  III 
in  Indianapolis.  Naturally  and  instinc- 
tively, I,  the  resident  Jedi  of  the  Blazer, 
joined  them. 

The  four-day  event  was 
held  at  the  Indiana  Convention  Cen- 
ter in  downtown  Indianapolis,  with 
everything  from  Imperial 
Stormtroopers  standing  guard  to  a 
parade  of  Jedi  and  Emperors  in  the 
streets. 

I was  not  that  lucky  to  at- 


tend that,  nor  opening  ceremonies  on 
Thursday,  but  the  one  day  that  I was 
able  to  attend  was  Friday  (since  I didn’t 
want  to  make  the  drive  by  myself,  my 
dear  friend  Candace  was  happy  to  at- 
tend, but  not  Saturday  as  I had  hoped 
and  planned.  More  on  that  later...). 

After  Candace  went  off  to 
register  and  get  her  admission  badge — 
a collectible  I might  add — I was 
whisked  off  to  the  press  room  where  I 
was  informed  that,  despite  them  turn- 
ing away  other  colleges.  1 would  get  a 
press  badge  lor  going  through  all  the 
trouble  of  having  my  adviser,  the  in- 
comparable. eccentric  Mr.  Marcink  to 
type  up  a letter  of  proof.  Trouble?  Isn't 
part  of  being  a journalist  being  "pro- 
fessional?’ No.  I didn’t  think  so 

And  what  perks  a member  of 
the  press  gets:  access  to  backstage 
areas,  exclusive  interviews  and  ques- 
tion-and-answer  sessions  with  actors 
and  filmmakers,  and  pretty  much  any- 
where else  that  ordinary  citizens 
weren’t  allowed.  The  only  place  the 
press  still  didn't  have  access  to  was 
the  Fan  Club  Lounge — that  is,  unless, 
you  were  a proud  member  of  the  Star 
Wars  Fan  Club  and  were  wearing  your 
special,  orange  lanyard.  You  bet  I'm  a 
member,  so  1 got  to  go  anywhere  and 
everywhere.  And  I did.  At  least,  what  1 
could  in  a matter  of  five  or  six  hours. 

The  biggest  of  the  advan- 
tages to  being  a member  of  the  press 


was  to  gain  access  to  exclusive  Q&A 
sessions  with  the  man  and  mastermind 
behind  the  Star  Wars  phenomenon: 
George  Lucas.  Unfortunately,  yours 
truly  couldn't  attend:  I could  only  go 
Friday,  while  he  was  there  only  on  Sat- 
urday. I have  learned  of  what  he  dis- 
cussed there.  According  to 
theforce.net,  a top  Star  Wars  fan  web 
site.  Lucas  said  that  he  has  two  TV 
projects  in  development:  One  is  con- 
tinuing with  the  accluimcd  Clone  Wars 
cartoons  on  Nickelodeon,  and  the  other 


is  a live-action  scries  spun-off  from 
character  in  the  movies.  Another  plan 
Lucas  has  is  to  release  the  original  tril- 
ogy in  3-D.  He  also  says  that  the  all- 
digital  version  of  Revenge  of  the  Sith 
will  have  scenes  that-svon’t  be  shown 
in  the  normal  theatrical  version.  Finally, 
there  are  plans  to  release  all  six  films  in 
a massive  DVD  box  set,  which  include 
a seventh  disc  with  special  features 
that  may  include  documentaries,  de- 
leted scenes,  and  the  such,  while  the 
films  themselves  will  no  longer  be 


tweaked  because  Lucas  is  happy  with 
them  now. 

So  Candace  and  1 moved  on, 
still  seeking  the  autograph  hall,  where 
over  60  Star  Wars  celebrities  were  there 
for  your  money  in  exchange  for  their 
John  Hancock.  The  big  stars  that  were 
in  attendance  included  Kenny  “R2- 
D2"  Baker,  Peter  "Chewbnccu" 
Mayhew,  David  "Darth  Vader”  Prowse 
and  Jeremy  "Original  Boba  Felt" 
Bulloch.  Now.  I’ve  already  met  them  at 
Celebration  II,  where  they  signed  my 
original  1977  Star  Wars  poster,  And 
since  I really  had  no  use  to  have  them 
sign,  I forwent  them.  Also,  at  ten  bucks 
per  autograph  coupon  and  these  guys 
asking  lor  two  coupons  per  signature. 
1 can’t  afford  loo  much  tin  my  part- 
time  salary  at  Jewel.  There  was.  how- 
ever, one  celebrity  that  I most  definitely 
wanted  to  get  a signature  from:  Ray 
Park,  who  outside  of  Star  Wars  is 
known  as  Toad  from  X-Men,  but  his 
top  achievement  is  of  Darth  Maul  in 
Episode  /-  The  Phantom  Menace. 

Now,  Mr.  Park  was  supposed 
to  start  signing  at  4:30  p.m,  He  shows 
up  at  4:40  p.m.  Ten  minutes  is  OK  by 
me,  but  he  didn't  start  signing  until  5 
p.m.  And  1 still  wasn't  upset.  That  is 
because  he  gave  those  wailing  in  line 
a chance  to  sec  his  combat  skills  up 

Sec  STAR  WARS  page  14 
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close  and  personal  as  he  grabbed  a 
broomslick  and  began  to  wave  and  twirl 
it  around  him  like  he  did  as  Maul  with 
the  doublc-bladed  lightsaber.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  line  that  got  to  see  him  was 
Tcmura  Morrison's  (Jango  Fell)  line, 
not  the  people  actually  patiently  wait- 
ing to  see  Ray  Park. 

Roaming  the  mas- 
sive corridors  of  the  convention  cen- 
ter, intertwining  between  jawas,  Vaders 
and  wookics,  is  an  adventure  unto  it- 
self. However,  from  a conversation  I 
had  with  Eric  Smith  from  Celebrity 
Close-Ups  of  California  while  waiting 
in  line  for  a couple  of  three-dollar  hot 
dogs,  things  didn't  seem  to* run  as 
smoothly  as  Lucasfilm  had  probably 
hoped.  One  problem  Smith  told  me  was 
the  whole  waiting  line  situation. 

"It's  all  screwed  up  compared 
to  Celebration  II  [in  2002),"  Smith  said. 
“Yeah,  it  was  smaller  then  but  it's  obvi- 
ously more  easily  to  control." 

Smaller  in  size,  yes.  but  not 
by  attendance.  According  to  several 
web  sites,  including  slarwars.com.  over 
30,000  people  are  estimated  to  have 
attended,  up  from  26,000  at  celebration 
II  in  2002,  also  held  at  the  Indiana  Con- 
vention Center  in  Indianapolis.  This 
time  around,  instead  of  utilizing  two- 
thirds  of  die  convention  center  in  2002, 
every  square-foot  of  the  property  was 
reserved.  Obviously,  with  the  final  Star 
Wars  movie  taking  center  stage  there, 
Lucasfilm  probably  wanted  as  much 


space  with  the  droves  of  fans  that 
would  attend. 

Still,  crowd  control  was  like 
being  Force-choked  by  a certain 
wheezing  Sith  lord,  especially  when  it 
came  to  buying  souvenirs. 

Crowds  were  so  thick  and 
heavy  that  the  Celebration  III  store  was 
closed  to  all  entrants  on  Friday,  only 
the  second  day  of  the  four-day  event. 
A sign  hung  at  the  entrance  stating  that 
the  store  had  reached  "maximum  ca- 
pacity." The  only  comparison  I could 
think  of  is  when  you're  at  the  drive- 
thru  at  McDonald's  (or  whatever  your 
favorite  fast  food  joint  is)  and  the  per- 
son— one  driver,  no  passengers — is 
taking  forever  to  order,  seemingly  or- 
dering everything  off  the  menu.  That's 
how  I felt.  Not  even  my  press  badge 
could  get  me  pats  security. 

According  to  Smith,  the  pro- 
cess to  which  people  could  buy  things 
at  the  store  was  like  a buffet  line,  going 
along  and  saying  that  you  wanted  this, 
didn’t  want  that. 

“They  had  the  line 
'Disneyland-ing  all  over,  then  you 
checked  out  at  the  cashier,"  Smith  said. 
"It  was  ridiculous." 

Smith  added  that  one  of  the 
workers  from  Gen-Con,  a national  genre 
convention  company  that  helps  orga- 
nize and  promote  their  own  conven- 
tions nationwide  that  included  this 
event,  clocked  customers  from  where 
they  entered  the  line  and  until  they 


checked  out:  it  averaged  about  30-45 
minutes  from  start  to  finish. 

Shopping  wasn't  the  only 
problem  that  Smith  saw.  On  the  first 
day  of  the  event.  Smith  spoke  with  a 
gentleman  who  had  been  waiting  in  line 
since  five  that  morning,  giving  him  the 
number  one  spot  in  line.  When  work- 
ers and  Stormtroopers  were  to  begin 
letting  people  in,  they  cut  the  line  this 
man  was  standing  in  half,  allowing 
those  who  arrived  long  after  he  to  go 
in,  while  he  had  to  wait. 

"What  does  that  say  to  a die- 
hard fan  like  him?"  Smith  said.  “It's  just 
a slap  in  the  face,  that's  what  it  is." 

All  in  all,  though,  the  event 
seemed  to  be  a great  event.  Those  who 
attended  seemed  to  give  a thumbs-up, 
overall,  despite  the  organization  and 
line  control  and  handling  problems.  I 
am  jealous  of  those  who  got  the  four- 
day  pass  and  could  stay  the  entire  time, 
while  I couldn’t.  1 could’ve,  however, 
gone  all  four  days  for  free — God  bless 
the  press! — instead  of  shelling  over 
$120  for  the  four-day  pass.  But,  now 
what  will  I do  after  Episode  III ? I 
know! — episodes  seven,  eight  and 

No,  wait.  Lucas  confirmed 
that,  too — there  aren't  any. 

Star  Wars:  Episode  III-  Re- 
venge of  the  Silli  opens  nationwide  on 
May  19.  2005 

www.matts-movies.com 
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Comic  performs  in  Joliet 


Brandon  Daun 

There  are  a variety  of  comedians 
who,  despite  iheir  successes,  remain 
relatively  unnoticed  by  the  general 
public.  Butch  Lord  is  an  individual  de- 
serving recognition  as  one  of  the  best 
stand  up  comics. 

Lord  has  been  in  comedy  for  over 
15  years.  When  not  opening  for  other 
comedians.  Lord  headlines  several 
tours  nationwide.  He  has  appeared  on 
MTV.  VH 1 and  even  Comedy  Central. 
Lord  also  has  experience  in  radio,  as 
he  is  regularly  featured  in  the  Steve  and 
DC  morning  show  on  XM  Satellite  Ra- 
dio. 

Lord's  comedy  is  based  on  per- 
sonal experiences,  past  relationships 
and  his  opinions  on  topics  ranging 
from  music  to  alcohol.  His  comedic 
styles  are  superior  to  other  comics  be- 
cause of  his  involvement  with  the  au- 
dience. He  will  often  ask  questions, 
take  photographs  and  carry  on  con- 
versations with  several  different  audi- 
ence members. 

People  will  find  Lord  funny  be- 
cause of  his  delivery.  He  will  always 
make  a statement  and  elaborate  on  it 
so  that  everyone  in  the  audience  will 
understand  what  he  is  talking  about. 
He  often  uses  mature  themes  such  as 
alcohol  consumption  and  excessive 
partying;  however,  he  makes  it  possible 
for  the  entire  audience  to  feel  as  if  they 
experienced  these  events  first  hand. 

Lord  is  a casual  person,  which  is 
apparent  through  his  comedic  style.  He 
enters  the  stage  dressed  in  casual 


Photo  courtesy  of 
butchlord.com 
Butch  Lord  at  Crabigales  in 
Joliet. 


clothes  and  long,  uncombed  hair.  He 
talks  in  a conversational  manner, 
making  it  seem  as  if  he  is  not  speak- 
ing in  public,  but  simply  carrying  on 
a conversation.  Lord  is  very  so- 
ciable with  the  audience,  often  tak- 
ing photographs  of  fans  and  talking 
with  people  when  he  has  ended  his 
set. 

Lord  has  three  CDs  currently 
available  and  will  be  filming  a DVD 
that  will  be  available  for  release  later 
in  the  year.  Photographs,  audio  clips 
and  much  more  are  currently  avail- 
able on  Lord’s  website, 
www.butchlord.com. 
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eleria  prices,  she  said. 

Boehle  wants  to  make  sure  every 
voice  is  heard.  If  she  doesn't  take  stu- 
dents' concerns  to  the  board,  then  she 
will  take  them  directly  to  the  people  that 
can  do  something  about  the  requests. 

"I’m  looking  forward  to  the  com- 
ing year  and  the  opportunities  it  will 
bring,"  she  said. 

"Although  I was  very  grateful  to 
receive  49  percent  of  the  vote,  I was 
disappointed  at  the  low  turnout  in  the 
election,"  she  said.  “One  of  my  goals 
is  to  greatly  increase  the  turnout  of  the 
election.  Whoever  runs,  I hope  a large 
number  of  students  will  voice  their 
opinion." 

Boehle  is  not  currently  planning 
on  running  for  re-election,  though  she 
admits  she  might  change  her  mind. 

She  is  considering  graduating  af- 
ter next  year  and  majoring  in  political 
science. 

“I’ve  been  here  for  four  years  now. 
JJC  is  like  a second  home,"  she  said. 

She’ll  soon  be  setting  up  office 
hours  and  wants  to  begin  visiting  the 
North  and  City  Center  campuses, 
though  she  currently  has  a very  busy 
schedule. 

Boehle  works  in  the  Office  of  Ho- 


listic Wellness  and  Student  Activi- 
ties and  tutors  various  subjects  for 
Academic  Skills. 

“I  would  very  much  appreciate 
student  comments  and  opinions.  I 
will  do  what  I can  to  follow-up  any- 
thing they  want  addressed,"  she 
said. 

Boehle  can  be  reached  via  e-mail 
at  marboehl@iic.edu. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  meets 
next  on  May  10inJ-2026. 

Student 
Government 
election  results: 

* President-  Jim  Nugent 

* Vice  President-  Brad 
Kenaga 

* Secretary/Treasurer- 
Peggy  Clauss  and  Dan 
Lawson 

* Promotions-  Chris 
Patterson  and  Sam  Marino- 
Thompson 

* Diversity-  Jerry  Coker 


AVON 

the  company  for  women 

Be  your  own  boss!  Join  AVON  now! 
Call  Patty  630-226-9140  or  email: 
pbkavon-newreps@yahoo.com 
www.youravon.com/pkumar 


May  4,  2005 


SPORTS 


FormeFJjC  Foofball 
players  get  drafted 


Adamson’s  RBI  double  gives  JJC  a win 


By  Adam  Fox 

Three  former  JJC  football 
standouts  received  important  phone 
calls  following  the  National  Football 
League  draft  that  will  undoubtedly 
change  their  lives  forever. 

Comerbacks  Kelvin  Hayden  and 
Talib  Wise  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois and  Nevada  respectively,  along 
with  Temple  defensive  tackle  AJ  Lind- 
say have  landed  tentative  positions 
on  various  NFL  teams. 

Hayden  was  drafted  in  the  sec- 
ond round  of  the  NFL  draft,  60“'  over- 
all, by  the  Indianapolis  Colts.  Wise 
has  reported  to  the  Chicago  Bears 
rookie  mini-camp  as  an  un-drafted 
free  agent,  while  Lindsay  reported  as 
an  un-drafted  free  agent  to  the  Green 
Bay  Packers  mini-camp. 

All  three  players  played  for  the 
Wolves  from  2001-2002  and  were  in- 
strumental to  the  Wolves  win  the  2002 
NJCAA  championship. 

Hayden,  while  at  JJC,  was  a re- 
ceiver who  still  holds  all-time  JJC 
records  with  72  receptions,  1,297  re- 
ceiving yards  (18.0  average)  and  13 
touchdowns.  He  is  also  ranked  fourth 
in  total  scoring  with  13  receiving 
touchdowns,  one  rushing  touch- 
down and  one  2-PT  conversion  for 
86  points.  Hayden  is  ranked  behind 
Harold  Brown  (1981),  Craig  Duppong 
(2001 ),  and  Derrell  Mitchell  ( 1 990). 

“I  was  surprised  he  isn’t  in  the 
first  (round), "head  coach  Bob 
MacDougal  adamantly  said. 

At  Uofl,  Hayden  played  wide  re- 
ceiver in  his  first  year  and  led  the  team 
with  52  receptions  for  592  yards  and 
three  touchdowns.  In  his  senior  year 
he  switched  to  comer  back  and  had 
71  tackles  (41  solo)  and  tied  the  Big 


Ten  Conference  with  four  intercep- 
tions. His  best  game  as  a collegiate 
player  came  against  Michigan  receiver 
Braylon  Edwards,  the  third  overall  pick, 
where  he  held  him  to  three  1 8 yards  on 
only  three  receptions. 

Hayden  was  a second-team  All-Big 
Ten  pick  last  season.  And  was  the  first 
wide  receiver  ever  to  be  named  NJCAA 
offensive  player  of  the  year 

"I  am  very  excited  and  kind  of  sur- 
prised,” said  Hayden  in  a Uofl  news 
release.  “My  agent  was  saying  late 
second,  but  I had  heard  that  it  would 
be  the  third  round.  I got  the  call  first 
before  I saw  name  pop  up.  When  they 
called  they  said  ‘Watch  in  about  10 
seconds  you’re  going  to  be  a Colt.’  I 
am  just  so  overwhelmed  right  now.  I 
don’t  know  how  to  express  myself.  My 
mom  is  really  happy.  She  didn't  want 
me  to  go  far  from  home." 

Lindsay,  who  decided  to  forgo  his 
senior  season  in  2005  and  enter  the 
NFL  Draft,  played  in  10  games  (six 
starts)  for  the  Temple  Owls  as  a first- 
year  junior  last  season.  He  made  29 
tackles  (eight  solo),  three  for  losses, 
0.5  sacks  and  two  pass  break-ups.  Lind- 
say (6-3,  320)  arrived  at  Temple  after 
playing  two  seasons  at  JJC,  where  he 
was  a cited  as  2003  Second  Team  Pre- 
season Junior  College  All-American  by 
both  JC  Grid-Wire  and  the  NJCAA. 

Wise  is  already  making  headlines 
with  the  Chicago  Bears.  In  their  rookie 
mini-camp.  Wise  was  one  of  two  play- 
ers defensive  coordinator  Ron  Rivera 
complimented. 

"Jonathan  Jackson  (a  defensive 
end  from  Oklahoma)  did  a real  nice  job, 
and  Talib  Wise  was  very  good,"  Rivera 
said. 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  men’s  baseball  team  fin- 
ished a four  game  saga  against  William 
Rainey  Harper  College  on  Sunday  with 
a 6-5  win  thanks  to  freshman  Brett 
Adamson. 

Adamson  hit  a run-producing 
double  late  in  the  seventh  inning.  The 
freshman  outfielder,  from  Wheaton 
Warrenville  South,  allowed  pinch-run- 
ner Chad  Schwartz  to  score  the  win- 
ning run. 

Sophomore  pitcher  Wally 
Czerwinski  sealed  the  win  and  also  con- 
tributed an  RBI  double.  Czerwinski 
pitched  three  innings  of  scoreless  and 
hilless  baseball  for  the  Wolves. 

The  win  was  just  what  they  were 
looking  for  after  falling  to  Harper  3-2  in 
the  first  game.  Sophomore  pitcher  Roy 
Benavides  pitched  well  despite  the 
loss.  Benavides  struck  on  seven  bat- 
ters in  six  innings.  Other  standouts  in 
game  one  were  Ray  Pahl  with  a triple 
and  an  RBI  and  sophomore  Devin  Smith 
with  a single  and  a double. 

In  game  one,  sophomore  standout 
Nick  Morris  doubled  and  hit  his  6,h 
homerun  of  the  season.  Other  hot  hit- 
ters include  Justin  Friday,  Joe  Panozzo 
and  Tony  Nulall  with  three  hits  each. 

The  offense  was  hot  and  the  de- 
fense was  even  hotter.  Sophomore 


pitcher  Andy  Marquie  pitched  the  win 
for  the  Wolves  in  Game  1 . Marquie  only 
allowed  7 hits  and  3 earned  runs. 

The  Wolves  began  the  four-game 
stretch  against  Harper  on  Sat.  They 
annihilated  Harper  in  the  first  game  with 
a 13-5  result,  while  they  fell  shy  of  the 
win  with  a 7-6  loss  in  the  second  game. 

In  game  two,  Morris  recorded  a 
single  and  triple,  and  Adamson  hit  a 
homerun  for  the  Wolves.  Sophomore 
Darren  McEvilly  had  two  hits  and  two 


RBIsas  well. 

The  Wolves  head  back  to  Harper 
College  in  Palatine  on  Friday,  May  6 
for  the  Region  IV  Division  111  Champi- 
onship toumument.  The  Wolves  have 
won  eight  of  their  last  1 1 Region  IV 
championships.  Their  opponent  and 
time  will  be  available  later  this  week. 
For  more  information  about  Wolves 
baseball  and  the  tournament  visit: 
www.jjc.edu/athletics. 


AJ  Lindsay 


Kelvin  Hayden 


WWW.W0RKF0RSTUDENTS.COM 

Customer  Salqs/Service 

Flexible  Schedules 
Scholarships  Available 
Conditions  Apply,  All  Ages  18+ 
Call  Today  1 708-460-8090 


Upcoming  games 


I May  6-8  Region  IV  Tournament  Harper 
I TBA  Sat.-Sun. 


May  14-15  District  Tournament 
Region  IV  TBA  Sat.-Fri. 


May  21-27  NJCAA  Division  111 
Nationals  (lien  Falls,  NY  TBA 


Demand. 


in  Command. 


-If  I had  to  do  it  sO  over 
rd  do  it  right  after  high  school 
I would  never  have  taken  any 
tkne  to  do  anything  eke.  I get 
trained  and  I get  paid  also. 
That  is  what  attracted  me  to 
this  to  begin  with.“ 


Louise  Medina 

Sheet  Metal  Workers  Local  265 


The  TRCA  is  committed 
to  increasing  skill  levels. 
You'll  receive  a high  degree 
of  high  tech  education. 


► Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

» Earn-While-You-Leam 
continuing  educational 
process. 

• Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a career ? 

The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 
helps  you  to  take  command  of  your 
future  with  a career  in  the  local  union 
construction  trades  where  you  can  earn-while- 
you-leam. 


Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security,  and  a fife- 
time  of  learning. 

Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command.  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades 

at  www.threerca.com. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 
233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 

The  Alliance  That  Works. 

Together. 


May  4,  2005 


SPORTS 


Women’s  softball  heads 
to  Region  IV  tournament 


Take  a day  off  JJC! 


Women's  softball  team. 

By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  women’s  softball  team  re- 
cently annihilated  Harper  College  on 
April  30.  The  doubleheader  resulted  in 
a 9- 1 and  6- 1 win  over  Harper. 

Their  success  so  far  this  season 
has  earned  them  a good  position  in  this 
year’s  Region  IV  Division  III  tourna- 
ment. The  Lady  Wolves  will  be  host- 
ing the  tournament  at  Inwood  Park  on 
May  6-7. 

In  game  1,  freshman  power  hitter 
Jenna  Plcse  had  three  hits  with  3 RBI’s, 
while  Amber  Peterson  and  Ashley 
Brown  had  two  hits  each. 

Peterson,  yet  again  pitched  an- 


Photo courtesy  of  Athletic  Department 


other  great  game,  striking  out  nine  play- 
ers. Peterson  has  been  a key  player  on 
the  defensive  end  for  the  Lady  Wolves. 
She  will  be  an  excellent  contribution  to 
the  Region  IV  Tournament. 

In  game  2,  Keisha  Keller  stepped 
up  to  the  plate  and  slammed  three  hits 
and  two  RBI’s  for  the  Wolves.  Megan 
Bettenhausen  recorded  two  hits  against 
Harper. 

Information  on  the  upcoming  tour- 
nament will  be  posted  on  the  JJC 
website  later  this  week.  Be  sure  to  come 
and  cheer  on  the  Lady  Wolves  as  the 
2005  season  starts  to  wrap  up. 


Men’s  tennis  heads 
to  nationals 


The  Region  IV 
Division  III  tour- 
nament will  be 
held  May  6-7  at 
In  wood.  For  more 
information  visit 
JJC’s  home 
Athletic  Page/ 
softball. 


By  Adam  Fox 

Usually  I save  this  column  for  a 
mindless  sports  rant.  However,  this  time 
it  is  different.  Since  this  is  my  last 
Foxtrot  of  the  JJC  year,  I decided  to 
look  back  over  my  time  here. 

I have  been  attending  JJC  since  I 
graduated  high  school  in  2002.  How- 
ever, this  fall,  I did  transfer  to  Northern 
Illinois  University  to  continue  my  edu- 
cation. But,  due  to  lack  of  finances  I 
had  to  drop  out  and  I resurfaced  here. 

At  NIU  I was  shocked  to  see  how 
popular  their  sport  teams  are,  and  how 
proud  they  are  of  them.  This  was  quite 
a culture  shock,  considering  hardly 
anyone  goes  to  a JJC  sporting  event. 

As  a sports  reporter  for  the  good, 
old  Blazer,  it  has  been  my  privilege  to 
go  to  games,  chat  with  coaches  and 
talk  with  the  student-athletes  as  well. 
But  I am  one  of  the  few  that  does  go. 

I know  that  a typical  day  in  a com- 
munity college  student’s  life  goes  like 
this:  Wake  up  late  for  class,  get  to  class, 
go  to  work,  repeat  five  days  a week. 

JJC  legendary  sporting  events  go 
unnoticed  to  the  student  body.  The  few 
that  go,  which  is  usually  faculty  and 
the  friends  and  family  of  the  kids  play- 
ing, never  have  to  search  for  a seat. 

I know  comparing  a four-year  uni- 
versity and  two-year  community  col- 
lege is  not  a fair  comparison,  but  in  my 
mind  JJC  lacks  student  body  participa- 

Think  of  all  the  great  teams  that 


JJC  has  had  to  boast  over  the  last 
three  years.  A football  team  that  won 
a national  junior  college  champion- 
ship, a men's  basketball  team  that 
was  runner-up  in  the  championship 
game,  a women's  basketball  team 
that  finished  third  and  the  list  goes 
on  and  on  to  teams  that  enter  their 
respective  tournaments. 

If  you  think  about  it,  we  have 
had  some  great  teams  pass  through 
these  hallowed  halls. 

But  have  you  seen  them? 

I am  not  saying  I am  at  every 
game,  but  I have  gone  to  my  fair 
share.  And  they  have  been  great. 

But  the  typical  JJC  student 
goes  from  class  to  work,  and  maybe 
a kegger  or  two  each  and  every  week 
without  change  — never  seeing 
these  student-athletes  do  their 
thing. 

And  it  isn’t  like  the  games  cost 
anything.  You  can  go  see  the  soft- 
ball  team  and  baseball  team  for  free. 
Yes,  I said  free,  no  charge. 

So  think  about  this  JJC  . . . col- 
lege is  not  just  about  the  studying, 
or  working,  it  is  also  about  the  so- 
cial life.  And  outside  of  the  Centen- 
nial Commons  parties,  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  much. 

So  take  my  advice,  call  work  and 
tell  them  you  are  taking  a day  off  to 
experience  college.  Tell  them  Adam 
told  you,  too. 


Athletes  of 


By  Amy  Nielsen 

The  JJC  men’s  tennis  team  re- 
cently qualified  for  the  NJCA  A Nation- 
als in  Plano,  Texas  on  April  29.  The 
team  traveled  to  Rockford  and  finished 
2nd  overall  in  the  tournament.  The 
NJCAA  Division  III  Championship 
Tournament  will  be  on  May  15-20. 

Individual  standouts  include 
sophomore  Weston  Slreitz  who  took 
first  place  at  third  singles  and  fresh- 
man Nate  Lcininger  who  took  second 
at  first  doubles.  The  two  athletes  came 
together  and  took  second  place  at  first 
doubles. 


Freshman  Charlie  Stapke  took  sec- 
ond in  fifth  singles,  while  Bob  Beckett 
took  second  at  sixth  singles. 

The  whole  team  contributed  to  the 
success  of  the  tournament  and  the  en- 
tire season.  The  team  will  head  into  the 
national  tournament  with  a 7-2  record. 

The  Wolves  are  currently  prepar- 
ing for  the  championship.  For  game 
highlights  and  more  information  on  the 
NJCAA  Nationals  in  Texas,  check  out 
the  JJC  sports  page:  www.iic.edu/ath- 
letics 


Team  roster: 

0 Bob  Beckett 

0 Kyle  Pierce 

0 Gabriel  Gonzales 

0 Matt  Raymond 

0 Nate  Leininger 

0 Charlie  Stapke 

0 Thomas  McGill 

0 Jeremy  Stepien 

0 Dan  Pennington 

0 Weston  Streitz 

Lady  Wolves 
sophomore  bas- 
ketball star  Jenna 
Barghahn  has 
been  nothing  but  a 
success  here  at 
JJC.  Barghahn  has 
proved  to  be  one 
of  the  most  tal- 
ented athletes  to 
ever  grace  JJC.  As 
a forward. 

Barghahn  was  an 
NJCAA  second 
team  All-American.  She  was  voted  to  the  Region 
IV  Division  III  All-Region  basketball  team,  as  well 
as  receiving  the  MVP  of  the  N4C  conference. 
Barghahn  helped  the  Lady  Wolves  make  it  to  the 
NJCAA  Division  III  National  Championship  as  a 
freshman  and  sophomore.  As  one  of  the  most  tal- 
ented shooters  in  the  Region  IV  and  N4C  confer- 
ence, she  averaged  1 5.0  points  and  3. 1 assists  per 
game.  Barghahn  has  decided  to  continue  her  bas- 
ketball career,  along  with  sophomore  Julie  Schmidt, 
at  N AIA  Division  I Lambuth  University  in  Jackson, 
Tenn.  with  a full  athletic  scholarship. 


Sophomore 
Rod  Washington 
was  one  of  the  big- 
gest impacts  on  the 
JJC  men’s  football 
team.  The  sopho- 
more linebacker 
was  one  of  the  top 
defensive  players 
for  the  2004  sea- 
son. Washington 
was  one  of  the  top 
leaders  on  the  team 
with  55  tackles  and 
25  assisted  tackles.  Washington  forced  six  fumbles 
and  recovered  one  for  a gain. 

He  also  recorded  one  interception  on  the  sea- 
son. His  hard  work  and  good  attitude  did  not  go 
unnoticed  as  he  recently  agreed  to  extend  his  foot- 
ball career  at  Central  Missouri  State  University 
with  a full  athletic  scholarship.  He  was  one  of  the 
more  dynamic  football  players  here  at  JJC  and 
will  continue  being  an  important  aspect  at  the  next 
level. 


the  year 


Jenna  Barghahn  Rod  Washington 
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Main  Street  Celebration 
takes  place  on  JJC  bridge 


Photo  by  Erin  Guzik 


Members  of  the  JC  PSayers,  from  left,  Andrew  Bender,  Chris  Schatroth, 
John  Ste!nbach,  Sara  Divecchlo,  and  Ryen  Dunn  hang  out  a!  their 
Main  Street  table,  while  trying  to  attract  new  members.  The  JC  Players 
is  a club  that  is  open  to  ail  people  interested  in  theatre.  Throughout 
the  year,  the  players  engage  in  many  social  activites,  like  attending 
productions  in  Chicago,  as  well  as  participate  in  . More  than  40  JJC 
clubs  and  organizations  took  part  in  the  bi-annual  Malr.  Street 
celebration. 


Search  begins 


With  the  retirement  of  Joliet 
Junior  College  President  J.  D. 
Ross  a little  less  than  a year  away, 
JJC  Board  of  Trustees’  have  offi- 
cially kieked-off  their  plans  to  be- 
gin the  search  for  his  replace- 
ment. 

"We  have  contracted  a con- 
sultant to  help  us  conduct  the 
search,  selected  screening  com- 
mittee members  and  established 
a timeline  for  the  process,”  says 
Jim  McFarland,  JJC  board  chair. 

A presidential  search  expert 
and  consultant,  David  Pierce 
from  the  Association  for  Commu- 
nity College  Trustees,  was  re- 
cently contracted  by  the  board. 
He  will  provide  insight,  guide- 
lines and  guidance  to  the  college 
as  they  move  through  the  selec- 
tion process  for  a new  JJC  presi- 
dent. 

A screening  committee  Vo 
participate  in  the  selection  pro- 
cess has  also  been  formed.  They 
will  be  responsible  lor  reviewing 
the  applications,  choosing  candi- 
dates and  interviewing  them.  Af- 
ter the  interviews  are  completed, 
the  committee  will  send  their  rec- 
ommendations of  three  to  five 


for  J.D.  Ross’ 

candidates  to  the  JJC  board  for 
final  selection. 

Nineteen  individuals  make 
up  the  committee  representing  the 
different  work  groups  at  the  col- 
lege, as  well  as  the  district  that  JJC 
serves.  They  include  staff,  faculty 
find  student  representatives  Dr. 
Terry  Irby,  administration;  Myra 
Mitchell,  clerical;  Michael 
Moody,  student;  Professor 
Roxane  Munch,  faculty;  Jeanne 
Larson,  foodserviee;  Maureen 
Peterson,  physical  plant;  and  Pro- 
fessor Edward  Senu-Oke, 
d e p a r t m e n 1 c h a i r . 
Community  participants  from 
various  locations  and  organiza- 
tions throughout  the  district  and 
board  member*- Susan  Block  of 
Joliet  and  Dick  Dystrup  of 
Lockport  will  also  participate. 

I have  faith  that  our  screening 
committee  will  bring  forward  the 
most  qualified  candidates  to  lead 
Joliel  Junior  College  into  live  fu- 
ture. The y represent  nil  facets  n I 
our  community,  just  as  our  great 
community  college  does,"  said 
McFarland. 

As  president  of  JJC  since 
1999,  Ross  has  worked  through 
the  ranks  at  the  college  since  he 
was  hired  in  1974.  With  his  retire- 


replacement 


President  J.D.  Ross 


merit  date  set  for  June  30,  2006, 
the  new  president  is  scheduled  to 
begin  by  July  1, 2006. 

A tentative  timetable  has 
been  established  by  the  JJC  board 
to  meet  this  deadline.  This  month, 
recruiting  for  the  new  president 
will  begin.  In  November,  semi-fi- 
nalists will  be  selected.  The  semi- 
finalists  will  be  interviewed  by  the 
screening  committee  in  December 
mul  finalists  will  be  selected.  In 
early  January  ofnoxf  year,  the  JJ( ' 
Board  of  Trustees  will  interview 
the  finalists  and  will  select  the  new 
president  in  late  January. 
Additional  information  on  the 
Presidential  Search  will  he  acces- 
sible on  the  college's  website  as 
it  becomes  available. 


Students  transfer  to  JJC  due  to  hurricane 


Mela  Machulis 


Communities  and  educational 
institutions  across  the  country  have 
been  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina, 
including  Joliet  and  JJC.  Only  a 
month  or  so  into  the  semester,  many 
students  who  had  been  attending 
schools  in  New  Orleans  were  forced 
to  temporarily  abandon  their  stud- 
ies to  flee  the  path  of  the  hurricane. 

Fortunately,  some  students  who 
found  themselves  in  this  situation 
were  able  to  transfer  to  other  col- 
leges and  universities  throughout 
the  country.  JJC  is  one  of  the 
schools  accepting  these  students. 

Franklin  Brown  and  Vemetta 
Gray  are  two  of  the  students  who 
were  displaced  by  the  hurricane. 
Brown  and  Gray  are  both  Joliet  na- 
tives who  were  attending  college  in 
New  Orleans  at  Dillard  University. 
The  students,  who  met  while  attend- 
ing Joliet  Township  High  Schools, 
abandoned  their  apartments  during 
the  mandatory  evacuation  and 
headed  back  to  their  hometown. 
Brown  and  Gray  traveled  separately 
but  both  arrived  in  Joliet  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  3 1 . Both  are  now 
living  with  their  families  in  Joliel. 

Gray  evacuated  her  apartment 
in  the  New  Orleans  suburb  of 


Metairie  on  Saturday,  Aug.  27,  leav- 
ing many  of  her  possessions  behind. 
Gray  said  she  saw  people  fighting 
at  gas  pumps  on  Saturday,  when 
many  local  citizens  were  filling  up 
their  tanks  in  preparation  for  evacu- 
ation. Gray  managed  to  find  a flight 
to  Illinois  but  had  to  pay  $900  for 
an  airline  ticket. 

Brown  also  evacuated  on  Sat- 
urday, leaving  his  New  Orleans 
apartment  to  stay  at  a friend’s  house. 
However,  Brown  said  the  electric- 
ity went  out  at  his  friend’s  house  on 
Monday,  so  Brown  left  the  follow- 
ing day.  By  that  time,  there  was  no 
gas  left  at  gas  stations  in  the  city  in 
which  he  was  staying.  Brown 
thought  there  would  be  gas  in  other 
cities  such  as  Jackson,  but  found 
that  the  gas  shortage  was  wide- 
spread. 

"I  get  to  Jackson,  I’m  on  ‘E’ 
(empty  gas  tank),  I go  off  the  first 
exit  at  Jackson,  and  they're  out  of 
electricity,"  Brown  said.  "There  was 
no  gas  station  open  there.” 

Brown  drove  on  and  decided 
to  find  a hotel  to  stay  in  for  a while. 
Then  someone  told  him  that  there 
was  one  gas  station  open  in  Jack- 

“So  I did  about  100  miles  an 
hour  trying  to  get  to  Jackson!” 
Brown  said.  "When  I finally  got 
there,  I was  in  line  for  about  two 


hours.  The  line  was  so  long  be- 
cause that  was  like  the  only  gas 
station  that  was  open." 

When  the  students  finally  ar- 
rived in  Joliet,  however,  they 
found  the  process  of  enrolling  at 
JJC  to  be  much  simpler  than  their 
journeys  had  been. 

"When  we  came  to  JuCo  on 
Wednesday,  they  were  really  help- 
ful," Brown  said  of  the  faculty  and 
staff.  "They  came  in,  we  told  them 
our  situation,  they  sat  there  with 
us,  and  they  got  us  a list  of  what 
classes  we  could  take." 

Both  Brown  and  Gray  said 
they  felt  the  process  of  enrollment 
at  JJC  was  quick  and  simple,  and 
they  expressed  their  gratitude  to 
Jennifer  Klobcrdanz,  dean  of  ad- 
missions, Dr.  Alan  Harderson,  vice 
president  of  student  services,  and 
the  rest  of  the  faculty  and  staff  for 
making  the  transition  easy. 

"The  process  was  smooth  and 
they  (the  staff  members)  were  ac- 
curate in  their  information."  Gray 
said. 

Because  both  students  are  se- 
niors who  were  enrolled  at  a four- 
year  university,  they  are  now  tak- 
ing general  classes  at  JJC.  which 
should  transfer  to  other  universi- 
ties. After  taking  a semester  of 
classes  at  JJC,  Gray  and  Brown 
may  return  to  Dillard  in  January 


if  it  has  been  repaired  or  relocated, 
or  they  may  transfer  to  another  uni- 
versity. 

Gray  said  she  heard  that  Dillard 
University  was  submerged  under  1 2 
feet  of  water  after  the  hurricane,  and 
Brown  heard  that  at  least  one  of  the 
school’s  dorm  halls  had  caught  on 
fire.  Brown  was  informed  that  his 
newly  furnished  apartment  was  un- 
der 6 feet  of  water. 

"1  live  on  the  second  floor,  so 
anything  I have  is  there,  but  it’s 
probably  going  to  be  moldy,  so  I 
probably  won't  want  it  anyway.” 
Brown  said. 

Gray's  apartment  was  recently 
furnished  as  well,  and  was  stocked 
with  new  clothes  and  many  of  her 
belongings. 

"The  only  things  I did  save  was 
myself  and  my  car,"  she  said. 

Gray  also  said  that  Dillard  Uni- 
versity has  announced  tentative 
plans  to  relocate  to  Atlanta.  Even  if 
Dillard  is  re-opened  in  New  Or- 
leans, Gray  said  she  does  not  de- 
sire to  return  to  that  city  for  more 
than  a brief  amount  of  lime. 

"The  only  way,  and  I mean  the 
only  way  I’ll  go  back  is  if  school 
started  back  in  January  and  I could 
go  down  and  graduate."  Gray  said. 
“But  once  I walk  off  that  stage.  I’m 
gone.  Now,  if  they  rebuild  the  city 
over,  that’s  a different  story.  I’ll  go 


buck  and  visit,  but  I'm  not  going  to 
go  stay." 

Brown  said  he  would  like  to 
return  to  New  Orleans  and  enjoyed 
the  cultural  experience  of  attending 
Dillard.  However,  he  said  he  real- 
izes the  city  will  probably  be  quite 
different  from  its  former  condition. 

“It's  like  a 50/50  thing  where  I 
want  to  go  back — my  heart  wants 
to  go  back — but  if  I do  go  back, 
what  is  there  for  me  to  go  back  to?" 
Brown  said. 

Brown  and  Gray  fell  the  evacu- 
ation and  aid  procedures  in  New  Or- 
leans were  insufficient.  While 
Brown  said  he  feels  that  New  Or- 
leans probably  lacked  the  resources 
to  evacuate  so  many  people  in  such 
a short  amount  of  time,  Gray  said 
that  many  New  Orleans  residents 
rely  on  city  buses  for  transportation. 
However,  she  said,  these  buses  were 
not  being  used  for  evacuation. 

"I  think  they  should  have  had 
those  buses  up  and  running  on  Sat- 
urday and  Sunday  when  they  told 
people  to  evacuate,"  Gray  said  of 
New  Orleans  officials. 

Gray  also  believes  that  the  poor 
condition  of  the  economy  of  Loui- 
siana affected  the  relief  effort. 

"I  think  if  this  had  happened  in 
Illinois,  we’d  be  a little  better  off," 
she  said.  "I  think  the  response  might 
be  a little  greater." 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Hurricane  relief  arrives 
late  to  Gulf  region 

We  al  Ihe  Blazer  express  our  deepest  sympathies  for 
the  victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  Ail  of  us  were  shocked 
to  see  the  images  of  the  Gulf  Coast  region  and  the  Hooded 
city  of  New  Orleans.  Our  hearts  go  out  to  the  victims  of 
one  of  the  worst  natural  disasters  this  country  has  ever 
witnessed. 

However,  we  also  feel  that  the  aid  could  have  arrived 
quicker  to  the  affected  regions.  The  human  body  can  only 
survive  two  to  three  days  without  water,  but  the  trucks 
rolled  into  New  Orleans  well  after  the  hurricane  hit.  This 
slow  response  should  not  have  been  tolerated  by  anyone 
in  the  United  States. 

One  excuse  to  the  poor  federal  response  to  Katrina  is 
the  official  process  involved  in  declaring  the  affected  ar- 
eas disasters.  This  bureaucratic  method,  in  place  through 
the  Stafford  Act,  requires  that  the  governor  formally  re- 
quest specific  aid  from  the  federal  government. 

Could  we  not  arrange  for  a system  of  relief  to  be  in 
position  to  help  those  who  needed  it  most  as  quickly  as 
possible?  After  hurricanes  Hugo  and  Andrew,  we  should 
have  been  better  prepared.  There  was  also  talk  three  years 
ago  of  a Category  5 hurricane  to  hit  the  Gulf  Coast  in  2005. 
The  federal  government  should  Start  to  take  geologists  and 
meteorologists  more  seriously  in  the  future. 

Congress  has  just  passed,  and  the  president  has  signed, 
a bill  to  use  $60  billion  to  rebuild  the  affected  areas  of  the 
Gulf  Coast.  Finally,  the  government  has  decided  to  offer 
support  to  the  region,  as  President  Bush  noted  in  his  ad- 
dress on  Sept.  15. 

I U you  would  like  Vo  donate  or  volunteer  for  the  relief 
) effort,  contact  the  Red  Cross  at  www.redcross.org.  the 
Salvation  Army  at  www.saIvationarmyusa.org  or  Kiwanis 
International  at  www.kiwanis.org.  But  be  careful.  It  is  im- 
portant to  know  who  you  are  donating  to.  There  are  scam 
artists  who  are  taking  advantage  of  peoples’  good  will. 
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Rynrs  Rumblings... 

Fix  the  problem, 
forget  the  blame 
game  until  later 

p 

l£y 
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Wilhin  the  past  few  weeks, 
almost  every  time  I have  tuned 
in  to  the  media,  I have  read,  seen 
or  heard  about  hurricane  Katrina. 
It’s  obviously  one  of  the  worst  di- 
sasters our  nation  has  seen  in 
quite  some  rime.  With  any  disas- 
ter, there  is  always  speculation, 
prediction  and  an  overall  sense 
of  questioning  things. 

I came  across  an  article  from 
the  Associated  Press  called  “New 
Orleans  Colleges  Face  Uncertain 
Future."  The  article  had  an  ex- 
treme tone  of  negativity  and  un- 
certainty about  whether  or  not 
students  will  ever  want  to  return 
to  colleges  in  New  Orleans.  I un- 
derstand that  it’s  hard  to  remain 
positive  during  any  disaster,  but 
I really  believe  that  people 
should  worry  about  the  problems 
at  hand. 

There  are  still  families  that 
are  tom  apart,  people  that  are 
missing,  children  in  need  of  their 


mothers  and  fathers,  deceased  that 
need  to  be  found  or  identified  as 
well  as  animals  and  looters  roam- 
ing the  streets.  Sadly,  that’s  prob- 
ably only  half  the  problems  that 
people  are  truly  facing  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi. 

Although  college  is  important, 
as  well  as  gas  prices,  produce  and 
any  other  economical  resources  that 
may  have  came  from  this  part  of  the 
country,  it  should  not  be  the  focus 
right  now.  The  focus  should  be  on 
aiding  those  who  are  in  need  in  any 
way  possible. 

Aid  was  slow  to  arrive  in  the 
most  affected  areas,  which  made  the 
situation  worse  before  it  could  be- 
gin to  get  better.  Now  that  the  wa- 
ter is  mostly  cleared  and  the  catas- 
trophe is  more  visible,  focus  needs 
to  be  taken  off  the  “what  ifs”  and 
the  “should  haves"  and  redirected 
towards  cleaning  and  rebuilding. 

Some  of  the  issues  have  turned 
in  to  a blame  game.  Although  even- 
tually that  path  needs  to  be  taken 


and  consequences  will  follow  for 
those  who  were  not  prepared  for  the 
hurricane,  it  should  not  be  happen- 
ing right  now. 

People  lost  their  homes,  their 
pets  and  the  things  that  they  worked 
hard  for  in  life.  They  also  lost  their 
photographs  and  heirlooms  that  can 
never  be  replaced.  If  we  as  a coun- 
try can  take  the  focus  off  the  nega- 
tive and  start  to  look  positively  at 
rebuilding  and  helping  out,  the  situ- 
ation may  be  fixed  sooner  rather 
than  later. 

After  that,  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
sissippi can  begin  to  investigate,  as 
well  as  bring  people  back  into  their 
homes  to  recreate  the  lives  that  were 
sadly  lost. 

Some  people  felt  so  passion- 
ately about  where  they  lived  that 
they  refused  to  leave,  even  as  di- 
saster was  knocking  at  their  doors. 
I can  almost  bet  that  those  people 
are  going  to  want  to  return  to  the 
place  they  called  home. 


Question  of  the  Issue 

If  .vou  were  to  choose  the  new  president  of  ,IJC,  tvhat  qualities  would  you  look  for? 


'The  new  president  should 
make  sure  that  students  have  a 
decent  learning  experience,  and 
know  what  they  need  to  know  to 
do  well  in  the  world." 

-Phil  Yocherer 


"...Caring  when  it  comes  to 
the  school,  and  they  definitely 
should  care  about  the  job, and 
look  at  it  as  more  than  a job.” 

-Erik  Goshorn 


“The  new  preident  should 
be  passionate  about  the 
students,  as  well  as  their  job  at 
JJC,  because  if  they  don’t  give 
100  percent,  the  students  won’t 
get  100  percent.” 

-Zulema  Nerrera 


“The  new  president  needs 
to  listen  to  student*  because 
sometimes  adults  think  their 
ideas  are  great,  but  as  a younger 
generation,  we  sometimes  have 
our  own  ideas." 

-Jody  Pirc 

Photos  by  Erin  Guzik 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the 
letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit 
letters  lor  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 


“Innovative  ideas,  as  well  as 
finding  things  that  appeal  to  all 
students  are  two  very  important 
qualities  for  the  president  to 
have.” 

-Mecole  Peoples 


“The  president  should  be 
willing  to  take  on  new  instruc- 
tors with  a good  intrest  in  their 
subject  areas.  Enthusiasm  is  a 
key  to  this  job.” 

-Rick  Blaha 
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news  briefs  Eatin’  good  at  the  Chef’s  Table 


Graduation  deadline 

December  2005  graduation 
applications  are  now  available  on 
the  web.  The  deadline  to  submit 
your  application  is  Sep.  30. 

OSA  hurricane  relief 

The  Office  of  Student  Activi- 
ties has  pulled  together  clubs  for 
Hurricane  Katrina  relief  efforts. 
During  Mainstreet,  JJC  clubs  raffled 
items,  collected  donations,  and  sold 
Mardi  Gras  beads  to  raise  money. 
To  date,  over  $ 1 ,000  has  been  col- 
lected to  go  toward  local  relief  ef- 
forts. Joliet  junior  College  is  a giv- 
ing community  and  it  shows! 

Student  Center  open  house 

The  Student  Center  (D-1010) 
is  hosting  an  open  house!  Stop  in  to 
learn  about  our  departments  and 
services.  The  Open  House  dates  are 
Wednesday,  Sept.  21,  4:30  to 
6:30p.m.  and  Thursday,  Sept.  22, 
8:30-10:30  a.m.  The  Student  Cen- 
ter is  located  across  from  the  Cyber 
Cafe  in  D-Building. 

College  fairs 

The  Multicultural  Transfer 
Center  is  hosting  two  college  fairs 
in  October.  Attend  the  State  Col- 
leges and  Universities  Fair  on  Tues- 
day, Oct.  18  or  the  Private  Illinois 
Colleges  & Universities  Fair  on 
Monday,  Oct.  3 1 . Both  college  fairs 
will  be  held  on  the  E-concourse 
from  1 1 a.m.  to  1 p.m.  Representa- 
tives will  be  available  to  discuss 
academic  programs,  financial  aid, 
housing  and  much  more. 


Honor  society  meeting 

Alpha  Beta  Gamma,  a business 
honor  society,  will  be  holding  an  in- 
formational meeting  Sept.  29  from 
11  a.m.  to  12  p.m.  on  the  bridge. 
Alpha  Beta  Gamma  provides  lead- 
ership opportunities,  forums  for  the 
exchange  of  ideas  and  the  stimula- 
tion of  interest  in  continuing  aca- 
demic excellence.  Anyone  inter- 
ested is  encouraged  to  attend  this 
meeting. 

Fine  Arts  music  recital 

The  JJC  Fine  Arts  Department 
will  hold  a Music  Students  Recital 
Wednesday,  Sept.  28  at  11  a.m.  in 
the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  For  more  in- 
formation, contact  Sue  Malmberg  at 
280-2287. 

Hoiistic  Wellness 

The  Holistic  Wellness  club  will 
provide  HIV  testing  to  all  JJC  stu- 
dents and  staff  members  on  Mon- 
day, Sept.  26  from  1 : 30  to  2:30  p.m. 
in  room  G-2004.  Oral  swab  testing 
will  be  conducted  by  the  Will 
County  Health  Department  and 
AGAPE  Missions.  Other  HIV  test- 
ing dates  will  be  Oct.  17  and  31; 
Nov.  14  and  28;  and  Dec.  12. 

Volunteer  fair 

The  Holistic  Wellness  club  will 
be  holding  a Volunteer  Fair  Oct.  5 
from  10  a.m.  to  1 p.m.  in  the  D-E 
concourse.  Make  a difference  - vol- 
unteer! 


A fine  dining  experience 
awaits  you  when  you  come  to  the 
Chef’s  Table.  For  the  past  four 
years.  Chef  Keith  G Vonhoff,  se- 
nior instructor  and  adviser  of  Cu- 
linary Arts  and  Hospitality  Man- 
agement and  his  two-year  students 
have  been  tantalizing  taste  buds 
Monday  through  Friday  from  10 
a.m.  to  12.30  p.m. 


Students  of  Vonhoff  prepare 
and  serve  delectable  meals  for  an 
affordable  price.  For  the  price  of  a 
super-sized  Big  Mac  meal  at 
McDonald’s,  you  can  get  restau- 
rant-quality food. 

When  Vonhoff  was  asked 
about  why  he  started  the  program, 
he  said,  "I  wanted  a higher  level 
of  challenge  for  my  two-year  stu- 
dents to  show  off  their  talents.”  He 
went  on  to  say  that  he  likes  to  "give 


them  a taste  of  what  it  is  like  to  work 
in  a real  restaurant.” 

Second-year  students  new  to 
the  program  are  given  the  first  two 
weeks  of  the  semester  to  learn  and 
get  used  to  each  station  of  Chef’s 
Table.  Two  sets  of  15  students  get 
two  days  a week  to  work  the  pro- 
gram. The  15  students  are  broken 
up  into  three  sections  that  rotate 
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Centennial  Commons  builds  community 


College  is  an  experience  in 
which  teenagers  become  liberated 
from  their  parents,  but  it  can  also 
be  stressful  for  the  parents.  To  help 
defuse  some  of  that  stress,  Centen- 
nial Commons  and  JJC  have  col- 
laborated to  create  an  event  (which 
has  been  in  effect  since  2002)  to 
reassure  parents  that  the  environ- 
ment their  children  will  be  living  in 
is  safe  and  responsible. 

“This  orientation  is  one  of  the 
key  factors  in  promoting  student 
success  at  Joliet  Junior  College.” 
said  Patricia  Fine,  dean  of  student 
activities.’The  orientation  builds  a 
community  spirit  among  residents 
and  introduces  students  and  their 
families  to  key  staff  and  services  on 
campus.lt  also  offers  suggestions 
for  successfully  living  on  your  own, 
introduces  students  to  policies,  pro- 
cedures and  guidelines  for  expected 
student  behavior  on  and  off  cam- 
pus and  provides  an  opportunity  for 


dialog  about  the  responsibility  that 
comes  with  the  flexibility  and  free- 
dom of  the  college  experience." 

Student  policy,  budgeting 
money,  campus  police,  counseling, 
student  activities,  holistic  wellness, 
financial  aid,  Joliet  Police  Depart- 
me»t,  academic  skills,  and  answer- 
ing questions  from  parents  and  stu- 
dents about  on  campus  housing 
were  among  just  a few  of  the  many 
topics  discussed. 

"Orientation  is  important  be- 
cause it  provides  critical  informa- 
tion students  need  in  order  to  suc- 
cessfully navigate  through  the  col- 
lege experience,"  Fine  said. 

One  of  the  most  important  is- 
sues stressed  in  every  orientation  is 
how  students  lake  responsibility  for 
living  on  their  own. 

“We  provide  them  with  infor- 
mation and  direct  them  to  support 
services  available  both  at  the  Com- 
mons and  at  JJC,  but  students  only 
experience  success  if  they  lake  per- 
sonal responsibility  for  their  edu- 


cation."  said  Carol  Gordon,  coor- 
dinator of  student  development, 

The  success  rate  of  the  pro- 
gram has  been  extremely  positive. 
A welcome  message  is  being  sent, 
which  helps  students  and  their  fami- 
lies get  a feeling  of  responsibility 
as  a college  student.  Fine  believes 
anyone  who  attends  the  orientation 
benefits  from  it. 

"Everyone  who  participates, 
even  the  staff,  benefits  from  the  in- 
teraction and  the  opportunity  to 
gather  in  support  of  students.  ...we 
all  seek  the  same  outcome,  helping 
students  to  realize  their  education 
goals,  whatever  they  may  be,"  Fine 
said. 

Overall,  Centennial  Com- 
mons and  JJC.  have  put  together  an 
excellent  program. "The  feedback 
has  been  very  positive,"  Gordon 
said.”We  find  that  parents  have  a lot 
of  questions,  and  they  seem  to  ap- 
preciate that  they  are  included  in  thy 
program  and  encouraged  to  partici- 
pate.” 
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I Drive  A New 
Volkswagen 

YOUR  FIRST  TANK 
IS  ALWAYS  FREE! 


With  qualified  credit.  $2,214  due  at  signing  plus  tax,  title,  lie 
and  doc.  fee.  Includes  first  payment,  $575  acquisition  fee 
and  $200  rel.  security  deposit.  Based  on  MSRP  $16,645. 


u,,  , www.vworland.com 

Volkswagen  of  Orland  Park 

CHICAGOLAND'S  NEWEST  VOLKSWAGEN  DEALERSHIP 


Drive  it.  You'll  get  it.  Drivers  wanted.'  ( 


The  2006  new  Jetta  is  here!! 


new  JETTA 

VALUE  EDITION 

Fo^  Only  ^209/MC 

39  MONTHS 


1.9%  APR  FINANCING  f.r  48  MONTHS 

On  New  2005  Volkswagens  Through  VW  Credit.  You  must  quality.  Otter  ends  10' 1/05. 
See  dealer  (or  details.  Offer  does  not  apply  to  redesigned  new  Jetta  or  Passat  models, 
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Volkswagen 


r/T  2 YEAR/24,000  MILE  rj f 
V ADDITIONAL  LIMITED  \V\ 

1 WARRANTY 

SSStSittSS' 


RIGOROUS 

109  POINT  VEHICLE 

INSPECTION 


0 


...Ih  qualified  credit  $2,259  duo  at  signing  plus  tax. 
and  doc.  lee.  Includes  lirsl  payment  $575  acquisition  lee  and 
$225  rcl  security  deposit  Based  on  MSRP  $1 7,795 


ALL  VEHICLES  MUST  r~/  24-HOUR 
MEET  A STRICT  VW  \VJ  ROADSIDE 

CHECK  LIST  FOR  ASSISTANCE 

QUALITY  BEFORE  to  J Neon legonE-t 

CERTIFICATION! 


99  CHEVY  VENTURE  EXT  VAN 

>6,795 

99  VW  JETTA  GLS 

58,995 


*Vi 04AflA. 

^30  MPG  Highwoy 


'04  DODGE  NEON  SXT 

IV50I91B,  Bolonce  ol  lodory  worr , 
loodod  -/oil  power.  A!!o/v  Rool,  Auto, 
Super  Shorpl  35  MPG  H-ghwoy 

'98  ACURA  TL  3.2 


$9,450 

>9,950 


'Ol  VW  JETTA  CIS 

Certified,  »VI  I I5A.  Power  oquipmon 
Wl^Aut^2yr/24Vwort, 

'03  MAZDA  PROTEGE  5 SERIES 

E50243A  Only  I 51  "1.  Balance  ol  loctory  worr 

Auto.  Every  OfWonl  BeexitiMl  $11  00  4 

31  MPG  * M g'T'W 


>10,995 


'02  VW  JETTA  GLS  2.0 

Certified.  EVJOASOA.  Auto, 

Moorvool.  $14  Q50 

30  MPG  Highway  ■ ^ f ^ W 

'02  VW  JETTA  GLS 
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‘Lessons  for  Leno’ first  stop  at  JJC 


A community  college  president 
from  Ohio  is  on  a motorcycle  road 
tour  to  improve  the  image  of  com- 
munity colleges  as  a whole,  ending 
the  tour  with  a visit  to  a man  who 
pokes  fun  at  community  colleges 
and  their  students:  Tonight  Show 
host  Jay  Leno. 

The  tour's  first  scheduled  stop 
was  at  the  nation’s  oldest  public 
community  college— Joliet  Junior 
College. 

Dr.  Betty  Young,  president  of 
Northwest  Stale  Community  Col- 
lege in  Archbold.  Ohio,  kicked  off 
a 2,200-mile  cross-country  motor- 
cycle tour,  dubbed  the  "Lessons  for 
Leno"  tour,  on  Sept.  19  in  Ohio  to 
visit  seven  colleges  before  going  to 
NBC's  Burbank,  Calif,  studios  in 
hopes  of  talking  with  Leno. 

NSCC  scheduled  a sendoff  on 
Monday,  Sept.  19  with  a press  con- 
ference, visits  from  the  local  mayor 
and  governor  of  Ohio  and  classes 
cancelled  for  one  hour. 

Each  college  on  her  route  has 
a different  theme  and  activities 
planned  in  accordance  with  the 
theme  to  promote  the  legacy  of 
community  colleges  and  their  hard- 
working students.  With  JJC  being 
the  nation’s  first  public  community 
college,  Young  said  it  was  a natural 
choice  to  be  stop  number  one. 

JJC’s  theme  for  the  activities  is 
"Community  Colleges  Have  A 
Legacy  of  Service  to  the  Commu- 
nity." NN'uh  Y»cv  scheduled  arrival  in 
I he  evening  on  llie  19th,  u leader- 
ship dinner  was  scheduled  for  (hat 
evening. 

On  Tuesday,  Sept.  20,  an  8:30 
a.m.  ribbon-cutting  of  the  new  stu- 
dent bridge,  a "Meet  Dr.  Betty"  con- 
tinental breakfast  at  9 a.m.  and  a 
presentation  and  press  conference 
at  10  a.m.  was  scheduled. 

"JJC  has  a wonderful  legacy  of 
serving  the  community,  on  top  of 
being  the  first  community  college,” 
Young  said. 

The  American  Association  of 
Community  Colleges  is  sponsoring 
the  tour  and  has  a new  lesson  for 
each  tour  stop,  such  as  the  ideas  that 
community  colleges  provide  an  eco- 
nomic engine  of  serving  communi- 


ties, make  higher  education  afford- 
able and  offer  solutions  for  com- 
munities and  the  nation. 

After  JJC,  Young  will  go  to  St. 
Louis,  two  Arkansas  cities,  Dallas. 
Phoenix  and  Los  Angeles. 

"We  want  to  share  the  good 
news  about  community  colleges 
with  success  stories  and  the  series 
of  lessons,"  Young  said. 

“We  need  to  support  students 
and  what  they  are  doing.  They  are 
sacrificing  work,  lime  and  money 
to  belter  themselves.  The  important 
tiling  is  to  remember  is  recogniz- 
ing the  effort.” 

Young  says,  though,  she  is  not 
on  a personal  agenda. 

“I'm  just  an  advocate  for  com- 
munity colleges  and  respect  the  stu- 
dents and  the  hard  work  they  put 
in,"  Young  said. 

Young  herself  is  a community 
college  graduate. 

"I  was  a 28-year-old  single 
mom,”  she  said.  "There  weren’t  a 
lot  of  options." 

After  receiving  her  associate’s 
degree,  Young  went  on  to  earn  a 
bachelor's,  master’s,  doctoral  and 
law  degree. 

The  tour  originally  came  to 
fruition  when  NSCC  and  the 
AACC  were  going  to  send  a letter 
to  Leno  aboutjiis  use  of  stereotypes 
of  community  colleges  as  butts  of 
his  jokes. 

Also,  they  provided  an  invita- 
tion for  Leno  to  come  to  Ohio  and 
visit  Young.  However,  they  needed 
something  to  get  Leno’s  attention. 

‘The  letter  itself  wouldn't  do 
if,"  Young  said.  “ How  do  ivt;  get 
his  attention?" 

Young  appealed  to  Leno’s 
love  of  motorcycles  by  providing 
a photo  of  Young,  a motorcycle 
enthusiast  herself  since  age  14,  on 
her  1992  Harley  Heritage  Softail. 
Ironically.  Leno  rides  the  same 
bike. 

Although  Leno  did  not  re- 
spond to  the  invitation,  the  offer 
drew  much  national  attention, 
much  to  the  surprise  of  Young. 

The  letter  was  featured  in  such 
magazines  as  Chronicle  for  Higher 
Education  and  University  Busi- 

“I  was  not  expecting  this  to  be 
as  big  as  it’s  gotten."  Young  said. 


“But  I’m  not  one  to  drop  something 
once  its  started,  and  I’m  not  going 
to  drop  the  ball." 

Instead  of  just  dropping  the  is- 
sue, Young  persevered  to  change 
the  misrepresentation  of  commu- 
nity colleges. 

‘The  stereotype  is  not  accu- 
rate," Young  said.  “Students  need 
to  get  respect  for  their  hard  work 
they  put  in  for  their  education." 

Along  the  tour,  Young’s  motor- 
cycle will  be  ridden  part  of  the  way 
and  will  be  put  in  a trailer  pulled 
by  a Dodge  Ram,  both  donated,  to 
make  up  for  time. 

Additionally,  the  trip  is  not 
being  financed  by  NSCC  but  by  the 
local  community,  and  each  college 
on  Young’s  route  is  providing  as- 
sistance with  such  things  as  food 
and  lodging.  Other  supporters  and 
bike  enthusiasts  are  welcome  to 
join  in  part  of  or  the  entire  trip. 

Upon  arriving  in  California, 
Young  will  visit  Los  Angeles  Com- 
munity College  before  going  to  the 
NBC  Burbank  studios  to  attempt  to 
have  a face-to-face  conversation 
with  Leno. 

Although  local  NBC  affiliates 
will  be  covering  the  story  at  each 
tour  stop,  Young  is  not  sure  whether 
she  will  be  able  to  meet  with  Leno 
or  even  appear  on  the  show. 

"I’m  not  sure  if  I’ll  get  time  to 
spend  with  Leno,”  Young  said. 
However,  she  noted,  "It  is  great  to 
get  national  attention  for  commu- 
nity colleges  and  what  we  do." 

Young  does  not  plan  to  end  the 
matter  if  she  is  unsuccessful  with 
Lena. 

“As  president,  I will  always  be 
an  advocate  for  community  col- 
leges,” Young  said.  “It’s  nice  for  the 
national  forum,  but  I will  continue 
to  serve  my  community. 

"Any  place,  any  time  there’s  an 
audience  to  listen,  I’ll  be  there.” 

Young  also  received  a letter 
from  a community  college  newspa- 
per in  New  York.  Included  in  the 
letter  was  an  article  and  accompa- 
nying photo  from  the  ‘70s — of 
Leno  performing  stand-up  comedy 
at  that  particular  community  col- 
lege. 

“So  I guess  he.  too.  got  his  start 
at  a community  college,"  Young 
said. 


The  study  of  science  has  always  been  central  to  the 
mission  of  Benedictine  University.  Some  of  our 
earliest  teachers  were  pioneers  in  the  fields  of  biolog)-, 
nuclear  physics  and  space  exploration.  At  Benedictine, 
you  will  use  the  latest  technology  to  carry  on  that 
tradition  of  excellence  in  the  sciences.  We  will  provide 
you  with  a foundation  that  will  enable  you  to  reach 
out  and  become  part  ot  a rapidly  advancing  world. 


Attend  our  Science  Open  House 


I Learn  why  Benedictine  University  has  earned 
a reputation  for  excellence  in  the  sciences. 

• Saturday.  October  1,  2005  at 
Noon  in  the  Krasa  Student  Center 

°-iorD  Benedictine  University 


Lisle,  Illinois  * (630)  829-6300  • www.ben.edu/ug 


JJC  Irish  Dancers 
kick  up  a storm 


The  JJC  Irish  Dancers  are  just  one  of  the  many  clubs  and  organizations 
available  for  JJC  students  to  participate  in.  The  dancers,  who  often 
rehearse  on  the  bridge,  recently  took  part  In  Main  Street  to  entertain  and 
to  recruit  new  members.  More  than  40  JJC  clubs  and  organizations  took 
part  in  the  bi-annual  Main  Street  celebration.  Pictured  above,  from  left, 
are  JJC  Irish  Dancers  Club  members  Kris  George  and  Christina  Elliott. 
Not  pictured  Is  club  member  Jill  Koebuck,  who  also  took  part  in  the 
Main  Street  Celebration. 


College  celebrates 
Hispanic  Heritage 


Nikki  Caccamn 

Bands,  movies,  stories  and 
much,  much  more  are  being  offered 
all  the  way  through  Oct.  15  in  cel- 
ebration of  Hispanic  Heritage 
Month.  The  opening  ceremony  took 
place  on  Sept.  3 with  guest  speaker 
Dr.  Rosita  Lopez. 

Don’t  worry  if  you  missed  it, 
though — many  more  exciting  activi- 
ties have  been  scheduled  for  the 
entiremonth. 

“Hispanic  Heritage  Month  is  a 
celebration  of  a rich  culture  and  tra- 
ditions," said  Yolanda  Isaacs,  direc- 
tor of  Minority  Student  Affairs.  “It 
also  lets  us  recognize  that  America’s 
cultural  diversity  and  contributions 
of  all  its  citizens  have  shaped 
America  throughout  its  history.” 

Future  events  will  include: 

Sept.  22-  Live  music  from  a 
Mariachi  band  at  noon  on  the 
bridge.  Also,  student  speaker 
Aurelio  Benavidez  will  enlighten  us 
with  “The  Origin  and  History  of  the 
Term  ‘Hispanic/Latino,’’’  at  I p.m. 
on  the  bridge. 

Sept.  28-  A success  story  by 
guest  speaker  Marie  Orosco  Wilson 
will  lake  place  at  noon  on  the 


bridge. 

Sept.  29-  “Latinos  in  Higher 
Education"  will  include  panelists 
Dr.  Berta  Arias  and  Maricruz 
Ramos,  who  will  discuss  issues  of 
access,  retention  and  success  of 
Latinos.  It  will  take  place  at  noon 
on  the  bridge. 

Oct.  8-  The  Eighth  Annual 
Midwest  Hispanic  Student  Leader- 
ship Conference  will  be  held  at  the 
Hyatt  Regency  in  Chicago  from  8 
a.m.  to  5 p.m.  and  is  sponsored  by 
United  States  Hispanic  Leadership 
Institute. 

Oct.  13-  Latin  dance  lessons 
will  begin  at  noon  on  the  bridge. 

If  you  want  to  find  out  more 
about  different  cultural  experiences 
you  can  check  out  what  is  going  on 
this  month  in  the  various  programs 
celebrating  Hispanic  Heritage 
Month. 

For  further  questions,  Isaacs, 
located  in  room  D-1008,  will  be 
pleased  to  assist  you. 

"Joliet  Junior  College  is  a com- 
munity college  ‘rich  in  quality,  and 
today  and  everyday  is  a celebration 
of  our  diversity’ — come  celebrate 
diversity  with  us  this  month,"  Isaacs 
said. 


Major 

Business 

Elmhurst 


You  II  find  the  complete  package.  We  offer  you  a personal,  powerful  education 
designed  for  tomorrow’s  business  leaders— at  one  of  the  best  liberal  arts 
colleges  in  the  Midwest.  In  small  classes,  you’ll  work  face  to  face  with  professors 
who’ve  served  as  corporate  strategists,  technology  experts,  and  Fulbright 
scholars.  You’ll  conduct  actual  market  research  and  gain  real-world  experience — 
long  before  you  graduate.  And  you’ll  prepare  for  real  leadership  in  the  new 
global  world  of  business  and  society. 


CCS 


Contact  us! 

190  Prospect  Avenue 
Elmhurst,  Illinois  60126 

(630)  617-3400 
www.elmhurst.edu 


A Top  10  college. 

It’s  official:  Elmhurst  College  is 
among  the  best  in  the  Midwest. 
Check  out  “America's  Best 
Colleges  2006,”  the  influential 
study  by  U.S.News  & World 
Report.  For  the  third  year  in  a 
w,  Elmhurst  College  ranks 
among  the  top  10  comprehen- 
sive colleges  in  the  Midwest, 
according  to  the  survey-and  it’s 
the  only  college  in  Illinois  to 
appear  in  the  top  10  in  this  cate- 
gory. Elmhurst  also  appears  in 
the  Princeton  Review's  most 
recent  list  of  top  colleges  in  the 
Midwest,  earning  especially  high 
marks  for  financial  aid  offerings, 
faculty,  and  quality  of  life. 

Get  real. 

Our  first-rate  internship  program 
offers  you  opportunities  to  gain 
not  only  real-world  experience 


but  also  course  credit.  Selected 
sites  include  Allstate,  AT&T, 
Fifth  Third  Bank,  IBM,  Kceblcr, 
Marriott,  Merrill  Lynch, 

Minolta,  Motorola,  Smith 
Barney,  and  United  Airlines. 

And  through  our  unique  Small 
Business  Institute,  you'll  plunge 
into  the  process  of  solving 
authentic  business  problems. 

Go  far. 

You’ll  enjoy  unlimited  access  to 
field  experiences  throughout  the 
Chicago  area.  You'll  work  with 
major  international  corporations 
through  our  Hardin  Institute  for 
Market  Research.  You  can  even 
study  abroad  and  see  first-hand 
how  business  is  conducted  in 
Turkey,  Russia,  Morocco,  Costa 
Rica,  or  on  the  Pacific  Rim. 


Majors  in  Business 

• Accounting 

• Business  Administration 

• Economics 

• Finance 

• International  Business 

• Logistics  & Transportation 
Management 

• Management 

• Marketing 

• Music  Business 

For  students  24  and  up. 

Adult  learners  come  to  class 
already  well  equipped  with  skills, 
knowledge,  and  experience. 
Elmhurst  gives  credit  where  credit 
is  due.  You  can  earn  up  to  32 
semester  hours  for  significant 
learning  beyond  the  classroom. 
And  you  can  major  in  one  of  our 
fast-track  programs,  such  as  the 
Elmhurst  Management  Program, 
Managerial  Communication,  and 
Information  Technology. 


^ Elmhurst  College 
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Holistic  Wellness  kicks  off  new  year 


(Luke  ...JUllfftW 

Pamela  Dilday's  office  is  a 
scene  of  constant  hustle  and  bustle. 
She  is  always  preparing  for  some- 
thing, planning  a special  event,  or 
coordinating  the  next  big  commu- 
nity service  project.  Already  this 
year,  she  has  successfully  directed 
the  Community  Service  Kick-Off, 
Main  Street  and  has  had  a helping 
hand  in  innumerable  more  activi- 
ties specifically  designed  to  assist 
the  individual  student  here  at  JJC. 

Such  is  life  at  the  Office  of 
Holistic  Wellness,  an  entity  devel- 
oped exclusively  for  students’  well- 
being and  peace  of  mind.  The  of- 
f cc  has  been  a part  of  the  JJC  com- 
munity since  1997.  when  Dilday 
combined  the  then  current  alcohol 
awareness  program  and  the  school 
nurse’s  wellness  program. 

Holistic  Wellness  refers  to  a 
person’s  total  health,  including  nu- 
tritional, occupational,  social,  emo- 
tional, physical,  intellectual,  envi- 
ronmental and  spiritual.  Working 
to  satisfy  the  wide  range  of  pres- 
sures that  affect  students  everyday 
is  no  easy  accomplishment,  espe- 
cially given  the  diversity  of  our 
community  and  the  demands  that 
college  life  can  have  on  an  indi- 
vidual. 

The  office  accomplishes  its 
cause  by  sponsoring  several  stu- 
dent-led groups,  individual  coun- 
seling, an  alcohol  awareness  pro- 
gram, volunteer  opportunities  and 


assorted  literature  and  videos  of 
countless  topics  with  references 
for  further  exploration.  The  Stu- 
dent Wellness  Council  and  the  Stu- 
dent Athletic  Council  spearhead 
the  student  groups  active  in  pro- 
moting wellness  on  campus  and 
sponsor  yearly  activities  designed 
to  help  in  everyday  life. 

Anyone  walking  through 
campus  probably  couldn't  help  no- 
ticing the  huge  amount  of  activity 
on  the  bridge  and  concourse  Sept. 
14-15.  All  of  JJC's  extracurricu- 
lar clubs  and  organizations  were 
out  in  full  force  in  a once-per-se- 
mester  event  called  Mainstreet. 
The  driving  purpose  of  Mainstreet 
is  to  build  awareness  about  the 
more  than  40  groups  that  contrib- 
ute to  the  JJC  community.  Students 
walking  down  the  concourse  were 
inundated  with  information  from 
the  various  organizations,  which 
include  the  Epicurean  Club,  the 
Student  Horticultural  Association, 
the  Black  Student  Union  and  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  just  to  name  a few. 

Students  were  free  to  take  lit- 
erature, ask  questions,  and  even 
sign  up  for  whichever  organization 
they  were  interested  in.  Mainstreet 
introduces  students  to  the  other 
aspects  of  collegiate  life  and  en- 
courages a more  active  role  in  our 
community.  Too  often,  students  go 
through  the  paces  of  college  life, 
seemingly  detached  and  uninter- 
ested. Student  participation  their 


community  activities  elevates  the 
experience  for  all  involved. 

Coming  up  on  Oct.  5 is  the 
Volunteer  Fair,  held  on  the  con- 
course outside  of  buildings  C 
through  E from  10  a.m.  to  1 p.m. 
The  Volunteer  Fair  consists  of  ap- 
proximately 20  organizations  inter- 
ested in  recruiting  community  vol- 
unteers to  help  their  causes.  Orga- 
nizations this  year  include  the 
United  Way,  the  Girl  Scouts,  the 
YMCA,  and  CASA  (Court  Ap- 
pointed Special  Advocates  of  Will 
County).  The  organizations  in- 
volved help  to  support  our  commu- 
nity through  a variety  of  social 
events,  outreach  programs  and  help 
groups. 

Hurricane  benefit 

Twelve  local  bands  are  get- 
ting together  Oct.  2 at  the  Frank- 
fort VFW  Post  1493  grounds  at 
22057  S.  Pfeiffer  Road  to  per- 
form a free  benefit  concert  for 
victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

The  concert  and  other  ac- 
tivities will  run  from  2-10  p.m. 
Food  and  refreshment  vendors 
will  be  present. 

Sponsored  by  “Committee 
12"  Hurricane  Relief,  in  con- 
junction with  VFW  Post  1493, 
the  event  will  also  include  raffles 
of  guitars  and  other  items.  I 

Donations  will  be  accepted 
for  Salvation  Army  relief  efforts. 


“GSU’s  professional  faculty  and  staff  made  all  of 
the  difference  in  the  world.  My  educational 
experience  was  a very  hands-on,  personal  one.” 

Angie  Kaysen 
Luzbetak 

JJC  Transfer  and  Multicultural 
Services  Coordinator 
CSV  Graduate  - 
Master’s  of  Counseling 

Governors  State  University 
The  right  choice  for  JJC  faculty  and 
staff  - the  right  choice  for  you. 

Learn  how  you  can  complete  your  degree  today! 

47  degree  programs  available 
Bachelor’s  and  master's  programs 
Lowest  public  university  tuition  in  the  state 
Financial  aid  lor  part-time  students 
On-campus  child  care 
Job  placement  assistance 

For  more  information  call  708.534.4490 
or  e-mail  gsunow  t^govst.edu 


Governors  \ University  Parkway 
University  Universit>  Pork,  1L  60466 
empower  yourself  Affordable  • Professional  • Accessible 


6 


Photo  by  Erin  Guzik 


Mildred  Holmes,  sponsor  of  the  Black  Student  Union,  speaks  to 
potential  new  member,  Alexander  Trent,  during  the  Main  Street 
celebration  on  September  15. 


Two  productions  set 
to  begin  theater  season 


good  idea  to  leave  the  kids  at  home, 
it’s  a great  time  for  an  adult  audi- 


The  Pulitzer  Prize-winning 
play  “Crimes  of  the  Heart"  will 
be  hitting  the  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege stage  Thursday  through 
Sunday,  Oct.  6-9.  The  curtain 
will  open  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Thurs- 
day, 8 p.m.  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day and  2:30  p.m.  on  Sunday. 
“Crimes  of  the  Heart"  is  directed 
by  Clay  Kirkland. 

“The  production  is  ex- 
tremely funny,”  said  Kirkland. 
"It’s  very  southern,  and  fun,  but 
there  are  also  some  valuable 
points  to  be  taken  away  from  a 
show  like  this.” 

“Crimes  of  the  Heart"  fea- 
tures three  sisters  who  are  trying 
to  deal  with  life  in  a small  Mis- 
sissippi town.  The  focus  is  on 
“overcoming  differences  in  or- 
der to  take  on  some  new,  current 
challenges,"  said  Kirkland. 

In  order  to  overcome  these 
challenges,  the  sisters  depend  on 
“sugar  and  spice  and  every 
known  vice.” 

JJC  students  Ludmilla 
Lucheck,  Katie  Brisick,  Katey 
Knutson.  Kayla  Yost,  James 
Polack,  and  Cody  Gierat  are  all 
part  of  this  show’s  cast. 

Kirkland,  who  hopes  that 
his  audiences  can  come  and  en- 
joy themselves  during  this  pro- 
duction, said  "although  ‘Crimes 
of  the  Heart’  does  have  some 
adults  themes  in  it,  and  it’s  a 


ence.” 

Also  taking  place  on  Joliet 
Junior  College’s  stage  later  this  fall 
is  the  Off-Broadway  success  “Get- 
ting Out.”  The  show  is  directed  by 
Nikki  Blowers.  This  show  will  pre- 
mier on  Thursday,  Nov.  10  and  go 
through  Nov.  13.  Again,  the  curtain 
will  open  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Thursday, 
8 p.m.  on  Friday  and  Saturday  and 
2:30  p.m.  on  Sunday. 

This  heartfelt  drama  features 
cast  members  Rachel  K.  L.  Glim, 
Michelle  Shields,  Matt  Steffen, 
Mark  Wietting,  Andrew  Bender, 
Jacob  Welch,  Amanda  M.  Stechly, 
Jaime  Vargas,  Kim  Koukas,  Nathan 
Martin,  Jonathan  Daniel  Steinbach, 
Samantha  Pastorik,  and  Cleopatra 
Agee. 

According  to  the  New  York 
Times,  “Getting  Out”  is  “a  blaze  if 
theatrical  energy."  The  show  pro- 
files a young  woman  who  has  re- 
cently been  released  from  prison 
and  is  trying  to  be  rehabilitated  back 
into  the  everyday  world.  She  also 
has  to  overcome  her  past. 

‘This  show  definitely  shows 
that  everyone  has  a past  to  over- 
come and  that  everyone  comes  from 
some  sort  of  background,"  said 
Blowers.  “Getting  Out”  also  has 
many  adult  themes  and  is  recom- 
mended for  an  adult  audience. 
Blowers  said  "Getting  Out"  is  a 
heartfelt,  challenging  and  overall 
intriguing  show." 


Photo  by  Erin  Guzik 

Aurello  Benavidez  III  and  Arianna  Farias  converse  at  the  Latinos 
Unldos  table  during  the  Main  Street  celebration. 
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Frank  Miller,  Kevin  Smith  highlight  Wizard  World  Chicago  2005 


Mali 


Sheehan 

Sin  City  creator  and  co- 
director Frank  Miller  and  Clerks 
director  Kevin  Smith  were  guests 
of  honor  at  Wizard  Entertainment’s 
annual  stop  in  Chicago,  Wizard 
World,  on  Aug.  4 through  Aug.  7. 

As  Wizard  World  mostly 
targets  comic  book  fans.  Miller  was 
in  attendance  to  promote  All-Star 
Batman  and  Robin  Boy  Wonder , his 
latest  comic  book  project  with 
famed  comic  artist  Jim  Lee.  Still, 
Miller  could  do  nothing  to  escape 
the  rabid  fans  of  his  graphic  novel 
series,  Sin  City,  and  its  film  adap- 
tation from  earlier  this  year. 

Miller,  sporting  a Sin  City 
baseball  cap,  signed  autographs  on 
the  convention  floor — posters, 
comic  books  and  other  merchan- 
dise ranging  from  Sin  City  to  his 
groundbreaking  Batman:  The  Dark 
Knight  Returns  to  his  own  creation, 
Elcktra  of  the  Daredevil  comics. 
He  and  Lee  also  signed  autographs 
for  special  ticket  holders  who 
waited  in  the  Disneyland-style  line 
near  the  fountain  at  the  Donald  E. 
Stephens  Convention  Center  in 
Rosemont. 

Those  fans  obsessed  with 
Miller  brought  anything  and  every- 
thing they  had  of  Miller’s  to  have 
him  sign.  For  me,  it  was  something 
more  special:  a picture  with  him, 
as  1 was  dressed  as  Marv  with  white 
bandages  and  all. 

For  geeks  everywhere. 
Miller’s  appearance  was  only  the 
tip  of  the  iceberg,  so  to  speak. 
Smith,  director,  writer,  and  actor  of 
the  independent  cult  film  Clerks , 
created  a buzz  like  no  other.  Like 
last  year,  his  question-and-answer 


session  entertained  fans  jammed 
into  the  sweaty  and  stuffy  ballroom. 
The  temperature  created  by  the 
hoards  of  warm  bodies  did  not 
phase  the  fans. 

Smith  is  known  to  turn  the 
question-and-answer  sessions  into 
his  own  stand-up  routine.  When 
asked  any  given  question.  Smith 
would  answer  it  in  no  less  than  10 
minutes  with  crude  jokes,  behind- 
the-scenes  stories  and  four-letter 
words.  On  this  particular  day.  he  did 
a two-and-a-half  hour  show,  last- 
ing 30  minutes  past  the  show's  clos- 
ing lime. 

Smith  fielded  his  first  ques- 
tion concerning  his  involvement  in 
the  upcoming  film  Catch  and  Re- 
lease, in  which  he  co-stars  with 
Deadwood' s Timothy  Olyphant 
and  best  pal  Ben  Affleck’s  wife  Jen- 
nifer Garner.  Smith  quickly  com- 
mented that  he  was  very  flattered 
to  be  contacted  by  Catch  and  Re- 
lease director  Susannah  Grant,  not 
to  write  or  produce  but  to  act. 

But  the  ’’answer"  he  gave  was 
about  how  he  was  angry  at  Affleck 
during  the  filming  the  movie.  Smith 
said  that  one  day  he  found  out  that 
Gamer  was  reportedly  pregnant  by 
Affleck,  and  soon  after  that.  Gar- 
ner and  Affleck  were  allegedly  en- 
gaged. 

“When  you  (have  sex)  with 
Garner,  isn’t  that  something  you 
want  to  call  your  best  friend  and 
brag  about?"  Smith  said. 

Such  is  the  format  in 
which  Smith  fields  and  answers 
questions.  Other  highlights  include 
a tale  of  how  a fan  came  up  to  Smith 
looking  for  an  autograph.  After  he 
signed,  the  fan  said  that  the  first  let- 


Photo  by  Ian  Wright 

Kevin  Smith  takes  questions  from  the  crowd  at  Wizard  World  Chicago. 

ter  didn’t  look  like  an  ‘M’.  She  had  ishly  as  the  first  one,"  Smith  said  of 
thought  Smith  was  Michael  Moore,  a conversation  he  had  with  his  pro- 
“No.  I’m  the  other  fat,  ducer.  "Because  if  you  suddenly 


bearded  one,’"  Smith  said  he  re- 
sponded with. 

When  a fan  told  Smidi  that 


nake  it  real  good,  how  is  it  related 
CkrksT 

Smith  said  that,  in  the  end,  its 


e his  heroes.  Smith  wanted  going  fall  somewhere  in  between. 


him  to  "qualify  that"  by  naming  his 
other  heroes. 


Miller  and  Smith  were  not  the 
only  highlights  of  the  convention. 


“It’s  pretty  much  just  you,  Lucasfilm  Director  of  Fan  Relations 
Bruce  Campbell  and  Yoda,"  the  fan  Steve  Sansweel  gave  attendees 
said  to  loud  cheers.  "The  Future  of  Star  Wars”  presen- 

‘This  is  the  only  place  that  tation. 

would  get  applauded,"  Smith  said.  During  the  presentation, 
The  most  important  ques-  Sansweet  praised  the  quality  of  the 
lion  on  most  fans’  minds,  however,  summer  films  such  as  Batman  Be 
gins  and  War  of  the  Worlds. 

“But  this,  indeed,  was  the  sum- 


was  The  Passion  of  the  Clerk. 
Smith’s  sequel  to  his  cult  hit. 


Smith  announced  that  film-  mer  of  Star  Wars,"  Sansweet  said. 


ing  for  the  Clerks  sequel  would  start 
Sept.  19. 


Sansweet  begai 
Lucasfilms'  move  to 


with 


Additionally,  another  question  Lelterman  Digital  Arts  Center  on  the 
was  if  Clerks  2 would  be  visually  old  Presidio  army  base  in  Sun  Fran- 
more  like  Clerks  or  like  Smith's  later  cisco.  According  to  Sansweet,  it  will 
work.  bring  all  the  divisions  of  Lucusfilm, 

“It’s  got  to  be  shot  as  amateur-  such  as  video  game  division 


Lucasarts  and  special  effects  de- 
partment Industrial  Light  and 
Magic,  into  one  building,  allowing 
easier  access  and  better  work  from 
all  divisions. 

For  example,  if  1LM  is  doing 
computer-generated  imagery  for  a 
movie.  Lucasarts  can  use  that  same 
work  to  create  the  film-based  video 
game. 

Sansweet 's  biggest  announce- 
ment, however,  was  one  that  was 
already  known  to  most  in  the  ball- 
room: Star  Wars:  Episode  III  Re- 
venge of  the  Sitli  will  be  released  on 
DVD  on  Nov.  I. 

Features  will  include  the 
slarwars.com  web  documentaries 
and  deleted  scenes,  one  of  which 
was  shown  to  attendees,  with  all 
CGI  work  completed  by  ILM. 

Two  short  films  were  shown. 
The  first  defined  the  end  of  the  jour- 
ney for  George  Lucas.  Prequel  pro- 
ducer Rick  McCnllum,  actors  Ewan 
McGregor,  Hayden  Christensen, 
Samuel  L.  Jackson  and  Ian 
McDiarmid  and  Lucas  himself  were 
shown  commenting  on  the  saga  and 
their  involvement. 

The  second  was  a montage  of 
clips  and  images  form  the  entire  Star 
Wars  saga,  set  against  composer 
John  Williams'  famous  score.  That 
alone  brought  goose  humps  to  (he 
surface  of  most  in  the  room. 

With  Miller,  Smith  and 
Sansweet,  Wizard  World  Chicago 
2005  was  enough  to  keep  geeks  in- 
terested until  next  year's  convention 
on  Aug.  3 through  Aug.  6 at  the 
Donald  E.  Stephen’s  Convention 
Center  in  Rosemont. 


To  All  JJC  Students,  Faculty,  and  Staff 


For  a GREAT  Fall  Rush! 

From  Your  Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore! 


Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 

The  ONL  Y Bookstore  Owned  and  Operated  by 
Joliet  Junior  College! 

Regular  Store  Hours-  J/IluHding 
Monday  - Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 

Phone:  815-280-6767 
Email:  boo  kstorefa/ jjc.edu 
On  the  Web:  www.jjcbookstorc.com 


Coming  Soon! 

To  Your  JJC  Bookstore 

Just  In  Time  For 
Holiday  Gift  Giving! 

Vera  Bradley  Products 
Handbags,  Duffels,  Totes, 
Wallets,  Wristlets, 
Satchels,  and  More! 


JJC  Required  and  Optional  Textbooks,  Class  Supplies,  Computer  Software,  JJC  Clothing,  Hook  Bags, 
Gift  Ideas,  Greeting  Cards,  Candy,  Snacks,  and  More! 


Remember  - The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day! 
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New  season  means  new  entertainment 


college ’ program 


Wi,  vf-f 

JF  vV 

- 


Dream  it.  Do  it.  Disney. 


1108  HOUBOLT  RD. 

815.730.6048 


FRESH. 

FAST. 

TASTY. 


JIMMY 

JOHNS 


UNIVERSITY  OF 

ST.  FRANCIS 


MAGIC.  EXPERIENCE. 
PAID  INTERNSHIP. 


Segel)  asks  his  girlfriend.  Lily 
(Alison  Hannigan),  for  her  hand 
in  marriage.  Marshall’s  friend,  Ted 
(Josh  Radnor),  comes  to  the  mo- 
mentous decision  that  he  himself 
had  better  find  his  soul  mate  as 
well.  The  show  starts  with  Ted  tell- 
ing his  story  to  his  children  about 
all  the  wrong  moves  he  made  in 
getting  their  mother.  Watch  as  Ted 
tries  to  woo  the  woman  of  his  fu- 
ture on  CBS,  starting  Sept.  19. 

Sex,  Love,  and  Secrets 

There  are  never  too  many  se- 
crets for  a small  town  to  handle. 


Attend  the  upcoming  Disney  College  Program  presentation 
and  discover  how  to  get  your  magical  edge! 

Paid  internships  are  available  for  all  levels. 

Open  to  all  majors,  Freshmen  through  Senioi 


Tired  of  the  old  TV  shows 
playing  the  same  episodes  over 
and  over  again  during  the  sum- 
mer? Well,  now  that  summer’s 
over  and  the  new  school  year  has 
started,  why  not  take  a break  from 
studying  and  watch  some  new 
shows  that  might  get  you  hooked? 
Here  is  some  background  on  the 
new  shows  that  are  coming  to  the 
tube  this  fall. 

Everybody  Hates  Chris 

Set  in  1980s  Brooklyn,  Chris 
Rock  narrates  the  life  of  his  child- 
hood. Rock's  childhood  experi- 
ences and  embarrassments  will 
make  the  whole  family  laugh  out 
loud.  His  mother,  played  by 
Tichina  Arnold,  blames  everything 
on  Rock,  whether  it’s  eating  the 


largest  piece  of  chicken,  or  both- 
ering his  little  sister.  The  father, 
played  by  Terry  Crews,  is  a con- 
summate penny-pincher.  constantly 
telling  his  children  the  exact  cost 
of  every  little  thing,  including  the 
49  cents  lost  on  spilled  milk.  Noth- 
ing goes  right  for  Rock,  from  be- 
ing the  only  black  student  at  an  all 
white  school  to  his  younger  brother 
getting  all  the  girls. 

The  show  is  said  to  be  the  fun- 
niest sitcom  of  the  new  fall  season. 
So,  watch  the  comedian  we  all 
know  and  love  as  a 1 3-year-old  boy 
on  UPN,  starting  Sept.  22. 

How  I Met  Your  Mother 

A comedic  story  told  from  the 
future  in  flashbacks.  The  show  is 
set  in  the  year  2030  and  flashes 
back  to  2005.  Marshall  (Jason 


Constitution  Quiz 


Silver  Lake  holds  more  than  just  a 
group  of  friends  in  the  TV  show. 
Denise  Richards,  James 
Stevenson,  Lauren  German  and 
many  more  actors  have  all  come 
together  as  friends. 

There  are  tons  of  drama, 
backstabbing,  love,  friendship  and 
everything  you  can  imagine  in  one 
show!  Watch  as  friends  cause  one 
another  more  pain  than  happiness 
this  fall  on  UPN. 

Close  to  Home 

Like  Suspense?  Well,  here’s 
(a  show  that  will  keep  anyone 


watching  on  the  edge  of  their 
seat.  A prosecutor  named  Jenni- 
fer (Annabeth  Chase)  takes  a 
case  about  a woman  being  ac- 
cused of  trying  to  bum  her  own 
house  down  with  her  kids  and 
herself  inside. 

Her  side  of  the  story  is  that 
her  husband  locked  her  and  her 
kids  in  the  house  for  two  years. 
She  says  that  burning  the  house 
would  be  the  only  way  out.  Will 
Jennifer  be  able  to  unbury  the 
real  truth  from  the  ashes  of  the 
house?  CBS  on  Tuesdays  might 
never  be  the  same. 


CONTINUE  YOUR 


ijouAwea 

ifight  future,  and  as  **  — / 


ATUSF 


ur  education  is  a journey  toward  independence  and  a bright 
transfer  student  you  already  have  a great  start.  By  enrolling  in  USF,  you 
a world  where  you  will  challenge  yourself  to  grow  and  discover  with  a 
fly  of  learners  just  like  you. 


At  USF  you  will  find: 

• A values  based  education- with 
more  than  60  undergraduate  areas 
of  study 

• A strong  sense  of  family 

• Generous  scholarships  specifically 
for  transfer-students 


Completely  renovated  residence 
hall  with  wireless  access,  study 
lounges,  private  courtyard  and 

Connections  between  the 
classroom  and  the  real  world 


Call  us  today  at 
(800)735-7500  or 
visit 

www.stfrancis.edu/admissions 

/\H-ev\<A  oiw 

oPEn  HoU'SE! 


oCT.  ZV,  3 - S'  Pm 


There  is  a law  that  requires 
every  school  that  receives  fed- 
eral funds — including  universi- 
ties— to  show  students  a pro- 
gram on  the  U.S.  Constitution? 
What  is  Joliet  Junior  College 
doing  to  fulfill  that  requirement? 
A CONSTITUTION  QUIZ! 

The  Office  of  Student  Ac- 
tivities, Financial  Aid  and  the 
Student  Government  at  Joliet 
Junior  College  combined  to  cre- 


ate a constitution  quiz  for  stu- 
dents during  their  semester 
Mainstreet  program.  Students 
could  take  the  quiz  until  Mon- 
day, Sept.  19.  Every  student  who 
received  90  percent  or  belter  was 
entered  into  a raffle  for  a prize 
to  be  drawn  on  Monday. 

Check  the  October  issue  of 
the  Blazer  for  information  about 
the  program  on  the  Constitution 
and  the  winner  of  the  drawing. 


Joliet  Junior  College 
T1001 

3:00  pm  • Tuesday  • September  27  • 2005 


Recruiting  for  Walt  Disney  World"  Resort,  FL 

PRESENTATION  ATTENDANCE  IS  REQUIRED  I PREPARE  ONLINE  AT 

disneycollegeprogram.com 


AT  YOUR  OWN 

RISK* 


UPS  salutes  Jacob  and  his  intelligent 
solution  to  furthering  his  education. 

Considering  everything  that  a college  student  has  to  pay 
for,  you  might  want  to  consider  a part-time  job  with  UPS, 
which  provides  a nice  paycheck  and  benefits.  Qualify  for 
our  Earn  and  Learn®  Program,  and  you'll  also  receive  help 
with  your  education-related  expenses. 

Learn  more  about  Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportunities 
at  the  UPS  Hodgkins  Facility  (1-55  & 1-294  • South  Suburbs) 
and  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn®  Program  offered  through 
Joliet  Junior  College  today!  Please  contact  Essence  Brass  at: 

708-387-3471  or  visit:  www.upsjobs.com/chicago 
Access  Code:  4404 


4 & ^ 

% 

FEa 


Earn  . 

a and 

Learn 


Get  as  much  as 

$23,000*  in  College 
Financial  Assistance 


'Program  guidelines  apply 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


"The  day  I started  taking  advantage 
of  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn®  Program 
they  took  care  of  everything.  All  the 
fees,  all  the  books  and  I definitely 
recommend  UPS." 
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CHEF’S  TABLE  continued  from  page  3 


throughout  the  year.  They  make  the 
desserts,  cook  the  food  and  even 
service  the  tables  for  the  customers. 

Students  don’t  get  paid  for 
their  time;  all  money  generated  by 
the  program  goes  back  into  it  to  buy 
items  needed  for  the  next  menu. 
Some  of  the  money  from  die  pro- 
gram is  given  to  student  aid  here  at 
Joliet  Junior  College.  Even  die  tips 
patrons  leave  for  their  servers  are 
put  to  the  program’s  use.  What  is 
left  over  from  the  money  is  used  to 
buy  new  cooking  equipment. 

The  menu  is  always  new  and 
different.  “This  program  is  the  only 
one  out  there  that  the  menu  changes 
every  day,”  Vonhoff  said.  "CHIC 
(Cooking  and  Hospitality  Institute 
of  Chicago)  and  Robert  Morris  Col- 


lege may  have  a dining  room  run 
by  their  students,  but  the  menu  is 
the  same  a few  days  in  a row.” 

Vonhoff  oversees  all  aspects  of 
the  Chef’s  Table,  making  sure  rules 
arc  followed  and  the  place  is  clean. 
"I  give  my  students  basic  param- 
eters and  they  go  from  there," 
Vonhoff  said. 

This  helps  students  gain  a lot 
of  classroom  experience,  as  well  as 
providing  money  for  the  Chef's 
Table  to  continue. 

All  the  food  is  made  from 
scratch,  and  prep-work  sometimes 
can  start  early  in  the  morning  or 
even  in  the  student’s  free  time.  Fif- 
teen to  20  servings  of  each  meal  are 
prepared  early.  If  they  run  out  of 
entrees  because  a meal  is  so  popu- 


lar, the  students  must  scramble  to 
find  a way  to  fill  the  order. 

The  Chef’s  Table  feeds  about 
30-40  people  a day,  giving  diners  a 
bit  of  elegance  with  their  meal. 
There  is  also. an  action  station  where 
meals  are  prepared  right  in  front  of 
the  customer,  which  provides  a 
show  along  with  the  meal.  All  the 
food  is  served  on  place  settings,  and 
even  the  art  students  are  lending  a 
hand  by  switching  out  the  paintings 
on  the  walls  in  the  dining  area. 

If  you  want  to  see  samples  of 
each  day’s  menu,  a display  case 
shows  examples  of  each  meal.  So, 
as  Vonhoff  says,  instead  of  spend- 
ing the  money  on  a Big  Mac  and 
fries,  why  not  come  down  to  the 
Chef’s  Table  for  some  good  food. 


DO  YOU  LIKE 
TO  TAKE 
PHOTOS? 

The  Blazer  is 

STILL  LOOKING  FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHERS! 
NEWSPAPER 
EXPERIENCE  IS 
NOT  NECESSARY.  IF 
YOU  ARE 
INTERESTED, 
PLEASE  CONTACT 

the  Blazer  at 
Ext.  2313 


speedtak 

Unlimited  SpeedTalk  Minutes 
Walkie-talkie-style  service 

• 1000  Anytime  Minutes 

• $49.95  per  month 

• AOL"  Instant  Messenger"  service  - FREE  Trial 

• Buy  1 and  get  up  to  3 
LG  UX4750  phones  FREE 

(with  2-year  contracts  and  mail-in  rebates) 

l^U.S.  Cellular 

1-888-BUY-USCC  • GETUSC.COM 


J-foroscopes 

CJprlcoro 

Next  week,  you  will  get  lost  in 
West  Virginia  and  join  a camie 
bowling  league.  For  the  next  two 
years,  you  will  endlessly  gorge 
yourself  on  turkey  jerky  and  ciga- 
rette butts. 

tfqurrlus 

How  many  times  do  we  have 
to  tell  you?  It’s  Istanbul,  not 
Constantinople!  If  you  confuse 
these  again,  the  government  of  Tur- 
key will  arrest  you  and  force  you  to 
clean  bathrooms  in  the  Hagia 
Sophia. 

Pisces 

While  eating  a southwest 
chicken  wrap  from  the  JJC  cafete- 
ria, you  will  be  inspired  to  buy  a 
timeshare  in  New  Mexico.  Upon 
your  arrival  at  your  new  summer 
home,  singer/actress  Mandy  Moore 
will  present  you  with  a gift  of  a 
hand-carved  lawn  gnome. 

:4rles 

While  sightseeing  in  Chicago, 
a crazy,  half-naked  woman  will  run 
up  to  you  screaming  “I  love  lamp! 

I love  lamp!” 

■fjttrus 

After  returning  from  your  long 
vacation  in  the  Swiss  Alps,  you  will 
be  shocked  to  discover  that  the 
horses  of  the  Kentucky  Derby  have 
been  replaced  with  exceptionally 
large  alpacas. 

Qemln! 

Your  talent  agent  will  book  you 
for  an  appearance  on  Telemundo. 
Unfortunately  for  the  audience,  you 
will  be  wearing  a wetsuit  and  eye 
shadow.  Sadly,  you  will  never  ap- 
pear on  Spanish  television  again. 

Cancer 

While  pigging  out  on  ice  cream 
after  being  dumped  by  your  signifi- 
cant other,  you  will  get  brain  freeze 
and  fall  into  a trance.  A blue  fairy 
will  tell  you  to  devote  the  rest  of 
your  life  to  stealing  balloons  from 
third-graders. 

L«o 

While  sitting  on  the  roof  of  Al’s 
Steak  House  and  playing  the  trom- 
bone, you  will  be  attacked  by  a flock 
of  hungry  seagulls.  Fortunately,  you 
brought  your  bag  of  donut  holes. 
Seagulls  will  regard  you  as  their 
master  for  the  rest  of  your  natural 
life. 

Virgo 

You  will  dream  that  you  are 
Spartacus.  When  you  awaken,  your 
delusions  of  grandeur  will  cause 
you  to  be  extremely  egotistical  and 
your  friends  will  all  abandon  you. 
In  your  lonely  wanderings,  you  will 
find  a group  of  out-of-work  gladia- 
tors who  will  accept  you  as  one  of 
their  own. 

Llbrj 

Bad  luck  and  misfortune  will 
infest  your  weak,  pathetic  soul  for 
all  eternity. . .oh  wait. . .we  read  from 
the  wrong  sign.  Never  mind! 

Scorpio 

The  Lord  of  the  Rings  trilogy 
will  inspire  you  to  throw  away  your 
previous  lifestyle  and  devote  your- 
self to  the  way  of  the  Hobbit.  As  a 
result  of  your  new  life,  you  will  di- 
rect the  big-budget  film  “Hobbits 
Gone  Wild!” 

Ssgltt?rlus 

Beware  of  the  fat  man  in  the 
yellow  suit!  He  will  bring  you  tid- 
ings of  death  and  destruction.  To 
ward  off  this  bad  omen,  slock  up  on 
lighter  fluid,  paper  clips,  and  bits 
of  string. 
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September  21.  2005 


Volleyball 
rival  COD 


Adcycmi 


JJC’s  Lady  Wolves  volley- 
ball team  evened  it’s  record  at 
6-6  (2-1)  with  a win  over  arch 
rival  College  of  DuPage  (Glen 
Ellyn,  III.)  last  Thursday.  The 
Lady  Wolves  beat  the  Chapar- 
rals in  three  games  30-25,30-26 
and  32-30. 

The  Lady  Wolves  will  now 
focus  on  the  Wolfpack  Chal- 
lenge hosted  by  JJC  Sep.23-24. 

Leading  the  Lady  Wolves  is 
first-year  head  coach  Emily 
Marino,  a former  Division  I soft- 
ball  player  for  the  University  of 
Florida. 

“Though  our  team  is  young, 
we  have  a good  chance  to  win 
our  region,"  says  the  26-year-old 
Marino. 

The  Lady  Wolves,  missing 
the  presence  of  freshmen 
Analecia  Santiago  (shoulder  in- 
jury) and  Heather  O'Neil  (shoul- 
der surgery)  will  rely  heavily  on 
the  experience  and  leadership  of 
their  team  captains  Emily  Soto 
and  Emily  Strammel. 

When  speaking  of  the  two 
injured  freshmen,  and  freshman 
libero  Court  Sweat,  Marion  ex- 
pressed high  hopes.  Libero  is  a 
newly  added  position  in  volley- 


team  defeats 
Chaparrals 

ball  that  is  similar  to  a nickel  or 
dime-back  in  football. 

“Ana  (Santiago)  will  defi- 
nitely be  a dominant  force  in  the 
middle.  Heather  is  the  future  and 
Court  can  go  to  a top-ten  univer- 
sity with  the  proper  grades," 
Marino  said.  “They  will  definitely 
be  the  difference-makers  this  sea- 

Soto,  Strammel,  and  freshman 
Erika  Novak  create  a spark  for  the 
team,  while  former  U.S.  Marine 
Rebecca  Stover  brings  leadership 
to  the  squad. 

“I  believe  my  many  experi- 
ences in  the  Marine  Corps  help  in- 
still leadership  in  each  of  my  team- 
mates,” said  Stover,  a four-year 
corporal  in  the  Marines.  “As  long 
as  we  play  with  intensity  and  unity, 
we  can  hold  our  own  against  any 
team.” 

Marino  is  assisted  by  assistant 
coach  Cyndy  Kiper,  who  is  an  ani- 
mated presence  at  Wolves  prac- 
tices. 

In  addition  to  hosting  the  tour- 
ney, the  Wolves  are  also  scheduled 
to  play  their  arch  rival  in  a re-match 
at  home  (Oct.  6).  and  have  a pair 
of  conference  matches  on  the  road 
against  conference  foes  Harper 
(Oct.  4),  and  Rock  Valley  (Oct.  1 1 ). 


Want  to 
write  FOR 
the  Blazer? 

Contact  the  Blazer 
AT  EXT.  2313,  OR  CHECK 
US  OUT  ON  LINE  AT 
WWW.JJC.EDU/BLAZER 


Check  out 
the  Blazer 
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TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Pa  rt-Time 

Full-Time 

Convenient 

Online 

Degree 

Short  Course 

Certificate 


IIT  provides  the  skills 
and  knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  100  degree 
and  certificate 
programs  available 


Transfer/Bachelor 
Degree  Programs: 


Information  Technology 
& Management 

Computer  & Information  Security 
Networking  S Communications 

& Entrepreneurship 


Software  Development 

Data  Management 

Internet  & Electronic  Commerce 

Industrial  Technology 
& Management 

Industrial  logistics 
Industrial  facilities 
Manufacturing  Technology 


Computer 

Science 

Electrical  & 

Computer 

Engineering 

Architecture 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Humanities 

Civil 

Engineering 

Psychology 


Transfer  Scholarships 
Available 

Wheaton  and  Chicago 
Campus  Locations 

Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  a bachelors  degree 
Make  an  appointment  with  an  adviser  today 


www.iit.edu 


(630)  682-6001 


.ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  T 

OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Sccrebcard 


PF  PA  PCT 


1 94  SO 


.667 


JJC  51,  LAKE  COUNTY 
CHIEF'S  6 

JOLIET  - The  Wolves 
started  the  ’05-’()6  football  sea- 
son on  Aug.  27  ul  Joliet  Memo- 
rial Sladium.  The  beginning  of 
head  football  coach  Bob 
MacDougall’s  27th  season-sixth 
at  JJC-slarted  off  well. 

Rcgurdless  of  the  luck  of 
preparedness  by  opponents, 
coaches  have  to  play  with  ihe 
curds  they  arc  dealt,  and  that  is 
just  whal  MacDougall  did  when 
he  found  himself  coaching 
against  a team  that  only  suited 
up  19  men.  MacDougull  went 
with  single-back  formations, 
split-back  formations,  option 
sets,  and  even  an  occasional 
shotgun  formation  on  offense. 
He  substituted  players  frequently 
to  gel  most  of  them  some  play- 
ing time. 

Sophomore  running  back 
Matt  Caficy  wasted  no  time  in 
getting  things  rolling,  scoring  a 
touchdown  in  just  over  two  min- 
utes from  the  opening  kickoff. 

JJC  16,  ROCK  VALLEY 
GOLDEN  EAGLES  14 

JOLIET- In  clear  skies  and 
warm  temperatures  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  3,  2005,  JJC  defeated  the 
Golden  Eagles  from  Rock  Val- 
ley Community  College  (Rock- 
ford. III.)  16-14  in  a defensive 
thriller. 

The  Golden  Eagles  started 
the  first  quarter  in  a spread  of- 
fense shotgun  formation,  and 
kept  it  for  most  of  the  game. 
Quarterback  Craig  Moore  drove 
the  Golden  Eagles  down  Lite  field 
on  their  opening  possession.  The 
Golden  Eagles  came  away  with 
a touchdown  and  a two-point 
conversion  on  the  possession. 

Sophomore  strong  safety 
Lamonl  Thomas,  a pre-season 
All-American  second  team  selec- 
tion. had  two  interceptions  and 


the  game-winning  play  late  in  the 
game.  With  less  than  two  minutes  rc- 
muining,  he  blocked  the  Golden 
Eagles  go-ahead  extra  point  attempt 
and  returned  it  95  yards  to  score  2 for 
the  Wolves,  giving  them  a 16- 14  lead 

"Wc  practice  that  every  day. 
Grand  Kupids  blocked  one  against 
them  lust  week,  and  wc Cttmc  from  the 
same  side  and  got  it,"  said  JJC  defen- 
sive coordinator  Jim  Angston. 

On  offense,  freshman  quarter- 
back Juson  Schuluclcr  led  the  way 
with  a 22-yard  touchdown  pass  to 
freshman  widc-out  Seun  Alexander, 
and  a 16-yard  scumpcr  to  pay  dirt  of 
his  own. 

Sophomore  running  back  Matt 
Caffcy  wus  a workhorse,  gaining  1 17 
yards  on  27  carries. 

HARPER  HAWKS  30,  JJC  27 

PALATINE  - JJC  was  defeated 
by  Midwest  Football  Conference  op- 
ponent Harper  College  ( Palatine,  III.) 
by  a score  of  30-27. 

Leading  the  attack  for  the  Wolves 
was  Malt  CalTey  with  a rushing  and 
receiving  touchdown,  along  with 
Brian  Miles,  who  hud  a receiving 
touchdown. 

Quarterback  Jason  Schluctcr 
threw  both  Cuffcy’s  and  Miles’s 
touchdown  pusses.  Schluctcr  recorded 
276  passing  yurds  on  the  day. 

Kicker  Stevc^vunisevic  had  un- 
other  perfect  day,  going  2-2  for  field 
goals  and  3-3  on  point  after  touch- 
down kicks  adding  to  the  offense. 

JJC  was  busy  on  the  defensive 
side  of  the  bull  as  well.  Lamonl  Tho- 
mus,  Steve  Oliver,  und  Dante 
Robinson  each  hud  one  interception. 
Thomas,  Scan  Richardson,  Dante 
Robinson  and  Lorenzo  Head  each  had 
5 solo  tuckles.  Jamcl  Anderson 
added  4 solo  tackles. 

VOLLEYBALL 

CONFERENCE  OVERALL 

2-1  6-6 

Kanhiikw  CC  Tovnmmem 

JJC  def.  Sauk  Valley  CC  23-30, 

30  27,  30-19,  30-22 

JJC  dcf.  Lake  Michigan  College 


30-20,  30-25.  29-31,  27-30.  15-4 
JJC  dcf.  Elgin  CC  30-10,  30-16. 
30-17 

McHenry  County  College  del. 

JJC  30-28.  30-24,  30-21 

Kankakee  CC  dcf.  JJC  30-16,  30-22, 

30-14 

JJC  at  Triton  CC 

JJC  def.  Triton  CC  30-12,  30-2.3,  30- 


tUaiivn  Harbor.  Midi} 

JJC  dcf.  Waubonscc  Col.  30-19, 
30-6 

Hope  College  (Holland,  MU  li.  KM. 
JJC  30-21.  21-30,  18-16 
Lake  Michigan  College  def.  JJC 
30-25,  30-26 

Calvin  College  (Gronil  Roi>id\, 
Mich.)  dcf.  JJC  30-28,  30-26 


EI(\il  III.) 

JJC  dcf.  College  of  Dul’ngc  30-22, 
30-20,  32-30 


MEN’S  SOCCER 


CONFERENCE  OVERALL 


3-1 


4-3 


Moraine  Valley  CC  6,  JJC  2 
College  of  Like  County  5,  JJC  3 
JJC  I.  Triton  CC0 
JJC  3,  Rock  Valley  CC  2 
JJC  2,  Harper  College  l 
JJC  6,  Kankakee  CC  I 
College  of  DuPage  2,  JJC  0 

WOMEN’S  SOCCER 

CONFERENCE  OVERALL 


2-1 


3-1 


JJC  5.  Seott  CC  ( Bettendorf,  lowa.)2 
JJC  2,  Rock  Valley  CC  I 
JJC  2,  Harper  College  I 
College  of  DuPage  10.  JJC  I 

For  more  information,  check 
out  the  JJC  Athletic  Website 
at  www.jjc.edu/athlctics 


One  night  a week 

could  change  your  life. 

Trinity  Christian  College -Adult  Studies.  Accelerated  Programs. 


In  as  little  as  two  years,  you  can  complete  your  bachelor’s  degree  and/or  earn  your  leaching 
certification.  Trinity’s  Adult  Studies  program  is  accolerated  and  meets  only  one  night  a week, 
to  give  you  maximum  benefits  with  minimal  interruption  to  your  daily  schedule. 


Choose  from: 

• Bachelor  ol  Science  in  Business 

(laptop  computer  included  ivilh  paid  luil 


Call  us  today  at  708.239.4768  for  more  information  and  to  receive  a no-obligation  transcript  evaluation. 


GSTRJNITYci 


MOMENTUM  FOR  LIFE 


Phone:  708.239.4768  Fax:  708.239.3983 


rw.tmty.edu/adultstudles 
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U/^  I W It... 


Captains  and  coaches:  A look  at  the  bond  connecting  leadership  and  coaching. 


Jim  Nelson 

For  a monlh  now,  I have 
been  gelling  acquainted  with  JJC 
sports.  As  the  sports  editor  of  this 
paper,  I feel  obligated  to  get  fa- 
miliar with  the  programs  the  staff 
writers  and  I will  cover. 

When  I arrived  here  from 
Diego  - where  I spent  most 
of  my  four-year  enlistment  in  the 
Navy  - I noticed  the  Joliet  city 
limits  sign  and  the  JJC  football 
National  Champions  sign  just 
below  it.  At  that  time,  I began 
focusing  on  the  fall  sports  here, 
and  on  one  of  the  most  well- 
known  junior  college  football 
programs  in  recent  history.  I be- 
came interested  in  finding  the 
driving  force  behind  the  program. 

On  all  Navy  ships,  there  is  a 
aptain.  Much  is  the  same  when 
alking  about  football,  except  in- 
stead of  a captain,  there  is  a head 
coach. 

The  best  run  ships  have  ex- 
perienced captains  who  care 
about  their  Sailors.  The  best  run 
football  programs  have  experi- 
enced coaches  who  care  about 
their  players. 

That  is  where  I began  to  in- 
filtrate my  mind  with  the  history 
and  background  of  JJC  head  foot- 
ball coach  Bob  MacDougall. 

Since  his 
;arly  days,  grow- 
ing up  in  the  De- 
troit area, 

MacDougall  has 
loved  the  game 
of  football.  How- 


Lloyd  Carr, 


MacDougall 

says,  ‘ I didn  I Bob  MacDouga 
know  I wanted  to  JJC  head  coacl 
coach  until 
my  sophomore  year  in  high 
school.  I was  influenced  then  by 
several  outstanding  coaches,  and 
decided  that  is  what  I wanted  to 
do." 

MacDougall  had  a dream, 


and  he  succeeded  at  it.  “I’m  very 
fortunate  I found  my  niche  and 
what  I wanted  to  do  at  an  early 
age,”  he  says. 

The  coach  is  in  the  National 
Junior  College  Athletic  Associa- 
tion hall  of  fame.  With  211  victo- 
ries, he  holds  second  place  in  the 
NJCAA  wins  column  for  active 
coaches. 

But  football  is  not  entirely 
about  winning.  MacDougall  finds 
it  necessary  to  have  a 
good  relationship  with 
his  players. 

“I  love  football,  I 
enjoy  the  atmosphere, 
and  1 enjoy  the  kids,"  he 
says. 

Captains  take  care 
of  their  men.  Most  of  the 
time,  a captain  is  the 
highest  ranked  person 
aboard  a Navy  ship. 

A head  football 
coach,  relatively  speaking,  is  the 
highest  ranked  person  in  the  locker 
room  or  on  the  sideline,  and  is  the 
one  going  over  his  battle  plan  with 
his  troops.  Except  here,  the  troops 
are  wearing  purple  and  black  uni- 
forms and  helmets. 

Captains  and  Coaches;  see  the 
similarities? 

Leadership  is  the  common  de- 
nominator between  captains  and 
coaches. 

Lloyd  Carr,  head  football 
coach  at  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, has  been  a friend  of 
MacDougall  since  1973.  Both 
were  coaches  at  high  schools  in 
the  Detroit  Catholic  League, 
one  of  the  most  dominating 
high  school  leagues  in  the 
state  of  Michigan. 

“Bob  is  a man  of  integ- 
rity and  character,"  Carr 
says. 

Both  integrity  and  char- 
Ji  acter  are  necessary  in  be- 
coming a good  leader. 

When  asked  if  he 
would  often  try  to  help  a 
player  not  working  out  in  his  sys- 
tem by  finding  another  program  for 
the  player  to  transfer  to,  Carr  said, 
“Your  recruit  comes  here,  and 
sometimes  there  are  a lot  of  rea- 
sons why  they  do  or  don’t  work 


out.  There  is  a place  for  every 
body.  If  they  have  the  desire, 
feel  responsible  to  find  a place 
for  them  to  prosper.” 
MacDougall  and  Carr 
his  eleventh  year  as  Michigan 
head  coach  - are  both  great 
leaders,  and  it  doesn’t  hurt  to 
win  a few  games  along  the  way. 

MacDougall's  teams  have 
won  multiple  NJCAA  National 
Championships.  His  teams  have 
made  even  more  bowl 
appearances.  Carr’; 
Michigan  teams  have 
made  10  bowl  appear- 
ances and  have  won 
five  Big  Ten  titles  and 
a National  Champii 
ship  in  ten  years  un- 
der his  leadership. 

Now,  since  I have 
studied  JJC  football 


Michigan  head  coach  for monthi  ,c|  me  |e|| 
you  what  I have 

learned. 

First,  successful  people  sur- 
round themselves  with  success- 
ful people.  Second,  in  a lot  of 
ways,  coaches  and  captains  are 
very  similar.  And  third,  leader- 
ship is  the  key  ingredient  in  de- 
termining whether  the  coach  and 
captain  will  be  successful. 

MacDougall  is  a leader,  and 
no  matter  what  the  team’s  record 
will  be  at  the  end  of  the  season 
- they  are  currently  2-2  - no- 
body can  question  that.  He  was 
interested  in  being  a leader,  be- 
cause his  coaches  were  great 
leaders. 

Now,  with  himself  being  a 
role  model,  some  of  his  former 
players  have  worked  with  him 
for  years  as  assistant  coaches. 
He  is  now  wearing  the  shoes  of 
his  great  coaches.  When  the 
cycle  repeats  itself  successfully, 
you  know  you  were  successful. 

MacDougall  is  not  just  a 
football  coach.  The  most  impor- 
tant accomplishment  on  any 
head  coaches  resume  is  his  or 
her  proven  ability  to  contribute 
to  society  by  creating  great  lead- 
ers, not  just  athletes.  He  has  ex- 
celled tremendously  at  that. 
MacDougall  is  a leader,  and 
America  needs  more  like  him. 


Soccer  teams  kick  off  season 


Michael  Waniiu] 

The  beginning  of 
school  year  marks  the  start  of 
another  season  of  competitive 
soccer  at  JJC.  Both  the  men’s  and 
women’s  teams  have  jumped  out 
to  hot  starts  and  have  their  sights 
set  on  successful  2005  cam- 
paigns. 

After  finishing  the  2004  sea- 
son with  a 9-9  overall  record,  in- 
cluding a 6-2  record  in  confer- 
ence. the  men’s  team  is  focused 
on  a return  to  the  Region  IV 
Championship  game.  Losing  a 1- 
0 hearlbreaker  to  rival  Harper 
College  in  last  year’s  regional  fi- 
nale has  not  deterred  the  men 
from  their  goal  of  a title  and  a 
trip  to  this  year's  district  tourna- 


ment in  Wisconsin. 

Despite  dropping  the  first  two 
games  of  this  season,  the  men  have 
posted  four  wins  in  their  last  five 
games.  Key  victories  have  come 
in  defeats  of  Harper  College  and 
Triton  College  2-1  and  1-0,  re- 
spectively. Led  by  forwards  Ikenna 
Umebuani  (7  goals),  Misael 
Vargas  (6  goals),  and  goalkeeper 
Nick  Morgan  (44  saves),  the 
Wolves  currently  stand  with  a 4-3 
overall  record  and  a 3-1  record  in 
the  N4C  Conference. 

The  women’s  soccer  team  has 
also  enjoyed  a winning  start  to  the 
season  by  playing  to  the  tune  of  a 
3-1  record  (2-1  N4C).  Intra-con- 
ference wins  have  come  against 
Rock  Valley  and  Harper  College. 


both  by  2-1  scores.  Freshman 
forward  Samantha  Falco  has 
scored  5 goals,  including  goals 
in  each  of  the  first  four  games. 
In  their  first  N4C  victory  on 
Sept.  7 versus  Rock  Valley,  an 
assist  by  Amy  Younker  (2  goals, 
2 assists)  allowed  forward 
Lauren  Galvin  (1  goal.  3 as- 
sists) to  score  the  decisive  goal 
in  the  second  overtime,  secur- 
ing the  win  for  the  Wolves. 

The  men  return  to  action 
on  Thursday.  Sept.  22.  when 
they  host  Kennedy-King  Col- 
lege at  4 p.m.  The  women’s 
next  home  game  will  be  Friday, 
’ Sept.  23,  at  4 p.m..  when  they 
try  to  defend  their  home  field 
against  South  Suburban  Col- 
lege. 


Penalties  hinder  Wolves 
in  loss  to  Ellsworth 


Ellsworth  Panthers  19.  JJC  6 

Jim  Nelson 


The  JJC  football  team  fell  to 
2-2  (1-2)  on  Saturday,  Sept.  17  at 
Joliet  Memorial  Stadium  to  the 
Panthers  of  Ellsworth  Community 
College  (Iowa  Falls,  Iowa)  in  a 
Midwest  Football  Conference 
contest,  19-6. 

Trailing  12-6  and  primed  for 
a comeback,  the  Wolves  offense 
couldn't  get  it  done  and  turned  the 
ball  over  on  an  interception  that 
was  returned  35  yards  for  a touch- 
down with  one  minute  to  play  in 
the  game. 

JJC’s  offense  seamed  to  sput- 
ter for  most  of  the  game.  Most  of 
the  15  JJC  penalties  were  created 
by  the  offense,  and  created  too 
many  second  and  third  and  long 
situations  for  the  Wolves  to  over- 
come. As  a result,  ECC  started 
with  good  field  position  for  most 
of  the  contest.  In  all,  JJC  surren- 
dered 125  yards  to  ECC  from  their 
penalties. 

“My  hats  are  off  to 
Ellsworth — they  played  hard,” 
said  JJC  head  coach  Bob 
MacDougall  following  the  game. 
“They  made  the  plays  they  had  to 
make.” 

The  ECC  offense  wasn’t  mak- 
ing those  plays  in  the  first  half,  but 
within  the  first  minute  of  the  sec- 
ond half  they  came  out  from  the 
locker  room  to  return  the  kickoff 


to  the  JJC  25-yard  line.  Three 
plays  later.  Panther  kicker  Kenny 
Spencer  made  a 38-yard  field 
goal,  giving  ECC  a 6-0  lead.  The 
Wolves’  running  game  then  kicked 
into  gear  with  a couple  of  first 
down  scrambles  by  Schluetter  and 
a 48-yard  run  by  sophomore  run- 
ning back  Akeem  Topps.  Two 
plays  later.  Matt  Caffey  scored  on 
a 6-yard  run  up  the  middle  to  tie 
the  game  at  6. 

The  defense  played  with  in- 
tensity throughout  the  game,  but 
because  of  the  Wolves  offensive 
woes,  they  often  found  themselves 
defending  a short  field.  One  of  the 
bright  spots  on  the  JJC  defense 
was  Brett  Farmer,  a sophomore 
defensive  end  from  Wilmington. 
Farmer  hassled  ECC’s  guards  all 
day,  collecting  a sack  and  tipping 
multiple  passes,  forcing  the  passes 
to  be  incomplete.  Defensive  end 
Shaun  Richardson  also  chipped  in 
with  a sack. 

The  Wolves  will  travel  to  Fort 
Dodge,  Iowa  for  a first-time  Mid- 
west Football  Conference  match- 
up with  the  Tritons  of  Iowa  Cen- 
tral Community  College  Saturday, 
Sept  24.  JJC  has  a conference 
meeting  with  North  Dakota  State 
College  of  Science  a week  later 
at  Joliet  Memorial  Stadium. 


Running  back 
Akeem  Topps  runs 
for  part  of  his 
game  leading  94 
yards  in 

Saturday's  loss  to 
Ellsworth 
Community 
College.  Topps 
and  Matt  Caffey 
combined  for  138 
rushing  yards  in 
the  game 
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Athletes  of  the  Issue 

Matt  Caffey 


Caffey,  a sophomore 
running  back,  has  been  a 
workhorse  on  this  year’s 
gridiron  squad.  In  four 
games,  he  has  rushed  for 
312  yards  and  scored  six 
touchdowns.  He  is  a 
valuable  part  of  the 
Wolves  offense. 


Rebecca  Stover 


Stover,  a freshman  on 
the  volleyball  team,  has  re- 
corded 58  kills,  10  service 
aces  and  28  digs  in  11 
games.  “Becky  has 
proven  to  be  an  outstand- 
ing leader  and  strong  hit- 
ter." said  coach  Emily 
Marino. 


In  this 
issue  of 
the 

Blazer... 


Find  out  why  Ryn  is 
rambling  about  having 
something  to  stand  for. 

(page  3) 


Joliet  Junior  College 
now  has  Facebook! 

Find  out  all  the  details 
here... 

(page  5) 


'Corpse  Bride'  never 
truly  rises  from  the 
grave,  according  to 
Ryan  Gust. 

(page  8) 


Men's  soccer  defeats 
Rock  Valley  in  physical 
contest. 

(page  12) 


Honors  organizations  offer  benefits 


WME&m 
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Adjunct  sociology  Instructor  John  Krecek  speaks  to  honors  students  on  the  subject  of  cutural  literacy  In  America  on  Tuosday,  Oct.  4.  Many  honors 
students  attended  the  forum  eager  to  debate  the  challenges  facing  cutural  literacy  In  the  education  system.  The  subject  of  cultural  literacy  was 
launched  by  E.D.  Hlrcsh's  best-selling  book.  Cultural  Literacy:  What  Every  American  Needs  toKnow. 


How  would  you  like  to  be 
part  of  an  organization  that 
gives  away  S36  million  in  schol- 
arship money?  What  about  a 
program  that  offers  you  a spa- 
cious room  of  your  own  to  study 
in  with  the  use  of  computers  and 
lockers?  Is  any  of  this  sparking 
your  interest?  Well,  there’s 
more  good  news — both  are  of- 
fered at  JJC. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  is  an  interna- 
tional honor  society  that  distrib- 
utes millions  of  dollars  in  schol- 
arship money  to  its  members 
and  tests  your  ability  to  develop 
strong  leadership  skills  and 
strive  for  academic  excellence. 
To  become  a member  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  a student  will  re- 
ceive an  invitation  if  he  or  she 
has  received  a 3.5  GPA,  a mini- 
mum of  12  hours  of  course 
work,  and  full  rights  of  citizen- 
ship. Members  of  the  group  re- 
cently set  up  a Relay  for  Life 
walk  that  they  had  tremendous 
success  with,  and  they  continue 
to  work  on  more  fundraising 
events  such  as  a raffle  for  the 
victims  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 
There  will  be  more  raffles  in  the 
future,  with  giveaways  includ- 
ing a new  IPOD  Mini. 

To  receive  further  informa- 
tion on  this  organization,  con- 
tact Patricia  Shue,  located  in 


room  E-1029. 

Another  association,  the  JJC 
Honors  Program,  offers  students 
a comfortable  lounge  area,  assis- 
tance on  planning  your  academic 
program  for  your  future  transfer 
school  and  also  provides  schol- 
arship money. 

The  Honors  Program  is  now 
offering  one  semester  of  paid  tu- 
ition to  1 0 students  within  the  so- 
ciety. These  awards  will  be  based 
on  GPA  and  involvement  in  the 


program. 

Eligibility  for  this  program 
requires  a composite  score  of  25 
on  the  ACT  or  a 3.5  GPA  on  a 4.0 
scale  from  high  school  or  a rank- 
ing in  the  top  ten  percent  of  your 
high  school  class. 

Students  currently  enrolled  at 
JJC  may  join  if  they  have  a GPA 
of  3.5  or  better  for  15  or  more 
credit  hours. 

“The  Honors  Program  is  a 
great  opportunity  for  academic 


challenge."  said  Ashley  Hartzclf, 
a member  of  the  organization. 
“Small  classes  and  dedicated  in- 
structors provide  the  environ- 
ment needed  to  get  an  above-av- 
erage education.  Not  only  do  stu- 
dents leam  more  than  they  would 
in  an  average  class,  they  are  also 
recognized  for  their  achieve- 
ments. Joining  the  honors  pro- 
gram can  only  bring  positive 
changes  to  your  education." 

The  program  is  flexible  and 


works  with  your  schedule.  Pre- 
registration is  also  available. 

For  uny  further  questions 
regarding  the  Honors  Program, 
contact  John  Schroeder,  located 
in  room  C-2002. 

If  you're  looking  for  great 
scholarship  money,  private  work 
centers  and  interaction  with 
other  outstanding  students,  do 
not  hesitate  to  see  if  either  of 
these  two  programs  are  right  for 
you. 


Student  Government  sets  goals  for  year 


Editor 

The  JJC  Student  Government 
has  begun  the  year  with  an  in- 
crease in  membership  from  past 
years  and  has  set  specific  goals. 

With  a total  of  twenty  mem- 
bers, the  Student  Government  has 
a strong  team  ready  to  complete 
the  goals  it  has  set  for  the  year. 

The  members  of  the  group 
plan  to  focus  on  improving  Stu- 
dent Government  restructuring 
and  recruitment,  text  book  costs, 
community  involvement,  tutoring 
and  meal  costs. 

However,  the  group  is  still 
looking  for  students  who  would 
like  to  represent  task  forces  to 
achieve  these  goals. 

The  Student  Government  will 
address  several  aspects  of  each 
goal. 

According  to  a report  pre- 
pared by  the  group,  restructuring 
and  recruitment  will  include  ob- 
jectives such  as  increasing  the  size 
of  the  group,  enhancing  the  level 
of  commitment  among  group 
members,  considering  the  posi- 
tions held  within  the  group  and 


evaluating  communication  with 
students  who  are  not  involved  in 
the  Student  Government. 

Anissa  Jones,  Student  Gov- 
ernment advisor,  said  the  group 
would  like  to  have  a member  from 
every  discipline  in  the 
college.“One  of  the  ideas  that  we 
have  for  growth 
and  restructuring 
is  to  get  faculty 
nominations  for 
every  depart- 
ment,” Jones  said. 

This  means  an  in- 
structor in  each 
department  would 
recommend  a stu- 
dent studying  in 
the  department  to 
be  a part  of  the 
Student  Government. 

The  group  will  also  re-exam- 
ine the  purpose  of  the  Student 
Government. 

Another  item  on  the  group’s 
agenda  is  the  cost  of  textbooks. 
The  Student  Government  will  ex- 
amine the  number  of  scholarships 
available  for  textbooks,  student 
awareness  of  programs  to  help 


with  book  costs,  the  availability— 
or  lack  of  availability — of  re- 
quired texts  in  the  JJC  library,  the 
purchase  frequency  of  non-re- 
quired  textbooks,  and  other  as- 
pects of  the  textbook  system  that 
may  benefit  from  change. 


New  Student  Government  Officers 

Adviser-  Anissa  Jones 
Co-Adviser  - John  Krecek 
President  - Jim  Nugent 
Vice  President  - Brad  Kenaga 
Secretary  - Peggy  Clauss 
Treasurer  - LaTasha  Traylor 
Student  Trustee  - Margaret  Boehle 
Diversity/Cultural  - Gerry  Coker 
Volunteer-  Constance  Morris 


Jones  said  this  goal  was  cre- 
ated to  ensure  that  books  are 
readily  available  to  all  students. 

“We  just  want  to  look  at 
those  kinds  of  things — how  we 
can  make  textbooks  more  acces- 
sible,” Jones  said. 

The  Student  Government 
will  also  look  at  issues  concern- 
ing community  involvement  such 


the  promotion  of  events  to  the 
community  and  event  attendance. 

Tutoring  matters  include  the 
availability  and  level  of  expertise 
of  tutors,  approaches  to  tutoring, 
and  requirements  and  limitations 
of  tutoring. 

Finally,  the  Student  Govern- 
ment will  examine  the 
price  of  meals  on  cam- 
pus. The  group  will  in- 
vestigate the  financial 
cycle  of  food  and 
drink  on  campus  and 
consider  the  benefits 
and  detriments  of  a 
meal  program  or  food 
discount  days. 

In  addition  to 
these  goals,  (he  Stu- 
dent Government  has 
also  created  an  eight-question  di- 
versity survey  for  students. 

A Student  Government  diver- 
sity representative  and  panel 
formed  the  survey,  which  includes 
questions  concerning  students’ 
feelings  about  diversity  at  JJC, 
such  as  whether  they  feel  student 
jobs  arc  given  to  all  ages,  genders 
and  races  equally. 


"We  want  to  know, ' Wliut  do 
students  really  think  about  diver- 
sity at  JJC?’"  Jones  said.  She  said 
the  results  of  the  survey  will  be 
presented  to  JJC  faulty  and  staff 
"so  that  they  can  hear  whut  the  stu- 
dents really  think  is  the  climate  of 
diversity  at  here." 

The  Student  Government  is 
also  looking  for  students  to  rep- 
resent it  on  the  Enterprise  Tech- 
nology Advisory  Council  and  the 
Learning  Technology  Advisory 
Council,  which  oversee  issues  re- 
garding computers  used  for  the 
college's  business  and  in  class- 
rooms, respectively.  A represen- 
tative is  needed  for  the  Academic 
Quality  Improvement  Program, 
which  covers  topics  such  as  col- 
lege orientation  programs,  and  the 
Enrollment  Committee,  which 
looks  at  admissions  procedures 
and  more. 

The  Student  Government 
holds  meetings  every  Thursday  at 
3 p.m.  on  the  bridge. 

If  you  arc  interested  in  get- 
ting involved  with  the  Student 
Government,  you  may  call  280- 
6608  for  more  information. 


Opinion 

October  1 2.  2005 


BLAZER  VIEW 

Let’s  all  be  Sox  fans  for  now 

With  the  White  Sox  in  the  playoffs,  the  true  spirits  of  Chica- 
goans arc  beginning  to  show.  It  has  become  easy  to  separate  those 
who  cheer  for  the  pride  of  their  hometown  and  the  loyalty  of  their 
sport  from  those  who  stiffly  cheer  only  for  their  favorite  team. 

We  at  the  Blazer  believe  that  a true  baseball  fan  is  one  who 
can  root  for  the  team  that  truly  deserves  appreciation.  The  White 
Sox  have  shown  their  merit  this  season,  while  the  Cubs  simply 
could  not  step  up  to  the  plate.  Cubs  fans  may  be  solely  Cubs  fans 
during  the  regular  season,  but  when  another  Chicago  teams  makes 
the  playoffs,  the  issue  of  sportsmanship  comes  into  play. 

We  believe  Chicagoland  baseball  fans  have  a duly  to  be  loyal 
to  Chicago  and  loyal  to  baseball,  no  matter  what  team  is  the  victor. 
If  the  Sox  can  win  the  pennant  and.  perhaps,  the  World  Series,  the 
celebration  is  Chicago  should  be  united,  not  divided.  After  all,  as 
the  old  song  goes,  "it’s  root,  root,  root  for  the  home  team.”  And 
whether  you  arc  a Cubs  fan,  a Sox  fan  or  a fan  of  another  team,  if 
you  live  in  Chicagoland,  the  White  Sox  is  your  home  team. 

We  wish  the  White  Sox  the  best  of  luck,  and  we  hope  you  too 
can  say  with  unbridled  enthusiasm.  “Take  me  out  to  the  ball  game!” 


Question  of  the  Issue 

STAFF  EDITION 

VVliat  is  your  all-time  favorite  Halloween  costume? 


"I  love  to  go  as  the  guy  who 
forgot  to  put  on  a Halloween 
costume  because  he  was  too  busy." 

-Ian  Wright, 

Co-Editor 


“Belle  from  'Beauty  and  the 
Beast’  because  it  made  me  look 
like  the  princess  that  I am!" 
-Ashley  Rochnowski, 
Production  Assistant 


i a cat  every  year,  it 
never  fails.  But  that’s  alright 
because  cat’s  have  nine  lives! 
Meow!" 

-Erin  Gu/.ik, 

Production  Manager 
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i the  computer 


Rynrs  Rumblings... 

‘Those  who  stand  for  nothing  fall  for  anything 

The  list  consisted  of  a wide  ally  decide  to  turn  up  whatever 
span  of  topics  to  not  discuss,  sim- 
ply because  I felt  like  all  our  staff 
did  was  argue  with  each  other.  My 
list  included  politics,  music,  sports, 
the  difference  between  liberal  and 
progressive,  the  military  and  even 
The  Valley  Forge  (Rock  Valley 
Community  College’s  newspaper). 

As  I was  typing  this  list,  the 
first  (and  last)  thought  that  entered 
my  mind  before  I hit  the  select  all 
and  delete  keys  on  the  keyboard 
was  “what  else  is  there  to  talk 
about?”  I then  realized  that  I was 
being  ridiculous. 

I have  always  been  known  for 
being  pretty  outspoken.  I have 
never  been  one  to  shy  away  from 
my  opinion,  nor  have  I been  one 
to  hide  from  the  opinions  of  other. 

I was  the  kid  in  high  school  speech 
class  everyone  was  cither  afraid  to 
debate  against  or  wanted  to  slap 
because  I talked  too  much.  For 
some  reason,  at  the  conference, 
and  in  the  office,  I turn  out  to  be 
very  timid. 

If  you  walk  by  the  Blazer  of- 
fice on  any  given  day,  and  the  light 
is  on,  there’s  a good  chance  that 
there  is  a heated  discussion  going 
on  in  there.  It  seems  like  for  once 
in  my  life,  whenever  I am  in  that 
office,  I always  meet  my  match, 
and  am  rendered  speechless.  In- 
stead of  challenging  myself  and 
challenging  everyone  else,  I usu- 


Production  Manager 

According  to  Alexander 
Hamilton,  ‘Those  who  stand  for 
nothing  fall  for  anything.’  Person- 
ally, I don’t  really  know  much 
about  Mr.  Hamilton,  other  than 
the  fact  that  his  name  has  been 
on  our  currency  since  the  Civil 
War,  and  that  he  is  a big  figure  in 
the  history  of  our  country.  I do 
know  that  his  belief  in  standing 
for  something  is  brilliant. 

On  Sept.  29-30, 1 had  the  op- 
portunity to  go  to  Eastern  Illinois 
University  with  some  of  the 
Blazer  staff  (as  well  as  our  fear- 
less adviser)  to  attend  a journal- 
ism conference.  Although  I can’t 
say  that  I learned  a huge  amount 
about  journalism  or  college  pa- 
pers in  general,  I can  honestly  say 
that  I learned  a lot  about  who  I 
am  and  what  I stand  for. 

Originally,  1 was  going  to  use 
this  column  to  post  the  top  ten 
things  that  I believed  one  should 
not  talk  about  at  a journalism  con- 
ference. Almost  everyone  on  our 
staff  got  a kick  out  of  this,  but 
then  I realized  something. 


music  is  playing  o 
that  day. 

As  I sit  here  writing,  I can’t 
help  but  realize  how  wrong  1 was. 
There  is  nothing  wrong  about  hav- 
ing something  to  believe  in  and 
standing  up  for  that  belief.  Even 
more  importantly,  there  is  nothing 
wrong  with  challenging  those 
beliefs  and  changing  or 
revamping  opinions. 

Everyone  on  this  staff  has 
heart.  We  don’t  all  agree  with  each 
other,  and  that’s  something  that  we 
are  challenged  with  all  the  time. 
In  my  humble  opinion,  those  be- 
liefs and  challenges  arc  what 
makes  a person  have  heart  and 
soul.  To  not  embrace  thoes  chal- 
lenges, and  instead,  look  at  them 
as  problems  is  rediculous  of  me. 

Without  those  beliefs  and 
challenges,  not  only  would  this  be 
a boring  place  to  spend  at  least 
twenty  hours  a week,  but  also, 
there  wouldn’t  really  be  a paper 
to  write  for.  One  of  the  main  rea- 
sons I write  is  because  I believe  in 
what  I am  writing  and  the  paper 
for  which  1 write.  Some  of  the  most 
smart  and  interesting  people  that  I 
know  arc  on  this  staff  or  attend  this 
school.  They  keep  me  going  and 
thinking,  and  I appreciate  that, 
because  in  the  end,  if  no  one  stood 
for  anything,  there  would  be  no 
such  thing  as  a column. 


Nomination  of  Meirs  is  absurd 


“When  I was  4,  I was  a-big, 
fat  pumpkin.  I was  sick  so  every- 
one thought  I was  cute,  took  pity 
on  me  and  gave  me  extra  candy." 

-Meta  Machulis 
Co-Editor 
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Co-Editor 


i outraged  to  near  aoout 
President  Bush’s  nomination  of 
Harriet  Micrs  to  the  Supreme 
Court  on  Oct.  3.  There  is  crucial 
information  that  every  American 
must  know  before  sitting  back  to 
watch  Bush  appoint  her  as  Sandra 
Day  O’Connor’s  replacement. 

Meirs  was  bom  is  Texas  (Oh 
great. ..another  Texan)  and  has 
been  a private  lawyer  for  27  years. 
She  was  the  first  female  president 
of  the  Dallas  Bar  Association. 
Meirs  has  defended  such  clients 
as  Microsoft  and  Disney  (What.. .a 
corporate  lawyer?  That’s  just  what 
we  need  more  ofi).  Micrs  is  also 
the  current  White  House  Counsel, 
the  chief  legal  advisor  to  the  Of- 
fice of  the  President. 


Now,  here  is  where  the 
information  gets  serious.  While 
her  political  views  are  largely  un- 
known, she  is  an  Evangelical 
Christian.  Many  of  her  confidants 
and  co-workers  say  that  her  politi- 
cal views  are  in  line  with  those  of 
Christian  Conservatives.  Well,  you 
don’t  need  to  ask  about  her  posi- 
tion on  abortion,  do  you? 

Meirs  became  Bush’s  per- 
sonal lawyer  and  contributed  her 
skills  in  law  to  his  2000  re-elec- 
tion campaign.  She  has  called 
Bush  “the  most  brilliant  man  I have 
ever  met.”  Frankly,  that 
absurd  comment  leaves  me 
speechless.  Even  more  shocking: 
Micrs  as  absolutely  no  experience 
as  a judge. 

If  any  Americans  can  open 
their  eyes  to  this  situation,  they 
would  see  that  Bush  is  trying  to  get 
figures  loyal  to  the  conservative 
cause  on  the  Supreme  Court.  We 
can  see  this  in  John  Roberts,  a very 
conservative  man — who  is  now  the 
Chief  Justice!  What  troubles  me  is 
that  Bush  constantly  tells  the 


American  People  that  he  does  not 
nominate  anyone  whose  political 
or  religious  views  will  get  in  the 
way  of  die  law.  Anyone  can  see  diat 
this  is  a total  lie. 

What  is  scary  about  Meirs  is 
that  she  is  Bush’s  personal  lawyer! 
How  can  he  say  that  her  views  will 
not  get  in  the  way  of  the  law? 

Bush  is  now  slowly  gaining 
control  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The 
conservatives  have  control  of  the 
Congress,  the  Senate,  the  White 
House,  and  now  the  highest  court 
in  the  land.  Basically,  that 
means  they  can  overturn  Roe  vs. 
Wade  anytime  they  want.  There  is 
evidence  of  that  with  the  nomina- 
tion of  Harriet  Micrs. 

If  Roe  vs.  Wade  is  overturned, 
there  will  be  riots  all  over  the  coun- 
try. That  is  not  an  opinion,  this  is  a 
prediction.  Many  American  men 
and  women  will  not  sit  back  and 
let  that  happen.  Maybe  Micrs 
should  pack  up  and  head  back  to 
the  Lone  Star  State,  where  she  be- 
longs. Better  yet,  maybe  Bush 
should  join  her. 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters  to  the  editor. 
Please  sign  all  letters  and  provide  a phone  number  where  you  can  be  reached  during  the 
day  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the  letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to 
300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may 
send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or  by  dropping  them  off  at  the 
Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 
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News  Briefs 


GSD  100  students  sought 

The  Office  of  Student 
Development  is  looking  for 
former  GSD  100  students  who 
would  like  to  be  guest  speakers 
in  a GSD  100  class.  Guest 
speakers  will  talk  about  study 
strategies  and  how  they  handled 
the  transition  to  college.  To 
volunteer,  contact  Carol  Gordon 
at  280-2647. 

Hurricane  Relief 
JJC  clubs  and  departments  raised 
over  S 1 ,500  for  the  Will  County 
Center  for  Community  Concerns 
during  Mainstreet.  A fund  is  being 
created  in  JJC’s  name  to  benefit 
people  who  are  coming  to  Will 
County  in  the  aftermath  of 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  was  the  top  money 
raiser  through  a raffle  and  sale  of 
Mardi  Gras  beads. 

Alcohol  Awareness  Week 
National  Collegiate  Alcohol 
Awareness  Week  events  will  be 
held  Monday,  Oct.  24,  through 
Thursday,  Oct.  27.  Events  will 
include  a mocktail  bar  and 
driving  simulator,  JJC  Squares, 
simulation  day,  giveaways,  and  a 
live  radio  station  broadcast  in 
partnership  with  the  Illinois  DOT. 
Brown  bag  lecture  series 
JJC’s  Brown  Bag  Lecture  series 
will  have  two  sessions  in  October. 
“Gay  and  Lesbian  History"  will 
be  hosted  by  Clay  Kirkland,  All 
Golden  and  Jason  Fichtcl  on  Oct. 
13  at  12:30  p.m.  On  Oct.  26,  Lora 
McGuire  hosts  “Headaches"  at 
noon.  Admission  is  free.  Brown 
Bag  Lectures  are  held  in  J-0006 
at  main  campus  near  the  cafeteria. 
Planetarium  show 
The  Herbert  F.  Trackman 
Planetarium  at  JJC  will  celebrate 
the  bi-annual  close  approach  of 
Mars  by  presenting  a special 
showing  of  “Marsquest"  in  the 
planetarium  at  7 p.m.  on  Tuesday, 
Nov.  1. 

The  show  will  be  followed  by  a 
telescope  viewing  session  of 
Mars  in  the  south  parking  lot  next 
to  the  school’s  football  field.  For 


more  information,  contact  the 
planetarium  at  (815)  280-NOVA 
or  visit  www.jjc.edu/Planetarium. 

FINE  ARTS 

October  art  gallery  exhibit 

The  Laura  Sprague  Art  Gallery 
will  present  “India:  Seduction  of 
a Camera,”  an  exhibition  of 
conventional  and  digital 
photographs  by  Denis  Kruk 
representing  1 7 months  of  travel 
in  India.  The  exhibit  runs  through 
Oct.  28.  The  gallery  is  located 
on  the  second  floor  of  J building. 
Faculty  music  recital 
Members  of  the  Joliet  Junior 
College  Fine  Arts  Department 
music  faculty  will  present  a 
chamber  music  recital  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  16  at  3 p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Theatre.  For  more  information, 
call  the  JJC  ArtsLine  at  (815) 
729-9020  ext.  ARTS  or  go  to 
www.jjc.edu/Dept/FineArts. 
Musica  Viva 

Musica  Viva  presents  Benjamin 
Sung,  violin  and  Ji-Aye  Chang, 
piano  on  Sunday,  Oct.  23  at  3 
p.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre. 

For  information,  call  280-2787. 

COLLEGE  FAIRS 
Fairs  and  College  Night 
Two  college  fairs  will  take  place 
at  main  campus  on  Oct.  18.  The 
Illinois  Public  Community 
College  fair  will  take  place  in  the 
E-concourse  at  1 1 a.m.  to  1 p.m. 
Later  that  evening,  over  120 
colleges  and  universities  will  be 
on  hand  for  Joliet  Junior 
College’s  Annual  College  Night 
from  5:30  p.m.  to  8 p.m.  For  more 
information  on  the  Illinois  Public 
College  Fair,  call  the 
Multicultural  Transfer  Center  at 
(815)  729-9020  ext  2537.  For 
additional  information  on 
College  night,  call  the 
Admissions  Office  at  ext.  2493. 
Private  college/university 
fair 

The  Private  Illinois  College  and 
University  Fair  will  be  held 
Monday,  Oct.  3 1 from  1 1 a.m.  to 
1 p.m.  on  the  E-concourse  at  main 
campus. 


1 CAN  MAKE 
A CHANGE. 

I CAN  STAY 
THE  COURSE. 

At  Dominican,  transferring  dowsn’t  moan  starting  from  scratch.  First  we  make  the 
process  Itself  as  easy  as  possible.  And  with  our  more  then  50  programs  of  study, 
you  can  build  on  everything  you've  already  teamed.  There's  a lot  you  want  to  do 
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team  more  about  transferring  to  Oomtnlcan  by  contacting  us  at  708-524-6800 
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Dr.  Young  brings  ‘Lessons’  to  JJC,  Leno 


Photo  by  Matt  Shoohan 


Dr.  Betty  Young  (right)  speaks  with  members  of  the  JJC  Alumni 
Association  prior  to  her  ‘Lessons  for  Leno'  presentation.  Dr.  Young 
started  her  'Lessons  for  Leno'  tour  hero  at  JJC,  the  nation's  oldest  public 
community  college  on  Sept.  20.  She  ended  her  tour  In  Burbank,  Calif,  with 
a face-to-  face  meeting  with  Jay  Leno  after  the  taping  of  his  Sopt.  27 
Tonight  Show. 


Entertainment  Writer 

Dr.  Betty  Young  brought  her 
“Lessons  for  Leno"  lour  on  Sept. 
20  to  JJC,  her  first  stop  on  a 
seven-stop  nationwide  motor- 
cycle tour  of  community  col- 
leges. Her  final  stop  was  on  Sept. 
27  at  NBC's  Burbank,  Calif.,  stu- 
dios in  an  effort  to  meet  face-to- 
face  with  Tonight  Show  host  Jay 
Leno. 

Dr.  Young,  president  of 
Northwest  State  Community 
College  in  Archbold.  Ohio,  set 
out  on  her  1992  Harley  Heritage 
Softtail  to  provide  each  stop  with 
a lesson  about  the  importance  of 
community  colleges,  such  as 
keeping  higher  education  afford- 
able and  providing  the  nation 
with  a skilled  workforce. 

After  the  Sept.  27  taping, 
Tonight  Show  producers  brought 
Dr.  Young  on  stage  to  meet  with 
Leno.  Young  said  that  Leno  was 
on  the  defensive. 

“No  introduction  was  nec- 
essary," Young  said.  "He  knew 
who  we  were.  He  probably  saw 
us  when  he  arrived  at  the  studio 
that  day." 

Young  and  her  associates 
camped  outside  the  Burbank  stu- 
dios on  Sept.  27  while  waiting 
to  get  into  the  taping,  which 
Young  and  her  entourage  at- 
tended. 

While  waiting  at  the  Leno 
camp,  many  people  came  up 
with  kind  words  and  individual 
success  stories  for  Young. 

“They  seemed  to  wonder  if 
I’d  be  there,"  Young  said.  “They 
also  wanted  to  know  if  we  were 
going  to  be  on  the  show." 

Although  they  did  not  make 
a televised  appearance.  Young 
still  made  sure  that  she  expressed 
her  concern  to  Leno. 

“We  asked  him  to  be  more 
respectful  to  community  col- 
leges," Young  said.  Leno  told 
Young  that  ftfc  was  pervasive  and 
had  offended  community  col- 
leges with  his  remarks,  but  that 
it  was  not  unusual  for  various 
groups  to  be  offended  by  his  re- 
marks. 

Accord- 
ing to  Young, 

Tonight 
Show  pro- 
ducers had 
suid  they  re- 
searched the 
archives  and 
had  found 
only  one  such 
instance. 

Young,  an  ad- 
mitted fan  of 
Leno  and  the 
show,  re- 
sponded that 
she  could 
come  up  with 
three  since 
April. 

Leno  has 
used  commu- 
nity colleges 
as  butts  of  his 
jokes  and 
portrayed 
them  as  sec- 
ond-rate schools.  On  a March 
2004  episode  of  The  Tonight 
Show,  Leno  made  fun  of  com- 


munity college  students  who  were 
protesting  tuition  hikes  by  showing 
a video  clip  of  actors  holding  signs 
that  said,  "Skool  is  expensive,"  "Let 
us  lem,"  and  “Don’t  rpise  tooishun." 

Young’s  first  "lesson" — "com- 
munity colleges  are  the  economic 
engine  powering  our  future” — was 
at  JJC,  the  nation’s  first  public  com- 
munity college. 

During  the  presentation,  JJC 
President  J.D.  Ross  praised  Young 
and  her  background  as  a former 
community  college  student. 

"Dr.  Young’s  story  exemplifies 
what  is  good  about  community  col- 
leges," Ross  said. 

Young  was  a 28-yer-old  single 
mother  when  she  began  community 
college.  She  went  on  to  receive  an 
associate,  buchclor,  master, 
doctorial  and  law  degree. 

Young,  a motorcycle  enthusi- 
ast, used  her  Softtail  to  appeal  to 
Lcno's  love  of  motorcycles  to  bring 
to  his  attention  the  her  feeling  that 
his  remarks  are  only  helping  to  pro- 
mote the  stereotype  of  community 
colleges. 

At  the  JJC  lesson,  representa- 
tives of  other  Illinois  community 
colleges,  including  McHenry  Com- 
munity Col- 
lege and  Mo- 
raine Commu- 
nity College, 
presented  gifts 
to  Young  for 
herself  and  to 
give  to  Leno  if 
she  was  able  to 
get  onto  the 
show  or  meet 
with  him.  One 
such  gift  in- 
cluded a can- 
vas bag  that 
had  a soft  foam 
dart  gun. 

"So  if  1 
can’t  get  Jay's 
attention  any 
other  way  from 
the  audience, 
I’m  going  to 
try  these," 
Young  said. 

Young 
said  the  recep- 
tion at  all  the  college  stops  was  re- 
markable. 

“It  was  belter  than  could  have 


been  expected,"  Young  suid. 

In  St.  Louis,  Young’s  speech 
and  presentation  were  given  under 
the  famed  St.  Louis  Arch. 

At  one  of  the  Arkansas  stops, 
Young’s  ride  into  town  was  escort 
by  a presidential  motorcade  and 
gave  the  next  lesson  on  the  Stale 
House  steps. 

Also  in  Arkansas,  u new  state 
program  allots  funds  to  a scholar- 
ship to  stale  colleges  bused  on  the 
number  of  non-traditionul  college 
students  intend  the  school, 

"We're  wondering  how  we  can 
do  that  in  Ohio,”  Young  said. 

Young  even  made  an  extra  stop 
in  Sweetwater,  Texas,  when  the  col- 
lege there  asked  if  it  was  possible 
to  be  added  to  the  route.  Not  only 
was  it  used  for  a stop  for  "Lessons 
for  Leno"  but  also  for  another 
project  on  Young  and  NSC’C’s  plate. 

“We  were  udded  to  a consor- 
tium on  wind  power,"  Young  said. 
“We  were  able  to  set  up  a network 
for  a new  project  we  have  in  mind," 

At  the  Burbank  studios,  some 
members  of  Lcno’s  stage  crew  pass- 
ing by  her  in  the  audience  slopped 
to  say  they  or  their  children  were 
attending  a community  college  and 
were  proud. 

Unfortunately,  the  use  of  the 
Young’s  Softail — the  purpose  of 
which  was  to  get  Leno's  attention 
was  not  even  mentioned  by  the  talk 
show  host  when  Young  met  with 
him. 

Notwithstanding,  after  all  the 
hoopla  and  national  media  atten- 
tion, Young  and  her  peers  are  look- 
ing for  ways  to  continue  this. 

"We're  still  getting  e-mails," 
Young  said.  ’There  is  still  a tremen- 
dous interest,  and  no  one  wants  it 
to  die.  Where  do  we  go  from  here?" 

Young  said  they  arc  consider- 
ing documenting  the  success  stories 
of  the  community  college  section  of 
the  1 1 million  college  students  in 
this  country. 

"These  people  have  wonderful 
careers  and  lives  but  wouldn’t  have 
had  if  it  weren’t  for  community  col- 
leges," Young  said. 

Still,  Young  will  always  be  an 
advocate  for  community  colleges. 

"Leno  was  a bonus,"  Young 
said.  “I’ll  just  continue  to  serve  my 
community  and  community  colleges 
as  a whole." 


Photo  by  Malt  Sheehan 


Dr.  Betty  Young  speaks  to  JJC  students, 
faculty  and  visitors  during  her  'Lessons 
for  Leno’  tour. 


T 


4 


4 


formerly  the  Lawyer's  Assistant  Program 


Earn  your  bachelor's  degree  and  your 
paralegal  certificate  at  the  same  time. 

Our  ABA-approved  paralegal  program  gives 
you  the  skills  you  need  to: 

->  be  better  prepared  for  law  school 
■*  begin  your  legal  career 
-»  increase  your  marketability 

Online  courses  and  accelerated  degree 
programs  for  adult  students  available 

Information  Session 

Saturday 
October  29,  2005 
10:30  am 

18  South  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago 

Call  today  to  reserve  your  seat 

312281 3300 


430  South  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago  Illinois  60605 
roosevelt.edu/paralegal 
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Roosevelt  University 

Paralegal  Studies  Program 


No  other  shipping 
company  delivers  more. 

Part-Time  Package  Handlers 

•Earn  58.50  per  hour,  with  increases  ol 
50C  after  90  days  and  50C  after  one  year 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Paid  Vacations 

• Weekly  Paychecks 

• Weekends  b Holidays  Oil 

• Excellent  Benefits  (Medical/Life  b 401K) 

team  more  about  Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportur 
Facility  (1-55  & 1-294  • South  Suburbs)  and  the  UPS 
offered  through  Joliet  Junior  College  today!  Please  I 

708-387-3471  or  visit:  www.upsiobs.com/chicago 


Rising  tuition  cost  to  affect  students 


Copy  Editor 
A little  less  than  half  of  all  col- 
lege students  in  the  country  attend 
two-year  public  institutions  such  as 
JJC.  These  schools  offer  conve- 
nience, flexibility,  a solid  founda- 
tion, and  most  importantly, 
affordability.  Unfortunately,  along 
with  private  and  four-year  univer- 
sities, two-year  community  colleges 
have  also  seen  a trend  of  steadily 
increasing  tuition. 

The  average  cost  of  tuition 
alone  for  a two-year  public  college 
is  now  S2.076,  up  8.7  percent  from 
ten  years  ago.  Compare  that  with  a 
10.7  percent  increase  in  four-year 
institutions  and  6 percent  increase 
in  private  schools.  All  numbers 
aside,  tuition  costs  are  skyrocket- 
ing, and  many  potential  students  arc 
left  out  in  the  cold  to  fend  for  them- 


selves. 

Federal  loans  and  programs 
help  to  reduce  that  burden  through 
the  Higher  Education  Act.  The 
HE  A,  the  main  federal  law  that 
governs  the  flow  of  billions  of 
dollars  of  federal  aid  to  colleges 
and  universities,  was  last  reautho- 
rized in  1998,  but  has  since  been 
extended  for  two  1 -year  periods 
as  lawmakers  could  not  agree  to 
new  terms. 

Changes  under  consideration 
include  increasing  the  maximum 
Pell  Grant  award,  getting  rid  of 
origination  fees  (an  upfront  tax  on 
borrowers),  and  improving  loan 
repayment  options.  In  addition, 
the  Bush  administration  has  pro 
posed  overhauling  how  govern 
ment  aid  is  doled  out  to  universi 
tics,  with  an  emphasis  on  redistrib- 
uting monies  from  rich  schools  to 


those  with  more  low-income  stu- 
dents. 

There  arc  three  types  of  Fed- 
eral student  loans. 

Perkins  Loans  are  need-based 
loans  and  arc  awarded  by  the  finan- 
cial aid  office  to  students  with  the 
highest  need.  The  interest  rate  is 
very  low — 5 percent — and  borrow- 
ers don’t  make  any  loan  payments 
while  in  school. 

Subsidized  Stafford  Loans  are 
need-based  loans  with  interest  rates 
in  the  4-6  percent  range.  The  fed- 
eral government  pays  the  yearly  in- 
terest while  you’re  in  school.  This 
is  what  makes  them  “subsidized" 
loans. 

Unsubsidized  Stafford  Loans 
aren’t  based  on  financial  need  and 
can  be  used  to  help  pay  the  family 
See  TUITION  page  6 
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PlasmaCare  needs  you! 

Be  a life  swing  plasma  donor. 

Must  be  18  — 65  yrs,  provide  picture  ID  * proof  of  Social  Security  Number 
Slop  in  today  at:  PlasmaCare 
128  Collins  St. 

Joliet,  II  60432 

815-740-1554 

Earn  up  to  S50  tluTweek and  $175  this  month. 

Bring 


PlasmaCare 

Where  Giving  has  its  Rewards 


Quotes  on  tuition  costs 

“Tuition  increases  about  10  percent  in  the  United  States 
every  year,  and  the  average  student  loan  for  college  graduates 
is  SI 4,000.” 

— Dr.  Dennis  Doyle,  JJC  sociology  professor 

“I’m  a single  mom  raising  two  children.  1 have  a job,  and 
I’m  trying  to  go  back  to  school.  It's  not  an  easy  thing  to  do." 

— JJC  sophomore  Heather  Vargas. 

“You  know  ahead  of  time  that  it's  going  to  be  expensive, 
so  it  shouldn’t  be  a shock  to  anyone.  Then  again,  I don't  have 
to  pay  for  my  tuition,  my  parents  do.  Maybe  if  I had  to  do  it 
out  of  my  pocket,  it  would  be  a big  deal.” 

— JJC  sophomore  Felipe  Valdez. 

Collected  by  Jen  Lopez 


Speaker  to  school 
JJC  students  on  sex 


Co-Editor 

During  your  grade  school 
years,  you  were  probably  forced  to 
attend  a sex  education  class.  Most 
people  remember  this  as  an  awk- 
ward experience  that  brought  little 
giggles  from  the  back  of  the  room. 

But  in  college,  the  topic  is  no 
longer  forbidden.  On  Thursday, 
Oct.  20,  JJC  will  present  “The  J- 
Spot:  A Sex  Educator  Tells  All,” 
featuring  internationally-known  sex 
educator  Jay  Friedman.  The  lecture 
will  be  held  on  the  bridge  at  1 1:30 
a.m.  and  is  sponsored  by  the  Office 
of  Student  Activities,  Holistic 
Wellness,  the  Student  Wellness 
Council  and  the  Illinois  Higher  Edu- 
cation Center  grant. 

Friedman  is  a professionally- 
certified  sex  educator,  writer,  and  a 
former  disc  jockey  and  host  of  a 
radio  talk  show  about  relationships. 
His  lecture  will  cover  topics  rang- 


ing  from  the  state  of  sex  education 
in  the  United  States  to  the  truth 
about  whether  men  really  explode 
if  they  don’t  have  sex,  according  to 
a Friedman  press  release.  The  lec- 
ture is  designed  to  provide  impor- 
tant issues  from  an  entertaining  and 
humorous  perspective. 

“My  goal  is  to  give  a thought- 
provoking,  conversation-creating 
and  perhaps  life-changing  perfor- 
mance that  breaks  the  taboos  in  talk- 
ing about  sex,”  Friedman  said  in  the 
press  release.  “If  people  can  be 
more  open.  I’m  sure  we’d  avoid  the 
dangers  that  result  from  sexual  ig- 
norance, and  instead  enjoy  healthy 
relationships  and  more  pleasurable 
sexual  lives.” 

The  entire  JJC  community  is 
invited  to  come  to  the  lecture  and 
learn  more  about  one  of  most 
prominent  topics  in  society  today. 


5 


5 


NEWS 

October  12,  2005 


JJC  students  connected  via  Facebook 


Staff  Writer 


Any  individual  who  regu- 
larly uses  the  Internet  is  well 
aware  of  the  many  possibilities 
that  are  at  our  disposal.  From  e- 
mail  and  instant  messaging  to 
Google  and  blogging,  what  else 
could  possibly  be  out  there? 
Joliet  Junior  College  students  fi- 
nally have  a new  option,  best 
summed  up  with  one  word: 
Facebook. 

The  Facebook,  found  at 
www.facebook.com,  is  an  online 
directory  that  connects  individual 
users,  primarily  through  which 
school  a person  attends.  Until  Fri- 
day, Sept.  23,  JJC  students  were 
unable  to  register  for  this  free  ser- 
vice. 

Facebook  requires  a valid 
school  e-mail  address  in  order  to 
register.  A JJC  student  address 
generally  consists  of  the  person’s 
first  initial  from  his  or  her  first 
name,  and  the  entire  last  name, 
with  the  extension 
“@studcnt.jjc.edu”. 

Facebook  builds  a custom 
website  for  each  school  that  it 
hosts.  It  makes  sense,  as 
Facebook  wants  only  JJC  stu- 


dents to  be  able  to  register  under 
the  JJC  portion  of  the  site.  This  is 
the  way  it  works  for  all  colleges 
that  are  on  Facebook. 

Students  who  are  not  aware 
of  how  to  access  their  school  c- 
mail  addresses  have  two  options. 
E-mail  information  may  be  ac- 
cessed online  at  the  JJC  website, 
www.jjc.edu,  or 
obtained  from 
any  of  the 
kiosks  located 
throughout  the 
JJC  campus. 

After  suc- 
cessfully regis- 
tering, a confir- 
mation e-mail  is 
sent  to  the 
student’s  school  address.  After  the 
account  has  been  confirmed,  the 
first  step  is  to  build  a profile.  Stu- 
dents can  upload  their  pictures, 
write  about  themselves,  and  re- 
veal their  favorite  movies,  music 
interests,  class  enrollment,  high 
school,  and  much  more. 

Students  chose  what  informa- 
tion they  wish  to  make  public. 
Whatever  is  submitted,  a student’s 
registered  friends  will  be  able  to 
view  it  on  his  or  her  profile. 


The  real  fun  with  Facebook 
begins  by  searching  for  class- 
mates and  other  friends.  For  ex- 
ample, registered  JJC  students 
can  automatically  search  for  other 
students  from  their  school.  Using 
the  “global"  search,  you  are  al- 
lowed to  search  for  others  you 
may  know,  even  if  they  attend  a 
different  col- 
lege. 

Another 
option 
Facebook  fea- 
tures is  die  abil- 
ity to  search  for 
other  students 
from  your  high 
school’s  gradu- 
ating class. 
When  building  a profile,  students 
have  the  option  to  select  which 
high  school  they  graduated  from 
and  their  graduation  year.  Forex- 
ample,  Joliet  West  High  School 
graduates  from  the  class  of  2004 
may  search  for  other  classmates 
from  their  graduating  class.  It’s  a 
fun  and  easy  way  to  get  connected 
and  keep  touch  with  many  people. 

After  finding  someone  whom 
you’d  want  to  be  friends  with,  you 
may  request  that  person  to  be  your 


friend.  An  e-mail  request  is  sent 
to  that  person,  which  he  or  she  has 
the  option  of  accepting  or  reject- 
ing. If  the  person  you  request  to 
be  friends  with  accepts  you,  you 
are  then  connected  with  him  or  her. 

Of  course,  the  system  works 
both  ways.  You  can  expect  to  re- 
ceive requests,  most  from  people 
you  know,  some  from  those  you 
may  not  know.  It’s  up  to  you 
whether  you  accept  them  or  not. 

Once  you  arc  connected  to  a 
person,  you  have  access  to  view 
his  or  her  profile.  Each  profile  has 
a section  that  reveals  who  your 
friends  are.  Registered  friends  are 
categorized  by  which  college  they 
attend. Each  Facebook  profile 
comes  with  a message  area,  "the 
wall",  this  is  the  area  where 
friends  may  post  messages  to  you. 
Only  your  registered  friends  may 
post  message  on  your  “wall". 
Facebook  also  allows  users  to  pri- 
vately message  other  Facebook 
users,  regardless  of  whether  you 
are  friends  with  that  person  or  not. 

So  why  is  Facebook  such  a 
big  deal  all  of  a sudden?  For  start- 
ers, JJC  wasn’t  exactly  one  of  the 
first  colleges  that  was  added  to  its 
database. 


For  a year  and  a half,  JJC  stu- 
dents were  left  in  the  dark  only  to 
hear  about  their  friends  from  other 
colleges  using  it.  Many  of  the  big- 
ger colleges  or  universities,  such 
as  Illinois,  Northern,  Eastern, 
Iowa,  Purdue  and  Lewis  have  been 
established  with  Facebook  for  over 
a year  now. 

Facebook  allows  only  regis- 
tered users  access.  However,  non- 
rcgistcred  users  sometimes  have 
access  if  a friend  using  Facebook 
had  a "Facebook  Me!"  link  in  his 
or  her  AOL  Instant  Messenger  pro- 
file. Facebook  does  giver  users  a 
specific  code  that  can  be  placed  in 
AIM  profiles.  The  coding  makes 
a link  to  that  person’s  Facebook 
profile,  allowing  even  non-regis- 
lered  users  limited  access.  The 
number  of  JJC  students  joining 
Facebook  continues  to  grow,  day 
nfter  day. 

For  students  who  have  grown 
tired  with  MySpace.com  (a 
website  with  a concept  similar  to 
Facebook,  but  without  affiliation 
with  any  school  or  college),  low 
and  behold,  you  finally  have  some- 
thing new  to  play  around  with. 
Have  fun. 


“...low  and  behold, 
you  finally  have 
something  new  to 
play  around  with...” 


Today's  Leaders  Are  Retiring 
Tomorrow's  Leaders  Are  Studying  at 
Governors  State  University 

Prepare  For  The  Opportunity 
Learn  about  the  bachelor's  and  master's  programs  at  GSU 


Join  us  at  our  Open  House 
October  29,  10  a.m.  - 12:30  p.m. 

Come  for  the  food  and  prizes.  Stay  for  the  education. 
High  quality 

Lowest  tuition  of  any  public  university  in  Illinois 
Accessible 

Classes  at  convenient  times 

1 University  Parkway,  University  Park,  IL,  60466 

708.534.4490  www.govst.edu 


The  Blazer  is  still  in  need  of 

STAFF  WRITERS  AND 
PHOTOGRAPHERS.  IF  YOU  ARE 
INTERESTED  IN  SEEING  YOUR  WORK 
PUBLISHED  AND  WOULD  LIKE  MORE 
INFORMATION,  PLEASE  CONTACT  US  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  AT  280-2313  OR 
EMAIL  US  AT  BLAZERMAIL@JJC.EDU! 


TRANSFER  PROGRAMS 


ILLINOIS  INSTITUTE  OF  TECHNOLOGY 


Transfer/Bachelor 
Degree  Programs: 


Part-Time 

Full-Time 

Convenient 

Online 

Degree 

Short  Course 

Certificate 


IIT  provides  the  skills 
and  knowledge  you 
need. 

Over  100  degree 
and  certificate 
programs  available 


Information  Technology 
& Management 
Coup**!  l (nlontollai  SeaihTy 
Niftrorlwg  & (onnunkation 
II  Ndia|«nwil  & (Mupnnivnklp 
Syuiras  WeinliiNftoi 
Safont*  Omlapmrnl 
Dm  Mfflogtnifil 
IrrlMMt  & IbdioiU  (rnemn 
Industrial  Technology 
& Management 
Industrial  LsfJjIUs 
Industrial  FadUltes 
Monufarluilng  TsriihtUgy 


Computer 

Science 

Electrical  & 

Computer 

Engineering 

Architecture 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Humanities 

Civil 

Engineering 

Psychology 


Transfer  Scholarships 
Available 

Wheafon  and  Chicago 
Campus  Locations 

Private  Ph.D.  Granting 
University 


Turn  your  transfer  credit  into  o bachelors  degree 
Make  an  appointment  with  an  adviser  today 


www.iif.edu 

(630)  682-6001 


-ILLINOIS  INSTiTUTeTF 

OF  IECHNOLOGY 
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rhe  ‘other’  Joliet  Junior  College]  Students  learn  the  art  of  ice  sculpting 

Romeoville 

of  1-55,  this  35.000  square  fool, 
one  story  building  has  general 
classrooms,  labs  for  biology, 
chemistry  and  photography  and 
computer  labs  for  whole  classes. 

There  are  also  resources  for  stu- 
dents to  take  advantage  of,  such 
; guidance  counselors,  academic 
tutors,  a student  computer  lab  and 
a library  resource  center.  Anyone 
who  is  enrolled  as  a JJC  student 
eligible  to  register  for  any  of 


Whenever  someone  talks 
about  Joliet  Junior  College,  it  is 
automatically  assumed  that  they 
talking  about  the  Joliet  cam- 
pus. However,  many  forget  that 
there  are  other  locations  that  of- 
fer JJC  classes  outside  of  the 
Joliet  area,  one  of  which  is  the 
North  Campus  in  Romeoville. 
Locutcd  on  the  corner  of  Romeo 
Road  and  Weber  Road  just  south 


See  NORTH  CAMPUS  page  7 


TUITION  continued  from  page  4 

private  colleges,  the  University  of 
Chicago  and  Emory  University 
among  them,  has  started  a prepaid 
tuition  plan  that  will  lock  in 


share  of  costs.  Borrowers  are  re- 
sponsible for  paying  interest  on 
the  loan  while  in  school  and  may 
choose  to  capitalize  the  interest. 
The  advantage  of  doing  this  is 
that  no  interest  payments  arc  re- 
quired. The  disadvantage  is  that 
the  interest  is  added  to  the  loan, 
meaning  that  borrowers  will  re- 
pay more  money  to  the  lender. 

All  of  these  loans  must  be 
paid  for  from  some  account,  and 
the  federal  government’s  favor- 
ite pocket  to  pick  is  the  national 
deficit.  All  of  these  loans  save 
students  a lot  in  the  long  run,  but 
in  the  end.  it  winds  up  costing  the 
government  big  bucks. 

Still,  a growing  number  of 
individual  institutions  arc  taking 
steps  to  case  the  financial  burden 
of  a college  education.  Princeton 
led  the  way  in  200 1 by  eliminat- 
ing all  need-based  loans  in  favor 
of  grants  for  those  on  financial 
aid.  The  University  of  Virginia 
is  set  to  follow  suit  in  September 
with  a $ 1 6 million  initiative  that 
will  replace  loans  with  scholar- 
ships for  poor  students  and  cap 
total  debt  from  loans  at  a year’s 
worth  of  in-state  tuition — cur- 
rently $14,520 — for  everyone 
else.  At  the  University  of  North 
Carolina-Chapcl  Hill, 
undergrads  from  low-income 
families  who  complete  10  to  12 
hours  a week  of  work  on  cam- 
pus will  receive  a full-tuition 
grant.  Harvard,  meanwhile,  will 
do  away  with  any  expected  pa- 
rental contributions  from  those 
making  less  than  $40,000  a year 
and  significantly  decrease  the 
amount  expected  from  those  who 
earn  under  $60,000. 

Other  institutions  are  hoping 
to  provide  families  with  a more 
realistic  financial  picture  from 
the  get-go. 

A group  of  more  than  230 


today’s  prices  a decade  or  two 
down  the  road — a great  deal,  as 
long  as  your  child  can  swing  ac- 
ceptance into  one  of  these  com- 
petitive schools.  Individual  col- 
leges have  also  begun  instituting 
fixed-rate  tuition  plans. 

For  example,  George  Wash- 
ington University  recently  an- 
nounced that  its  price  will  stay  at 
$34,000  a year  for  students  in  the 
class  of 2008;  the  school  has  also 
pledged  that  financial  aid  pack- 
ages will  remain  constant  over 
four  to  five  years. 

JJC  is  also  experimenting 
with  reducing  tuition  costs, 
though  in  an  unorthodox  manner 
that  could  possibly  put  more  stu- 
dents in  the  classrooms. 

The  suggested  tuition  cut 
would  halve  the  current  price  for 
any  class  held  between  2 and  6 
p.m.  The  only  dilemma  is,  in  or- 
der to  implement  such  a mark- 
down, the  college  would  have  to 
hike  prices  on  morning  and 
evening  classes,  a change  that 
would  affect  90  percent  of  the 
current  student  body. 

JJC  will  be  polling  students, 
faculty,  and  various  community 
members  before  making  a final 
decision.  Any  decisions  made 
would  not  be  implemented  until 
the  2006  school  year. 

Despite  the  aid  and  support 
that  the  government  and  even  the 
institutions  themselves  give,  there 
is  still  a major  disparity  in  the  ris- 
ing tuition  cost  and  the  average 
income  of  the  American  family. 

The  best  course  of  action  is 
planning  and  research,  develop- 
ing a strategy  that  fits  into  your 
finances  and  lifestyle  and,  most 
importantly,  into  your  goals. 


The  Holidays  Have  Arrived 
At  Your  JJC  Bookstore! 

Slop  In  Today  and  Shop  Our  Selection 
Of  Holiday  Home  and  Gift  Ideas 

t Regular  Store  Hours 

Monday — Thursday  f.  \ 
7:30  am  lo  7:00  pni 
Frida)  - 7:30  am  lo  3:30  pm 
Phone:  8IS-280-6767 
Email:  bookslorcia  jjc.edu 
Heb  Site  mvw.jjcbookslorc.com 
Spring  2006 Baais  available 
Monday.  December  5UH 

ySoliday  Happenw 
Coming  November^ 

ANightofS«les, 

Fun,  & Prizes! 

From  Your  JJC  Booksto* 

One-  Night  Only. / 
-4  pm  to  8 pm 

1 era  BradUy  Fashion  Accessories 
Arriving  Soon  at  Your  JJC  Bookstore! 

The  JJC  Bookstore  Buys  Back  Books  Every  Business  Day! 
Located  in  J/Buildinji  Across  from  the  Service  Center  <£  Registration 

A cold,  ice  crystal  swan  sits 
on  a table  proudly,  its  curved  neck 
bent  down  toward  the  table  as  the 
light  makes  it  shimmer.  That  is  the 
image  that  usually  comes  to  mind 
when  people  think  of  ice  sculp- 
tures. Here  at  Joliet  Junior  Col- 
lege, students  are  learning  this  art. 

Chef  Michael  McGreal,  De- 
partment Chair  and  Professor  of 
Culinary  Arts,  has  been  teaching 
here  at  JJC  for  ten  years  and  has 
been  passing  along  the  art  of  ice 
sculpturing  to  his  students. 

“It  is  a good  skill  for  the  stu- 
dents to  have — not  many  chefs 
can  do  it,’’  McGreal  said.  “Those 
who  can  (sculpt  ice)  make  a lot  of 
money  at  this  art." 

He  said  ice  sculpting  is  a 
unique  course  because  “It  is  a 
class  that  steps  out  of  the  text 
books  and  out  of  the  classroom 


"The  swans  are  one  of  the 
most  delicate  carvings,"  McGreal 
said.  “The  neck  of  the  swan  has  the 
most  frequent  brakes,  since  it  is 
(made  by)  free-forming.” 


must  be  done  at  the  school  and 
all  outdoors,  due  to  the  fact  of  the 
melting  ice  can  make  a mess. 

Classes  generally  last  for  four 
hours. 

"We  are  like  a mail  de- 
livcrer — no  rain,  sun  or 
snow  can  keep  us  from 
completing  our  task,” 

McGreal  said.  “Most  of  the 
time,  we  are  racing  Mother 
Nature.  If  the  weather  is 
above  45  degrees,  (the  ice) 
melts  too  fast,  or  below  40 
degrees,  it  becomes  brittle.” 

Students  leam  how  to 
work  the  basic  tools  and 
safety  procedures  for  the  art 
on  platter-shaped  pieces  of  JJC  Culinary  Arts  students  master  the 




Photo  by  Barbara  Messel 


Photo  by  Barbara  Messel 


So  much  for  basket  weaving!  This  JJC 
culinary  arts  student  works  hard  at  carving 
basket. 


setting  in  fun  and  creative  ways" 
and  allows  students  to  “experi- 
ment and  make  different  things.” 

The  large  blocks  of  ice  used 
for  sculpting  are  brought  in  by 
Lang  Ice  in  Chicago.  The  ice  be- 
comes clear  as  crystal  by  keeping 
the  surface  of  the  water  moving 
with  little  bubbles  until  it  freezes. 

Since  the  students  of  this 
craft  have  no  homework,  all  work 


ice  before  moving  to  more 
delicate  designs.  Chain 
saws,  angle  grinders  and  dye 
grinders,  generally  used  for 
woodworking,  are  applied  to  this 
delicate  art,  since  wood  and  ice 
have  similar  densities.  Safety 
equipment  is  nearly  the 
same,  as  well.  Required 
equipment  includes  eye 
protection,  earplugs,  and 
rubber-soled  shoes  (so 
the  students  don’t  get 
electrocuted).  Since  it  is 
an  outdoor  class,  later, 
when  the  weather  drops 
down,  the  students  need 
to  add  insolated  gloves 
to  the  safety  clothing. 

The  ice,  unlike 
wood,  has  a rather  large 
difference  when  it  comes 
to  cracking  during  the 
making  of  an  object. 
When  wood  cracks,  it  can  be 
smoothed  out  and  fixed  without 
much  of  the  original  object  be- 
ing ruined.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
crack  can  cause  ice  to  chip  off  and 
brake.  Brakes  can  occur  at  any 
time  because  it  is  so  brittle.  When 
this  occurs,  dry  ice  is  used  as  glue 
for  the  broken  piece  to  be  placed 
back  on,  except  when  the  piece 
shatters  like  glass. 


techniques  of  Ice  sculpting  at  main  campus. 


The  finished  pieces  are  placed 
in  the  freezer  and  can  last  about  a 
month.  After  a month,  the  ice  starts 
to  evaporate  into  gas  and  any 
carved  details  will  be  lost.  Sculp- 
tures also  get  what  is  called  freezer 
bum  after  a month’s  time. 

The  sculptures  arc  saved  for 
JJC  functions.  Renaissance  Center 
displays,  and  any  culinary  arts 
event  displays. 

“The  students  give  the  pieces 
to  these  places  and  events  because 
of  the  effort  it  takes  them  to  put  up 
the  display  and  take  it  down,” 
McGreal  said.  “There  are  times 
when  ice  sculptures  are  given  to 
other  places,  but  not  too  many  ask 
for  them." 

Every  year,  the  students  and 
teachers  give  their  time  and  talent 
to  make  ice  sculptures  for  the 
“Light  Up  the  Holidays”  parade  in 
downtown  Joliet,  using  a total  of 
about  6,000  pounds  of  ice.  At  this 
yearly  event,  they  make  many  holi- 
day icons  out  of  big  blocks  of  ice, 
which  they  set  up  outside  the  Joliet 
Historical  Museum  and  Renais- 
sance Center.  This  is  one  of  the 
only  times  when  the  general  pub- 
lic can  view  the  making  of  the  ice 
sculptures. 


hTrinity  I 


CHRISTIAN  COLLEGE 


ADULT  STUDIES.  ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS. 

Trinity's  aaekfalud  wow*  programs  lor  vwihlne  adults  allow  ytu  thu  opportunity  lo  finish 
your  degree  without  giving  up  time  on  the  |nb  a with  ywir  I i inly 

PROGRAMS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM: 

► Bachelors  *1  Science  In  Gustoess  lot  Pates  Caucus} 

Rwl  vwrM  iritormabcn  from  real  vrorld  nnbuckre.  Receive  a wireless  laptop  computer 
(with  your  paid  tuitten)  that  Is  ytus  lo  keep  after  graduatin' 
g CorfiHoaBra  lat  Palos  & C O D.  - Addison  Campus) 

ElemenUiy,  Seccnfary  or  K-l?  Certrtl  cation  avallaWe  The  program  contains  15  monlhs 
of  caasewak  phis  one  semestEr  of  stodent  teaching  (completed  diving  the  day). 

TRINITY’S  PROGRAMS  ARE: 

Cwnvwniawt  - Classes  meet  one  night  a week 

Affordable  - Tuition  includes  cost  et  toks  ml  tancial  mi  is  abatable  to  those  who  qukify 
Timely  - Earn  your  Gusaess  Degree  a Teaching  Certification  in  lass  than  22  Months 
Inspiring  - Courses  taught  tram  a Chnstun  perspective 


Eijenence  a program  that  is  eopr/ibte.  tulfflling  and  rewarding.  Classes  start  erery 
January,  Min*  June  and  September,  Visit  os  cm  the  web  at  wwv.traty.edu/aMtstudles 
tor  mere  infama  ben. 
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AURORA  UNIVERSITY 


Horoscopes 

Csprlcoro  CJDcer 


While  trying  to  pick  up  some 
extra  copies  of  your  all-time  fa- 
vorite newspaper,  the  Blazer,  you 
will  get  lost  in  the  dark  recesses 
of  the  Blazer  office  and  find  a 
treasure  map.  After  getting  in 
trouble  with  the  law  for  digging  a 
hole  in  JJC's  natural  prairie  lands, 
you  will  by  disappointed  to  find 
that  the  treasure  provides  only 
enough  money  to  pay  your  bail. 

tfcfUttlUS 

While  ice  fishing  in  Alaska, 
you  will  discover  the  lost  city  of 
Atlantis  buried  deep  beneath  your 
fishing  hole.  You  will  be  surprised 
to  find  that  the  city  is  filled  with 
Dyson  vacuum  cleaners  and  half- 
eaten  hot  dogs. 

ftscss 

Your  lucky  numbers  are  17, 
25,  42,  6.  and  33.  You  will  win 
the  lottery...  maybe. 

iflrles 

You  will  compete  on  “The 
Apprentice:  Martha  Stewart." 
Your  skills  in  reed-basket  weav- 
ing will  initially  win  you  some 
recognition,  but  Martha  will  bit- 
terly reject  you  when  you  present 
her  with  your  famous  limburger 
cheesecake. 

'fturus 

Dazed  and  confused,  you  will 
wander  into  the  JJC  science  de- 
partment and  create  a chemical 
formula  to  cure 

arachibutyrophobia,  fear  of  pea- 
nut butter  sticking  to  the  roof  of 
the  mouth.  Consequently,  you 
will  become  president  of  Skippy 
and  cam  a fortune. 

Qerotol 

While  munching  on  Luy’s 
chips,  you  will  be  inspired  to  fomi 
your  own  company  to  provide  the 
best  potato  chips  to  the  world. 
Your  contributions  will  include 
the  everlasting  potato  chip,  the 
chocolate  covered  potato  chip,  the 
uncrunchable  potato  chip,  and  the 
potato-flavored  potato  chip. 


After  winning  a trip  to  the 
Amazon  rain  forest,  you  will  be 
abducted  by  a tribe  of  head-hunt- 
ers, who  will  put  your  head  in  a 
jar.  When  they  realize  your  talk- 
ing head  has  a great  sense  of  hu- 
mor, they  will  take  you  all  over 
the  world  to  provide  comic  relief 
to  the  depressed  and  downtrod- 
den. 

Leo 

Bad  luck  and  misfortune  will 
infest  your  weak,  pathetic  soul  for 
all  eternity. ..oh  wait. ..did  we 
read  from  the  wrong  sign 
AGAIN???  Sorry! 

Virgo 

When  vacationing  in  Tennes- 
see, you  will  wander  on  stage  of 
the  Grand  Ole  Opry.  The  audience 
will  boo  Tim  McGraw  off  the 
stage  after  hearing  your  brilliant 
version  of  “Stairway  to  Heaven" 
on  the  kazoo. 

LlfcrJ 

The  last-paced  society  of  the 
United  States  will  cause  you  to 
have  a nervous  breakdown.  You 
will  embark  on  a journey  to  find  a 
slower-paced  society.  After  being 
accepted  into  an  Amish  village 
and  churning  butter  for 
years. , .you  will  have  another  ner- 
vous breakdown. 

Scorpio 

The  King  of  Sweden  will 
make  a special  appearance  at  JJC. 
When  he  sees  you  doing  your  fa- 
mous Leif  Eriksson  impression, 
he  will  olTer  you  a lifetime  supply 
of  Swedish  meatballs  to  come 
buck  to  Sweden  to  work  your 
mugic  on  the  tourists  of  Leif 
Eriksson  Lund! 

$J&Itt*rIUS 

While  reuding  the  Yellow 
Pages,  you  will  cull  the  number  of 
a name  that  catches  your  eye.  Too 
bad  you  were  too  stupid  to  remem- 
ber it  was  your  fourth  grade  P.E. 
coach,  who  stuck  you  in  the  front 
during  dodgcbnll. 


Fashions  females  will  ‘fall’  for 


Staff  Writer 

Fall — the  time  of  year  when, 
if  we’d  had  any  rain  this  summer, 
the  leaves  would  change  colors. 
Your  home  is  filled  with  a con- 
glomeration of  apple,  pumpkin, 
spice,  and  candy  corn  scented 
candles.  All  of  the  candy  that 
didn’t  tempt  you  enough  before  is 
now  on  sale  for  Halloween. 

Fall  is  also  the  time  in  which 
we  sadly  retire  our  flip-flops,  and 
our  long,  layering  tanks  are  now 
worn  under  sweaters  and  blazers. 
It’s  okay  to  breathe — flip-flops,  as 
far  as  1 am  concerned,  can  be  worn 
well  past  the  first  frost,  and  there 
are  plenty  other  fall  fashions  and 
accessories  to  experiment  with. 

The  military  look  is  very 
popular  this  fall,  and  no,  that  does 


not  mean  the  camouflage  cutolT 
capris  you  wore  two  summers  ago. 
The  military  look  for  fall  is  more 
sleek,  fresh,  and  brisk.  The  cut  is 
more  professional,  the  buttons  are 
big  and  brass,  and  the  look  is  more 
navy  than  army  inspired. 

The  classic  staples  of  fall, 
such  as  the  prep  school  look  and 
all  that  is  associated  with  it,  arc 
still  very  worth  wearing,  but  get 
updated  for  ’05. 

Keeping  trend  with  last  fall, 
shrunken  is  still  in,  but  this  fall,  it 
is  oxford  shirts  that  look  like  they 
have  been  in  the  dryer  too  long, 
and  not  the  blazers  worn  over 
them.  Tweed,  plaid,  corduroy,  and 
herringbone  are  the  four  subjects 
you  need  to  study  in  order  to  ace 
your  scholarly  look. 

If  you  were  in  love  with  the 


funky  Bohemian  look,  then  you 
will  love  being  able  to  clash  dif- 
ferent layering  prints.  Think  flo- 
ral, stripes,  and  small  polka-dots 
mixed  together  in  crazed  perfec- 
tion. 

Drum  roll  please:  The  new- 
est and  most  sought-after  look,  by 
far,  is  the  Victorian  look. 

Honestly,  when  you  think 
about  it.  who  could  go  wrong  with 
lace,  ruffles,  and  velvet?  This  look 
isn’t  meant  to  be  frilly  or  over-the- 
top,  because  is  more  romantic  and 
flowing,  not  uptight  and  stuffy. 

These  are  just  a few  of  the 
many  sought  after  looks  this  fall. 
If  ever  in  doubt,  don’t  be,  because 
this  fall,  the  looks  are  imaginative. 
Just  be  confident  in  what  you  wear, 
and  you  will  be  starting  the  best 
trend  of  all. 
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NORTH  CAMPUS 
continued  from  page  6 

the  numerous  classes  offered  at 
this  campus  and  can  still  be  en- 
rolled in  a Main  Campus  course 
in  the  same  semester.  The  bulk 
of  the  classes  offered  arc  gen- 
eral core  classes  such  as  En- 
glish, history,  or  mathematics. 
However,  you  can  also  enroll  in 
technical  classes  such  as  nurs- 
ing or  photography. 

Class  limes  arc  varied  to  fit 
any  schedule  as  courses  are  of- 
fered weekdays  and  weekends, 
mornings  and  evenings. 

By  far,  the  best  feature  that 
the  North  Campus  ofTcrs  though 
is  the  convenience  and  the  lack 
of  congestion  on  campus.  I f you 
live  in  or  around  the  Romcovillc 
area,  it  is  much  easier  to  go  to 
the  North  Campus  than  to  fight 
traffic  going  to  the  Main  Cam- 
pus, and  best  of  all,  parking  is 
an  ease  because  of  the  limited 
amount  of  students  attending 
class  at  any  one  time. 

So  when  registering  for 
classes  for  future  semesters, 
consider  enrolling  in  classes  at 
the  North  Campus  because  of 
the  convenience,  minimal  con- 
gestion and  available  resources 
for  students  with  any  type  of 
schedule. 
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Dead  wrong  about  ‘Corpse  Bride’  U2  rocks  United  Center 


Staff  Writer 

Halloween  is  fast  approaching, 
and  yes,  Tim  Burton  has  done  it 
again.  He  has  brought  forth  a host 
of  very  ugly  and  dreary,  yet  lovable 
characters  in  his  latest  film,  The 
Corpse  Bride. 

Don’t  worry,  though — Johnny 
Depp  is  in  it,  and  he  seems  to  com- 
plete the  whole  atmosphere  of 
Burton’s  films.  The  formula  that  1 
have  come  to  appreciate  from  Tim 
Burton  is  a mix  of  Johnny  Depp, 
musical  numbers,  and  of  course,  the 
whole  down-to-earth  gothic  ambi- 
ence. 

All  were  present,  but  not  to  par, 
Victor,  who  is  played  by  Johnny 
Depp,  falls  short  of  a Freddie 
Kruger  movie  and  marries  a corpse 
by  accident.  The  movie  starts  well 
in  an  early  20"'  century  setting  and 
depicts  a man  meeting  a woman  for 
the  first  time — on  their  wedding 
day. 

The  very  absent-minded  Victor 
cannot,  for  the  “life"  of  him,  get  his 
vows  done  correctly;  he  is  very  ner- 
vous and  cannot  get  it  right.  Both 
sides  of  the  family  find  him  a re- 
pulsively simple  man  and  just  want 
the  marriage  to  get  over  with.  The 
age-old  scenario  of  marrying  into 
money  seems  the  answer,  but  not  for 
these  newlyweds;  there  is  something 
much  more  lively  for  this  couple. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Warner  Bros. 
There's  been  a grave  misunderstanding  In  Corpse  Bride. 


I could  have  easily  gone  with- 
out the  dry  puns  that  were  con- 
stantly paraded  throughout  the  pic- 
ture— the  spider  claiming  that  she 
was  a “widow”  to  the  bride,  the  very 
old  skeleton  master  claming  that  ev- 
eryone is  “dying”  to  go  to  the  after 
life,  and  Victor  reuniting  with  his 
childhood  pet  dog,  telling  him  to 
play  "dead".  Well,  I didn’t  see  that 
one  coming  from  the  wayside. 

This  is  when  the  film  takes  a 
turn  for  the  worse.  Victor  has  not 
been  seen  in  a day,  and  it  is  assumed 
that  he  had  cold  feet.  The  very  evil 
and  maniacal  parents  of  Victoria 
marry  off  their  only  daughter  to  a 
misrepresented  villain  who,  of 
course,  is  marrying  for  money  and 


wants  to  kill  her  off  for  the  good  of 
his  pocketbook.  This  twisted  tale  of 
love  turns  into  a brochure  for  Exis- 
tentialism 101. 

Then  Victor  contends  the  ac- 
tions of  his  former,  and  asserts  a 
promise  to  free  his  corpse  bride  and 
kill  himself,  to  affirm  a timeless  love 
for  Emily,  mostly  because  he  lost 
Victoria. 

I had  my  reservations  about 
Tim  Burton  before  I walked  into  the 
theatre.  Tim  Burton  excelled  in  The 
Nightmare  Before  Christmas , but 
for  me,  ruined  Charlie  and  the 
Chocolate  Factory  and  came  up 
short  of  the  target  with  his  latest. 
Corpse  Bride. 


Entertainment  Writer 

Irish  rockers  U2  brought  their 
ligh-energy  and  multi-faceted  Vcr- 
:igo  Tour  to  the  United  Center  in 
hicago  on  Sept.  20  and  21.  Luck- 
ly,  I managed  to  find  someone  sell- 
ng  their  nosebleed  scats  at  face 
'alue. 

From  the  furthest  expanses  of 
he  massive  arena,  the  voice  of  lead 
inger  Bono  and  the  sounds  of  The 
Edge’s  guitar,  Adam  Clayton’s  bass 
ind  Larry  Mullen,  Jr.’s  drums  can 
)e  heard  and  felt. 

The  band  kicked  off  the  perfor- 
nance  with  “City  of  Blinding 
ights,"  complete  with  high  beams 
jointed  toward  the  crowd.  Poetic  in 
:he  very  least. 

Bono  improvised  during  the 
jpening  riff  of  “Beautiful  Day."  He 
‘farted  singing  his  version  of  Rod 
Stewart’s  “Do  Ya  Think  I’m  Sexy”: 
If  you  like  my  body/something, 
iometliing,  something,"  garnering  a 
huckle  from  Bono. 

Bono  asked  the  crowd  to  send 
heir  name  via  text  message  to 
36483.  This  is  one  of  Bono’s  many 
:harities.  One. 

Aside  from  the  politics,  U2 
jrovided  the  fans  in  the  crowd  with 


all  the  hits  to  expect:  “Pride,' 
"Where  the  Street  Have  No  Name,' 
“With  Or  Without  You,”  “New 
Year’s  Day.” 

What  was  shocking  was  the 
absence  of  my  personal  favorite 
“Mysterious  Ways.” 

However,  the  group  played 
most  recognizable  songs  ever: 
“Sunday  Bloody  Sunday.”  U2 
showed  that  you  have  never  heard 
the  song  until  you  heard — and 
seen — it  live. 

Mullen  and  The  Edge  offset 
Bono’s  passionate  lyrics.  Mullen 
proves  that  he  can  provide  beats  that 
redefine  the  use  of  the  drums.  The 
Edge  is  revolutionary,  constantly  re- 
inventing the  guitar  chords  he  uses 
to  seduce  the  crowd.  He  creates 
sounds  from  those  tightly  stretched 
chords  that  I haven’t  heard  since 
Hendrix. 

In  the  end,  it  is  the  combine  el- 
ements of  each  band  member  that 
provides  U2  with  their  great  sound. 
They  each  are  different  but  when  the 
ingredients  are  all  stirred  together, 
they  mix  and  flow  perfectly. 

To  quote  Bono:  “We’re  one. 
but  we’re  not  the  same/We’ve  got 
to/Carry  each  other/Carry  each 
other/One.” 


Photo  courtesy  of  Touchstone  Pictures 
Kyle  Pratt  (Jodie  Foster)  frantically  searches  for  her  daughter  In  Flightplan. 


’Flightplan’  has  great  suspense  but  ends  too  happily 

wmmmnm 

Entertainment  Writer 

Every  now  and  then,  a Him 
with  a pretentious  premise  comes 
along  and  surprises  audiences  with 
suspense  and  drama,  and  the  film 
becomes  a hit. 

I,  at  least,  think  that  way  some- 
times. When  I saw  the  trailer  for 
Panic  Room  a few  years  ago,  1 
thought  it  was  absurd  and  silly.  1 
also  wondered  what  such  a great 
actress  as  Jodie  Foster  is  doing  in 
it.  Then  1 saw  it.  It  had  an  air  of 
drama  and  edge-of-your-seal  sus- 
pense. This  year,  Flightplan  seemed 
a little  silly.  But  if  Jodie  Foster 
made  a good  decision  about  Panic 
Room,  she  must  have  thought  highly 
of  Flightplan. 

Kyle  Pratt  (Foster)  has  just  suf- 
fered the  death  of her  husband.  She 
and  her  daughter,  Julia  (Marlene 
Lawston),  are  relocating  back  to 
New  York  from  Berlin,  where  Kyle 
worked  as  an  aviation  engineer. 

While  onboard  the  jumbo  jet, 

Julia  goes  missing  when  Kyle  falls 
asleep.  She  becomes  frantic  while 
she  begins  to  search  throughout  all 
the  passenger  cabins.  Flight  atten- 
dants begin  to  help,  but  Kyle  docs 
not  view  it  as  help.  She  wants  to 
speak  to  Captain  Rich  (Sean  Bean) 
and  starts  to  stir  up  the  passengers. 

Air  Marshal  Gene  Carlson  (Peter 
Sarsgaard)  attempts  to  calm  Kyle. 

However,  complications  arise 
when  the  flight  crew  informs  her 
that  they  have  no  record  on  the  pas- 
senger manifest  of  Julia  ever  being 
onboard.  Kyle  begins  to  struggle 
with  the  thought  she  is  losing  her 
sanity,  but  she  perseveres  against 
crew  advice  and  the  orders  of 
Carson  and  Rich. 

These  kinds  of  films  are  tailor- 
made  to  include  a twist  ending,  and 
Flightplan  is  no  exception. 


FLIGHTPLAN 

★ ★ ★ 

Rated  PG- 1 3 ( for  violence 
and  some  intense  plot 
material) 

Starring:  Jodie  Foster. 

Peter  Sarsgaard.  Erika 
Christensen.  Sean  Bean. 
Amanda  Brooks 
Directed  by:  Robert 
Sch  wen  ike 

Running  time:  93  minutes 
Now  playing  in  local 
theaters 


Foster  is  believable  as  a grief- 
stricken  widow  and  mother,  and  the 
always-great  Sean  Bean  is  great  to 
see  in  a “good  guy”  role.  Peter 
Sarsgaard  is,  again,  brilliant  in  his 
role  of  the  air  marshal. 

Director  Robert  Schwcntkc, 
making  his  American  feature  film 
debut  here,  makes  good  use  of  the 
camera,  using  the  empty  space  of 
the  passenger  cabin  to  convey  the 


lonely  and  lost  emotion  of  Kyle.  It’s 
shot  beautifully  with  great  set  de- 
sign. 

There  is  just  one  qualm  I have 
with  the  film.  At  the  end,  I got  too 
much  of  a "goodie-goodie”  feeling. 
The  ending  was  just  a little  too 
happy  for  me.  After  going  through 
all  that  edge-of-your-seat,  suspense- 
ful excitement,  I wanted  to  still  have 
a sense  of  despair,  disdain  and  de- 
pression. Fine,  call  me  sick.  But 
some  of  the  great  films,  both  old  and 
recent,  have  had  sad,  glum  and  re- 
alistic, non-Hollywood  endings: 
Mystic  River.  Saving  Private  Ryan, 
Seven.  Carlito  s Way.  American 
Beauty.  Monster  s Ball . even  Sin 
City  and  Lost  in  Translation  to  an 
extent. 

Make  sure  seats  belts  are  fas- 
tened and  return  your  tray  tables  to 
their  upright,  locked  position  for  a 
suspenscf\il  ride,  with  Foster  putting 
on  a great  performance  that  is 
capped  off  by  great  cinematogra- 
phy. Enjoy  your  flight. 
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New  albums  released 
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Common 

Common  is  back  with  a clas- 
sic! With  his  latest  album,  “Be,” 
Common  has  shocked  the  world 
of  hip-hop.  Collaborating  with  su- 
per-producer Kanye  West,  Com- 
mon is  reestablishing  himself  as 
a heavyweight  in  the  rap  game. 
After  receiving  negative  backlash 
from  his  last 
; album,  “Elec- 
tric Circus,” 
Common  is 
returning  to 
his  roots. 
Now  a signed 
artist  on 
Kanye’s  new  record  label, 
G.O.O.D  Music,  Common  is  re- 
ceiving massive  mainstream  at- 
tention along  with  the  enormous 
amount  of  respect  from  the  hip- 
hop  community  he  has  been  re- 
ceiving since  his  debut.  Although 
Common  has  been  recognized  as 
a well-established  M.C.  for  over 
a decade,  he  has  reinvented  him- 
self to  the  point  of  being  like  a 
new  artist. 

On  Common’s  last  album,  he 
was  criticized  for  his  evolving 
unique  style.  He  was  accused  of 
losing  his  focus  and  losing  touch 
with  his  original  audience  of  hip- 
hop-heads.  Common  shut  up  all 
skeptics  with  his  hit  debut  single, 
“The  Comer,"  featuring  Kanye 
West.  Along  with  regaining  the 
hood.  Common  grabbed  the 
popular  audience  with  this  year’s 
street  banger. 

Common  is  receiving  many 
benefits  by  being  signed  to 
GO.O.D  Music.  Besides  getting 
the  proper  promotion  that  he 
wasn’t  getting  from  Columbia 
Records,  he  is  also  being  pro- 
duced by  beat  extraordinaire 
Kanye  West.  Kanye  produced 
eight  of  the  ten  tracks  on  the  al- 
bum. The  soulful  beats  merge  to- 
gether with  Common’s  smooth 
but  powerful  rhyme  style  so  per- 
fectly that  they  seem  like  they 


should  never  be  without  one  an- 
other. Every  track  on  this  album  is 
a highlight  song.  It's  so  easy  to  play 
the  CD  the  whole  way  though  and 
repeat.  I give  this  album  5 stars  out 
of  5. 

Cassidy 

He's  a hustla  homie.  The 
punch  line  king,  Cassidy,  has  re- 
turned with  his  sophomore  album 
“I’m  a Hustla.”  Cassidy’s  first 
single  of  the  album,  also  entitled 
“I’m  a Hustla"  (featuring  Jay-Z), 
was  a smash  hit.  This  is  important 
news  for  Cassidy  after  the  disap- 
pointment of  his  highly  anticipated 
debut  album  “Split  Personality.” 
On  his  newest  release,  Cassidy  still 
hits  you  with  the  punch  line  flows 
that  we  all  know  and  love  him  for, 
but  this  time,  he  puts  more  weight 
behind  it  to  break  down  the  barrier 
that  limits  him  to  just  a punch-line 
rapper. 

On  “Split  Personality,” 
Cassidy  was  criticized  for  trying  to 
play  both  sides  of  the  fence.  People 
didn’t  approve  of  his  trying  to  be  a 
commercial  ladies’  man  and  a 
hardcore,  hustling,  underground 
mix-tape  monster.  On  “I’m  a 
Hustla,”  Cassidy  battles  the  issue. 
No,  really — he  battles  the  issue! 
Cassidy’s  two  split  personalities  go 
at  it  in  an  MC  battle;  the  old 
Cassidy, 
known  as  “the 
Problem”, 
and  the  new 
Cassidy,  “the 
Hustla".  The 
whole  battle 
goes  down  ala 
Ali  vs.  Frasier,  with  ring  commen- 
tary and  all.  Who  comes  out  the 
victor?  None  other  than  “the 
Hustla.” 

This  album  is  definitely  worth 
buying — no  need  for  the  burner. 
“I’m  a Hustla”  also  features  artists 
Fabolous,  Lil’  Wayne,  Nas,  and 
Quan.  With  Swiss  Beats  as  his  ex- 
ecutive producer,  Cassidy  can’t  go 
wrong.  I give  Cassidy’s  “I’m  a 
Hustla”  4 stars  out  of  5. 


Mick  Foley  promotes 
‘Scooter,’  returns  to 
WWE  television 


Entertainment  Writer 

Wrestling  legend  Mick  Foley 
known  for  a lot  of  things.  Wres- 
ting with  thumbtacks.  Swinging  a 
jaseball  bat  wrapped  in  barbed 
wire.  Losing  an  ear  in  a match, 
-lowcvcr,  since  a few  years  ago,  you 

now  add  full-fledged  author. 

Foley’s  first  book,  a biography 
tom  his  Mankind  persona  entitled 
Have  A Nice  Day:  A Tale  of  Blood 
vtd  Sweatsocks,  topped  the  New 
York  Times ’ bestsellers  list.  Foley  Is 
Good,  Foley’s  second  book  that  was 
)oth  biographical  and  commentary, 
llso  went  to  that  position  as  well. 
Both  were  fairly  well-received 
imong  the  writing  community. 

He  even  wrote  two  children’s 
looks,  both  bringing  him  into  the 
ives  of  younger  wrestling  fans. 

Foley’s  first  foray  into  fiction, 
Tietam  Brown,  was  unable  to 
ichicvc  both  the  critical  and  finan- 
ial  success  of  his  previous  works. 

But  Foley  is  not  hampered  by 
;t.  His  latest  book,  Scooter,  is  noth- 
ing like  what  the  critics  of  Tietam 
Brown  called  “lurid."  Released  on 
\ug.  23,  Scooter  has  received  much 
cinder  comments  than  its  prcdeccs- 

“It’s  a coming-of-age  story  set 
n the  Bronx  in  the  1960s  about  a 
csilicnt  kid  who  goes  through  some 
urbulcnt  times  and  manages  to  per- 
icvere,  partially  for  his  love  of  the 
>amc  of  baseball,”  Foley  said  at 
Wizard  World  Chicago  in  August 
His  passion  from  this  book  is 
what  has  kept  him  off  World  Wres- 
ling  Entertainment  television  for 
juitc  some  time. 

“I’ve  been  getting  ready  for  this 
look  to  come  out,”  Foley  said.  “I 
ravel  around  a lot.  I do  things  rang- 
ing form  comic  book  conventions 
:o  auto  shows  to  minor  league  basc- 
lall  games.  On  top  of  that,  I have 
four  kids  that  keep  me  busy." 

When  asked  at  Wizard  World,, 
'oley  said  that  he  was  not  under 
:ontract  with  WWE. 

“I’m  kind  of  a freelance  guy." 
to  said.  “I  do  whatever  I like." 

Fortunately  for  fans.  Foley  had 
brief  interview  posted  at  wwc.com 
m Aug.  3 1 , in  which  he  said  that  he 
ind  WWE  had  reached  “an  agrcc- 
nent  in  principle"  for  a return. 

On  Oct.  3,  Foley  returned  to 
WWE  television  on  WWE  Home- 
■oming,  WWE  RA  IP’s  return  to  the 
JSA  network  cable  channel.  Foley 
the  guest  on  wrestling’s  version 
if  Johnny  Carson:  “Piper’s  Pit”  with 
-eccnt  WWE  Hall  of  Fame  inductee 
‘Rowdy’’  Roddy  Piper.  Unfortu- 
lately,  Foley’s  celebration  was  cut 
hort,  courtesy  of  an  RKO  from 
landy  Orton.  Orton’s  father,  “Cow- 
loy”  Bob  Orton,  had  posed  as  a 
xidyguard  for  Piper  during  the  early 
:ightics,  both  on  the  opposite  side 
if  Hulk  Hogan  and  Mr.  T at  the  first 
Wrestlemania. 

Then  again,  with  his  in-ring 
:areer  winding  down,  the  possibil- 
ity of  being  inducted  into  the  WWE 
Ball  of  Fame  came  up. 


Photo  by  Matt  Shoohi 
Mick  Foley  signs  copies  of  Scooter  at  Border's  Books  & Music  In  Logrango 
on  Sept.  22. 


“I  think  they’d  give  me  a 
couple  more  years,"  Foley  said.  "I 
think  they’d  think  I’rfi  too  young  to 
be  in  the  Hall  of  Fame.  But  I imag- 
ine in  a few  years  that  phone  will 
ring  with  the  offer." 

The  Hall  of  Fame  induction 
ceremony  has  become  a new  annual 
event,  taking  place  the  night  before 
WWE ’s  version  of  the  Super  Bowl, 
Wrestlemaniu. 

With  Wrestlemaniu  22  sched- 
uled for  the  Allstate  Arena  in 
Rosemont,  111.,  Foley  laughed  at  the 
thought  of  next  being  in  Chicago  for 
that. 

“I  could  well  be  a part  of 
Wresdemania,"  he  said. 

At  the  Sept.  22  book  signing 
for  Scooter  at  Border’s  Books  and 


Music  in  Lagrange,  Mick  Foley 
read  personally  selected  excerpt: 
from  Scooter. 

When  one  member  of  (hi 
jammed  crowd  in  Border’s  cafi 
asked  what  pnge  he  was  rcudinj. 
from,  Foley  responded  with  173. 

“By  the  time  you  figure  oi 
thut’s  not  the  page.  I’ll  be  halfway 
done."  Foley  said. 

Following  the  rcudings,  Foley 
fielded  questions  from  the  mostly 
1 8-und-under  crowd. 

When  asked  what  person  he 
liked  to  face  if  he  hud  just  one  more 
match,  Foley  was  sarcustic  until  tin 
end. 

"Well,  according  to  the  c 
tract  1 signed,  I huve  six  m 
matches,"  Foley  said. 


‘Scooter’  nostalgic,  rich 
with  history  of  baseball 


Entertainment  Writer 

Pro  wrestler  Mick  Foley’s  scc- 
ind  novel,  Scooter,  is  a descriptive 
tory  of  a boy’s  coming-of-age  story 
•rowing  up  in  the  Bronx 

Foley  definitely  did  his  re- 
icarch.  The  book  is  rich  with  the 
listory  of  baseball.  From  the  way 
Vlickcy  Mantle  played  the  game  to 
particular  New  York  Mcts  game 
rom  1969. 

Scooter  Riley  is  just  a Bronx 
id  in  the  ‘60s.  He’s  named  from 
1950  MVP  Yankees  shortstop  Phil 
lizzuto.  This  shows  how  much  his 
amily — his  father,  at  least— is 
Jccply  entrenched  into  the  national 
lastime.  Scooter’s  father  Patrick  is 
die-hard  Yankees  fan,  refusing  to 
oot  for  the  Mets  when  the  “Bronx 
3ombers"  start  skidding  through  the 
season.  He  even  won’t  drink  the 
Vlcts-sponsorcd  beer,  saying  it 
tasted  like  Tom  Seavcr’s  piss.” 
rhat  raises  the  concerns  of  the  char- 
lcters  on  how  Patrick  knows  what 
leaver  urine  tastes  likes. 

Such  humor,  as  gross  as  it  may 
*cm,  is  neatly  infused  into  the  story 
hat  is  rich  with  history  of  not  only 
>ascball  but  New  York  in  general, 


right  down  to  the  bar  brawl  in  new 
York  between  Vietnam  War  advo 
cates  and  protesters. 

Scooter’s  father  is  a N.Y.  po- 
lice officer,  struggling  through  tlu 
burden  of  the  changing  Bronx, 
eluding  the  change  of  ethnic  neigh- 
borhoods and  the  introduction  ol 
civil  rights. 

Foley  seems  to  enjoy  usinj. 
greatly  descriptive  languuge.  Ht 
uses  so  many  adjectives  like  tlu 
many  thumbtacks  that  have  piercei 
his  back  in  his  hardcore  matches 
Fortunately  for  readers,  it  provide: 
a vivid  picture  of  the  time. 

Foley  does  not  envelope  him- 
self in  an  intertwining,  mulli-facctci 
story.  What  he  proves  is  that  simple 
and  straightforward  stories,  san: 
twists  and  multiple  perspectives 
can  work.  It  especially  works  here 
with  the  colorful  language  and  nos 
talgia. 

If  Tietam  Brown  was  Foley  at 
the  ultra-hardcore  Cactus  Jack 
Scooter  is  the  necktie  wearing,  Mr 
Socko  on-hand  Mankind:  kinder 
gentler  but  still  edgy.  Foley  give* 
us  a nice  day  with  his  great  story 
about  a boy,  his  father  and  their  love 
of  baseball. 
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True  story- 

mm  iwn&iMiM 

Entertainment  Writer 

Domino  Harvey  was  a Ford 
model  at  one  time.  She  sought  ex- 
citement and  adventure  from  her 
otherwise  boring  runway  world. 
What’s  a girl  to  do?  Become  a 
bounty  hunter. 

Domino  is  based  on  that  true 
story... sort  of. 

Such  is  the  taglinc  of  the  part- 
biopic,  part-fiction  film  from  direc- 
tor Tony  Scott  (Top  Gun,  Man  on 
Fire). 

Domino  Harvey  (Kcira 
Knightlcy)  is  unsatisfied  with  her 
life.  After  her  father,  Laurence 
Harvey  (The  Manchurian  Candi- 
date), passed  away,  she  never 


-sort  of— lends  to  dizzying  grit  of  ‘Domino’ 


DOMINO 

■Ar  ^ 

Rated  R (for  strong  violence, 
pervasive  language,  sexual 
content/nudily  and  drug  use) 
Starring:  Kcira  Knighlley, 
Mickey  Rourke,  Edgar  Ramirez. 
Christopher  Walken 
Directed  by:  Tony  Scott 
Running  time:  120  minutes 
Opens  Friday,  Oct.  14  in  local 
theaters 


achieved  the  level  of  high  society 
Domino’s  mother  (Jacqueline 
Bissel)  always  lived  and  never 
wanted  to  live  without. 

Domino  decides  to  forego  the 


Cast  of  Domino 


902 1 0 li fe  to  attend  a bounty  hunter 
seminar,  instructed  by  bail  bonds- 
man Claremont  Williams  III 
(Delroy  Lindo)  and  bounty  hunters 
Ed  Mosbey  (Mickey  Rourke)  and 
Choco  (Edgar  Ramirez)  for  S99. 
only  to  have  the  three  of  them  at- 


Photo courtesy  of  New  Line  Cinema 


tempt  to  ditch  with  the  dough. 
Domino  stops  them  to  get  “hired," 
much  to  Mosbey  and  Choco’s  dis- 
may. 

After  Domino  becomes  one  of 
the  top  bounty  hunters  around,  TV 
executive  mark  Heiss  (Christopher 
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Walken)  pitches  the  idea  of  TV 
cameras  following  Domino  and  her 
crew  around  for  a new  reality  tele- 
vision show  called  The  Bounty 
Squad  and  hosted  by,  of  all  people, 
Beverly  Hills.  90210's  Brian  Aus- 
tin Green  and  Ian  Ziering  (playing 
themselves). 

The  hunters  get  caught  up  in  a 
scheme  to  get  back  a casino  mogul’s 
money  which  actually  belongs  to 
mob.  The  scheme  involves  Will- 
iams’ mistress,  Latecsha 
(Mo’Nique),  her  twin  cousins,  and 
Latecsha’s  terminally  ill  grand- 
daughter. Domino  and  her  crew  get 
caught  up  in  the  ploy  and  are  in 
deeper  than  they  ever  have  been 
when  it’s  part  of  an  ongoing  FBI 
investigation 

Director  Scott  takes  the  true 
story  of  Harvey  and  fictionalizes  it 
for  Hollywood’s  purposes.  To  com- 
pliment the  real  Domino’s  troubled, 
crazy  life,  Scott  uses  grainy  imag- 
ery that  looks  like  it  was  washed  in 
lime  juice  and  set  out  in  the  desert 
sun  to  dry.  Dizzying  camera  work 
also  helps  to  portray  the  craziness 
of  Domino’s  life  with  a shaky  grit- 
tiness that  is  deeply  embedded  in 
formalistic  filmmaking.  Some  may 
not  like  the  look,  but  if  you  under- 
stand the  real  Domino,  then  you  get 
Domino. 

Keira  Knightlcy,  a genuine  ris- 
ing star  in  Hollywood,  does  well  in 
her  first  leading  role.  Her  perfor- 
mance is  well  enough  to  stand  alone, 
though  her  back  up  actors  are  ex- 
ceptional, and  in  some  cases,  almost 
steal  the  show. 

Mickey  Rourke  continues  his 
climb  back  to  stardom — following 
his  mesmerizing  turn  in  the  great  Sin 
City  earlier  this  year — with  a badass 
turn  as  the  bounty  hunter  boss. 
Christopher  Walken  does  what  he 
does  best:  play  himself — an  oddball 
character  who  speaks  memorable 
lines  and  chews  up  scenery  like 
there’s  no  tomorrow. 

Ultimately,  Domino  is  a testa- 
ment to  a.stimulating,  yet  short,  life: 
Domino  Harvey  died  in  her  Los 
Angeles  home  on  June  27,  2005. 
Authorities  have  not  completely 
ruled  out  suicide,  but  they  do  know 
it  was  from  an  overdose  of  painkill- 
ers. 

Rourke  missed  a call  from 
Domino  a few  days  before  her  death 
because  he  was  in  the  middle  of 
having  an  appendectomy.  He  tried 
calling  back  three  days  later  and  left 
her  a message.  When  Domino  didn’t 
call  back.  Rourke  called  Scott’s  of- 
fice. The  man  who  answered  said, 
“Didn’t  you  hear?”  Rourke  then 
hung  up  the  phone.  “I  didn’t  want 
to  hear,”  he  said. 

In  a statement  following 
Domino’s  death,  Scott  says  the  real 
Domino  “never  failed  to  surprise 
me.... She  was  a free  spirit  like  no 
other  I have  ever  known.”  It  makes 
you  wonder  what  else  she  had  to 
bring  the  world  after  living  so  much 
in  so  little  time;  she  was  only  35 
years  old. 

After  the  death,  the  film’s  re- 
lease date,  originally  slated  for  late 
August,  was  pushed  to  November. 
The  film  is  set  for  release  this  Fri- 
day, Oct.  14. 

Violent,  gritty  and  unrelenting, 
Domino  is  a visually  stunning,  high- 
prized  bounty  of  a film  that  may 
make  you  dizzy  but  is  worth  chas- 
ing after. 
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Athletes:  In  their  own  words... 


JJC  Volleyball  team 

Attending  college  after  serv- 
ing four  years  in  the  Marine 
Corps  has  pros  and  cons  of  all 
kinds.  I definitely  miss  the 
comradery  of  the  corps.  Every- 
one who  serves  with  you  becomes 
like  your  brother  or  sister,  and 
you  know  that  each  of  you  would 
fight  for  each  other's  life.  In 
school,  that  is  not  the  case.  In  a 
way,  it  is  every  man  or  woman  for 
himself  or  herself.  No  one  is  there 
because  they  signed  a contract 
with  the  government. 

They  are  there  for  them- 
selves, for  the  purpose  of  educa- 
tion, or  maybe,  because  their  par- 
ents told  them  to  go.  Either  way, 
it’s  not  a matter  of  mission  ac- 
complishment and  troop  welfare 
anymore;  it's  about  getting  ahead 
in  life. 

Deploying  to  Iraq  for  six 
months  during  Operation  Iraqi 
Freedom  made  me  learn  a lot 
about  life  and  the  things  we  take 
. for  granted — things  such  as  cold 
water,  hot  showers,  McDonald’s, 


and  toilets.  Learning  this,  and  ap- 
plying it  to  my  life  now  as  a col- 
lege student,  has  helped  me  not  to 
“sweat  the  small  stuff". 

1 am  grateful  for  having  the 
chance  to  obtain  a college  educa- 
tion. Trying  to  balance  collegiate 
athletics,  schoolwork  and  a job 
can  be  lough  at  times,  but  it  is  im- 
portant to  stay  focused  on  the  task 
at  hand. 

The  discipline  I learned  in  the 
military  has  helped  me  to  give  100 
percent  in  all  of  my  games,  prac- 
tices and  in  the  classroom. 

So  far.  college  is  a nice 
change  of  pace  from  a very  struc- 
tured and  regulated  lifestyle.  I am 
on  my  own  program,  in  which  I 
determine  the  next  choice  to 
make. 

Hopefully,  I can  offer  some 
sort  of  benefit  to  my  team  and  fel- 
low peers  from  what  1 learned 
from  my  experience  in  the  mili- 
tary. 


Sports 
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Sccrebcard 


Photo  by  Michael  DINovo 


Running  Back  Matt  Cattey 
scored  the  winning  touchdown 
in  a game  for  the  ages 
Saturday,  In  Mason  City,  Iowa. 
JJC  and  North  Iowa  Area 
Community  College  battled  It 
out  for  six  overtime  periods. 
Caffey  put  the  Wolves  ahead  by 
a touchdown  In  the  sixth 
overtime  on  a 14-yard  scamper. 
"It  was  a great  cut  that  he  made 
In  the  sixth  overtime  that 
scored  the  touchdown, " said 
head  coach  Bob  MacDougall, 
who  won  game  216  as  a head 
coach.  "He  ivas  using  his  feet 
and  his  vision  at  the  same 
time.  It  was  an  excellent  move 
by  a tailback. " 


RECORD  MFC  PF  PA  .LCL 


4-3  151  125.625 


MASON  CITY,  Iowu  - In  a 
Midwest  Football  Conference 
mutch-up.  visiting  JJC  won  a 
marathon  game  against  the 
Trojans  of  North  Iowa  Area 
Community  College,  30-22,  in  six 
overtimes. 

Mutt  Caffey  scored  on  u 14-yard 
run  to  give  the  Wolves  a six  point 
lead  in  the  sixth  overtime.  Evan 
Foust  caught  quarterback  Jason 
Schluetcr’s  two-point  conversion 
pass  to  make  it  an  8 point  lead. 
Steve  Ivanisevic  connected  on 
kicks  from  22,  20  and  48  yards  to 


keep  the  game  close,  after  being 
outscored  in  the  second  half.  The 
Wolves  led  10-0  at  halftime. 

NIACC  helped  the  Wolves  by 
coughing  up  the  ball  with  three 
interceptions  and  two  turnovers.  The 
win  moves  JJC  to  5-3  (4-3)  on  the 
season.  Next  up  for  the  Wolves  is 
rival  College  of  Du  Page  (Glen  EjtjM 
III.)  at  Joliet  Memorial  Stadium 
Saturday  Oct.  16.  Then,  on  Oct.  22, 
the  Wolves  travel  to  Grund  Rapids 
Community  College  (Gniiul  Rapids. 
Mich.)  for  a regular  season  finale 
against  the  ninth  ranked  Raiders,  on 
their  quest  to  reach  the  Midwest 
Footbull  Conference  playoffs. 

Oct.  I - JJC  15.  North  Dnkotu 
State  College  of  Science 
(Wahpeton,  N.D.)  12 
JOLIET  - JJC  defeated  Midwest 
Footbull  Conference  opponent  North 
Dakota  State  College  of  Science  by  a 
score  of  15-12.  Leading  the  way  for 
the  Wolves  were  Steve  Ivanisevic 
with  2 field  goals,  and  Malt  C'alTcy 
with  a rushing  touchdown.  Cuffey 
led  all  rushers  on  the  duy  netting  138 
ynrds,  while  Brian  Miles  led  the 
receivers  with  53  yards.  Quarterback 
Jason  Schluctcr  wns  12-24  for  125 
yards. 

Byron  Miles  led  the  defense  with  a 
safety  lute  in  the  2nd  quarter.  He 
also  recorded  8 solo  tackles  on  the 
day  with  3 assisted  tackles.  Jumcl 
Anderson  and  Dave  Robinson  had 
10  and  7 solo  tackles,  respectively. 
Oct.  8 - JJC  30,  North  Iowa  Area 
CC  22  - 601 

0 

Sept.  25  - Iowa  Central  CC  - 22, 
JJC  6 

FORT  DODGE.  Iowa.  - JJC  was 
defeated  by  Midwest  Conference 
Opponent  Iowa  Centra I Community 
College  by  a score  of  22-6. 

JJC  was  led  by  kicker  Steve 
Ivanisevic  with  2 field  goals. 
Quarterback  Jason  Schluctcr  passed 
for  80  yards,  while  top  rusher  Akecm 
Topps  had  38  yards  on  14  carries. 
Marcus  Minor  led  the  defense  with  1 
interception. 

VOLLEYBALL 

RECORD  N4C 

10-10  3-2 

Sept.  20  - JJC  del.  Triton  Col.  (River 
Grave,  III):  30-21,  30-23,  30-24 


Challenge 

JJC  def.  Highland  CC  (Freeport,  i 
III.):  30-13.24-30.15-11  1 

McHenry  County  Col.  (Crystal  , 

Like.  III.)  def.  JJC:  31-29,  30-25  , 
Ellsworth  CC  (Iowa  Foils,  Iowu.)  1 
del.  JJC:  32-30.  30-23 
Grand  Rapids  CC  (Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.)  del.  JJC:  30-25,  30-28 
JJC  def.  Lake  Michigan  Col. 
(Renton  Harbor,  Mich.):  30-27, 
30-23 

Sept.  29  - JJC  def.  Waubonscc  CC 
(SiiRurGmve.  Ill .1:  30-14,  30-16, 


Oct.  4 - Harper  Col.  (Palatine,  III.)  ■ 
def.  JJC:  27-30.  27-30.  30-28.  " 

30-21,  15-11 

Oct.  6 College  of  DuPugc  (Glen  " 
FMyn,  III.)  def.  JJC:  32-30.  26-30.  ■ 
30-28, 30-23  ■ 


MEN’S  SOCCER 


RECORD 


N4C 

5-2 


7-6 

Sept.  20  - JJC  4,  Trinity  Inti.  JV  ■ 
(Deerfield.  III.)  I \ 

Sept.  22  • Kennedy  King  Col.  ■ 

(Chicano,  III.)  3.  JJC  I ■ 

Sept.  28  - JJC  6,  Triton  Col.  (River  J 
Grove,  III.)  2 i 

Oct.  I • Morton  Col.  (Cicem,  III.)  1 
3.  JJC  0 ! 

Oct.  5 -JJC  I.  Rock  Valley  i 

CaURochfonl,  III.)  0 1 

Oct.  7:  -Harper  Col  .(Palatine,  III.)  J 
3.  JJC  I 

WOMEN’S  SOCCER  ! 


.RECORD 

5-4 


N4C 

3-2 


Sept.  21  - Trinity  Inti.  JV  ■ 

( Deerfield.  III.)  2.  JJC  0 ■ 

Sept.  23  - JJC  7,  South  Suburban  JJ 
Col.  (South  Holland,  III.)  0 ■ 

Sept.  26  - Scott  CC  (, Bettendorf,  ■ 

Iowa.)  2,  JJC  I H 

Oct.  5 JJC  3,  Rock  Vulley  Col.  ■ 
(Rockford,  111.)  2 ■ 

Oct.  7 Harper  Col.  (Palatine,  lll.)m 
5.  JJC  0 ■ 


For  more  information  on  Waive 
Athletics  visit  www.JJc.edu/ 
athletics. 


Fall  ball:  decisions  remain 


Staff  Writer 

Despite  having  to  wail  for  the 
start  to  their  season,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  school  year,  the  JJC 
baseball  team’s  players  have  been 
training  with  vigor  in  an  effort  to 
mold  themselves  into  a winning 
unit. 

Head  Coach  Wayne  King’s 
troops  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
uncharacteristically  warm  autumn 
weather  by  holding  pre-season 
practices  outside.  With  the  offi- 
cial beginning  of  the  season  ly- 
ing in  wait  five  months  down  the 
road,  the  team  has  yet  to  make  its 
final  roster  decisions.  A maximum 
of  only  25  possible  roster  spots 
are  available,  yet  a group  of  35 
potential  players  remain  after  two 
rounds  of  cuts. 

To  determine  who  will  round 
out  the  last  10  positions  on  the 
team,  the  players  trying  out  are 
subjected  to  a consistent  routine 


of  infield/outfield  drills  and  daily 
batting  practice,  as  well  as 
intrasquad  games,  This  will  help 
the  coaches  narrow  down  the  lot 
of  players  while  simultaneously 
offering  valuable  mechunical  rep- 
etition to  those  who  will  eventually 
have  a place  on  the  team. 

One  potential  member  of  the 
Wolves  is  right-handed  pitcher 
Greg  Raney.  Raney  is  recovering 
from  ‘Tommy  John’  surgery,  a pro- 
cedure that  involves  elbow  liga- 
ment replacement  with  a tendon 
from  elsewhere  in  the  body.  The 
surgery  is  named  after  former  Los 
Angeles  Dodgers  pitcher  Tommy 
John. 

“Drilling  is  fun,"  says  Raney. 
"But  the  intrasquad  games  are  the 
best.  Everyone  gets  amped  up.” 

The  35-man  squad  divides  it- 
self up  into  teams  of  two.  Associ- 
ate head  coach/pitching  coach 
Mark  Smith  leads  one  team,  with 
infield  instructor  Ryan  Cougill 
captaining  the  other.  These  exhi- 


bition games  ensure  that  each 
player  has  an  opportunity  to  show 
what  he  can  do  at  the  plate,  in  the 
field,  or  on  the  mound  in  a gurne 
situation. 

At  the  conclusion  of  tryouts, 
after  the  field  is  prepared  for  the 
winter  and  the  team  switches  to  in- 
door conditioning,  each  player  will 
meet  with  either  King  or  Smith  for 
a personal  assessment  of  where  the 
player  stands  in  regards  to  his 
chances  of  making  the  team. 

While  Raney  is  optimistic 
about  his  chances  of  making  the 
team,  he  admits  that  the  competi- 
tion is  fierce,  but  friendly. 

"Everyone  is  trying  hard. 
We’re  still  forming  the  team,  but 
everyone  works  together — every- 
body picks  everyone  else  up." 

That  conduciveness  will  be 
necessary  for  another  successful 
JJC  baseball  season. 

Keep  checking  the  Blazer  and 
the  JJC  Athletic  Website  for  a full 
preview  of  the  2006  season. 
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Disappointing  loss  to  COD 
evens  volleyball  record 


Wolves’  kickers  stand 
up  to  RVC  bullying 


Staff  Writer 

JJC's  Lady  Wolves  suffered 
their  most  disappointing  loss  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  6,  and  watched  their 
record  even  to  10-10  (3-2)  at  the 
hands  of  the  College  of  DuPage 
Chaparrals  (Glen  Ellyn,  III.),  a team 
they  defeated  in  three  games  their 
first  meeting,  and  a team  that  sim- 
ply seemed  to  play  better  volleyball 
in  this  contest.  Miscues,  lack  of 
team  continuity  and  missed  position 
assignments  seemed  to  neutralize 
the  Lady  Wolves. 

“Our  serving  errors,  communi- 
cation breakdowns,  and  lack  of 


we  didn't  win  this  game,"  said 
coach  Emily  Marino.  “...But  this  is 
a team  that  wants  to  win  and  can 
win.  Our  focus  should  be  on 
DuPage,  who  we  will  probably  meet 
in  regionals." 

The  Chaparral’s  defense 
played  a crucial  role  in  the  defeat, 
being  the  driving  force  behind  ral- 
lying comeback  drives  in  each  of  the 
four  matches.  The  Chaparrals  larg- 
est rally  came  during  the  service 
turn  of  Lisa  Hollum,  in  which  they 
scored  8 straight  unanswered 
points.  The  Lady  Wolves  won  the 
second  game  30-26.  Despite  a late 


fourth  game  by  the  same  score. 

Disappointing  as  the  loss  may 
have  come,  there  was  a silver  lin- 
ing in  it.  Ericka  Novak,  Emily  Soto 
and  Danielle  Berman  all  turned  in 
solid  performances  with  10,  7 and 
8 kills  respectively,  while  Erica 
Strammel  added  31  assists.  Court 
Sweat  had  another  stellar  perfor- 
mance and  chipped  in  20  digs. 
Analecia  Santiago  was  a bright  spot, 
adding  several  excellent  defensive 
plays. 

The  Lady  Wolves  will  face 
Oakton  Community  College  on 
Oct.  18  and  Harper  College  on  Oct. 


team  continuity  are  the  main  reasons  raHy>  l^e  Lady  Wolves  lost  the  20. 

Hawks  quiet  Wolves’  howl 


Sports  Editor 

The  Hawks  from  Harper 
College  arrived  Friday  Oct.  7 for 
an  N4C  women’s  soccer  confer- 
ence game  with  intentions  of 
avenging  an  early  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  JJC.  They  left  happy, 
after  dominating  the  Wolves, 
with  a 5-0  victory. 

JJC  beat  Harper  2- 1 on 
Sept. 29  in  their  first  meeting,  at 
Harper  College. 

The  Hawks  were  one 
step  quicker  in  all  facets  of  the 
game,  although  they  did  get 


lucky  when  a few  of  the  Wolves 
kicks  went  just  right  or  just  left 
of  the  net. 

Two  of  the  Hawk's  goals 
bounced  off  the  goalposts  in  their 
favor. 

Eventually  goalkeeper 
Lynette  Flint  was  pulled. 

Harper’s  front  line,  consist- 
ing of  Megan  Finkler,  Kiley  Pieri 
and  Taryn  Minelli, consistently 
put  pressure  on  the  JJC  defend- 
ers. 

The  passing  game  seemed  a 
well-oiled  machine,  compared  to 
that  of  JJC. 


A bright  spot  for  JJC  was  the 
play  of  defender  Elise  Kinder. 

The  Hawks  added  two  goals 
in  the  second  half  to  make  the 
score  5-0,  while  Harper  goal- 
keeper Alicia  Cox  held  JJC  score- 
less. 

The  Wolves  now  stand  at  5- 
4 (3-2)  on  the  season  heading  into 
their  next  conference  game 
against  College  of  DuPage  (Glen 
Ellyn,  111.)  on  Wednesday  Oct.  12. 
COD  is  undefeated  (13-0)  and 
ranked  fourth  in  the  nation.  They 
beat  the  Wolves  10-1  on  Sept.  14. 


l&e  U/*y  I $ec  It... 


Winning  isn ’t  everything 


Sports  Editor 


If  you  asked  a Chicago 
White  Sox  fans  if  there  is  any- 
thing more  important  than  win- 
ning the  World  Series,  most 
would  say  no,  even  if  they  don’t 
believe  it.  The  Sox  are  in  the  play- 
offs. We  all  know  what  winning 
means  to  Chicago  sports  fans. 

1 realized  at  a young  age, 
thanks  to  my  mother,  that  in  the 
grand  scheme  of  things,  each 
game  is  “only  a game.”  She  told 
me  this  after  I failed  to  drive  in 
the  tying  run  in  a close  contest 
during  a little  league  game  in 
1989. 

We  were  down  9-8  in  the 
bottom  of  the  ninth  inning  with 
two  runners  in  scoring  position. 
The  count:  three  balls,  two 
strikes. 

I struck  out. 

Every  now  and  then,  I am  re- 
minded of  what  my  mother  told 
me.  Recently,  there  have  been 
some  important  reasons  to  be  re- 
minded. 

Notre  Dame  head  football 
coach  Charlie  Weis  kept  his  word 
and  granted  a wish  by  a 10-year- 
old  boy  from  Indiana  who  had  an 
inoperable  brain  tumor.  The  boy 
requested  that  Weis  call  a pass 
play  on  Notre  Dame’s  first  offen- 


sive possession  of  the  game 
against  the  University  of  Washing- 
ton. 

The  boy  died  the  day  before 
the  game. 

Despite  starting  on  their  own 
1 -yard  line,  Weis  told  quarterback 
Brady  Quinn  that  they  had  no 
choice  and  did  not  hesitate  to  keep 
his  word.  Weis  called  the  pass  play, 
which  resulted  in  a first  down  for 
Notre  Dame.  Following  the  victory 
over  the  Huskies,  Weis  had  the 
game  ball  signed  by  each  Notre 
Dame  player,  then  personally  de- 
livered the  ball  to  the  boy's  fam- 
ily. 

When  thousands  of  people 
lost  their  homes,  businesses  and 
livelihood  as  a result  of  hurricane 
Katrina,  the  JJC  athletic  depart- 
ment stepped  up  to  the  plate.  JJC 
joined  the  University  of  St.  Francis 
and  Joliet  Catholic  Academy  in  a 
fundraiser  started  by  the  Joliet 
Park  District  to  benefit  victims  of 
the  hurricane. 

This  is  not  the  first  lime  JJC 
athletics  have  helped  the  commu- 
nity. The  baseball,  softball  and  vol- 
leyball teams,  in  the  past,  have  vol- 
unteered to  spend  time  with  chil- 
dren through  the  Big  Brothers  and 
Big  Sisters  organization.  Children 
had  the  opportunity  to  get  away 
from  their  normal  routines  to  play 
indoor  and  outdoor  sports  with  JJC 
athletes  on  several  occasions. 


“The  players  we  had  in- 
volved really  enjoyed  it,” 
said  JJC  Athletic  Director 
Wayne  King  Jr.  “They  found 
out  that  these  kids  grew  up 
in  a situation  that  they  didn't 
have  control  of.  Our  players 
handled  it  well  and  did  a 
good  job.” 

Whether  you  are  a 
White  Sox  or  Red  Sox  fan, 
conservative  or  liberal, 
rocker  or  rapper,  man  or 
woman,  we  are  all  touched 
in  some  way  by  these  stories. 

These  stories  restore  the 
sense  of  humanity  lost  when 
reporters  seem  to  be  worried 
about  when  Donovan 
McNabb  and  Terrell  Owens 
will  get  in  their  next 
squabble  and  when 
Shaquille  O’Neal  and  Kobe 
Bryant  will  make  up. 

Stories  like  that  of  Weis, 
and  of  JJC,  contribute  to  not 
just  athletics,  but  to  society 
as  a whole.  They  need  to 
take  their  place  in  sports  li- 
braries. 

They  need  to  educate 
young  athletes  and  parents 
on  how  much  more  impor- 
tant it  is  to  be  a good  human 
being  than  a good  athlete. 

After  all,  it’s  only  a 
game. 


Sports  Editor 

From  the  opening  kickoff  of 
the  N4C  men's  soccer  contest  be- 
tween Rock  Valley  College 
(Rockford,  111.)  and  JJC,  Oct.  5, 
the  Golden  Eagles  seemed  deter- 
mined to 
bully  their 
way  to  a vic- 
tory 
JJC. 


Photo  By  Michael  DiNovo 

■ f.  | , , Nick  Morgan  demonstrates  his  leaping 
mia-neia  oy  while  holding  RVC  scoreless. 

last  year's 
NJCAA  sec- 
ond team  all-American  Ikenna 
Umebuani.  After  scoring  the  goal, 

Umebauni  fell  on  his  back  be- 
cause of  his  excitement. 

“I’ve  done  it  (scored)  before, 
so  I thought  I’d  just  give  it  a try,” 
said  Umebauni,  the  team’s  second 
leading  scorer.  “I  didn’t  realize  it 
got  in  (the  net).  That’s  why  I fell 
down.” 

The  lead  was  held  by  excel- 
lent defensive  play  and  stellar 
goalkeeper  Nick  Morgan,  who 
jumped  and  dove,  stopping  every- 
thing the  Golden  Eagles  had  to 
kick  at  him. 

After  falling  behind  1-0,  the 
Golden  Eagles  stepped  up  their 


physical  play.  The  match  became 
more  heated  by  the  minute.  Fi- 
nally, JJC  freshman  Bobby 
Wooten  reached  boiling  point  and 
retaliated  against  a Golden  Eagles 
player  who  swung  at  his  head  af- 
ter a collision.  Both  Wooten  and 
his  counter- 
part were 
ejected. 

The 
match  was 
called  when 
Rock  Valley 
head  coach 
Jake  Sayre 
was  ejected. 
N4C  rules 
state  that 
when  a 

coach  is 

tossed,  the 
team  must 
forfeit  the 
game  if  there 
is  not  an  as- 
sistant coach 
listed  on  the 
roster. 

J J C 
head  coach 
Cris  Trillo 
was  not 
happy  with 
the  way  the 
game  went. 

“It  was  a compound  of  mis- 
takes and  letting  them  go  to  far," 
said  Trillo.  “People  are  too  emo- 
tional. The  game  gets  rough  and 
physical,  and  it’s  just  like  a spark. 
You  can’t  react  to  that.” 

Brian  Smith  and  Nate  Cole 
took  a lot  of  hits,  but  didn’t  lose 
their  focus.  They  were  vocal  lead- 
ers on  the  team  throughout  the 
game.  JJC  travels  to  Glen  Ellyn 
for  a N4C  conference  game 
against  College  of  DuPage 
Wednesday,  Oct.  12.  COD  is  na- 
tionally ranked  and  will  attempt 
to  sweep  the  season  series  against 
JJC.  In  their  last  meeting  the 
Chaparrals  defeated  JJC  2-0. 


Athletes  of  the  Issue 

Misael  Vargas 


Misael  Vargas  broke 
all  scoring  records  at 
Romeoville  High  School 
and  hasn’t  stopped 
scoring  yet.  He  is  the 
Wolves'  leading  scorer  on 
the  men’s  soccer  team, 
recording  12  goals  in  13 
games.  Vargas  has 
recorded  two  hat  tricks  as 
well. 


Samantha  Falco 


Samantha  Falco,  a 
freshman  forward  from 
Plainfield  South,  is  the 
leading  scorer  on  the 
women's  soccer  team.  In 
nine  games,  she  has 
scored  10  of  the  teams  21 
goals.  Falco  has  one  hat 
trick  on  the  season  and 
has  scored  multiple  goals 
three  times. 


In  this 
issue  of 
the 

Blazer... 


Luke  Homberger  and  Jim 
Nelson  battle  it  out  in  a new 
additon  to  the  Blazer: 

Point-Counter-Point 


MySpace.com 
is  fun,  but 
when  can  the 
line  be 
crossed,  and 
too  much  information  be 
shared? 

(page  5) 


What  are  you 
'Waiting...'  for? 
Read  Matt 
Sheehan's  movie 
review! 


(page  12) 


Check  out 
the 

Blazer’s 
in-depth 
fall  playoff 
coverage,  including  men's 
soccer  and  football. 

(pages  15-16) 
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acoustic  sot. 


Band  members  Gandhi  Schlote  (left)  and  Dustin  Huckstep  entertain  students  on  tho  brldgo  with 
the  JJC  bridge.  For  more  pictures  of  Wade  see  page  8 


Wade  frequently  plays 


Wade  entertains  students  on  bridge 
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Student  Government 
talks  about  tuition 


■bibsm 

Staff  Writer 

In  the  latest  issue,  we  discussed 
goals  and  concerns  set  by  the  JJC 
Student  Government.  With  some 
questions  answered  and  explana- 
tions developing  about  other  con- 
cerns, a major  topic  discussed  was 
the  possible  rise  in  tuition  fees. 

There  is  a questionable  $9  tu- 
ition raise  for  morning  classes,  but 
to  counter  that,  classes  between  2 
and  6 p.m.  will  have  their  tuition  cut 
in  half.  The  board  is  considering  this 
due  to  the  overcrowding  in  class- 
rooms during  the  morning  and 
evening  hours  and  the  lack  of  good 
student-teacher  relationships. 

The  estimated  amount  of 
money  students  would  save  if  they 
took  classes  in  the  afternoon  is  any- 
where from  $800  to  $1,000.  JJC  is 
ranked  12  on  tuition  costs  out  of  16 
other  junior  college  rates.  The  cur- 
rent tuition  cost  at  JJC  is  $5b  per 
credit  hour.  The  board  has  not  yet 


come  to  a final  decision  on  the  tu- 
ition ideas. 

The  Student  Government  will 
be  holding  sit-ins,  open  to  all  stu- 
dents, for  assigning  the  heads  of  the 
committee. 

There  is  also  a meeting  with 
JJC  President  J.  D.  Ross  on  Nov.  7, 
during  which  students  can  ask  about 
anything,  or  just  listen.  Free  food 
and  beverages  will  be  provided  at 
the  meetings,  which  are  held  three 
times  a month. 

Student  Government  is  also 
working  on  a student  diversity  sur- 
vey that  will  discover  the  diversity 
climate  at  JJC,  as  well  as  determine 
what  sort  of  programs  can  be  de- 
veloped to  make  the  school  more 
welcoming  and  make  students  feel 
more  accepted  and  comfortable. 

For  more  details,  feel  free  to 
contact  the  Student  Government  in 
H-1015  or  speak  with  any  of  the 
club’s  members. 


Author  to  speak 
about  gang  life,  more 


Co-Editor 

JJC  will  get  a visit  from  award- 
winning author  and  poet  Luis  J. 
Rodriguez  on  Friday,  Nov.  1 8 from 
noon  until  1:30  p.m.  on  the  bridge. 

Rodriguez  is  the  author  of  Al- 
ways Running:  La  Vida  Loca,  Gang 
Days  in  L.A.  and  other  books  in 
memoir,  short  fiction,  nonfiction, 
children’s  literature  and  poetry,  ac- 
cording to  his  website, 
www.luisjrodriguez.com.  His  work 
has  also  been  featured  in  many 
magazines,  newspapers  and  record- 
ings. 

Rodriguez  was  raised  in  1960s 
Los  Angeles,  where  he  joined  a 
gang  at  age  11,  according  to  his 
website.  During  his  teen  years,  he 
was  arrested  numerous  limes  for 
crimes  such  as  stealing,  assaulting 
a police  officer  and  attempted  mur- 
der, the  site  says.  After  serving  a jail 
term  and  experiencing  the  deaths  of 
25  of  his  friends  due  to  gang  vio- 
lence, Rodriguez  turned  his  life 
around.  According  to  his  website, 
he  stopped  taking  drugs,  went  back 
to  school,  and  began  a career  as  a 
journalist. 

In  1985,  Rodriguez  moved  to 
Chicago,  where  he  worked  at  news- 
papers and  a radio  station  and  en- 
tered the  Chicago  poetry  scene,  his 
website  says.  He  also  conducted 
workshops  at  prisons,  juvenile  fa- 
cilities, homeless  shelters,  commu- 
nity centers  and  schools,  according 
to  the  site.  Rodriguez  and  his  fam- 


t 

r\i 

y 

Author  Luis  J.  Rodriguez  will 
speak  to  JJC  students  on  Friday, 
Nov.  18,  from  noon-1 :30  p.m.  on 
the  bridge. 

ily  returned  to  Los  Angles  in  2000. 

Rodriguez  also  helped  start  a 
publishing  house,  production  com- 
pany, bookstore  and  coffee  house, 
literary  arts  organizations  and  the 
Chicago  nonprofit  organization 
Youth  Struggling  for  Survival,  his 
site  says. 

Currently,  he  is  working  on 
new  books  and  a screenplay  for  Al- 
ways Running.He  will  give  a pre- 
sentation at  JJC  the  day  after  speak- 
ing at  a national  gang  conference  at 
the  Northwestern  University  School 
of  Law  in  Chicago.  Look  for  more 
information  about  Rodriguez’s  life 
and  works  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
Blazer. 


Friedman  hits  the  J-Spot 


HIIHJiMJ.MJMJI 

Copy  Editor 

On  Wednesday,  Oct.  20,  Jay 
Friedman  gave  the  students  of  JJC 
a presentation  he  has  developed 
over  a 20  year-career  as  a sex  edu- 
cator. The  name  of  the  presentation 
alone  grabbed  the  interest  of  many 
students  with  its  clever  and  nearly 
risqud  pun:  The  J-Spot.  The  pro- 
vocative title  alone  foreshadowed  a 
light  environment  for  what  is  usu- 
ally a taboo  subject,  but  the  light- 
ness should  not  be  mistaken  for 
whimsy;  the  lecture  was  designed 
to  be  informative  and  academically 
serious. 

The  hour-long  discourse  in- 
volved a variety  of  subject  matters 
ranging  from  the  physical  act  of  sex 
to  the  ramifications  it  has  on  an  in- 
dividual and  his  or  her  own  mental 
well-being  to  the  political  climate 
of  our  country. 

Friedman  is  a champion  of 
sexual  liberation  and  supports  a 
healthy  exploration  of  the  matter. 
Whereas  the  pornography  and  the 
XXX  industry  are  considered  dis- 
gusting to  some,  others  would  ar- 
gue there  is  a valid  place  in  our 
world  for  erotica — a milder  form  of 
nudity  and  sex  scenes  that  leave  out 
the  more  graphic  images.  He  advo- 
cated erotica  as  a learning  tool  to 
be  used  by  partners  for  their  mutual 


Visit 

www.jaytalk.com 
for  more 
information. 


benefit,  not  as  an  evil  that  objecti- 
fied either  men  or  women,  although 
he  noted  that  some  titles  are  cer- 
tainly only  for  that  purpose. 

Friedman  discussed  the  typical 
stereotypes  and  assumptions  our 
culture  has  given  to  the  sexual  facet 
of  human  personalities — regarding 
some  sexually  active  females  as 
“sluts"  and  males  as  "studs"  is  ri- 
diculous and  only  damaging.  There 
are  a variety  of  ways  for  certain  ap- 
petites to  cor- 
rectly satiate 
their  desires, 
and  education 
and  instruction 
can  only  ben- 
efit those  who 
are  interested, 
he  said. 

Most  high  schools  have  a 
sexual  education  course  as  a re- 
quirement to  graduate,  but  often,  the 
content  of  the  curriculum  is  limited 
to  definitions  and  the  prim  and 
proper  anatomical/biological  de- 
scriptions of  our  bodies,  ignoring 
the  day-to-day  issues  teenagers  and 
young  adults  need  real  guidance 
with.  Friedman  developed  his 
unique  show  to  address  these  as- 
pects of  sexuality. 

“America’s  public  school  sys- 
tem teaches  that  safe  sex  is  restricted 
to  abstinence  and  ignores  the  fact 
that  kids  are  having  sex  earlier  and 


frequently,"  said  Friedman 
"The  real  issue  is  educating  students 
about  the  proper  way  to  protect 
themselves,  both  physically  and 
emotionally." 

The  political  climate  of 
America  and  its  attitude  toward 
open  sexuality  is  the  last  topic 
Friedman  tackled.  He  discussed  the 
government's  apparent  mission  to 
control  relationships;  deeming  a 
certain  relationship  (or  marriage)  le- 
gal and  another  illegal,  all 
for  one  faction  of  the 
population's  idea  of  the 
sanctity  of  marriage. 

Friedman  contended 
that  the  divorce  rate  (which, 
according  to  wikipedia.org, 
was  half  the  marriage  rate 
in  2003)  and  shows  such  as  Desper- 
ate Housewives , Wife  Swap  and 
Who  Wants  to  Marry  a Millionaire 
arc  much  more  eroding  to  our  cul- 
tural values  than  a same-sex  mar- 
riage. 

His  candidness  and  matter-of- 
fact  style  attempt  to  break  through 
the  comfort  barrier,  which  allows  an 
ease  of  delivery  absent  from  the 
rigid,  stuffy  sexual  education  in- 
structors to  which  many  of  us  are 
accustomed. 

For  more  information  about 
Jay  Friedman,  his  show  and  its_ 
scheduled  appearance  dates,  visit 
his  website  at  www.jaytalk.com. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Don’t  let  the  door  hit 
you  on  the  way  out 


This  may  seem  trivial,  but 
we  at  the  Bluzer  have  noticed 
many  students  entering  the  build- 
ing who  are,  apparently,  too  lazy 
to  use  a regular  door,  and  instead 
the  hundicap-accessible  auto- 
matic doors  by  pushing  the  but- 
ton. What’s  wrong  with  this  pic- 
ture? 

Well,  if  you're  handicapped, 
nothing.  But  unnecessary  use  of 
handicapped  doors  can  actually 
cause  them  to  break  down 
sooner,  making  them  inacces- 
sible to  people  who  actually  need 
to  use  them. 

Beside  this  important  con- 
sequence. we  feel  that  pressing 
a button  to  open  a door  just 
makes  you  look  lazy  and  is  very 
inconsiderate  of  handicapped 
students.  If  you  are  lucky  enough 


to  be  physically  capable  of  push- 
ing or  pulling  open  a regular  door 
without  difficulty,  you  should  ex- 
ercise that  ability.  One  day,  you 
may  actually  need  to  use  the 
handicap-accessible  entrance. 

We  live  in  a society  of  instant 
gratification  and  fast-paced  tech- 
nology. Americans  have  gotten 
used  to  having  everything  at 
fingertips.  But  is  it  really  lluu  dif- 
ficult to  open  a door? 

Fortunately,  there  is  a simple 
solution  to  this  door  dilemma — 
students  who  are  not  handicapped 
can  stop  using  the  handicap-ac- 
cessible entrances!  Be  kind  to 
your  fellow  students.  Show  some 
respect  for  those  who  are  less  for- 
tunate than  you.  The  last  time  we 
checked,  respect  was  one  of  the 
Core  Values  at  JJC. 


"Yes,  1 always  cheer  for  the 
home  team.’’ 

-Urad  KcnaRu,  Business 


“Yes,  my  husband  is  a Cubs 


-Becky  Byers,  Interior 
Design 


ti  to  "Yes,  because  they  are  a part 
have  the  same  feeling  1 had.  Its  a of  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  are  the 
great  feeling."  home  team." 

-Mike  Scott,  Fire  Science  -Ellieen  Martinez,  Nursing 
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Rgnrs  Rumblings... 


The  terrible  twenty -ones... 


Question  of  the  Issue 

Since  you’re  a Sox  fan,  would  you  cheer  for  the  Cubs  if 


they  were  to  make  it  to  the  series  next  year? 


Production  Manager 


In  12  days,  I will  turn  21.2. 
1.  Twenty-one.  That  means  that 
I've  been  me  for  two  decades, 
7,665  days,  or  183, 960  hours  (this 
would  be  the  end  of  my 
mathematic  attempt). 

For  all  that  its  worth,  I am  not 
excited. 

Maybe  it’s  because  I'm  think- 
ing too  hard.  Maybe  it’s  because  1 
turn  21  on  a Monday  (I  heard  go- 
ing to  class  with  a hangover  is  no 
fun).  Maybe  it’s  because  1 don’t 
see  how  drinking  myself  silly  is 
all  that  great. 

I’ve  never  really  been  much 
of  a drinker.  I like  to  party,  as  do 
most  people  my  age,  but  I man- 
age just  fine  with  a Cherry  Coke. 
I guess  I am  always  too  busy  to 
deal  with  a hangover.  Then  again. 
I’m  20,  and  I'm  not  supposed  to 
drink,  .yeah,  because  we  all  know 
that  underage  drinking  never  hap- 
pens. 

Let’s  be  honest.  Underage 
drinking  happens  in  college,  but  I 
honestly  haven’t  added  much  to 


the  problem.  In  a way,  maybe 
turning  21  isn’t  all  that  great  be- 
cause I have  drank  before,  so  it 
takes  away  from  a new  life  expe- 
rience. Or  maybe  it  takes  the  thrill 
away  from  drinking  because  now 
its  legal. 

Plus,  I’m  usualy  the  desig- 
nated driver,  as  well  as  the  baby 
sitter,  and  when  you  sit  around 
and  watch  people  drink,  they  look 
so  ridiculous  (sometimes  it’s 
comical,  but  most  of  the  time, 
its 's  just  ridiculous).  But  I don’t 
mind,  because  at  least  I know  my 
friends  are  taken  care  of,  and  it 
keeps  me  out  of  trouble. 

I’m  not  really  sure  why,  but  I 
think  I would  rather  just  stay  20. 

1 wish  I could  call  the  birth- 
day gods  and  old  father  time  and 
tell  them  to  knock  it  off  and  leave 
me  be.  I don’t  want  to  get  any 
older,  thank  you. 

It  always  seems  like  just 
when  you  figure  out  who  you  are, 
it  all  changes.  I haven’t  figured 
out  20  yet,  and  frankly,  I don’t  feel 
like  working  on  being  21.  Call  it 
my  early  midlife  crisis — I don’t 
care.  I just  wish  1 could  buy  a 
Porsche  or  do  something  crazy 
and  young. 

I am  still  young,  and  1 know 
that.  I have  many  years  ahead  of 
me  and  many  changes  to  face,  but 


for  some  reason,  2 1 freaks  me  out. 

What  is  so  special  about  21, 
anyway?  When  you  add  two  and 
one  together,  it  equals  three.  Three 
is  my  unlucky  number.  I loathe 
threes. 

When  I was  telling  my  friends 
about  my  hatred  for  threes  and  my 
upcoming  birthday,  they  laughed 
at  me.  Of  course,  I would  be  the 
only  one  to  come  up  with  some- 
thing this  crazy  and  then  want  to 
write  about  it.  In  a way,  I guess  it 
is  crazy,  but  I still  can't  help  it. 

When  I really  think  about  it,  1 
guess  I’m  just  afraid.  I’ll  be  21, 
and  1 haven't  accomplished  half  of 
what  1 think  I should  have — but 
then  again,  who  does  accomplish 
everything  that  they  want  to  by  2 1 ? 
I’m  guessing  not  many  people. 

No  matter  what.  I’m  going  to 
turn  2 1 whether  I like  it  or  not,  and 
. I’m  sure  that  I will  have  a good 
time,  and  that  I won’t  turn  into  a 
pumpkin  or  something  odd  like 
that. 

There  are  two  positives:  my 
insurance  rate  goes  down,  and  I 
can  legally  consume  Jell-0  shots! 

Still,  in  the  back  of  my  mind, 
21  is  scary,  and  I don’t  feel  like 
it’s  time  to  turn  21. 

So,  I'm  going  to  go  enjoy  the 
last  288  hours  1 have  of  being  ille- 
gal! Later. 


Students  frustrated  over  class  cancelations 


Staff  Writer 

Most  college  students  are  un- 
der enough  pressure  because  of  their 
workloads.  Most  college  students 
take  four  or  five  classes  while  man- 
aging athletics,  activities  or  a job. 
While  students  are  expected  to  be 
able  to  manage  their  time  efficiently, 
I am  willing  to  admit  that  sometimes 
I,  in  addition  to  others,  can  use  some 
extra  time  here  and  there. 

So.  what’s  my  point?  Like  most 
people.  I don't  like  wasting  time.  As 
I always  say.  my  time  is  valuable. 
So.  can  you  imagine  my  reaction 
when  an  instructor  announces  that 
he  or  she  will  not  be  in  class  on  a 
specific  day,  resulting  in  a session 
which  a substitute  will  either  hand 
out  an  in-class  assignment  or  show 
a video? 

When  I sit  through  a class 
watching  a video  or  doing  an  assign- 
ment that  a substitute  is  making  me 
do,  I feel  like  my  time  is  being 
wasted.  It  seems  that  the  instructors 
hate  the  idea  of  canceling  class,  so 
instead  they  arrange  a substitute  to 
conduct  some  form  of  an  activity 
that  would  serve  in  place  of  the  nor- 


mal class  session.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  instructors  would  rather 
have  us  meet  and  do  something  just 
for  the  sake  of  doing  something.  In 
regards  to  watching  a video  or  do- 
ing busyivork  like  assignments  that 
the  sub  assigns,  JJC  student  Renne 
Schumacher  says,  “If  there  isn’t 
going  to  be  any  lectures,  it  shouldn’t 
be  mandatory  (to  attend)." 

I believe  it  makes  sense  that  an 
instructor,  knowing  he  or  she  will 
be  unable  to  attend  an  upcoming 
class  session,  simply  cancels  that 
class  for  the  day,  versus  arranging 
a substitute  to  “fill  in."  With  the 
regular  pressure  and  stress  that  most 
college  students  are  under,  many  of 
us  can  use  the  extra  time  to  accom- 
plish other  things. 

“I’d  rather  have  class  cancelled 
so  I can  catch  up  on  other  home- 
work,” said  JJC  student  Kristin 
Carr.  “Most  of  the  time,  a video 
doesn't  apply  to  the  class." 

Why  does  it  seem  like  JJC  is 
the  only  college  that  has  substitute 
teachers?  Have  you  heard  any  of 
your  friends  from  other  colleges  or 
universities  ever  mention  having  a 
substitute?  In  response  to  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  a substitute  will  be 
present  versus  a class  being  can- 
celled at  his  school,  currenl  East- 
ern Illinois  University  student  and 
former  JJC  student  Jonathan 
Krueger  responded  by  saying  "defi- 
nitely cancelled.” 


University  of  St.  Francis  stu- 
dent Meagan  Crandall  adds,  “Pro- 
fessors cancel  classes  ahead  of  time 
when  they  know  they  will  be  unable 
to  make  it,  which  is  nice  because 
we  get  some  time  to  get  work  done 
instead  of  coming  into  class  to  do 
pointless  work  which  a substitute 
hands  out.” 

Adam  Gorzelsky,  a student  at 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  says, 
“(instructors)  always  just  cancel," 
rather  than  having  a substitute  fill 
in  for  the  day. 

Afif  Aboudi,  currently  attend- 
ing Manhattan  College  and  previ- 
ously Fordham  University,  both  in 
the  Bronx,  NY,  says  he  has  “never 
had  a substitute”  in  college.  Aboudi 
adds  that  the  only  time  he’s  ever 
heard  of  a substitute  at  his  college 
is  when  “the  teacher  is  out  for,  like, 
a couple  weeks,  (and)  then  they  get 
someone  from  the  department  to  fill 

1 would  politely  like  to  remind 
the  administration  and  instructors  at 
this  fine  establishment  that  JJC  is 
not  supposed  to  be  an  extension  of 
high  school.  If  instructors  at  an  East- 
ern University  or  Northern  Illinois 
are  willing  to  cancel  classes  for  hon- 
est reasons,  then  why  can’t  the  same 
be  allowed  or  done  at  this  college? 
The  reasoning  that  JJC  is  a junior 
college  should  Jiave  no  bearing  as 

See  CLASS  on  page  6 
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Point-Counter-Point 


From  the  left.. 


Our  country  was  founded,  in 
part,  to  ensure  religious  freedom 
for  all  of  its  citizens.  The  framers 
of  the  Constitution  included  in  the 
First  Amendment  the  Establish- 
ment Clause,  which  specifically 
addresses  their  intent  to  keep  any 
religious  institution  or  set  of  be- 
liefs out  of  any  and  all  governmen- 
tal affairs. 

Before  our  country  now  is  a 
debate  that  boils  down  to  this  ex- 
act issue;  whether  or  not  we  should 
allow  Intelligent  Design  to  be 
taught  in  public  schools  as  an  al- 
ternative to  evolution. 

ID  is  an  idea  that  incorporates 
the  Judeo-Christian  creation  myth 
with  Darwin’s  Theory  of  Evolu- 
tion, presupposing  there  is  a "Cre- 
ator” and  he  has  a master  plan  for 
the  human  race. 

Darwin’s  theory  centers  on 
the  premise  of  natural  selection,  or 
the  survival  of  a species  that  is  best 
able  to  adapt  to  changing  environ- 
ments. 

While  there  are  unanswered 
questions  about  this  theory,  the 
progression  of  science  and  our  un- 
derstanding of  the  universe  enable 
us  to  shed  more  and  more  light 
upon  the  subject,  moving  closer  to 
an  answer  to  one  of  the  most  pro- 
found questions  a human  can 
ask — where  did  we  come  from? 

The  National  Academy  of 
Sciences  has  said  that  Intelligent 
Design  "and  other  claims  of  super- 
natural intervention  in  the  origin 
of  life"  are  not  science  because 
their  claims  cannot  be  tested  by 
experiment  and  propose  no  new 
hypotheses  of  their  own. 

To  date,  the  ID  movement  has 
yet  to  publish  an  article  in  a peer- 
reviewed  scientific  journal. 

The  failure  to  follow  the  pro- 
cedures of  scientific  discourse,  and 
the  failure  to  submit  work  to  the 
scrutiny  of  the  scientific  commu- 
nity, is  regarded  by  critics  as  a 
strong  argument  against  Intelligent 
Design  being  considered  as  “sci- 


ence” at  all. 

If  we  are  to  scrap  the  opinions 
of  some  of  the  most  learned  people 
around  the  world,  we  might  as  well 
scrap  everything  that  science  and 
technology  have  given  us. 

The  life-saving  advances  in 
medicine,  global  communication, 
the  ability  to  fly — all  due  to  sci- 
ence. True  science  has  been 
warped  for  evil  designs,  but  that  is 
the  failure  of  humankind,  not  of  the 
discipline. 

Some  argue  that  God  has 
found  his  way  into  our  government 
already,  on  our  currency  and  in  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance. 

This  is  true,  but  you  must  also 
realize  that  the  God  referred  to  by 
Jefferson  and  by  many  of  the 
founders  is  a Deist  concept,  not  a 
Christian. 

Also,  just  because  it  was  there 
when  our  country  began  does  not 
make  it  right.  Slavery,  prejudice, 
and  sexism  were  also  present  in  our 
forefathers’  times,  although  now 
these  ideas  are  unethical  and  anti- 
quated. 

We  cannot  allow  ID  in  our 
classrooms  promoting  one  reli- 
gious sect’s  archaic  explanation  of 
the  world. 

If  we  were  to  allow  it.  we  must 
also  teach  the  Shinto  belief  that  the 
Earth  rests  on  the  back  of  a giant 
tortoise,  or  the  Zoroastrian  story 
of  creation  in  which  Ahura  Mazda 
created  16  lands,  one  by  one,  such 
that  each  would  be  delightful  to  its 
people. 

You  can  teach  children  any- 
thing you  want,  and  they  will  be- 
lieve you;  they  have  no  other  frame 
of  reference  with  which  to  com- 
pare it. 

The  thought  of  confusing  mil- 
lions of  American  schoolchildren 
with  a religious  belief  dressed  up 
and  paraded  around  as  fact  is  ab- 
surd, disturbing,  and  ultimately 
dangerous  to  the  true  separation  of 
Church  and  State. 


THE  QUESTION: 
Should  htolqont 
Cosiqn  he 
tauqht  In  Pubic 
Schools? 


From  the  right... 


“...Some  argue  that 
God  has  found  his 
way  into  our 
government  already, 
on  our  currency  and  in 
the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance.  This  is 
true,  but  you  must 
also  realize  that  the 
God  referred  to  by 
Jefferson  and  by 
many  of  the  founders 
is  a Deist  concept,  not 
a Christian..." 

-Luke  Hornberger 


“...The  truth  is  people 
are  scared  of  religion 
because  it  is  not  being 
taught  in  public 
schools.  People  do 
not  have  the  religious 
knowledge  to  not  be 
skeptical  of  it....” 

-Jim  Nelson 


Point  or 
Countar- 
Point? 
You 
doddo. 


In  America]  people  see  some 
sort  of  religious  presence  every 
day.  When  you  drive  past  a church 
on  your  way  home  front  work,  flip 
past  The  700  Chib  while  chunncl 
surfing,  or  pay  for  your  lunch  with 
aLsh,  you  have  seen  the  presence 
of  religion  in  America  more  days 
than  not  in  your  life.  So  why  are 
people  so  scared  of  religion? 

The  truth  is  that  people  are 
scared  of  religion  because  it  is  not 
being  taught  in  public  schools. 
People  do  not  have  the  religious 
knowledge  to  mu  be  skeptical  of 
it.  When  people  say  they  like 
change  und  like  new  things,  they 
really  don't.  People  have  a com- 
fort space  that  they  need  to  pro- 
tect. When  something  or  some- 
body new  is  introduced  to  that 
comfort  space,  it  is  logical  that 
they  put  a wall  up  to  block  its  pres- 
ence. 

Therefore,  when  people  are 
confronted  with  the  question  "Do 
you  believe  in  evolution?”  most 
say  yes. 

That  is  what  they  know.  They 
feel  comfortable  with  it.  I grew  up 
going  to  church,  and  I had  five 
hours  of  science  class  in  public 
school  each  week  beating  the 
theory  of  evolution  into  my  bruin. 

Bui  to  rhi.s  day,  / simply  don  'l 
believe  that  we  just  ended  up  here 
when  a ball  of  energy  expunded 
and  gases  mixed.  I don't  see  how 
.a  monkey  turned  into  a man.  I be- 
lieve thut  as  much  as  I believe  the 
earth  is  flat.  So,  where  do  we  come 
from? 

First,  there  is  the  naturalistic 
hypothesis,  which  tries  to  explain 
the  answer  to  the  question  through 
a combination  of  nutural  laws  and 
chance.  Second  is  the  design  hy- 
pothesis, which  explains  the  an- 
swer through  a combination  of 
law,  chance,  and  design. 

Design,  in  (his  case,  is  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  mind,  or  form  of  in- 
telligence that  can  manipulate 
matter  and  energy.  The  design  hy- 


Jfoi  Nelson 

pothesis  focuses  less  on  chance 
happenings. 

In  1995.  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Biology  teachers  de- 
fined evolution  as  an  unsuper- 
vised,  impersonal,  unpredictable, 
and  natural  process  of  temporal 
descent  with  genetic  modification 
that  is  affected  by  natural  selec- 
tion, chance,  historical  contingen- 
cies. and  changing  environments. 
It  is  purposeless,  because  only 
mind  can  generate  purpose. 

According  to  Darwin,  we  arc 
only  occurrences,  not  designs. 

I can  live  with  evolution  be- 
ing taught  in  schools  as  long  as 
students  arc  given  options  to  un- 
derstand other  points  of  view. 

In  Mouse  Report  107-334  the 
U.S,  House  of  Representatives,  in 
regards  to  the  No  Child  Left  Be- 
hind Act.  said  "Where  topics  are 
taught  that  may  generate  contro- 
versy (such  as  biological  evolu- 
tion), the  curriculum  should  help 
students  understand  a full  range 
of  views," 

In  a 2002  nationwide  poll 
conducted  by  Zogby  Interna- 
tional. 71  percent  of  1,302  people 
polled  thought  (hat  biology  teach- 
ers should  teach  Darwin's  theory 
of  evolution,  but!  also  the  evidence 
against  it. 

So,  while  people  gripe  and 
moan  about  the  name  "God”  ap- 
pearing on  their  money,  or  when 
the  name  "God"  is  in  the  Fledge 
of  Allegiance,  they  ure  not  the  only 
ones  feeling  cheated. 

God  is  being  taken  out  of  so- 
ciety every  day. 

It's  time  to  stand  up  and  light 
the  Atheists’  agenda,  el’s  bring 
God  back  into  our  children’s  lives 
or  at  least  give  them  a fair  chance 
to  make  up  their  own  minds. 

Don't  let  the  public  schools 
controlled  by  the  liberal  teachers’ 
unions  make  up  their  minds  for 
them.  Give  the  kids  a chance.  Give 
God  a chance. 


Commentary:  The  homeless 

Hopelessly  ill-fated  or  a hopeless  endeavor? 


Staff  Writer 

There’s  almost  always  a home- 
less person  sitting  on  the  comer  of 
every  street  of  Chicago;  a man. 
woman,  child  or  any  combination 
of  the  three,  standing  and  pleading 
for  your  money.  Sometimes  we  feel 
guilty  and  drop  what  little  change 
we  have  or  a cigarette  to  help  get 
through  the  day,  or  to  help  get  their 
next  drink. 

Sometimes,  we  just  hang  our 
heads  down  or  turn  to  somebody  we 
are  walking  with  in  hope  that  we  can 
avoid  the  confrontation. 

Curiosity  struck  me  this  sum- 
mer about  the  homeless.  1 wanted 
more  than  just  a plea  for  some  type 
of  support.  I found  myself  down- 
town a number  of  times  this  sum- 


mer and  always  left  with  a num- 
ber of  stories.  I came  to  the  suspi- 
cion that  these  people  were  more 
insightful  than  any  others. 

For  many  of  them,  a 30 
minute  conversation’ was  worth 
more  than  a dollar.  Knowing  this. 
I would  go  down  there  partly  just 
to  talk  to  people  on  the  streets.  I 
wanted  to  know  their  story;  I 
wanted  to  know  just  what  they  had 
gone  through. 

Now  back  at  home.  I wanted 
to  know  what  people  felt  about  the 
homeless  around  this  area.  I asked 
10  students  two  simple  questions, 
and  in  many  cases  I received  com- 
plex answers.  Many  people 
stumbled  with  their  answers,  giv- 
ing me  situational  answers. 

The  first  quesdon  was,  "When 
coming  across  a homeless  person 


downtown,  do  you  generally  give 
them  money?"  Seven  people  out 
of  10  answered  no,  but  some  tried 
to  assure  me  that,  in  situations 
where  the  homeless  people  looked 
as  if  they  weren't  alcoholics  or 
drug  users  (which  are  few),  they 
would  give  money.  Three  people 
out  of  10  said  that  they  do  give 
money  whenever  possible. 

Then,  to  the  same  people.  I 
asked  if  they  feel  sorry  for  the 
homeless — if  they  feel  as  if  the 
homeless  put  themselves  in  that 
situation  and.  therefore,  hold  no 
pity  for  them,  or  if  they  just  have 
remorse  for  the  homeless.  Three 
people  were  bouncing  between 
both,  giving  me  different  situa- 
tions in  which  they  would  and 
wouldn’t.  Four  people  say  they 
feel  sorry  for  these  people,  regard- 


less of  the  reason  behind  their 
troubles,  which  leaves  three 
people  who  didn’t  feel  sorry. 

I asked  a few  people  more 
specific  questions,  including 
sophomore  Neil  Vandenbergh, 
sophomore  Kathy  Clautio,  and 
freshman  James  Bingham. 

I asked  Clautio  whether  she 
feels  the  homeless  arc  given  the 
support  they  really  need.  Her  only 
reply  was.  "No." 

I asked  Vandenbergh  for  his 
take  on  the  homeless,  to  which  he 
said.  "Some  are  mentally  inca- 
pable. Some  are  enslaved  by  drug 
addiction." 

He  also  noted  the  of  the  lack 
of  money  in  America,  so  I asked. 
"The  rich  getting  rich  and  the  poor 
getting  poorer?" 

“Correct,"  Vandenbergh 


agreed. 

I asked  Bingham,  "What  if  I 
was  to  tell  you  that  82  percent  of 
the  homeless  are  mentally  handi- 
capped?" This  is  not  an  actual  sta- 
tistic, but  a proposed  idea. 

"The  Government  should  do 
more,"  he  said. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  anybody 
is  right  or  wrong.  The  problem  is 
too  large  to  say  that  any  person  is 
correct  in  their  ideal. 

Although  my  curiosity  was 
not  killed  by  these  interviews  and 
surveys,  I need  more.  I plan  on  writ- 
ing a "part  two"  to  this,  within 
which  will  be  interviews  with  the 
homeless,  interviews  with  people 
within  the  city  and  their  ideas  of 
the  homeless,  and  possibly  the 
same  survey  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city. 


News  Briefs 


Homecoming  Dance 

The  Black  Sludcnl  Union  will 
sponsor  a homecoming  dance  on  Nov. 

4 from  7 p.m.  (o  12  a.m.  al  Ihc  main 
campus. Tickets  arc  S7  in  advance  and 
S10  al  die  door.  This  year's  theme  is 
"Mardi  Gras."  Dress  lo  impress,  but 
appropriately.  For  tickets,  call  280- 
2357  or  stop  by  die  OS  A office  on 
the  bridge. 

Discover  JJC 

The  admissions  department  will 
hold  "Discover  JJC'  college  visit 
night  on  Wednesday.  Nov.  9 from  5- 
6:30  p.m.  in  the  main  campus  cafete- 
ria. Members  of  the  academic  and 
service  departments  will  be  on  hand 
to  provide  information  about  what 
JJC  has  to  offer. 

Holistic  Wellness 

The  Holistic  Wellness  club  will 
provide  HIV  testing  to  all  JJC  stu- 
dents and  staff  members  on  Nov.  14 
and  28  and  Dec.  12. 

Oral  swab  testing  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Will  County  Health  De- 
partment and  AGAPE  Missions  For 
more  information,  contact  Pam 
Dilday  at  280-2202. 

Brown  Bug  lecture 

JJC  English  professor  Jim 
Baskin  will  present  "Lost  in  Transla- 
tion: Mystery  of  Legal  Language"  on 
Wednesday,  Nov.  9 at  noon  in  J-0006. 

Decorating  clinic 

home?  Tlie  JJC  Interior  Design  Club 
is  holding  a design  "How-to  Clinic" 
Nov.  7 at  II  a.m.  on  the  Center 
Bridge. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Debbie  Dutton  at  (630)  806-9720. 

COIS  open  house 

Tlie  Computer  Information  and 
Office  Systems  Department  will  hold 
t an  Open  House  on  Wednesday.  Nov. 


9 from  1 1 a.m.  to  I p.m.  in  the  COIS 
labs  on  the  second  floor  of  T-build- 
ing.  Guests  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  tour  the  department,  meet  faculty 
and  advisers,  leam  about  careers 
computer-related  fields  and  play  video 
games.  There  will  also  be  refresh- 
ments, gj  veaways.  and  a chance  to 
Rash  drives  and  software. 

Jewelry  Sale 

Members  of  the  JJC 
metalsmithing  class  will  exhibit  and 
sell  their  jewelry  of  metals  and  semi- 
precious stones  at  a Handcrafted  Jew- 
elry Holiday  Sale  on  Nov.  16  and  17 
from  10  a.m.  to  2 p.m.  in  the  cafete 


SPRITE  Club 

During  the  month  of  November. 
SPRITE  Club  will  collect  non-perish- 
able food  items  in  the  OS  A area  of  the 
bridge.  A small  tree  with  yellow  stars 
will  be 

Euch  star  has  a specific  food  item 
written  on  it,  and  the  JJC  community 
is  asked  lo  "Be  A Star"  for  a sludcnl 
in  need  and  select  a star  from  the 
purchuse  the  item,  and  return  the  item 


to  the  collection  box  located 
near  the  tree. 

Fine  Arts 

The  JJC  theater  program  will 
present  the  play  "Gelling  Out”  on  Nov. 
10  al  7:30  p.m..  Nov.  II  and  12  at  8 
p.m.  and  Nov.  13  at  2:30  p.m.  i 
Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Ticket  prices ; 
for  the  public  and  S4  tor  seniors.  Dis- 
counts are  available  for  JJC  students. 
inculiy  mill  stuff.  Reservations  may  be 
made  by  calling  (he  theatre  office  al 
280-2200.  Please  note  that  this  pro- 
duction is  not  recommended  for  chil- 
dren. 

As  pari  of  the  college’s  ongoing 
community  service  project,  audience 
members  are  encouraged  to  bring  non- 
perishable  food  items  lo  the  produc- 
tions, where  they  may  be  exchanged 
for  items  at  the  concession.  All 
tribulions  will  be  donated  to  area  shcl- 


Transfer 

Today! 


Two  Nights  a Week  is  all  it  Takes 

Robert  Morris  College  makes  it  easy  to  complete  your  Bachelor's 
Degree.  View  our  online  transfer  guide  at  www.robertmorris.edu 

• be  a full-time  student  and  spend  two' nights  a week  in  class 

• one  of  the  most  affordable  colleges  in  Illinois 

• one  of  the  most  conveniently  located  colleges  in  the  state 

Enroll  today.  Call  312-933-4242. 

Clams  starting  soon! 


I Robert  Morris 

Real  College  for  the  Real  World 


DuPage  Campus  I Orland  Park  Campus  I 


v.robe  rtmorrls.edu 
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Police  Blotter 


Computer,  clothes  stolen 
from  dressing  room 

M AIN  CAMPUS  - A computer 
was  stolen  from  the  women’s  dress- 
ing room,  K-1000C.  on  Oct.  11, 
according  to  police.  A witness  no- 
ticed the  door  to  the  dressing  room 
was  open  at  9:45  p.m.  According  to 
police,  the  men’s  dressing  room,  G- 
1035,  was  also  tampered  with.  A 
shirt  and  table  were  removed. 

The  estimated  value  of  all  ob- 
jects stolen  is  $300. 

Student  charged  with  battery 
and  disorderly  conduct  after  in- 
cident inside  classroom 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - A JJC  stu- 
dent has  been  charged  with  battery 
and  disorderly  conduct  in  connec- 
tion with  an  incident  that  took  place 
in  a main  campus  classroom. 

According  to  police  reports, 
campus  police  were  dispatched  to 
room  T- 1 054  on  Monday,  Oct.  3,  at 
about  1 1 :30  a.m.  in  response  lo  a 
disturbance  inside  the  classroom. 
Jessica  Parker,  23  Lois  Place  #103, 
Joliet,  was  taken  into  custody,  ac- 


cording to  police,  for  hitting  a fel- 
low classmate  with  a chair  in  re- 
sponse to  a comment  made  by  the 
classmate.  According  to  police,  the 
two  were  initially  joking  around, 
which  then  led  to  the  incident. 

Parker  was  arrested  and 
charged  with  battery  and  disorderly 
conduct.  According  to  police, 
Parker  was  on  probation  at  the  time 
of  the  incident.  Both  the  classmate 
and  Parker  have  been  suspended 
from  campus  properties  indefinitely. 

Parker  is  to  appear  in  court  on 
Nov.  10.  She  was  released  by  po- 
lice on  $1,000  bond. 

Student  charged  for  drug 
paraphernalia 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - According 
to  campus  police,  Nicholas 
Domberg,  322  Prairie  Rd.,  New 
Lenox,  has  been  charged  for  pos- 
session of  drug  paraphernalia. 

According  to  report,  a patrol 
car  noticed  a vehicle  on  campus 
parked  across  the  pavement  lines. 
Inside  the  vehicle  they  noticed  a 
pipe  lying  in  the  open  glove  box. 
Police  said  the  car  had  an  expired 


registration.  Domberg  is  scheduled 
to  appear  in  court  on  Nov.  9. 
Domberg  was  released  on  $1,000 
bond. 

Theft  from  parked  car 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - A wallet, 
which  included  a driver's  license,  a 
cell  phone  and  $21  was  taken  from 
a car  parked  in  South  Lot  1 on  Sept. 
30  between  11  a.m.  and  1:05  p.m. 
According  to  police,  the  car’s  owner 
relumed  to  find  the  car  doors  un- 
locked and  the  above  items  miss- 
ing. Anyone  who  saw  any  suspi- 
cious activity  should  contact  cam- 
pus police. 

Damage  to  property 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - A car  was 
damaged  while  parked  in  South  Lot 
2 on  Sept.  22  between  7:30  a.m.  and 
1 1 :26  a.m.  According  to  police,  the 
front  and  rear  tires  on  the  passen- 
ger side  of  the  vehicle  had  both  been 
flattened. 

Anyone  who  saw  any  suspi- 
cious activity  should  contact  cam- 
pus police. 


Faculty  members  educate 
JJC  on  GLBT  history 


The  Brown  Bag  lecture  series, 
called  such  because  it  is  held  around 
lunch  time,  is  a way  for  JJC  students 
to  learn  about  various  subjects  in 
which  they  may  be  interested. 

The  Oct.  13  Brown  Bag  lecture 
was  about  the  history  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community. 

Three  JJC  faculty  members — 
Jason  Fichtel,  Clay  Kirkland,  and 
Al  Golden — explained  different  as- 
pects of  gay,  lesbian,  bisexual  and 
transsexual  (GLBT)  history. 

Jason  Fichtel,  associate  profes- 
sor of  English  and  adviser  of  the  JJC 
Gay-Straight  Alliance,  spoke  first 
on  gay  terminology. 

He  explained  how  "gay"  was  a 
word  formerly  used  for  both  male 
and  females  of  the  gay  community, 
but  after  a while,  when  gay  was 
mainly  used  to  describe  the  men, 
separate  terms  were  created  for  fe- 
males. 

Later,  bisexuals  and  transsexu- 
als created  more  terms  to  describe 
themselves  as  well.  Now,  as  the 
years  go  by,  many  in  the  commu- 
nity have  thrown  out  the  old  words 
saying  that  they  don't  want  to  be 
defined  by  sexual  orientation, 
Fichtel  said. 

“I'm  very  concerned  with  the 
new  ‘post-gay’  movement’s  desire 
lo  see  the  end  of  being  labeled 
through  sexual  identity."  Fichtel 
said. 

“Yes.  labels  don’t  always  say 
all  that  they  need  to.  and  the  more 
and  the  better  we  come  lo  under- 
stand the  ways  identities  develop 
and  change,  so  must  our  language 
change. 

One  of  the  first  ways  you  kill 
off  a culture  you  don't  want  around 
is  to  take  away  its  language,  its  abil- 
ity to  speak.  If  we,  as  gays  and  les- 


bians, willingly  give  up  our  lan- 
guage, we  will  realize  quickly  we 
have  nothing  left.” 

Clay  Kirkland,  associate  pro- 
fessor of  Fine  Arts,  spoke  second 
about  the  general  public's  views 
toward  the  gay  community  from  the 
past  until  now.  He  spoke  of  when 
the  community  first  came  to  be  rec- 
ognized and  categorized  as  a men- 
tal illness,  comparing  it  to  a mental 
illness  such  as  being  afraid  of 
heights.  Psychiatrists  thought  at  the 
lime  that,  with  therapy,  could  be- 
come heterosexual. 

This  practice  is  still  believed  by 
some  today,  Kirkland  said.  After  a 
few  years,  people  began  to  believe 
that  being  gay  was  not  a mental  ill- 
ness. With  this  idea,  the  gay  com- 
munity was  able  to  live  their  lives 
without  being  placed  into  mental 
institutions. 

T.V.  shows  were  starting  to  re- 
flect the  new  change  in  others’  views 
on  the  gay  community. 

“Gay  or  straight,  the  images  on 
television  help  teach  us  how  we 
should  see  others  and  ourselves," 
Kirkland  said. 

“For  decades,  the  few  images 
of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
were  predominantly  negative. 
While  some  progress  has  been 
made,  both  in  terms  of  quantity  and 
quality  of  GLBT  images,  the  com- 
munity remains  under-represented 
and  gay  and  lesbian  characters  re- 
main largely  stereotypical.” 

Al  Golden,  assistant  professor 
of  speech  and  co-advisor  of  GSA, 
was  the  last  to  speak  at  the  brown 
bag.  Golden  spoke  about  editorials 
and  magazine  that  have  been  pro- 
duced since  World  War  II. 

“Like  all  minority  groups,  they 
(member  of  the  GLBT  community) 
wanted  a voice  in  the  main  stream 
media,"  Golden  said.  “Main  stream 


media,  more  often  than  not,  won't 
report  on  anything  important  to  that 
group." 

He  explained  different  ways 
that  the  community  used  hobby 
magazines  in  local  craft  stores 
around  World  War  II  to  find  others 
using  secret  language,  to  find  sail- 
ors and  so  on.  Some  lime  straight 
people  used  the  magazines  at  the 
time  thinking  it  was  a hobby  maga- 
zine, resulting  in  unwanted  atten- 
tion, Golden  said. 

A few  years  after  World  War 
II,  there  was  a larger  amount  of 
magazines  produced  not  only  by 
gays  but  also  by  lesbians. 

There  was  also  a desire  for  pho- 
tographs to  be  printed  in  these 
magazines,  Golden  said.  However, 
magazines’  pictures  of  questionable 
conduct  could  not  be  shown  back 
then,  as  the  postmaster  general 
would  not  let  them  be  delivered  to 
the  public  unless  it  was  in  a natural 
setting  and  a drawing.  Finding  in- 
ventive ways  for  pictures  to  be  al- 
lowed were  searched  for. 

Fitness  magazines  were  used  to 
skirt  around  the  law  at  the  time. 
Golden  said,  and  some  of  the  same 
magazines  are  still  around  today. 

“At  the  time,  the  postmaster 
was  not  letting  any  gay  or  lesbian 
pictures  though  because  it  thought 
that  all  the  pictures  would  be  ob- 
scene." he  said. 

He  also  talked  about  the  maga- 
zines out  today  that  don’t  have  to 
hide  the  fact  that  they  are  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community,  and 
how  they  have  changed  from  a 
small,  underground,  hidden  edito- 
rial to  a larger,  more  accepted  form 
of  editorial. 

After  the  lecture  was  com- 
pleted, Fichtel,  Kirkland,  and 
Golden  answered  questions  from 
people  who  attended  the  lecutre. 
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Murdered  student  example  of  Internet  dangers 


Production  Manager 

Taylor  Behl  would  have  turned 
18  on  Ocl.  13.  Instead  of  blowing 
out  candles  and  opening  birthday 
presents  with  friends,  they  mourned 
her  at  a visitation.  She  was  laid  to 
rest  on  Friday,  Oct.  14. 

Behl.  17,  had  just  begun  her 
freshman  year  at  Virginia  Common- 
wealth University.  She  was  a busi- 
ness major. 

Just  like  many  other  college 
students.  Behl  had  a MySpace.com 
site  as  well  as  an  online  journal. 
MySpace.com  is  a website  on  which 
people  can  create  unique  profiles. 
These  profiles  can  contain  such 
items  as  pictures,  music,  icons,  and 
surveys  that  one  has  completed.  It 
can  be  used  to  send  messages  to 
people  and  get  to  know  people 
throughout  the  world. 

Although  Behl’s 

MySpace.com  site  was  named  B I 
T T E R,  that  seemed  to  hardly  be 
the  case.  Friends  of  Behl  left  her 
many  comments,  including  songs, 
pomes  and  artwork  to  mourn  her 
death.  One  friend  left  a comment 
saying,  “Happy  Birthday  Taylor, 
18’s  a good  one  and  Uiink  of  all  the 
cool  people  you  get  to  share  it  with 
up  in  heaven.  Maggie.” 

Since  the  teen  went  missing 
about  a month  ago,  even  people  who 
did  not  know  her  have  been  leaving 


comments  to  mourn  Behl’s  death. 

Police  are  considering  Ben 
Fawley,  a 38-year-old  amateur  pho- 
tographer, a suspect  in  the  Behl 
case.  It  has  been  said  through  both 
Court  Television  Network,  as  well 
as  NBC  4 (Richmond.  Va.  local 
news  channel),  that  Behl  first  came 
across  Fawley  through 
MySpace.com  and  another  online 
journal  site. 

Although  the  first  autopsy  of 
the  body  did  not  allow  coroners  to 
find  a cause  of  death.  Fawley  was 
the  last  person  to  see  Behl  before 
her  disappearance.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  two  had  a few  romantic  en- 
counters. 

According  to 

crimelibrary.com.  Fawley  made  a 
confession. 

“...Fawley  told  police  that  he 
and  Taylor  went  in  her  car  to  an  area 
near  a beach  in  Mathews  County  the 
night  she  disappeared,”  according 
to  the  website.  “He  then  told  police 
that  while  they  were  in  her  car,  she 
died  accidentally  during  ‘rough  sex, 
when  he  restricted  her  breathing.' 
Fawley  explained  that  he  panicked 
when  he  realized  she  was  dead  and 
placed  her  body  in  the  ravine  in 
which  she  was  later  found.  The  ra- 
vine was  adjacent  to  property 
owned  by  a former  girlfriend.  Po- 
lice are  now  trying  to  verify 
Fawley’s  account,  but  do  not  accept 
it  at  face  value.” 


Five  Internet  safety  tips  from  JJC  Police 
Chief  Pete  Comanda: 

1 ) Use  your  first  name  and  only  your  first  name. 
Staying  on  a first  name  basis  will  help  protect  you 
and  your  privacy. 

2)  Be  true  to  yourself. 

3)  Do  not,  under  any  circumstance,  agree  to  meet 
with  someone  alone.  If  you  feel  the  need  to  meet 
with  someone  you  originally  met  online,  take  a 
friend  and  meet  in  a public  place. 

4)  Be  aware  that  what  you  share  can  be  taken  out  of 
the  context  in  which  you  meant  it. 

5)  If  the  information  is  not  something  that  you  would 
share  with  a stranger  sitting  next  to  you  at  a 


Photo  courtesy  ot  My  spacer 

Taylor  Behl  posed  for  a picture  and 
later  posted  It  on  her  Myspace.com 
site.  The  teen  was  murdered  by  a 
man  she  originally  met  on 
Myspace.com. 

Fawley  has  a criminal  record 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  He 
has  a bi-polar  disorder  and  has  a 
history  of  violent  assaults  tied  to 
women  who  try  to  end  relationships 
with  him.  He  also  has  several  con- 
victions for  larceny  and  theft.  On 
top  of  being  a suspect  in  Behl’s  mur- 
der. he  is  also  facing  16  counts  of 
possession  of  child  pornography 
and  possession  of  a firearm  in  vio- 
lation of  Virginia  laws  regarding 
convicted  felons. 

Fawley  had  a MySpace.com 
site,  as  well  as  multiple  sites  for 
journals  and  his  photography. 

In  this  generation,  online  net- 
working sources  like  MySpace.com 
and  facebook.com,  as  well  as  online 
journals,  like  Xangas 
(www.xanga.com)  or  LiveJoumals 
(www.livejournal.com)  are  ex- 
tremely common  among  college 
students.  These  resources  are  seen 
as  a way  to  keep  in  touch  and  meet 
new  people.  As  the  MySpace.com 
tour  says,  "Creating  a profile  in 
MySpace  is  fast,  fun,  and  easy.  You 
can  disclose  as  much  or  as  little  in- 
formation about  yourself  as  you 
want.  MySpace  will  always  keep 
your  personal  information  private 
and  confidential.  We  will  only  show 
what  you  choose  to  share.  You  can 
even  post  pictures  of  yourself  to  add 
to  the  fun- ALL  FREE!" 


Although  these  sites  are  free, 
they  do  sometimes  come  with  the 
cost  of  privacy. 

As  stated,  one  cun  share  us 
much  or  as  little  as  they  would  like 
to.  but  when  does  one  cross  the  line 
of  sharing  too  much? 

According  to  the  National 
Center  for  Missing  and  Exploited 
Children,  one  in  five  children  arc 
sexually  exploited  online.  The 
center,  in  efforts  with  the  Nnlionul 
Ad  Council,  has  created  HDOP: 
Help  Delete  On-Line  Predators. 
Within  this  organization,  people 
can  find  lists  of  acronyms  that  have 
been  created  for  chatting.  HDOP 
slates  that  sometimes  people  chat 
online  but  don't  even  really  know 
what  they  are  chatting  about.  Ac- 
ronyms like  MUSM  (miss  you  so 
much),  POS  (parent  over  shoul- 
der), SYT  (sweet  young  thing)  or 
OLL  (online  love)  can  fly  over 
people's  heads  if  they  are  not  watch- 
ing out  for  them,  and  although 
sometimes  these  acronyms  can  lie 
harmless,  it  all  depends  on  who  is 
typing. 

Most  online  sites  allow  stu- 
dents to  have  profiles  that  share  in- 
formation. MySpace  has  a column 
for  people  to  share  their  interests  in 
general,  music,  movies,  television, 
books  and  heroes  categories.  It  also 
allows  you  to  disclose  your  ‘status' 
in  a relationship,  wjgil  you  chose  to 
use  MySpace  for,  your  sexual  ori- 
entation, hometown,  if  you  have 
kids  or  not  and  many  other  personal 
details.  Also,  you  cun  include 
‘blurbs'  about  yourself. 

According  to  snfctyinfo.com, 
the  hlurhs  are  what  sometimes  get 
people  in  trouble.  Muny  blurbs 
share  small  details,  like  the  activi- 
ties one  likes  to  participate  in  at 
school  or  favorite  things,  but  oth- 
ers share  too  much,  such  as  screen 
names  and  phone  numbers  and  can 
sometimes  become  very  provoca- 
tive. 

Blurbs  and  blogs,  which  are 
online  journal  entries,  can  also  show 
vulnerability,  which  can  make  some 
easy  targets  for  predutors.  Behl’s 
online  LiveJoumal  was  titled 
"tiahliaj"  which  is  "jailbait"  spelled 
backwards.  In  her  journal,  she  talks 
about  her  life  and  the  situations  she 


faced.  Fawley  had  said  in  question- 
ing that  she  seemed  like  a “sad  girl." 
and  according  to  Court  TV.  preda- 
tors thrive  on  so-called  “sad  girls." 

JJC  Police  Chief  Pete 
Comanda  said  that  JJC  hasn’t  had 
major  issues  with  internet-related 
relationships,  hut  lie  did  say  that  he 
is  alarmed  with  the  information  that 
people  are  sharing  with  each  other 
on  online  forums.  "It's  no  different 
than  dating,  and  if  the  information 
is  something  that  you  would  not 
share  with  someone  silting  next  to 
you  at  a bar,  then  you  shouldn't  be 
sharing  it  with  millions  of  people 
online,"  said  Comanda. 

"I'm  amazed  at  what  people 
will  put  on  these  things  and  how 
they  feel  that  nothing  will  ever  hap- 
pen to  them." 

Another  one  of  Comundu’s 
concents  with  sharing  information 
on  the  Internet  is  identity  theft. 
Most  people  on  these  sites  stale 
their  names,  birllulates,  and  even 
addresses  anil  phone  numbers. 

"Identity  theft  is  something  that 
mins  people's  lives,  and  it’s  some- 
thing that  people,  especially  stu- 
dents, need  to  he  aware  of,” 
Comanda  said. 

Fawley  will  appear  in  court  for 
a Preliminary  Hearing  on  Monday, 
Ocl.  31.  According  to  Court  TV, 
the  prosecution  is  considering  drop- 
ping the  weapons  charge  against 
Fuwlcy  in  exchunge  lor  a confes- 
sion and  a pica  in  the  case. 


Photo  courtsoy  of  Courttv.com 

Bon  Fawloy  was  tho  last  porson  to 
soe  Bohl  ollvo,  and  ho  Is  also  a 
suspect  In  her  murdor,  according  to 
Court  TV. 


The  secret 
is  out. 


The  right  books  for  the  right  JJC 
classes  really  can  be  bought  for  less. 

Just  ask  the  hundreds  of  JJC  students 
who  saved  a ton  this  fall  because 
they  bought  from  Joliet  Textbooks. 

Thanks  for  your  support. 


Pell  Gran!  Recipients  Welcome. 


^TEXTBOOKS 

1106  Houbolt  Road  ’Joliet 
Across  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 

815.773.1800 
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Commentary... 

Case  in  point: 

Guest  Writer 

Guest  Writer 

On  a Wednesday  morning  at  8 
a.m,,  Mr.  McAllister,  our  former 
philosophy  teacher,  met  us  at  Lin- 
coln-Way  East  High  School  for  an 
interview.  We  had  only  one  ques- 
tion in  mind:  "Has  man  transcended 
above  ancient  intellect  into  a more 
perfect  species?"  This  is  our  story. 

We  entered  his  classroom  to 
ruise  that  question,  and  waited 
through  one  of  his  History  of  Ideas 
philosophy  classes  to  ask  it. 

As  the  class  proceeded,  the 
mood  of  the  room  became  progres- 
sively edgier  with  the  bombardment 
of  questions  asked  from  the  "Book 
of  Questions"  by  McAllister.  The 
most  remarkable  question  he  asked 
was,  “If  you  have  a chance  to  save 
forty  thousand  South  American 
people,  two  hundred  American 
people,  or  an  acquaintance,  who 
would  you  save  and  why?" 

He  asked  the  room  to  split  up 


Future  of  the  human  species 


into  three  parts.  Those  who  would 
save  40,000  people  moved  to  the 
right  of  the  room,  students  who  fa- 
vored saving  the  200  people  moved 
up  front,  and  the  acquaintance- 
minded  were  to  the  left.  The  right 
side  of  the  room  dominated,  fol- 
lowed by  the  left  side,  with  only  two 
people  in  the  front  of  the  room. 

Then,  questions  were  asked 
about  the  students'  reasoning.  As  the 
students  on  the  left  side  talked,  it 
became  clear  that  none  of  them  were 
in  a certain  spot  because  they  felt 
like  being  there;  instead,  they  were 
there  for  self-interest.  They  said 
they  didn’t  care  about  other  humans, 
regardless  if  the  number  were 
40,000  or  200;  they  cared  only 
about  those  around  them. 

On  the  right  side,  students  said 
that  they  were  there  simply  because 
they  wanted  to  feel  “guiltless"  for 
murdering  40,000  people.  They 
were  not  there  for  the  selfless  act  of 
saving  the  biggest  group  of  people, 
but  rather,  to  avoid  guilt. 

The  third  group,  consisting  of 
two  people,  analyzed  that  letting 
40,000  people  die  was  the  worst 


thing  to  do,  but  they  felt  like  they 
had  to  save  the  200  American 
people  because  it  hit  closer  to  home, 
and  also  because  they  cared  about 
their  nation  more  than  others,  even 
if  it  was  illogical. 

As  we  became  aware  of  what 
was  happening,  our  original  ques- 
tion came  to  mind,  and  we  came  to 
realize  that  saving  the  40,000 
people  would  be  the  most  "logical” 
thing  to  do  (theoretically,  regardless 
of  self-interest  and  feelings). 

We  asked  him  if  he  feels  that 
man  has  evolved  since  the  early 
civilizations,  into  a better  and  more 
perfect  species,  both  mentally  and 
physically. 

“No.  The  problems  that  faced 
early  man  and  early  civilizations, 
like  die  Mayans  or  the  Egyptians, 
still  exist  today."  McAllister  said. 
“Rome,  the  Trojans — they  had  war, 
and  so  do  we." 

After  discussing  the  topic,  we 
both  whole  heartedly  agree  with  this 
view.  Throughout  the  course  of  the 

See  HUMAN  on  page  10 


CLASS  continued  from  page  2 

an  excuse,  since  many  instructors 
like  to  remind  us  that  taking  their 
class  at  this  college  is  exactly  die 
same  as  taking  it  at  a four-year  uni- 
versity. 

There  certainly  are  a few  posi- 
tives for  students  with  a cancelled 
class.  A student  whose  first  class 
of  the  day  is  cancelled  has  the 
chance  to  sleep-in  an  extra  hour.  A 
student  whose  last  class  of  the  day 
is  cancelled  can  go  home  an  hour 
early. 

While  there  certainly  are  posi- 
tives to  a class  being  cancelled, 
there  are  also  the  negatives. 

If  a student  has  two  classes  on 
a particular  day,  and  one  of  them 
is  cancelled,  then  the  student  is 
driving  out  to  the  campus  for  only 
one  class.  It  often  lime  seems  like 
a waste  of  time  and  gas  to  drive 
out  here  for  only  one  class.  Hav- 
ing a class  cancelled  may  throw  off 
a scheduled  syllabus  by  a day,  and 
some  students  get  angry  when  a 
class  is  cancelled,  since  they  are 
paying  to  be  there. 

But  allow  me  to  be  reason- 
able. It  would  appear  that  most 
college  students  are  in  the  late  teen 
years  or  early  twenties.  How  many 


Being  honest,  most 
young  college  students 
are  not  always  that 
excited  about  attending 
class. 


of  us  honestly  bitch  that  a class  is 
cancelled? 

Being  honest,  most  young  col- 
lege students  are  not  always  that 
excited  about  attending  class.  If  a 
class  is  cancelled  here  and  there, 
what  harm  is  done?  Having  the  op- 
portunity to  sleep-in  an  extra  hour, 
to  get  other  homework  done  or  to 
relax  or  socialize  all  seem  like  pros 
to  me  that  easily  outweigh  the  cons 
of  a cancelled  class. 

Therefore,  I think  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  college’s  administration 
and  instructors  should  realize  that, 
in  most  situations,  they  are  doing  us 
a favor  by  cancelling  class  some- 
times. I am  not  asking  our  profes- 
sors to  cancel  class  just  for  the  sake 
of  cancelling  class.  I would  just 
hope  that  the  administration  and 
instructors  at  this  college  take  our 
valuable  time  into  better  consider- 
ation. I don’t  think  it’s  asking  for 
too  much. 


Planetarium  provides 
shows  for  everyone 
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Staff  Writer 

The  night  sky — many  people, 
at  one  lime  or  another,  have  looked 
up  lo  moon  and  stars,  wondering 
u lint  it  would  bc*like  to  be  out  there. 

Touching  those  stars  is  not  so 
far  out  of  reach  at  the  Herbert  F. 
Trackman  Planetarium;  located  at 
JJC.  For  many  years,  the  plan- 
etarium has  been  bringing  the  stars 
closer  to  the  students  of  JJC  and  of 
many  other  schools  in  the  area. 

Only  recently  has  the  college 
offered  more  shows  to  the  general 
public. 

Arthur  Maurer,  planetarium 
director,  has  planned  many  shows 
throughout  the  course  of  this  year 
that  are  open 
for  all  to  en- 
joy. 


"I  feel 
that  the  plan- 
etarium is  the 
jewel  of  the 


Maurer  said. 

"This  is 
my  first  year 
at  the  col- 
lege; I was 

hired  so  the  college  ean  hold  many 
shows  for  the  general  public.  Be- 
fore, the  teacher  of  the  astronomy 
classes  had  to  make  time  to  give 
viewings  of  the  shows  offered." 

TWo  shows  recently  held  at  the 
planetarium  were  "Marsquest"  and 
"My,  Cal  in  Space." 

“Marsquest"  touches  base  with 
the  myths  and  facts  that  have  been 
written  about  the  planet  Mars,  be- 
ginning with  what  is  known  about 
Mars  and  continuing  to  the  theories 
and  sci-fi  books  about  the  planet. 

The  planetarium  presented  a 
special  showing  of  “Marsquest"  on 
Nov.  I. 

Following  the  show,  those  at- 
tending were  inv  ited  to  view  Mars 
through  telescopes  that  were  set  up 
on  the  football  practice  field  just 


“I  feel  that  the 
planetarium  is  the  jewel 
of  the  school.’’ 

- Planetarium  Director 
Arthur  Maurer 


outside  the  planetarium. 

The  other  show,  “Larry,  Cat 
in  Space,"  is  about  a cat  that  fol- 
lows its  owner  to  a moon  colony. 
Slowing  aw  ivy  on  a moon  trans- 
port. the  cut  explains  his  emotional 

and  physical  reactions  to  leaving 
earth  for  his  new  home  on  the 
moon. 

Five-year-old  Zachary  Lewis, 
al  ter  seeing  the  show,  said  “It  was 
really  fun — you  see  how  the  cat 
jumped  over  the  girl's  head.” 
“This  show  is  an  introduction 
lo  space  flights  (and  is)  geared  to- 
wards young  kids,  to  get  them  in- 
terested in  space,"  said  Maurer. 
"This  particular  show  is  set  up  for 
kids  8 and  younger.  It’s  also  a cute 
show  for  any 
adult  who 
likes  to  watch 
cartoons." 

After 
each  show, 
Maurer  stays 
and  answers 
any  questions 
attendees  may 
have  about 
space. 

“This  is  a 

passion  for  me,  so  when  people 
leave  the  planetarium,  1 don't  want 
them  to  leave  like  they  went  to  llie 
movies,"  Maurer  said. 

"I  want  them  to  take  some- 
thing home  with  litem.  I want  them 
to  go  home  and  look  for  certain 
things  in  the  night  sky  with  their 
family  and  friends.” 

Shows  are  free  and  limited 
only  by  the  amount  of  seating 
available.  Maurer  said  that  he  is 
willing  to  present  shows  a second 
time  if  there  is  a need. 

Shows  change  out  every 
month  and  can  be  seen  the  first  and 
third  Thursdays  and  the  second 
and  forth  Tuesdays  of  every  month 
in  room  F-1001.  For  more  infor- 
mation. call  280-NOVA. 


“GSU  offers  convenience  and  flexibility 
in  scheduling.  / wouldn’t  be  where  I am  today 
without  my  GSU  degree.” 


Roxane  Geraci 

JJC  Director  of  Community  Relations 
GSU  Graduate  - Bachelor's  in  Media 
Communications  I Master's  in 
Communication  Studies 

Governors  State  University 
The  right  choice  for  JJC  faculty  and 
staff  - the  right  choice  for  you. 

Learn  how  you  can  complete  your  degree  today! 

47  degree  programs  available 
Bachelor’s  and  master's  programs 
Lowest  public  university  tuition  in  the  state 
Financial  aid  for  part-time  students 
On-campus  child  care 
Job  placement  assistance 

For  more  information  call  708.534.4490 


1 University  Parkway 
University  Park.  11. 60466 

Affordable  • Professional  • Accessible 


or  e-mail  gsunow@govst.edu 


JL  Governors 
State 

, University 
empower  yourself 
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College  Night  at  JJC  helps  students  decide  on  future 


Staff  Writer 

Making  decisions  about  what 
college  to  attend  can  be  difficult,  but 
thanks  to  the  Admissions  Office  of 
Joliet  Junior  College,  JJC  students 
and  local  high  school  juniors  and 
seniors  can  rest  easy  with  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  College 
Night  is  there  to  help  them  ease  into 
their  transition. 

College  Night  was  held  at  the 
main  campus  on  the  evening  of 
Tuesday,  Oct.  1 8.  Representatives 
from  many  colleges  and  universi- 
ties were  on  hand  to  provide  stu- 
dents with  information  about  apply- 
ing to  and  attending  college.  Other 
information,  such  as  a financial  aid 
seminar,  was  also  provided  to  pro- 
spective students  and  their  parents. 


’The  JJC  College  Nighf  was  a 
good  experience  for  me.  It  was  very 
informational  and  worth  attending." 
said  JJC  student  Christina  Gloria. 

Other  students  who  attended 
were  pleased  with  the  individual 
attention  they  recieved  from  the 
college  representatives. 

“The  representative  from  the 
Art  Institute  of  Chicago  was  very 
informative  and  helpful  in  assisting 
me  with  fully  detailed  answers  to 
my  questions  and  insight  on  my  in- 
tended major." 

“The  College  Night  to  me 
seemed  to  be  well  organized — well 
represented  by  all  of  the  colleges, 
and  very  diverse."  said  fellow  JJC 
student  Anesha  Barefield.Collegc 
Night  is  held  at  JJC  every  year  and 
is  open  to  the  public. 


North  Korea... 

Talks  peace:  agrees  to  meet 
with  U.S.  over  nuclear  program 


Copy  Editor 

The  United  States  has  drafted 
a proposal  on  North  Korea’s  nuclear 
weapons  programs  that  would  call 
on  the  communist  state  to  declare 
all  weapons  and  programs  within  six 
months,  the  Kyoto  news  agency  re- 
ported on  Oct.  8. 

During  six-party  talks  held  in 
September,  North  Korea  agreed  to 
give  up  its  nuclear  activities  in  re- 
turn for  aid,  security  guarantees  and 
increased  diplomatic  recognition. 

The  next  round  of  talks  is 
scheduled  for  November  and  in- 
cludes North  and  South  Korea, 
China,  Japan,  Russia,  and  the 
United  States. 

According  to  U.S.  administra- 
tion sources,  the  proposal  would 
require  North  Korea  to  declare  its 
nuclear  activities  through  a two- 
stage  process — a move  that  would 
allow  the  two  nations  to  build  up  a 
mutual  confidence  through  a more 
prolonged  verification  period. 

The  draft  proposal  calls  for 
North  Korea’s  capital,  Pyongyang, 
to  make  a preliminary  declaration 
once  agreement  was  reached  at  the 
next  round  of  talks,  focusing  on  its 
current  nuclear  activities  such  as 
uranium  enrichment  and  plutonium- 


based  nuclear  development. 

Based  on  this  declaration. 
North  Korea  would  immediately 
shut  down  all  related  facilities  and 
halt  all  development  activities, 
while  all  related  nuclear  materials 
would  be  brought  under  interna- 
tional administration. 

North  Korea  would  then  be  re- 
quired to 
make 
“compre- 
hensive" 
dec lara- 
tion,  in- 
volving all 
of  its 
nuclear  fa- 
cilities, re- 
lated mate- 
rials and 
equipment, 
within 
three  to  six 
months. 

Nego- 
tiators have  said  they  want  to  set  up 
a sequencing  structure  for  disman- 
tling North  Korea's  nuclear  pro- 
grams and  the  rewards  Pyongyang 
will  receive  for  completing  various 
steps  along  the  way. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  the 


United  Slates  and  North  Korea  have 
been  involved  in  a deal  to  hall 
nuclear  arms  development.  The 
1 994  deal  was  known  as  the  Agreed 
Framework,  and  il  also  attached  re- 
wards to  actions  from  the  North  as 
it  took  steps  to  freeze  and  eventu- 
ally dismantle  its  nuclear  programs. 

This  plan  was  abandoned  after 
the  United  States 
charged  North  Korea 
with  violating  the 
agreement  by  pursuing 
a secret  program  to 
enrich  uranium  for 
nuclear  weapons  in 
October  2002. 

North  Korean  of- 
ficials had  denied  the 
charge,  but  shortly  af- 
ter, they  expelled  U.N. 
weapons  inspectors 
from  the  country  and 
left  the  nuclear  Non- 
Proliferation  Treaty. 
The  November 
round  of  talks  is  expected  to  move 
from  principles  to  an  implementa- 
tion plan  in  which  North  Korea  sets 
a timetable  for  disarmament  and  the 
other  five  states  outline  how  they 
will  then  provide  it  with  aid  and 
other  assistance. 


"The  draft  proposal 
calls  for  North 
Korea’s  capital, 
Pyongyang,  to  make 
a preliminary 
declaration  once 
agreement  was 
reached  at  the  next 
round  of  talks, 
focusing  on  its 
current  nuclear 
activities...” 
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Around  Campus 

November  2,  2005 


Top  Left:  Greg  Conway  and  Roxanne  Davis  shop  for  books  at  the 
Fall  Book  Fair  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  26. 

Bottom  Left:  Martin  Hawrysko  plays  a video  game  showing  the 
dangers  of  drunk  driving  during  the  National  Collegiate  Alcohol 
Awareness  Week,  Oct.  24-27. 

Above:  Dustin  Huckstep  jams  on  his  acoustic  guitar  Tuesday, 
Oct.  25,  during  the  performance  of  his  band,  Wade. 


All  photos  taken  by  Meta  Machulis 


Above:  The  school  house  is  adorned 
with  Autumn  pumpkins. 


Right:  Skeletons  and  spider  webs 
haunt  the  trails. 


The  JJC  nature  trails  got  a spooky 
makeover  Oct.  19-20. 


Around  Campus 

November  2.  2005 


Lance  Delaney  (below)  and  Tony 
DePrate  admire  Indian  artifacts  and 
photos  taken  by  Dennis  Kruk  during  the 
art  gallery  exhibit  India:  Seduction  of  the 
Camera,  held  October  3-28  in  the  Laura 
A.  Sprague  Gallery. 


Nature  around 
campus-  The  backyard 
that  you  never  knew 
you  had! 
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HUMAN  continued  from  page  6 


discussion,  wc  came  to  figure  the 
exact  term  of  evolution. 

Man  evolves  both  physically 
and  mentally,  which  is  true  il  we 
look  back  to  our  early  ancestors 
(Homo  erectus,  Homo  sapiens,  etc). 
For  a period  of  time,  we  changed 
drastically  from  the  primitive  to  the 
ultimate  civilized  "Homo  Sapiens”. 
But  what  happened  after  that? 

According  to  the  theory,  an 
organism  inherits  the  best  traits 
from  its  prior  form  of  existence. 
This  will  continue  until  a certain 
species  becomes  perfect  by  adapt- 
ing to  any  form  of  climate  and  rid- 
ding itself  of  imperfections. 

But  if  we  look  at  logical  terms, 
since  basic  thought  began  we  as  hu- 
mans huve  not  evolved  progressed. 
Technology  has  evolved;  big  screen 
TV's,  cameras,  cars,  and  ice  do  not 
speak  for  human  needs. 

Day  after  day  these  luxuries 
grow  bigger  and  brighter,  and  as 
they  take  away  our  humanity  we 
have  “de-evolutionized”  ourselves. 

We  have  theater,  movies  and 
television  just  as  the  Greeks  had 
theaters  2,200  years  ago. 

We  travel  to  far  lands  just  as 
the  Vikings  did  without  the  aid  of 
compasses. 

Thousands  of  people  died  in 
the  Trojan  War,  just  as  thousands 
die  in  the  many  wars  we  have  now. 
Priests  of  the  Renaissance  sold  in- 
dulgences so  that  sinners  would  be 
saved,  just  as  we  insure  cars, 
houses,  and  even  cell  phones. 

We  are  impressed  by  the  un- 
believable intellect  of  philosophers 
who  lived  2000  years  before  vis,  ycl 


we  are  not  capable  of  upstaging 
Shakespeare,  and  with  our  amazing 
technology  we  cannot  create  a per- 
fect copy  of  the  ancient  pyramids 
of  Giza.  Should  we  not  be  above 
and  beyond  these  things? 

All  of  this  brings  up  many  other 
questions. 

Mainly,  why  is  it  that  we’ve 
become  so  nestled  in  what  we  are? 
Do  we  feel  as  though  wc  have 
reached  certain  perfection? 

Is  it  that  we  have  become  just 
too  tired  to  try,  that  maybe  we’ve 
become  so  bored  with  life  that  it  has 
drained  all  possible  room  for  expan- 
sion? Where  have  all  the  changes 
gone  in  the  last  two  thousand  years? 
Where’s  the  progression? 

Our  children  can’t  read  be- 
cause video  games  fry  their  brains, 
and  the  mind-numbing  baby  sitter 
called  TV  makes  them  unaware  of 
their  humanity. 

So,  not  only  have  we  been  in 
an  evolutionary  stand-still,  but  now 
we're  exploiting  our  boredom 
through  the  most  obscure  ways  pos- 
sible. 

We've  begun  to  pul  prices  on 
things  that  don't  actually  have  a 
price  instead  of  concentrating  on 
keeping  the  priceless  things  in  life 
priceless. 

Sadly,  our  automobiles  have 
become  bigger  and  brighter. 

As  humans  move  from  the  new 
millenium  into  an  uncertain  future, 
our  interest  for  becoming  less  ac- 
tive is  progressing,  while  our  intel- 
lect and  our  path  to  “perfection” 
are  no  longer  in  existence. 


Horoscopes 

w "founts 

(’.swlrnm  If  von  do  not  distribute  copies  of 


CsprlcorD 
After  eating  58  Pixie  Stix  you  had 
left  over  from  Halloween,  you  will 
experience  a severe  sugar  high  and 
become  delusional.  You  will  spend 
the  next  1 1 hours  placing  the 
leftover  wrappers  at  random 
intervals  throughout  your  local 
supermarket. 

#G(U?rlU$ 

You  will  discover  that  your  'vivid 
tangerine'  crayon  once  belonged  to 
Picasso.  Magical  artistic  talents  will 
be  bestowed  upon  you  when  you 
use  this  crayon,  and  you  will 
become  internationally  known  for 
your  brilliant  use  of  orange  in 
"Crayon  Cubism". 

Pisces 

While  employed  as  the  Joliet  Turtle 
Pride  Parade  coordinator,  you  will 
have  an  urge  to  dine  on  a delicious 
bowl  of  turtle  soup.  The  parade 
participants  will  become  furious  and 
dress  you  up  in  an  embarrassing 
green  turtle  suit,  making  you  the 
star  attraction  of  the  parade. 

juries 

The  Home  Shopping  Network  will 
mistakenly  send  a solar  cooker.to 
' your  residence.  You  will  take  up 
solar  cooking  as  a hobby.  After 
winning  an  award  at  the  Illinois 
State  Fair  for  your  sun-steamed 
sauerkraut  sauce,  you  will  become 
A1  Gore’s  personal  chef. 


If  you  do  not  distribute  copies  of 
the  Blazer  to  20  students  within  the  - When  taking  a trip  on  a hot ; 
next  halt  hour,  you  will  have  bad  balloon,  you  will  get  caught 
luck  for  the  next  7 years,  and  your 
crush  will  never  ask  you  out!!! 


thunderstorm  and  get  blown 
off  course.  After  the  storm  passes, 
you  will  find  that  you  have  come 
upon  a country  of  hot  air  balloon- 
eating  munchkins.  who  will  pop  the 
balloon  and  roast  it  over  a stove. 

Libra 

When  you  walk  into  a crowd 


Qerotol 

Your  knack  for  writing  clever 
bumper  stickers  will  allow  you  to 
become  Poet  Laureate  of  the 
United  States.  Unfortunately,  you 
will  be  forced  to  lum  down  the 

position  when  you  are  offered  a job  wearing  your  Jesus  is  my 
as  a squirrel  wrangler  in  Texas.  Homcboy"  T-shirl,  sonic  idiot  wtll 

mistake  you  as  the  real  Jesus  and 
will  shower  you  with  gifts  of  gold, 
frankincense  and  myrrh. 

Scorpio 

After  receiving  a new  car  for  your 
birthday,  you  will  leave  town  and 
hit  the  road.  Over  the  years,  you 
will  get  tired  of  driving  from  place 
to  place.  When  your  car  breaks 
down  in  the  middle  of  the  Mojave 
Desert,  you  will  start  your  own  dry- 
cleaning  business  on  the  lop  of  a 
sand  dune.  When  you  decide  that 
business  isn’t  going  well,  you  go  on 
a rampage  hurting  people  with 
paperclips. 

Leo 

You  will  win  an  Academy  Award 
for  your  supporting  role  in  the 
Johnny  Depp  film  Willy 
Scissorharids  of  the  Caribbean. 
Unfortunately,  the  Academy  will 
force  you  to  give  up  your  award 
after  you  forget  to  thank  your 
mother  in  your  acceptance  speech. 


(tancer 

While  soaking  in  the  bathtub  and 
whining  “stop  looking  at  me. 
swan!”  you  will  begin  to  deeply 
question  which  is  better — shampoo 
or  conditioner. 

After  a few  years,  you  will  finally 
decide  they  arc  both  of  equal  merit. 
At  this  point,  you  will  realize  you 
are  still  in  the  tub  and  have 
shriveled  into  a prune. 

Sagittarius 

Remember,  while  in  Cincinnati: 
take  the  first  street  on  your  right 
and  go  four  blocks  down.  Turn  left 
and  go  exactly  3.8  miles  until  you 
see  a small  crack  in  the  sidewalk. 
Count  eighty  paces  and  you  will 
reach  the  X mark  in  the  ground.  Is 
it  treasure  that  awaits  you  in  the  big 
dusty  trunk?  No!  It’s  the  best 
newspaper  in  the  world. ..the 
Blazer! 


I CAN  BE 

THE  BOSS. 


I CAN  SERVE 
MY  COMMUNITY. 


Learn  to  lead  a company  into  the  future  or  help  those  around  you-or  both — 
at  Dominican  University.  You  can  study  everything  from  business  to  elementary 
education— and  lots  of  other  things  in  between.  There’s  a lot  you  want  to  do  in 
life.  With  a great  education  from  Dominican,  you  can. 

Learn  more  about  our  majors,  campuses,  and  great  value  by  contacting  us  at 
708-524-6800  or  domadmis@dom.edu. 


708-524-6800 
708-524-6864  (fax) 

7900  West  Division  Street 
River  Forest.  1L  60305 


DOMINICAN 

UNIVERSITY 

www.ican.dom.edu 


DOMINICAN. 


give  me  options  worth  choosing 


Online 
Open  House 

Thursday.  Dec.  1 
11=00  am  to  7=00  pm 

Roosevelt  Uniters ity 

To  register,  call  1-877-APPLY  RU  or  visit 

Chicago  - Schaumburg  • Online 

www.roosevelt.edu/openhouse. 

www.rooscvoll.edu 

Major 

Business 

Elmhurst 


You'll  find  the  complete  package.  We  offer  you  a personal,  powerful  education 


designed  for  tomorrow’s  business  leaders — at  one  of  the  best  liberal  arts 


colleges  in  the  Midwest.  In  small  classes,  you'll  work  face  to  face  with  professors 
who've  served  as  corporate  strategists,  technology  experts,  and  Fulbright 
scholars.  You'll  conduct  actual  market  research  and  gain  real-world  experience — 
long  before  you  graduate.  And  you’ll  prepare  for  real  leadership  in  the  new 
global  world  of  business  and  society. 


Contact  us! 

190  Prospect  Avenue 
Elmhurst,  Illinois  60126 

(630)  617-3400 
www.elmhurst.edu 


A Top  10  college. 

It’s  official:  Elmhurst  College  is 
among  the  best  in  the  Midwest. 
Check  out  “America’s  Best 
Colleges  2006,"  the  influential 
study  by  U.S.News  & World 
Report.  For  the  third  year  in  a 
row,  Elmhurst  College  ranks 
among  the  top  10  comprehen- 
sive colleges  in  the  Midwest, 
according  to  the  survey-and  it's 
the  only  college  in  Illinois  to 
appear  in  the  top  10  in  this  cate- 
gory. Elmhurst  also  appears  in 
the  Princeton  Review's  most 
recent  list  of  top  colleges  in  the 
Midwest,  earning  especially  high 
marks  for  financial  aid  offerings, 
faculty,  and  quality  of  life. 

Get  real. 

Our  first-rate  internship  program 
offers  you  opportunities  to  gain 
not  only  real-world  experience 


but  also  course  credit.  Selected 
sites  include  Allstate,  AT&T, 
Fifth  Third  Bank,  IBM,  Kecblcr, 
Marriott,  Merrill  Lynch, 

Minolta,  Motorola,  Smith 
Barney,  and  United  Airlines. 

And  through  our  unique  Small 
Business  Institute,  you'll  plunge 
into  the  process  of  solving 
authentic  business  problems. 

Go  far. 

You’ll  enjoy  unlimited  access  to 
field  experiences  throughout  the 
Chicago  area.  You’ll  work  with 
major  international  corporations 
through  our  Hardin  Institute  for 
Market  Research.  You  can  even 
study  abroad  and  sec  first-hand 
how  business  is  conducted  in 
Turkey,  Russia,  Morocco,  Costa 
Rica,  or  on  the  Pacific  Rim. 


Majors  in  Business 

• Accounting 

• Business  Administration 

• Economics 

• Finance 

• International  Business 

• Logistics  & Transportation 
Management 

• Management 

• Marketing 

• Music  Business 

For  students  24  and  up. 

Adult  learners  come  to  class 
already  well  equipped  with  skills, 
knowledge,  and  experience. 
Elmhurst  gives  credit  where  credit 
is  due.  You  can  earn  up  to  32 
semester  hours  for  significant 
learning  beyond  the  classroom. 
And  you  can  major  in  one  of  our 
fast-track  programs,  such  as  the 
Elmhurst  Management  Program, 
Managerial  Communication,  and 
Information  Technology. 


Elmhurst  College 
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‘Waiting...’  to  see  this 
isn’t  such  a good  idea 

■MiMlTMEIM 

Entertainment  Wnter 

Ryan  Reynolds  is  funny  in 
some  unfunny  movies.  He  tried  des- 
perately to  play  half  the  roles  of 
Animal  House  as  one  person  in  the 
gross,  unfunny  Van  Wilder.  In  parts 
of  The  Amilyville  Horror,  Reynolds 
is  unintentionally  funny  as  a pos- 
sessed family  man,  However,  in 
Waiting. . . , Reynolds'  delight  for  the 
obscene  is  put  to  good  use. 

Dean  (Justin  Long)  has  been  a 
waiter  at  Shenanigan’s,  a fake  Ruby 
Tuesday's/  Bennigan's  knock-off. 

He  doesn't  question  the  job,  his  boss 
Dave  (David  Koechner)  or  the  res- 
taurant staff.  When  he  learns  a class- 
mate from  his  high  school  graduat- 
ing class  received  an  electrical  en- 
gineering degree,  his  composure  for 
his  dead-end  existence  is  eradicated 
so  he  can  make  something  of  his 
life. 

Monty  (Reynolds),  who  is 
similar  to  Dean  except  that  he 
doesn’t  give  a crap,  is  assigned  by 
Dave  to  show  newbie  Mitch  (Jon 
Francis  Daley)  around  the  premises. 

Monty  is  both  brutally  honest 
in  his  descriptions  of  behind-the- 
scenes  and  unrelenting  in  his  (ales 
of  his  first  time  working  there. 

Monty  is  also  tom  between  flirting 
with  high  school  girls  and  dwelling 
on  ex-girlfriend  and  co-worker 
Serena  (Anna  Faris). 

Mitch's  interactions  with  the 
restaurant  staff  include  head  cook 
Raddimus  (Luis  Guzmdn)  teaching 
Mitch  about  "The  Game,"  which 


Rating  Key 

+ ★ it  + Ca|1 

Fandango  right  now! 

^ ^ Worth  the  $8 
you  shell  out  for  the  film. 

^ Three  letters  to 
remember:  DVD 
^ Maybe  worth  digging  for 
in  the  clearance  bin. 

ZERO  STARS  Is  an 
explanation  really  necessary? 


Dean  (Justin  Long)  and  Monty  (Ryan  Reynolds)  ponder  their  dead-end 
existence  at  Shenanigan's  In  Waiting... 


involves  the  male  employees  trying 
to  get  each  other  to  look  at  each 
other's  genitals,  allowing  them  to 
kick  the  onlookers  in  the  ass  and  call 
them  politically  incorrect  terms  for 
homosexuals. 

Rob  McKittrick,  making  his 
writing  and  directing  debut  here, 
provides  the  actors  enough  frit,  al- 
beit gross  and  unsettling,  to  gener- 
ate laughs  from  the  current  Ameri- 
can Pie  generation.  You  can  cringe 
when  one  of  the  cooks,  Floyd  (the 
hilarious  Dane  Cook)  drops  a steak 
on  the  floor  and  puts  it  back  on  the 
plate  after  saving  it  just  closely  from 
the  five-second  rule,  adding  that 
they  may  have  had  to  move  to  the 
ten-second  rule.  But  I didn't — it's 
funny  because,  rarely,  it’s  true. 

I only  recently  was  introduced 
to  Dane  Cook  and  was  upset  that 
he  wasn’t  in  the  movie  more.  But 
his  scenes  are  memorable.  The  only 
terrible  and  truly  unnecessary  parts 
of  the  movie  are  every  single,  soli- 
tary scene  that  includes  Andy 
Milonakis.  His  self-titled  show  on 
MTV  showcases  the  stupidity  of  his 
idiocy.  Every  time  Milonakis  was 
speaking,  I wanted  to  go  grind  cork- 
screws into  my  eyes  and  ears. 
Thankfully,  his  on-screen  time  is 
very  little,  although  it’s  a little  more 
frequently  than  Cook,  which  is  a 
travesty  to  comedy. 


★ ★ ★ 7 


Rated  R ( for  strong  crude  and 
sexual  humor,  pervasive 
language  and  some  drug  use) 
Starring:  Ryan  Reynolds,  Anna 
Faris,  Justin  Long.  David 
Koechner,  Luis  Guzman,  John 
Francis  Daley,  Andy 
Milonakis 

Directed  bv:  Rob  McKittrick 
Running  time:  93  minutes 
Now  playing  in  local  theaters 

Reynolds,  though,  is  the  heart 
of  the  cast,  relishing  his  sharp  sense 
of  humor  with  resolved  gusto.  He 
even  seems  to  enjoy  what  he's  do- 
ing. Additionally,  Long’s  perfor- 
mance is  relative  to  community  col- 
lege students  who  are  both  working 
and  attending  school  on  a full-time 
basis. 

Essentially,  Waiting. . . is  Office 
Space  in  a restaurant.  If  you  don't 
care  for  the  latter,  then  you  should 
probably  pass  up  Waiting....  Adults 
may  be  offended  by  the  kitchen- 
based  events,  but  Monty  makes  a 
good  point  and  states  the  basis  of 
the  film,  when  a woman  complains 
about  every  problem  with  her  order: 
“She  broke  the  cardinal  rule:  never 
f — k with  people  who  handle  your 
food."  Yes,  it’s  true — hence,  funny. 


Less-than-stellar  Rock 
doesn’t  mean  total  ‘Doom’ 


Entertainment  Writer 

It  is  true  that  I am  a wrestling 
fan,  so  my  bias  towards  The  Rock 
(aka  Dwayne  Johnson)  is  evident  in 
many  critiques  of  his  movies.  From 
the  great  The  Rundown  to  the 
crappy  Be  Cool,  I praised  him  for 
showcasing  his  natural  acting  talent, 
no  matter  how  good  or  bad  the  film 
is.  For  Doom.  The  Rock  stops  here. 

At  a corporate  science  research 
facility  on  Mars  in  the  year  2046, 
something  goes  terribly  wrong. 
Wow — never  heard  that  one  before. 
Anyways,  scientists  start  to  “disap- 
pear" when  demon-like  creatures 
appear  on  the  scene. 

A group  of  elite  Marines,  lead 
by  Sarge  (The  Rock)  and  John 
Grimm  aka  Reaper  (Karl  Urban), 
are  assigned  to  find  the  scientists 
and  salvage  any  data  and  corporate 
property  from  the  facility. 

People  don't  travel  to  Mars  on 
a futuristic,  high-tech  spaceship. 
Instead,  it’s  through  a portal,  called 
the  Arc,  that  was  discovered  in  the 
desert  by  archeologists.  Apparently, 
it  was  built  by  those  on  Mars,  so  1 
don’t  know  how  they  got  another 
one  here.  When  Alexander  Graham 
Bell  created  the  telephone,  didn’t  he 
have  to  build  two  so  there  is  one  to 
send  and  another  to  receive? 

So  Sarge  & Co.  travel  through 
the  Arc  to  find  out  what’s  going  on. 
They  meet  up  with  Reaper’s  sister. 
Dr.  Samantha  Grimm  (Rosamund 
Pike),  who  worked  with  one  of  the 
missing  scientists.  Apparently,  the 
scientists  have  been  working  on  a 
Martian-based,  bio-engineered  24th 
chromosome.  And  wouldn’t  you 
know — humans  have  23. 

This  24th  chromosome  has  one 
of  two  side  effects:  super-intelli- 
gence and  super-strength  or  both  of 
the  above  plus  super-madness  and 
facial  disorganization.  And  when 
the  monsters  bite  you,  you  become 
them.  If  George  A.  Romero  wpre 
dead,  he’d  be  rolling  around  in  his 
grave. 

Doom  is  based  on  the  best-sell- 
ing video  game.  That  sentence  alone 
should  tell  you  the  quality  of  the 
film:  bad.  I thought  the  same,  but  in 
the  end,  was  surprised  at  how  en- 
tertained I was.  Still,  the  entertain- 
ment factor  was  only  low-to-mod- 

The  film  starts  much  like  the 
God-awful  Resident  Evil:  with  to- 
tal contempt  for  the  audience,  tell- 
ing them  if  they  haven’t  played  the 
video  game  and  don’t  know  the 
back  story,  then  they  can  go  screw 
themselves.  It  improves  on  many 
levels,  not  for  cinematic  value,  but 


POONI 

★ ★ 

Rated  R (for  strong  violence/ 
gore  and  language) 

Starring:  Karl  Urban, 

Dwayne"  The  Rock"  Johnson, 
Rosamund  Pike 
Directed  bv:  Andrzej 
Bartkowiak 

Running  time:  100  minutes 
| Now  playing  in  local  theaters 

for  gross  out,  shoot- ‘em-up,  blood 
and  guts  gore.  I’m  22,  and  the  the- 
ater carded  me! 

But  then,  I saw  and  heard  chil- 
dren who  could  have  been  no  older 
that  10.  Sometimes,  some  parents 
are  as  brain-dead  as  the  makers  of 
every  video  game  movie  ever.  Let’s 
face  it — Street  Fighter,  Wing  Com- 
mander, Resident  Evil,  Super  Mario 
Bros. — they  are  all  bad.  Well, 
maybe  except  that  last  one. 

The  Rock  is  a bad  man  in  this. 
It’s  quite  shocking  to  see  him  in  a 
badass  role.  His  acting,  on  the  other 
hand,  doesn’t  come  up  to  par  with 
his  other  work.  Maybe  he  just  set 
the  bar  too  high  for  himself.  While 
he  seems  to  take  pleasure  in  being 
bad,  I found  his  performance  to  be 
flat  and  two-dimensional.  Rock,  let 
me  introduce  you  to  your  first  pay- 
check  movie,  one  in  which  you  only 
do  it  for — well,  you  can  figure  it  out. 

Urban  is  mediocre,  at  best.  He 
does  get  to  deliver  the  cheesiest 
cheese  ball  line  in  a film  so  cheesy 
you  would’ve  thought  it  was  made 
in  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Urban,  you  were  in  The 
Lord  of  the  Rings,  for  Pete’s  sake. 
Why  this?  And  Pike,  as  great  and 
gorgeous  of  an  actress  as  she  may 
be,  is  underutilized,  which’ may  be 
good  for  her  career  considering  this. 

Doom  is  like  the  majority  of 
movies  based  on  video  games:  un- 
original in  story  and  characters,  un- 
impressive in  action  scenes  and  un- 
relenting in  contempt  for  the  audi- 
ence. However,  it  is  one  of  the  bet- 
ter ones,  but  that  doesn’t  say  much. 

The  film’s  promotion  cam- 
paign relies  heavily  on  the  first-per- 
son shooter  point-of-view,  a first  for 
any  video  game  movie.  However, 
it  comes  toward  the  end  of  the 
movie  and  seemed  to  just  cram 
down  my  throat  the  thought,  “Didn’t 
you  know  this  is  based  on  a video 
game?  If  so,  have  some  more !"  Plus, 
wouldn’t  it  be  much  more  fun  to  do 
it  yourself?  Like,  say,  shoot  a bunch 
of  holes  in  the  projection  screen  so 
you  wouldn’t  have  to  watch  any 


Photo  courtesy  of  Universal  Pictures 

Movie  audiences  who  see  Doom  get  to  see  things  from  the  first-person 
point  of  view  from  the  video  game,  as  if  you  already  didn't  know  it  was 
based  on  one. 
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going 


Apply  the  credits  you  already  have  to  earn  your  bachelor’s  degree  and 
get  on  the  road  to  a rewarding  career  in  health  care,  teaching,  manage- 
ment. counseling  or  human  resources. 


White  Sox  first  baseman  Paul  Konerko  celebrates  In  the  locker  room  by 
drenching  teammates  in  champagne.  The  team  won  the  World  Series  after 
only  four  games  were  played  against  the  Houston  Astros,  officially 
sweeping  them. 


Be  In  Demand. 

Stay  In  Command. 


"If  I had  to  do  it  all  over  again. 
I'd  do  it  right  after  high  school. 
I would  never  have  taken  any 
time  to  do  anything  else.  I get 
trained  and  I get  paid  also. 
That  is  what  attracted  me  to 
this  to  begin  with. " 


Louise  Medina 
Sheet  Metal  Workers  Local  265 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a career? 


The  TRCA  is  committed 
to  increasing  skill  levels. 
You'll  receive  a high  degree 
of  high  tech  education. 


The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 
helps  you  to  take  command  of  your 
future  with  a career  in  the  local  union 
construction  trades  where  you  can  earn-while- 
you-learn. 


Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security,  and  a life- 
time of  learning. 


White  Sox  sweep  Astros  for  World  Series  championship 


Copy  Editor 

The  Chicago  White  Sox 
crowned  their  American-League 
best  record  with  a commanding 
sweep  of  the  Houston  Astros  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  26,  to  take  the 
World  Championship  home  to  the 
South  Side  for  the  first  time  in  88 
years. 

The  Sox’s  11-1  post-season 
record  conceals  the  difficultly  with 
which  the  South-siders  accom- 
plished the  ultimate  baseball  goal; 
eight  of  12  games  were  decided  by 
two  runs  or  less — five  by  a run. 

After  an  edgy  August  and  Sep- 
tember run  of  26-28,  the  Sox  saw  a 
15-game  lead  in  the  A.L.  Central 
shrink  to  just  a game  and  a half  be- 
fore turning  the  heat  back  up  and 
winning  the  last  five  games  of  the 
regular  season,  sweeping  the  hard- 
charging  Cleveland  Indians  at  the 
Jake. 

The  post  season  started  with  a 
bang  for  the  Sox,  having  secured 


home  field  advantage  over  the  Bos- 
ton Red  Sox  for  the  A.L.  Divisional 
Series.  Thms  out.  it  didn’t  matter 
where  the  Chi  Sox  took  their 
game — they  swept  the  defending 
world  champs  in  three  straight 
games  without  looking  back  once. 

The  A.L.C.S.  showcased  all 
the  best  attributes  of  the  Sox.  the 
same  attributes  that  got  them 
there — powerful  hitting  from  the 
likes  of  Paul  Konerko.  Joe  Crede, 
and  Aaron  Rowand;  magnificent 
pitching  from  all  the  starters — 
Mark  Buehrle.  Jon  Garland,  Freddy 
Garcia,  and  Jose  Contreras  all 
threw  complete  games;  and  a small- 
ball-slringing-together-hits  type  of 
offense  that  isn’t  necessarily  depen- 
dant on  heavy  bats  to  get  runs 
home. 

The  one  aspect  of  the  Sox 
game  that  wasn’t  on  cue  was  the 
awful  base-running.  Dumb  mis- 
takes on  the  base  paths  cost  the  Sox 
more  than  a few  runs  and  allowed 
the  Angels  to  stay  closer  than  they 
should  have  throughout  most  of  the 
series. 

And  there  was  controversy — 
A.J.  Pierzynski  found  himself  in  the 


middle  of  three 
of  what  some 
consider  game- 
defining mo- 
ments: the  silent 
call  on  a drop 
third  strike  that 
put  the  go-ahead 
run  on  base  in 
the  ninth,  the 
catcher  interfer- 
ence off  of  Steve 
Finley’s  bat  that 
turned  into  a 
double-play  and 
the  phantom  tag 
that  eventually 
scored  a run.  All 
of  the  contro- 
versy aside,  the 
Sox  outplayed 
the  A.L.  West 
Conference 
champs  and 
earned  a ticket  to 
the  biggest  stage 
in  baseball. 

The  World 
Series  came  to 

the  South  Side  in  games  one  and  two, 
which  featured  more  of  the  same 


After  the  final  out  was  made  In  game  four  of  tho  World 
Series,  the  White  Sox  celebrated  Immediately  on  tho 
field. 


ingredients  for  success  the  White 
Sox  had  displayed  all  season — hil- 


ling. pitching,  base  running,  tight 
defense  and.  most  importantly, 
teamwork. 

The  lowest  batting  average  on 
the  team  belonged  to  Tadihito 
lguchi.  but  that  had  no  affect  on  his 
fielding,  us  his  glove  surrendered  no 
errors.  Joe  Crede  offered  up  stellar 
slops  at  the  hot  comer,  saving  more 
than  a few  runs  from  a scorcher 
down  the  line. 

Pinch  hitting  is  a crucial  part 
of  the  game  that  A.L.  teams  don’t 
regularly  have  to  deul  with  and  can 
be  tricky  for  some  teams. 

Not  the  Sox.  The  two  most  im- 
portant pinch-hits  came  from  veri- 
table no-names  Geoff  Blum  und 
Willie  Harris.  The  bullpen,  unheard 
from  in  the  series  prior,  did  have 
there  mistakes  but  look  solid  con- 
trol afterwards  and  rode  out  both  of 
the  final  victories. 

For  having  no  superstar  per- 
formers and  a second-season  man- 
ager who  speaks  a language  and  a 
half,  the  2005  World  Champion 
Chicago  While  Sox  constructed  a 
season  out  of  seemingly  nothing  and 
left  an  extraordinary  legacy  for  their 
fans. 


Choose  from  a variety  of  programs  from  one  of  our  three  colleges: 

• National  College  of  Education 

• College  of  Management  and  Business 

• College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

At  National-Louis  University,  we’ve  been  serving  the  community  since 
1886,  so  you  know  our  experience  can  help  you  find  the  right  career. 

• Programs  scheduled  one  night  a week 

• Five  Chicagoland  campuses  near  work  or  home 

• Online  programs  you  can  complete  anytime  and  anywhere 

• Small  classes  for  more  personalized  attention 

• Dedicated  faculty  with  real-world  experience 


National-Louis 

University 

888.NLU.TODAY  (658.8632)  • www.nl.edu 
Chicago  • Elgin  • Evanston  • Lisle  • Wheeling 


• Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

• Earn-While-You-Learn 
continuing  educational 
process. 

• Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels. 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone 


Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command.  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades 

at  www.ttireerca.com. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 

The  Alliance  That  Works. 

Together. 


Prruntrd  in  toofmtian  with 


(-■lecetQ 


14 


14 


Sports 

NOVEMBER  2.  2005 


High  hopes  for  JJC  basketball  teams  entering  new  season 

^ ^ _ TV/f _ . 


Women’s  Basketball 

EB33MH 

Stall  Writer 

The  2005-2006  Lady  Wolves 
basketball  team  hopes  to  prove  to 
everyone  that  they  really  deserve  the 
pre-season  ranking  of  third  in  the 
country.  Although  this  happens  to 
be  a difficult  goal  to  reach,  the  team 
is  no  stranger  to  success  and  accord- 
ing to  Head  Coach  Tony  Giese  the 
team  wants  nothing  less. 

“We  set  our  goals  high."  Giese 
said.  ‘To  return  to  the  national  tour- 
nament is  our  main  goal,  win  con- 
ference, and  then  to  win  20  games 

Last  season,  the  Lady  Wolves 
finished  with  the  best  record  in 
school  history  (25-10)  and  a fifth 
place  finish  in  the  national  tourna- 
ment. With  seven  returning  players, 
the  team  looks  to  continue  the  suc- 
cess of  last  season. 

This  year,  the  team  looks  to  the 
leadership  of  its  four  captains. 
Heather  Graefnitz,  Amber  Mann, 
Meaghan  Price  and  Stacy  LaBuhn. 
Graefnitz,  a third-team  All-Ameri- 
can last  year,  led  the  team  in  scor- 


ing with  17.6  points  per  game. 

“She  has  her  work  cut  out  for 
her,"  said  Giese.  “People  will  defi- 
nitely key  on  her,  but  the  nice  thing 
is,  we  have  some  other  kids  that  can 
score  if  they  double  her  or  key  on 
her.” 

Amber  Mann,  a stand-out  de- 
fensive player  from  last  year, 
worked  hard  all  off-season  to  rehab 
from  an  ACL  injury  that  occurred 
in  the  national  tournament  last 
year.  She  will  again  show  her  tough- 
ness at  the  guard  position.  Meaghan 
Price,  a second-team  all-region 
player  last  year,  averaged  10.4 
points  per  game.  Although  she  pre- 
dominantly plays  down  on  the  post, 
Price  looks  to  improve  her  outside 
shooting  as  well. 

Playing  last  year  at  Carthage, 
the  fourth  captain,  Stacy  LaBuhn, 
is  one  of  the  three  transfer  students 
playing  at  JJC  this  season.  LaBuhn 
has  the  hardest  shoes  to  fill  in  the 
JJC  backcourt.  Filling  in  for  JJC's 
all-time  assist  leader,  Julie  Schmidt, 
LaBuhn  looks  to  spread  the  ball 
around  from  the  point. 

“It’s  always  nice  to  get  trans- 
fer students  that  bring  a lot  of  expe- 


rience," says  Giese.  “Experience  is 
huge  at  junior  colleges  because  you 
only  get  them  (the  players)  for  two 
years,  so  any  lime  you  can  bring  a 
kid  in  as  a sophomore  with  experi- 
ence, it’s  got  to  bring  huge  divi- 
dends to  the  team." 

The  Lady  Wolves  start  their 
quest  for  success  on  the  road,  but 
return  to  JJC  for  their  first  home 
game  against  Elgin  Community 
College  on  Nov.  15. 


Photo  courtesy  of  JJC  Athletic  Department 
Back  row,  from  left:  Deanna  Tidwell,  Sondra  Rankin,  Analecia  Santiago, 
Meghan  Price,  Kim  Ferguson,  Erin  Novak,  Erica  Lee. 

Front  row,  from  left:  Heather  Graefnitz,  Stacy  LaBuhn,  Kimberly 
Wingfield,  Amber  Mann,  LaCara  Eubanks,  Jennifer  Hosier,  Ashton  King. 

Not  pictured:  Ashley  James. 


NJCAA  Division  III 
Men’s  Top  IQ 

. Sullivan  County  CC 
Loch  Sheldrake,  N.Y. 

Passaic  County  CC 
Paterson,  N.J. 

3.  SUNY-  Delhi 
Delhi,  N.Y. 

4.  Minneapolis  Tech  College 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

5.  North  Lake  College 
Irving,  Texas 

6.  Gloucester  County  College 
Sewell,  N.J. 

7 . Joliet  Junior  College 
Joliet,  111. 

8.  Hostos  CC 
Bronx,  N.Y. 

9.  Mohawk  Valley  CC 
Utica,  N.Y. 

to.  Richland  College. 

Dallas,  Texas 

Women’sTop  10 

1.  Monroe  College 
Bronx,  N.Y. 

2.  Ridgewater  College 
Willmar,  Minn. 

3.  Joliet  Junior  College 
Joliet,  111. 

4.  Anoka-Ramsey  CC 
Coon  Rapids,  Minn. 

5.  College  of  DuPage 
Glen  Ellyn,  111. 

6.  Mohawk  Valley  CC 
Utica,  N.Y. 

7.  MontgomeryCollege 
Rockville,  Md. 

8.  Fulton-Montgomery  CC 
Johnstown,  N.Y. 

9.  Brookdale  CC 
Lincroft,  N.J. 

10.  Bunker  Hill  CC 
Charlestown,  Mass. 


Men’s  Basketball 


Adeyemi  Odetunde 


Staff  Writer 

As  the  JJC  Wolves  men's  bas- 
ketball team  come  off  a 18-17  sea- 
son in  2004,  and  national  runner- 
up  finish,  they  have  high  hopes. 
Those  hopes  are  placed  on  the 
shoulders  of  this  year’s  head  coach. 
Joe  Kuhn.  In  his  eight  years  at  JJC. 
he  has  amassed  a record  of  151-78 
and  been  named  head  coach  of  the 
year  three  times  in  that  time  period. 
He  leads  the  team  into  another  sea- 
son with  optimism  and  budding  star 
power. 

Kuhn  and  the  Wolves,  along 
with  assistant  coaches  Bob 


Frederick.  Keith  Kinzler  and  Der- 
rick Crims,  have  a daunting  task. 
They  face  Olivet.  Madison  Tech  and 
Elgin  as  well  as  hosting  a Thanks- 
giving Day  tournament.  The  Wolves 
wish  to  return  to  the  past  glory  of 
2003-2004  in  which  they  were  30- 
5.  Frederick,  who  is  a long  time 
friend  of  Kuhn,  has  played  with 
Roger  Powell,  Sr.,  arguably  Joliet 
Township’s  most  popular  pure 
shooter,  and  Doug  Collins,  former 
NBA  star  and  former  Chicago  Bulls 
head  coach. 

The  Wolves’  are  ranked  sev- 
enth in  the  2005-2006  NJCAA  Di- 

See  BASKETBALL  on 
page  15 


Back  row,  from  left:  Chris  Buchanan,  Brandon  Foster,  DeKevian 
Wright,  Larry  McGee,  James  Richmond,  Will  Stephenson,  Jaron 
Ward. 

Front  row,  from  left:  Stefen  Ragland,  Joe  Jimenez,  Oscar  Murphy, 
Dustin  Parker,  Jerome  Harris,  Zach  Richter,  Arthur  Carter. 

Not  pictured:  Anthony  Clark. 


ADULT  STUDIES.  ACCELERATED  PROGRAMS. 

Trinity's  accelerated,  evening  programs  tor  working  adults  allow  you  the  opportunity  to  finish 
your  degree  without  giving  up  time  on  the  job  or  with  your  family. 

PROGRAMS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM: 

► Bachelors  of  Science  in  Business  (at  Palos  Campus) 

Real  world  information  from  real  world  instructors.  Receive  a wireless  laptop  computer 
(with  your  paid  tuition)  that  is  yours  to  keep  after  graduation! 

► Teaching  Certification  (at  Palos  & C.0.0.  - Addison  Campus) 

Elementary,  Secondary  or  K-12  Certification  available.  This  program  contains  15  months 
of  coursewoik  plus  one  semester  ot  student  teaching  (completed  during  the  day). 


TRINITY'S  PROGRAMS  ARE: 

Convenient  - Classes  meet  one  nighTa  week 

Affordable  - Tuition  includes  cost  ol  books  and  financial  aid  is  available  to  those  who  qualify 
Timely  - Earn  your  Business  Degree  or  Teaching  Certification  in  less  than  22  Months 
Inspiring  - Courses  taught  from  a Christian  perspective 
Experience  a program  that  is  enioyable,  fulfilling  and  rewarding.  Classes  start  every 
January.  March,  June  and  September.  Visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.tmty.edu/adultstudies 
lor  more  information. 


1108  HOUBOLT  RD. 

815.730.6048 
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Athletes 

In  their  own  words 


'M-u.m.nimi 

JJC  Football  team 

Many  people  do  not  realize 
how  hard  it  is  to  be  a student  ath- 
lete in  college.  College  is  much 
more  demanding  than  high  school, 
both  academically  and  athletically. 
In  high  school,  I hardly  ever  had 
homework,  and  if  1 did  have  any, 
it  only  took  me  about  30  minutes 
to  complete.  This  made  it  fairly 
easy  to  play  sports  and  do  well  aca- 
demically at  the  same  time.  Now 
that  I am  in  college.  I have  to  study 
for  at  least  two  hours  a day  to  get 
decent  grades,  which  makes  it  ex- 
tremely hard  to  find  lime  to  play 
football  and  be  dedicated  to  it. 

I am  the  quarterback  of  the 
JJC  football  team,  which  is  a very 
demanding  position.  1 have  to  do 
a lot  of  studying  to  play  this  posi- 
tion. including  watching  film  of 
our  opponents,  studying  defenses 
and  studying  our  plays.  This  means 
that  I have  to  use  a lot  of  my  own 
time  outside  of  practice  to  do  these 
things.  I also  have  to  try  to  find 
time  to  work  out  and  stay  in  shape 
so  that  I can  be  successful  on  the 
field.  1 did  not  realize  how  time- 
consuming  college  football  really 
was  until  this  year. 


Kjp 


Another  thing  that  makes  it  so 
hard  for  me  to  be  a student  athlete 
at  JJC  is  die  fact  that  I am  an  engi- 
neering major.  A degree  in  engineer- 
ing requires  many  difficult  classes, 
including  physics,  chemistry,  and 
calculus.  In  order  to  go  on  the  next 
level,  which  is  Division  I-A,  I need 
to  have  good  grades  in  all  of  these 
classes.  I plan  on  playing  football 
at  a four-year  college  and  getting  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  mechanical 
engineering  in  the  future.  I would 
also  like  to  play  in  the  NFL;  how- 
ever. I realize  that  this  would  be  very 
difficult  to  do,  and  that  is  why  I want 
to  get  a good  education. 

Playing  football  at  JJC  this  year 
has  been  a great  experience  for  me. 
1 feel  that  it  has  taught  me  a lot  about 
responsibility  and  life  in  general. 
Football  has  also  made  me  realize 
how  important  time  management  is. 
It  is  definitely  a challenge  some- 
times to  balance  school  and  foot- 
ball, but  that  is  why  1 do  it.  I like 
being  challenged. 


BASKETBALL  continued  from  page  14 


vision  III  Men’s  Basketball  pre-sea- 
son poll.  The  biggest  reason  for 
their  ranking  is  the  return  of  a flurry 
of  dazzling  starters  from  the  previ- 
ous year’s  stellar  squad,  who  fin- 
ished as  runners-up  in  the  NJCAA 
division  III  basketball  champion- 
ship. 

Their  recognition  is  due  in  part 
to  the  return  of  6’6",  240-pound 
super 'sophomore  Larry  McGee, 
who,  as  a freshman,  was  a first-team 
all-tournament  selection  for 
NJCAA  Region  IV.  McGee  was  the 
Wolves’  most  dominant  work  horse 
in  the  middle  last  year.  He  is  the  one 
and  only  listed  true  center,  and  the 
only  returning  starter  from  last 


year’s  squad. 

On  the  Wolves’  15-man  roster, 
12  are  freshman,  a stunning  num- 
ber, most  coming  from  various  high 
schools  in  Illinois.  Rest  assured  that 
the  veteran  McGee  will  be  kept  hus- 
tling to  keep  his  young  team  hun- 
gry and  motivated. 

With  a strong  coaching  staff 
and  the  JJC  community’s  support, 
the  Wolves  are  expected  to  have  a 
spectacular  season. 

After  competing  in  the  Madi- 
son Tech  College  (Madison.  Wis.) 
Tournament,  the  Wolves  return 
home  to  play  Elgin  Community 
College  on  Nov.  15  and  then  host 
the  JJC  Thanksgiving  tournament 
Nov.  25  and  26. 


\ 

Scorebcard 


FOOTBALL 

RECORD  MFC’  PF  PA  .PCT 

6-4  4-4  188  163  .600 


MIDWEST  FOOTBALL 
CONF. 

FINAL  STANDINGS 

#4  Grand  Rapids  7- 1(7-1) 

#13  Harper  6-2(6-2) 

#20  Iowa  Central  6-2(5-2) 

North  Dakota  4-4(4-3) 

JJC  5-4(4-4) 

Rock  Valley  5-4(4-4) 
Ellsworth  3-5(2-5) 

North  Iowa  1-6(1 -6) 
DuPage  2-7(  1-7) 

OcL  22  - Grand  Rapids  CC 
25,  JJC  7 

GRAND  RAPIDS.  Mich  JJC 
was  defeated  by  Midwest 
Football  Conference  opponent 
Grand  Rapids  Community 
College  by  a score  of  25-7. 

Matt  Watson  had  JJC’s  lone 
touchdown  score  with  a 79- 
yard  fumble  recovery.  Steve 
Ivanisevic  was  good  for  the 
extra  point  on  Watson’s 
touchdown. 

Stephen  Oliver  and  Dante 
Robinson  led  the  defense  with 
8 solo  tackles  each,  followed 
by  Marvin  Hicks  and  Byron 
Miles  each  with  7 solo  tackles. 
Lamont  Thomas  and  Shaun 
Richardson  both  recorded  6 
solo  tackles.  Marcus  Minor  hud 
an  interception  for  the  Wolves. 

Oct.  15  - JJC  13,  College  of 
DuPage  (Glen  Ellyn,  III.)  3 

JOLIET  - JJC  defeated 
Midwest  Football  Conference 
opponent  College  of  DuPage 
by  a score  of  13-3.  Leading  the 
charge  for  the  Wolves  was 
Matt  Caffey  with  a rushing 
touchdown.  Caffey  led  all 
rushers  for  148  yards  on  26 



carries.  Kicker  Steve  Ivanisevic 
recorded  2 field  goals  for  JJC. 

Dante  Robinson  led  the  defense 
with  7 solo  tackles  and  3 assisted 
tackles.  Lamont  Thomas  recorded 
6 solo  tackles  and  2 assisted 
tackles  along  with  2 interceptions. 
Pat  Dooley  hail  2 sacks  and  Dan 
Stubler  recorded  1 sack. 

VOLLEYBALL 

RF-OIKD  N4L 

15-15  4-4 

Oct.  25  - JJC  def.  McHenry 
County  Col.  (Crystal  Lake.  Ill .): 
27-30.  24-30,  30-22,  30-24,  15-6 
Oct.  22  - Kuskaskia  Col. 
(Cenrrailia.  III.)  def.  JJC:  30-15, 
30-25,  30-27 

Oct.  20  - JJC  def.  Hurper  Col. 
(Palatine.  III.):  30-19,  30-15, 
30-25 

Oct.  18  - Oaklon  CC  (Des 
Plaines,  III.)  def.  JJC:  30-18, 
30-27,  29-31,  30-19 
Oct.  13  - Moraine  Vullcy  CC 
(Palos  Hills,  III.)  def.  JJC:  30-11, 
30-14,  30-28 

Oct.  1 1 - Rock  Valley  Col. 
(Rockford.  III.)  def.  JJC:  23-30, 
30-28,  30-21,  30-24 


Nov.  4-5  - Region  IV 
Tournament  at  College  of  Luke 
County  (Grayslake,  III.) 


For  more 
information,  visit 
www.jjc.edu/ 
athletics 


MEN’S  SOCCER 
KECORI)  N4C 
10-8  5-3 

Region  IV  Tournumcnt 
Single  Elimination 

Oct.  26  - Triton  Col.  (River 
Grove,  III.)  1,  JJC  0 

Regular  Season 

Oct.  17  - JJC  2,  Wnubonsce  CC 
(Sugar  Grove,  III.)  1 
Oct.  14  - JJC  9.  Kankakee  CC  2 
Oct.  12  - College  of  DuPage 
(Glen  Ellyn,  III.)  7,  JJC  0 

WOMEN’S 

SOCCER 

RECORD  NIC 

8-8  3-3 

Region  IV  Tournament 
SinjJv  Fliiuination 

Oct.  25  - llarper  Col.  6.  JJC  2 

PALATINE  - The  JJC  women’s 
soccer  team  was  defeated  by 
Harper  College  in  the  first 
round  of  the  Region  IV  Division 
III  tournament  by  a score  of  6- 
2. 

Sumantha  Falco  and  Amy 
Younker  scored  one  goal  each 
for  the  I July  Wolves.  Younker 
added  the  assist  on  Falco's  goul. 
Goalkeepers  Lynette  Flint  and 
Kristina  Kingman  combined  for 
12  suves.  DC  finished  the 
season  with  an  overall  record  of 
7-8  and  3-3  in  conference  play. 

Regular  Season 

Oct.  19  - Waubonscc  CC 
(Sugar  Grove,  III.)  2,  JJC  0 
Oct.  17  - JJC  6,  S.  Suburban 
Col.  (South  Holland,  III.)  0 
Oci  14  < College  "i  i akc 
County  (Grayslake,  III.)  2,  JJC 
0 

Oct.  12  - College  of  DuPage 
: [Glen  Ellyn.  Ill ) 4 JJC  0 


One  and  done;  focus  for  men’s  soccer  turns  to  next  season 


Sports  Editor 

The  JJC  men’s  soccer  team 
entered  first-round  Region  IV  tour- 
nament play  with  high  hopes.  Those 
hopes  were  dashed  on  Oct.  26,  as 
they  fell  loTriton  College  (River 
Grove,  III.)  1-0  in  a controversial 
game,  ending  their  season  with  a 
record  of  10-8  and  a 5-3  conference 
mark. 

The  Wolves  came  into  the 
game  as  the  number-one  seed  in  the 
tournament  and  had  beaten  Triton 
two  times  this  season;  1-0  and  6-2. 

Triton  started  their  season  1-9. 

“I'm  just  a little  shocked,  be- 
cause Triton  hasn’t  been  this  good 
in  the  last  two  games  (against  JJC),” 
said  JJC  head  soccer  coach  Cris 
Trillo.  ‘To  see  this  team  (Triton) 
play  seems  like  it  was  a different 
team.  They  played  good  soccer. 
They  played  a good  game.” 

JJC  tried  numerous  times  to  get 
its  offense  going.  Triton's  defense 
stopped  JJC  on  every  possession. 

The  game’s  only  goal  was 
scored  mid-way  through  the  second 
half  on  a controversial  call.  JJC 
goalkeeper  Nick  Morgan  came  out 


of  the  net  to  stop  a Triton  kick.  The 
ball  bounced  off  Morgan’s  hands 
behind  him.  A line  judge  ruled  that 
a Triton  forward  who  then  scored  a 
goal  from  Morgan's  deflection  was 
offsides;  then,  he  changed  his  mind. 
The  referee  ruled  it  a goal,  much  to 
the  dismay  of  Trillo  and  his  team. 

’They  make  mistakes  either 
way,"  Trillo  said.  “It  could  have 
happened  to  us.  We  could  have 
scored  on  an  off-sides.” 

Morgan  echoed  his  coach’s 
sentiments. 

“There's  not  much  to  say — he 
was  off-sides,”  Morgan  said. 

Trillo  rated  his  team's  perfor- 
mance for  the  game  ‘7  or  8"  on  a 
scale  of  1 to  10. 

“They  played  with  a lot  of 
heart.  They  just  didn’t  play  with 
their  heads.  We  were  too  nervous, 
rushing  things;  it's  normal  (for  a 
playoff  game).” 

Trillo  is  focusing  on  his  team’s 
success  this  season  and  looking  for- 
ward to  the  next. 

“The  season  ended  up  much 
better  than  I anticipated.  Early  in  the 
season.  1 didn't  know  if  I was  going 
to  have  a competitive  team.  The 


game  in  purple  and  white 
Wednesday  were  Nate 
Cote,  Robert  Goesel, 
Christian  Pilapil,  Ikennu 
Umcbuani  und  Aaron 
Veerman. 

JJC  scored  41  gouls 
this  season  und  gave  up  40. 
Offcsinvc  stars  were  last 
year’s  NJCAA  second 
team  All-American  Ikcnna 
Umcbuani  and  freshman 
Misael  Vargas.  Vargas  fin- 
ished the  season  with  16 
goals  and  6 assists. 
Umcbuani  scored  1 3 goals 
and  assisted  7 limes. 

Morgan  recorded  147 
saves  during  the  year. 

In  the  off-season, 
Trillo  will  work  on  recruit- 
ing. He  says  he  is  getting  a 


Photo  by  Michael  DINovo  , 

Sophomore  Nate  Cote  gels  loose  from  a defender  In  a game  early  this  season.  He  and  c * . 

four  other  sophomores  (Robert  Goesel,  Christian  Pllapll,  Ikenna  Umebuanl,  Aaron 
Veerman)  played  their  last  game  In  a JJC  uniform  OcL  26. 


guys  overcame  tons  of  difficulties, 
and  I think  we  started  playing  bel- 
ter through  the  season.”  he  said. 

“Wc  started  clicking  in  the 
middle  of  the  season.  We  beat  the 


teams  we  had  to  beat,  and  wc  lost 
to  very  good  teams." 

Twelve  players  will  return  next 
year. 

Players  who  played  their  last 


calls 

from  parents  in  the  area 
who  want  their  sons  to  play 
at  JJC. 

Naturally,  (he  team  members 
felt  dejected  following  the  loss,  but 
their  coach  stood  by  their  side. 

"I  told  them  I was  proud  of 
them."  Trillo  said. 


Sports 


November  2,  2005 


Billy  Glover  (above)  breaks  a tackle  to  gain  part  of  his  game-high  66  yards 
after  coming  off  the  bench  in  the  second  half  against  Harper  on  Oct.  29. 
Akeem  Topps  (below)  rumbles  ahead  through  the  Harper  defense  on  a 5- 
yard  touchdown  run  to  tie  the  game  at  7 In  the  first  half  (see  story  at  the 
bottom  of  the  page). 


JyP  T&  I It. 


NBA  Dress  Code... 

Not  all  players  have  nega- 
tive feelings  about  the  dress  code. 

Lebron  James  was  quoted 
by  the  Cleveland  Plain-Dealer  as 
saying  "No,  it’s  not  a big  deal, 
not  to  me.  Sometimes  you  feel 
lazy  and  you  don’t  feel  like  put- 
ting some  clothes  on,  but  this  is 
a job.  We  are  going  to  have  fun, 
but  this  is  a job  and  we  should 
look  like  we’re  going  to  work — 
that’s  the  way  they  feel." 

The  Charlotte  Observer 
quoted  Charlotte  forward  Melvin 
Ely  as  saying  “I’m  actually  glad 
they’re  doing  it,  because  some 
people  come  to  these  games 
looking  wrong.” 

Iverson  added,  “It’s  just 
tough,  man,  knowing  that  all  of  a 
sudden  you  have  to  have  a dress 
code  out  of  nowhere.” 

Tough? 

"Tough”  more  aptly  de- 
scribes the  job  that  America’s 
troops  are  doing  in  Iraq.  ‘Tough” 
describes  the  job  of  a single 
mother  working  two  jobs  to  put 
food  on  the  table  for  her  children. 
‘Tough"  describes  one’s  battle 
with  cancer. 

Iverson  has  made  me  feel  so 
sorry  for  him  that  I have  contem- 
plated standing  outside  of  a gro- 
cery store  to  collect  change  to 
help  pay  for  his  suits.  We  should 
all  feel  sorry  for  him,  right? 

Give  me  a break. 


Jim  Nelson 


Sports  Editor 

Recently.  NBA  commis- 
sioner David  Stern  announced 
that  a dress  code  will  be  imple- 
mented for  players  during  the 
upcoming  regular  season.  Play- 
ers will  be  required  to  wear  busi- 
ness-professional attire  to  and 
from  games.  Many  players  have 
voiced  concern  about  this,  and 
one  player  in  particular  has  man- 
aged to  make  himself  look  ex- 
tremely ignorant  with  his  com- 
ments. 

When  referring  to  the 
NBA's  new  dress  code,  Allen 
Iverson  was  quoted  by  the  Phila- 
delphia Daily  News  as  saying,  “It 
sends  a bad  message  to  kids." 

Did  he  actually  say  that? 

This  guy  is  one  that  many 
youngsters  want  to  model  their 
game  after.  Many  consider 
Iverson  the  best  player  in  the 
NBA.  Now  he  is  telling  them  that 
it  is  okay  to  look  like  a bum  when 
you  go  to  work. 

The  vast  majority  of  chil- 
dren won’t  make  it  to  the  NBA. 


They  will  have  to  go  out  into  the 
real  world,  impress  an  employer  at 
a job  interview,  and  wear  what  the 
bosses  tell  them  to  wear. 

There  is  a chain  of  command 
in  America,  within  every  facet  of 
society.  Until  you  get  to  the  top,  you 
are  to  do  what  you  are  told.  If,  one 
day,  people  make.it  to  the  top  of 
their  companies,  they  can  change 
the  dress  code  to  as  they  see  fit. 
Until  that  time,  they  are  expected 
to  follow  company  standards,  or 
lose  their  job. 

Players  get  to  wear  a jersey  for 
all  of  their  practices  and  games.  Do 
they  really  have  to  wear  one  to  the 
game?  It  is  going  to  create  some 
kind  of  unbearable  living  condition 
if  they  put  on  a suit?  Is  it  going  to 
kill  them  to  look  classy  once  in  a 
while? 

Iverson  also  voiced  his  displea- 
sure to  the  Associated  Press.  "I  feel 
like,  if  they  want  us  to  dress  a cer- 
tain way,  they  should  pay  for  our 
clothes,"  he  said. 

Pay  for  your  clothes? 

I was  required  to  wear  a suit  to 
work  at  Meijer  Inc.,  a super-center 
chain  in  the  Midwest,  when  I was  a 
third  shift  store  director.  My  boss 
would  laugh  at  me  if  I even  insinu- 
ated that  the  company  should  pay 
for  my  suits. 

Iverson  stands  to  make  over 
$16  million  in  the  upcoming  season, 
before  endorsements.  


JJC  upsets  13th-ranked  Harper  College  in  playoff  action 

Wolves  17,  Hawks  10 


Editor 

PALATINE  - Defense  proved 
to  be  the  key  to  keep  their  season 
alive  as  JJC  (6-4)  defeated  two- 
time  defending  NJCAA  National 
Champion  and  thirteenth-ranked 
William  Rainey  Harper  College  (6- 
3)  Oct.  29  in  a Midwest  Football 
Conference  semi-final  playoff 
game. 

JJC  iced  the  game  in  the  fourth 
quarter  with  less  than  a minute  re- 
maining, when  Harper  couldn’t 
convert  for  a first  down  on  their 
final  drive. 

The  Wolves  got  the  ball  back 
off  of  downs  and  ran  the  remain- 
ing 32  seconds  off  of  the  clock, 
preserving  a 17-10  hard-fought 
victory  on  the  road. 

Harper  scored  first  in  the  game 
six  minutes  into  the  second  quar- 
ter on  a 1-yard  run  by  tailback 
Julian  Bond.  Bond  also  had  a 33- 
yard  gain  on  the  right  sideline  dur- 
ing the  drive  to  put  the  Hawks  in 
scoring  position. 

Willi  six  minutes  remaining  in 
the  second  quarter,  quarterback 
Jason  Schlueter  and  the  JJC  offense 
put  a drive  together  with  runs'  by 
Matt  Caffey  and  Akeem  Topps. 

Freshman  wide-out  Tiff 
Hamilton  caught  a 13-yard  pass 
from  Schluetter  at  the  Harper  26- 
yard  line. 

T\vo  plays  later.  Topps  ran  up 
the  middle  to  score  JJC’s  first 
points  of  the  game,  making  the 
score  7-6. 

“1  was  really  excited.  That  was 


my  first  touchdown  of  the  season,” 
said  Topps.  “To  have  it  against 
Harper  in  the  playoffs  gave  us  mo- 
mentum.” 

Topps  wasn’t  the  only  one 
pleased  with  the  offense. 

“The  offense  played  well  for 
the  first  time  in  a while,"  said 
Schluetter. 

After  the  Wolves’  defense 
stopped  Harper  on  their  next  pos- 
session, the  JJC  offense  went  three 
and  out. 

Punter  Steve  Ivanisevic 
hobbled  the  snap  and  punted  the  ball 
on  the  run.  The  ball  dropped  inside 
the  Harper  20-yard  line. 

JJC’s  special  teams  were  sur- 
rounding the  ball  before  the  play 
was  dead,  when  a Harper  player 
touched  it.  The  ball  was  recovered 
for  JJC  by  Billy  Glover  at  the 
Harper  18-yard  line. 

Three  plays  later,  Schlueter 
threaded  the  needle  and  connected 
on  a 1 5-yard  pass  to  wide-out  Brian 
Miles,  who  was  surrounded  by  a 
Harper  defensive  back  and  a safety. 
Miles  held  on  to  the  ball  and  scored 
the  touchdown,  giving  JJC  the  lead 
for  the  first  time  in  the  game. 

Ivanisevic's  PAT  made  the 
score  14-7. 

Schluetter  gave  credit  to  his 
blockers  for  the  touchdown  pass  to 
Miles. 

"The  offensive  line  gave  me  a 
lot  of  time,"  he  said. 

While  Schluetter  gave  his  of- 
fensive line  credit,  JJC  Head  Coach 
Bob  MacDougall  thought  that 
Schluetter  himself  had  a great  game. 

“He’s  a competitor.  He  did  a 


great  job  today,”  said  MacDougall. 

In  the  second  half,  Harper  cut 
the  JJC  lead  to  14-10  off  a success- 
ful 33-yard  field  goal. 

A Schluetter  interception  was 
run  back  to  the  JJC  6-yard  line. 
JJC’s  defense  stepped  up  their  in- 
tensity, holding  Harper  to  just  a field 
goal  on  the  possession. 

Describing  the  play  of  his  de- 
fense, MacDougall  had  nothing  but 
positive  things  to  say. 

“Our  defense  was  awesome,” 
he  said.  “I  mean,  it’s  just  a great, 
great  defense.  The  kids  play  so  hard. 
Coach  Angsten  (defensive  coordi- 
nator) has  done  a great  job.” 

JJC  defensive  end  Shaun 
Richardson  collected  three  sacks  on 
the  day,  playing  with  a hurt  shoul- 
der. 

Both  teams  punted  often  in  the 
third  quarter.  Then  Glover,  listed  as 
a linebacker,  was  put  into  the  game 
as  a running  back  following  inju- 
ries to  both  Caffey  and  Topps. 
Glover  picked  up  three  first  downs 
on  the  drive  with  time  running 
down. 

"Coming  into  the  game,  I knew 
the  team  was  depending  on  me  to 
make  a play,”  said  Glover.  “I  had  to 
carry  the  team  in  the  fourth  quarter 
because  both  of  our  running  backs 
went  out  with  ankle  injuries." 

MacDougall  kept  the  play  call- 
ing conservative  on  the  drive,  as  the 
Wolves’  settled  for  a field  goal  by 
Ivanisevic  to  make  the  score  17-10 
in  Joliet’s  favor. 

Harper  got  the  ball  back  with 
less  than  a minute  on  the  clock  and 
could  only  manage  four  consecutive 


incomplete  passes  to  turn  the  ball 
over  to  the  Wolves  to  run  the  clock 
out.  MacDougall,  the  second 
winningest  coach  in  NJCAA  foot- 
ball history,  collected  win  number 
222. 

The  Wolves’  travel  to  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich,  for  a rematch  with 
the  number  four  nationally-ranked 
Grand  Rapids  Community  College 
Raiders  on  Saturday,  Nov.  5. 

In  their  last  meeting,  Oct.  22, 
Grand  Rapids  won  25-7,  though 
the  score  was  tied  7-7  with  seven 


minutes  to  play  in  the  game. 

‘They’re  a great  team,  but  we 
cannot  make  plays  the  way  we  did  if 
we  want  to  beat  them,”,  said 
MacDougall  of  GRCC. 

In  the  post-season,  there  are  no 
guarantees  that  a team  will  be  back 
to  play  the  next  Saturday.  The 
Wolves  are  still  playing  football.The 
playoffs  are  a whole  new  season  for 
teams. 

So  far,  JJC  has  made  the  best  of 
their  opportunities. 


ATHLETES  OF  THE  ISSUE 
Marvin  Hicks 

Hicks,  a sophomore  linebacker 
from  Detroit,  had  21  solo  tackles,  6 
assists,  1 fumble  recovery,  2 inter- 
ceptions and  1 batted  down  bail 
through  Oct.  22  for  the  football 
team. 

“Marvin  is  a true  warrior.  He  has 
played  this  season  with  a broken 
wrist  and  separated  shoulder,"  said 
head  coach  Bob  MacDougall.  “He 
plays  60  minutes  of  hard-hitting 
football." 

Emily  Soto 

Soto,  a sophomore  from  Joliet 
Catholic  Academy,  has  recorded 
231  -kills.  18  assists  and  39  aces 
this  season. 

“Emily  is  a strong  hitter  and 
leader  with  great  skills,"  said  head 
coach  Emily  Marino.  “She  is  a great 
all-around  player." 


In  this 
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Students  dance  and  clap  their  hands  to  the  music  at  the  Black  Student  Union-  sponsored  Homecoming  Dance.  The  annual  event  was  hold  Nov.  4 In  the 
cafeteria  on  the  JJC  main  campus. 


Deadline 
reached  for 
presidential 
applications 

EBEBBjnm 


Co-Editor 

Friday,  Nov.  4,  marked  the  tar- 
get deadline  for  applications  for  the 
replacement  of  J.D.  Ross.  JJC  presi- 
dent. Ross  is  retiring  on  June  30, 
2006,  after  six  years  as  JJC  presi- 
dent and  32  years  of  employment 
at  the  college. 

The  presidential  applicants  are 
required  to  have  earned  a “doctor- 
ate degree  from  a regionally  accred- 
ited institution  or  a master's  degree 
with  substantial  experience  in  a 
leadership  position  in  higher  edu- 
cation" and  have  “a  minimum  of 
three  years  experience  in  the  com- 
munity college  field,  or  equivalent, 
with  some  teaching  experience  be- 
ing desirable,”  according  to  the 
presidential  search  brochure. 

A screening  committee  of  19 
students,  staff  and  faculty  members 
will  review  the  applications  and  are 
scheduled  to  begin  interviewing 
semi-finalists  in  mid-December.  In 
early  January,  the  JJC  Board  of 
Trustees  will  interview  three  to  five 
finalists,  and  the  new  president  will 
be  selected  in  late  January. 
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Tuition 

forums 

More  classes  and  lower  tu- 
ition will  be  the  focus  of  two  com- 
munity forums  at  Joliet  Junior 
College  Thursday,  Nov.  17.  The 
differentiated  tuition  proposal 
will  be  discussed  at  12:30  p.m. 
in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  at  the 
Main  Campus  and  at  JJC’s  North 
Campus  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the  caf- 
eteria. 

JJC  administrators  will 
present  information  on  a proposal 
that  includes  a reduction  of  tu- 
ition by  50  percent  for  afternoon 
classes,  and  classes  before  8 a.m. 
and  after  9 p.m.  A S9  credit  hour 
increase  in  tuition  for  morning 
classes  will  also  be  discussed  as 
a means  to  pay  for  revenue  that 
would  be  lost. 

JJC  officials  have  made  pre- 
sentations to  members  of  the 
campus  community  for  feedback 
and  they  have  set  up  focus  groups 
and  a survey  for  student  input. 
The  proposal  comes  from  a rec- 
ommendation by  the  JJC  Board 
of  Trustees  requesting  that  the 
college  seek  ways  to  make  more 
classes  available  in  the  afternoon. 

For  more  information,  con- 
tact the  JJC  Office  of  Business 
Services  at  (815)  280-2346. 


Prof.  Baskin  illuminates  legal  jargon 


Copy  Editor 

The  Brown  Bag  Lecture  series 
continued  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  9 
as  Professor  Jim  Baskin  spoke 
about  the  intricacies  of  legalese  in 
an  hour-long  presentation  titled  Lost 
in  Translation:  Mystery  of  Legal 
Language.  Baskin,  a former  attor- 
ney whose  love  of  words  impelled 
him  to  become  an  English  teacher, 
said  the  importance  of  understand- 
ing words  used  in  a legal  document 
can  affect  us  more  than  we  often 
think. 

The  lecture  briefly  examined 
several  areas  of  interest,  including 
the  etymology  of  many  common 
legal  terms,  how  legal  slang  has 
worked  its  way  into  common  usage, 
the  variableness  of  interpretation  as 
applied  to  legal  wording,  and  the 
ability  of  language  to  be  manipu- 
lated by  those  knowledgeable  few 
who  earn  a living  at  it. 

Baskin  went  on  to  explain  that 


the  etymology  of  many  words  that  The  "straight-face  test”,  just 
are  now  common  in  the  American  sounds,  is  used  to  describe  a situa- 
court  system  derived  from  a period  tion  when  a lawyer  petitions  the 
starting  about  a millennia  ago,  when  judge  for  a weird  or  off-color  claim 
the  Normans  invaded  England.  and  must  not,  for  professional  pro- 
The  Normans  were  aristocrats  tocol,  crack  a smile,  no  matter  how 
that  owned  much  of  the  land,  so  different  the  claim  is. 
their  language  Interpreta- 

contained  tion  of  the  law  is 

many  words  „ .....  , an  integral  pro- 

...atthetimeofau-  rh  1 

concerning  ..  , ..  cess  of  our  judi- 

, . . thorship,  the  founding 

land-owning  ...  r ~ cial  system,  but 

n 6 fathers  considered  „ . ’ 

and  law.  Com-  „ . . . therein  lies  the 

. men  to  be  only  those 

mon  words  . , ...  controversy.  In- 

, who  were  male,  white,  , . , 

such  as  be-  . . . ’ terprctation  of 

..  ...  free  and  land-own-  ..  . 

queath,  guilt,  . „ wording  is  a sub- 
thief and  land  jective  practice, 

found  their  prone  to  focus 

way  into  the  on  connotations 

English  language  as  a result  of  the  as  opposed  to  denotations — sen- 
Normans’ relationship  with  the  En-  tcnccs  can  have  many  different 
glish  peasants,  or  non-  landowners,  meanings  dependant  upon  the  word 
As  professional  as  our  legal  choice,  word  order,  time  period  of 
system  would  appear  to  the  layman,  transcription  and  supposed  intent  of 
there  is  a certain  amount  of  slang  the  author, 
that  has  become  incorporated  into  "In  the  Constitution  there  is  a 
our  country’s  courtroom  etiquette,  line  that  reads  ‘All  men  are  created 


equal’,  but  at  the  time  of  its  author- 
ship,  the  founding  fathers  consid- 
ered men  to  be  only  those  who  were 
male,  white,  free  and  land-owning, 
whereas  today,  the  term  men,  in  this 
context,  is  generally  accepted  as  an 
equivalent  to  person(s),"  said 
Baskin. 

The  lecture  concluded  with  an 
honest  assessment  of  legal  speak 
from  an  attorney’s  standpoint  when 
Baskin  asked,  "Will  legalese  ever 
go  away?  Probably  not,  the  ambi- 
guity built  into  certain  phraseology 
allows  lawyers  to  keep  the  layman 
out  of  it;  it  allows  a monopoly  of 
the  system  that  benefits  insiders." 
For  the  rest  of  us,  however,  it  is  not 
completely  hopeless;  a little  home- 
work goes  a long  way  in  decipher- 
ing legal  terminology. 

The  Brown  Bag  Lecture  series 
continues  Wednesday,  Nov.  30  at 
noon  in  room  J-0006  as  Professor 
Jim  Ethridge  presents  Agriculture 
and  Horticultural  Education  in  Fin- 
land. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 

Give  thanks  for  your 
freedom  this  holiday 


When  you  hear  the  word 
“Thanksgiving,"  what  does  it  make 
you  think  of?  A juicy  turkey,  per- 
haps? A parade  filled  with  danc- 
ing and  big,  animal-shaped  bal- 
loons? Or  maybe  you  thrill  at  the 
prospect  of  your  favorite  football 
team  creaming  their  opponents. 
While  these  are  all  comforting  and 
traditional  aspects  of  the  holiday, 
at  the  Blazer  feel  that  many 
Americans  today  have  forgotten 
the  true  meaning  of  Thanksgiving: 
being  thankful  for  your  freedom. 

Our  Thanksgiving  traditions 
sometimes  seem  to  have  little 
meaning  beside  the  obvious:  We 
indulge  in  a feast  and  gather  with 
our  families  and  friends  to  com- 
memorate the  first  Thanksgiving 
between  the  Pilgrims  and  the  Na- 
tive Americans;  we  wutch  football, 
perhaps,  because  it  is  a truly 
American  sport.  Sometimes  we 
just  forget  that  the  historical  feast 
we’re  commemorating  was  in  cel- 
ebration of  freedom  and  that  the 
true  American  spirit  is  exactly  that: 
one  of  freedom. 

Past  generations  might  have 
more  respect  for  the  meaning  of 
Thanksgiving  because  they  have 
lived  through  the  horrible  wars  that 
have  preserved  our  country's  free- 
dom. Since  llic  war  on  terrorism 
md  the  war  in  Iraq  have  begun, 
mirnt  of  voduv's  genemlroh  of  co\- 


gun  to  understand  the  price  Ameri- 
cans pay  for  freedom. 

This  Thanksgiving,  many 
young  Americans  won’t  be  home 
to  share  dinner  with  their  families. 
Instead  of  attending  college  at  JJC 
or  elsewhere,  some  of  the  students 
in  our  high  school  graduating 
classes  are  serving  our  country  in 
the  military.  We  at  the  Blazer  are 
thankful  that  they  are  fighting  foi 
freedom  and  thankful  that  theii 
courageousness  allows  us  to  be 
safely  home  with  our  families  and 
friends. 

Here  at  the  Blazer,  we  are  not 
all  in  support  of  the  war.  Many  ol 
us  feel  that  the  war  in  Iraq  is  un 
justified.  However,  we  support  all 
the  men  and  women  who  choose 
to  fight  for  our  country,  no  matter 
why  they  chose  to  enter  it.  Now 
that  the  United  States  has  entered 
into  a war.  we  need  to  fight  it  until 
the  end,  and  we  would  not  be  able 
to  achieve  success  in  the  war  and 
remain  a strong  country  if  not  for 
the  bravery  of  our  armed  forces. 

So  when  you  hear  the  word 
‘Thanksgiving,”  try  to  remember 
what  the  holiday  is  really  about. 
You  have  the  chance  to  celebrate  a 
free  life  in  a country  continuing  to 
fight  so  that  we  may  enjoy  many 
more  years  of  visiting  with  family, 
eating  turkey  and  green  bean  cas- 
serole -and  Shouting  obscenities  u 
the  athletes  un  our  tele  vision  sets 


Author  visiting 

Due  to  unlorseen  circumstances,  the  Blazer  was  not 
able  to  publish  a full  article  about  Luis  J.  Rodriguez  in 
this  issue.  Rodriguez,  an  award-winning  author,  will  be 
speaking  at  JJC  on  Nov.  18  at  1:30  p.m.  on  the  bridge. 
For  more  information  about  Rodriguez  and  his  visit  to 
JJC,  contact  Louise  Blazquez  at  at  (815)  280-2829. 
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Rgnrs  Rumblings... 


Production  Manager 

When  I was  a kid,  I didn’t  re- 
ally do  anything  that  was  overly 
competitive.  I knew  what  die  dif- 
ference between  a win  and  a loss, 
and  I knew  that  preference  around 
me  was  to  win. 

But  I was  never  one  to  be 
phased  by  first,  second,  or  third 
places.  As  long  as  I did  my  job  and 
my  parents  were  proud  of  me,  then 
I was  happy  child. 

My  brother,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  much  more  competitive  than 
me,  but  as  a hockey  player,  I guess 
that  was  necessary.  But  even  in  that 
case,  my  parents  were  never  the  type 
of  parents  that  focused  on  a win,  but 
rather  they  wanted  us  to  play  hard 
and  be  happy. 

A few  weekends  ago,  1 was  at 
a cheerleading  competition  for  girls 
from  kindergarten  all  the  way 
through  high  school. 

I coach  a Plainfield  Junior  Cat 
Junior  Varsity  Cheerleading  squad. 

By  the  time  of  competition, 
they  all  pretty  much  knew  what  I 
was  all  about,  and  I guess  I coach 
in  the  same  mentality  that  my  par- 


ents had  about  my  brother  and  me. 
I expected  the  girls  to  perform  well, 
and  have  a good  time.  Even  at  com- 
petition, I just  wanted  them  to  rock 
the  house,  medal  or  no  medal.  They 
did  just  that,  and  it  was  amazing! 

What  amazed  me  was  not  nec- 
essarily the  cheerleading,  dancing, 
stunting  and  tumbling  that  die  girls 
were  attempting  to  do,  but  rather, 
it’s  the  commitment,  dedication, 
and  communication  skills  that  all 
diese  kids  possess. 

In  any  club  or  sport,  from 
cheerieading 
all  the  way 
to  a chess 
club,  find- 
ing people 
that  are 
committed 
and  dedi- 
cated is  an 
extreme  challenge,  especially  these 
days,  when  working  and  money  are 
more  valuable  than  being  part  of  a 
team  or  club. 

So  to  see  a group  of  24  girls 
practice  three  times  a week  and 
then  have  games  and  competitions 
on  weekends  showed  heart,  espe- 
cially for  kids  their  age. 

Even  more  importantly,  being 
able  to  compete  gives  kids  a taste 
of  the  critisims  that  come  with  ev- 
ery day  life. 

When  I originally  started  to 
coach,  a lot  of  people  thought  that  I 


Be  a good  spoil... 

was  insane.  I was  told  that  it  was  a 
waste  of  time,  and  that  it  would  in- 
volve way  loo  much  drama.  And  at 
limes,  it  did.  But  in  the  end,  it  was 
so  worth  it. 

The  time  sacraficed  when  I 
should  have  been  working  here  on 
the  paper  or  at  my  other  job  is  noth- 
ing compared  to  all  the  things  that  I 
was  able  to  leam  from  my  girls. 
Twelve-year-olds  are  a lot  smarter 
than  you  think. 

Coaching  and  being  a part  of 
this  team  were  like  having  24  little 
sisters,  plus  two  sec- 
ond moms  and  a sis- 
ter in  high  school 
(but  they  didn't  get 
to  steal  my  clothes  or 
set  my  curfew). 

In  the  end,  my 
girls  ended  up  with  a 
second-place  finish 
at  their  first  competition,  and  they 
were  so  disappointed.  I was  disap- 
pointed in  them  for  being  disap- 
pointed. because  I thought  that  they 
were  amazing. 

But  the  disappointment  paid 
off,  because  they  were  champions 
at  the  second  competition,  beating 
the  second-place  team  by  20  points. 
No  matter  what  they  would  have 
placed,  they  were  one  of  the  best 
squads  that  I’ve  ever  coached,  and 
I’m  greatful  for  everything  they 
tought  me  as  a coach  and  a person. 

Thanks  ladies! 


Question  of  the  Issue 

With  only  39  days  of  Christmas  shopping  left,  what  are  you 
planning  to  buy  for  your  friends  and  family? 


“Gift  cards  from  Bames  & 
Nobles.  . . Ashley  gets  a 
punch  in  the  face  'cause  its 
free!” 


“I  want  to  get  everyone  that 
is  special  to  me  one  thing  on 
their  list.” 


“I  plan  on  buying  items  with 
some  personal  significance, 
such  as  their  favorite 
chocolate  or  their 
birthstone.” 


- Brittany  Rodgehero  - Martha  Cardenas  - Amanda  Vicich 


“Traditional  Christmas  gifts,  “I  am  broke,  so  I’ll  probably 
including  warm  and  fuzzy  end  up  making  most  of  my 
scarves  and  sweaters.”  gifts.” 


- Steve  Cantu 


- Alex  Springer 


“A  bigger  lion.” 


- Thomas  Martin 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  aulhencily  of  the 
letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit 
letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 
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From  the  left... 
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Countor-Polnt 


I understand  that  a male  dis- 
cussing abortion  is  akin  to  a female 
discussing  vasectomies.  A male  will 
never  know  what  it  could  possibly 
be  like  to  carry  and  support  a life 
for  nine  months. 

That  is  not  to  say  men  have 
absolutely  no  say  in  the  matter,  for 
the  father  of  the  soon-to-be  child 
must  have  some  input. 

Taken  as  a whole,  it  should  be 
a case-by-case  assessment,  and 
people  need  the  legal  latitude  to 
make  the  best  decision,  as  opposed 
to  an  across-the-board,  predeter- 
mined course  of  action  as  evaluated 
by  a lawmaker  in  D.C. 

There  are  very  real  and  very 
serious  issues  if  we  ban  all  abor- 
tions. If  abortions  were  illegal,  they 
would  still  occur,  but  they  would  be 
performed  in  back  alleys  and  motel 
rooms,  as  opposed  to  a proper  fa- 
cility with  professionals  in  atten- 
dance. 

Certain  medical  conditions  de- 
velop as  a direct  result  of  preg- 
nancy, and  sometimes  the  decision 
needs  to  be  made  that  aborting  the 
fetus  may  be  the  best  option  for  the 
life  of  the  mother  and  her  family. 

I am  Pro-Choice,  not  Anti-Life. 
There  must  be  guidelines  as  to  how 
late  in  a pregnancy  an  abortion  can 
be  performed.  For  example,  third- 
term  abortions  should  not  be  an 
option  except  when  the  mother’s  life 
is  in  danger.  This  raises  the  ques- 
tion of  when  the  developing  fetus’s 
life  begins. 

It  is  argued  that  the  fetus  is  a 
person  from  the  moment  of  concep- 
tion. But  this  conclusion  is  more  a 
belief  than  it  is  a fact.  A similar  ar- 
gument might  be  said  about  the  de- 
velopment of  an  acorn  into  an  oak 
tree,  and  it  does  not  follow  that 
acorns  are  oak  trees. 

The  newly  fertilized  ovum, 
which  becomes  an  undifferentiated 
clump  of  cells,  is  no  more  a person 
than  an  acom  is  an  oak  tree.  That 


the  joining  of  sperm  and  egg  auto- 
matically equals  a person  is  a reli- 
gious idea  developed  before  science 
could  explain  the  process;  there  are 
a several  key  steps  absent  from  the 
religious  conviction  that  have  been 
revealed  by  modem  science. 

At  the  moment  of  fertilization, 
two  reproductive  cells,  each  with  a 
distinct  set  of  DNA  sequences,  com- 
bine, producing  a zygote,  or  a cell 
which  now  has  two  sets  of  DNA, 
two  copies  of  each  gene.  The  only 
thing  significant  about  these  cells 
is  their  potential. 

The  DNA  sequence,  broken 
down  to  the  simplest  biological 
function,  is  instructions  for  cells  to 
produce  protein.  The  type  of  pro- 
tein, the  amount  produced  and  the 
time  during  development  in  which 
they  are  produced  determine  every 
last  aspect  of  our  being. 

From  hair  color  to  walking  bi- 
pedal to  one  stomach,  all  of  these 
traits  depend  on  when  and  where 
these  proteins  are  produced.  This 
zygote  eventually  forms  into  a ball 
of  cells  called  a blastocyst,  which 
includes  a mass  of  cells — stem 
cells — that  will  become  a embryo, 
but  still  bears  no  resemblance  to  a 
human. 

A month  into  the  pregnancy  the 
future  child  is  no  more  than  150 
cells  or  so,  and  it's  not  until  week 
ten  that  the  shrimp-sized  future 
person  adopts  the  title  fetus.  To 
consider  aborting  a mass  of  cells, 
no  matter  what  their  potential,  as 
homicide  is  a ridiculous  proposal. 

We  cannot  let  our  morals  be 
governed  by  outdated  thinking,  but 
instead,  let  our  ethics  develop  as  our 
understanding  of  the  natural  world 
increases.  Roe  v.  Wade  surely  needs 
more  specific  language  to  discour- 
age whimsical  abortions,  but  a ban 
on  abortions  is  a step  toward  limit- 
ing our  civil  liberties  and  ultimately 
undercuts  the  personal  freedoms 
given  to  us  in  the  Constitution. 


THE  GUESTON: 
StiawW  R@®  v. 
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From  the  right. 


“To  consider 
aborting  a mass  of 
cells,  no  matter  what 
their  potential,  as 
homicide  is  a 
ridiculous  proposal.” 

- Luke  Homberger 


“With  the  exception 
of  rape,  incest  or 
when  a mother’s  life 
may  be  in  danger  by 
giving  birth,  there  is 
no  need  for  killing 
life.” 

- Jim  Nelson 


P@irt  m 
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Recently,  liberals  have  been 
shaking  in  their  boots  over  the  pos- 
sibility that  Roe  v.  Wade  will  be 
overturned  by  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court,  now  flint  President  Bush  has 
nominated  the  second  Supreme 
Court  justice  of  his  presidency. 

Since  1973,  when  Justice 
Blackmun  delivered  the  high  court's 
decision  overturning  all  state  laws 
outlawing  or  restricting  abortion, 
Americans  huve  hail  the  right  to 
choose. 

According  to  the  Alan 
Guttmnchcr  Institute,  special  re- 
search affiliate  of  Planned  Parent- 
hood Federation  of  America — the 
nation's  largest  provider  and  pro- 
moter of  abortion — since  1990,  the 
U.S.  ubortion  rule  has  declined,  af- 
ter reuching  its  nll-time  high  of 
1 .608,600.  Today,  there  are  still  well 
over  1 million  abortions  performed 
nnnually  in  the  United  Stutes. 

In  the  32  yeurs  thut  nbortion  in 
the  U.S.  hus  been  lcgaL-morc  than 
40  million  abortions  have  tuken 
place.  That  is  a greater  number  than 
the  entire  population — not  includ- 
ing all  of  the  illcgul  immigrants — 
of  our  nation 's  most  populous  state, 
California. 

Should  the  Supreme  Court  be 
able  to  overturn  our  nation's  nbor- 
tion laws? 

Yes,  as  long  as  the  majority  of 
Americans  agree. 

With  the  exception  of  rape,  in- 
cest or  when  a mother’s  life  may  be 
in  danger  by  giving  birth,  there  is 
no  need  for  killing  life. 

We  live  in  a society  where  we 
dig  our  own  holes  und  have  to  climb 
out  of  them.  We  make  our  beds  and 
have  to  lie  in  them. 

Outside  of  the  circumstances 
mentioned  above,  people  should 
take  responsibility  for  their  uctions. 
Thut  doesn't  mean  one  has  to  ruisc 
mi  unwunted  child.  There  arc  mil- 
lions of  people  waiting  to  adopt. 
Some  waiting  to  adopt  cunnol  huve 


Jsnn  Nilaon 

children  of  their  own.  A human  life 
is  precious,  and  we  should  do  what 
we  am  to  honor  that  life. 

A 2003  Zogby  International 
poll  showed  that  52  percent  of 
Americans  considered  nbortion  to 
be  homicide. 

Fox  News  conducted  a poll  in 
2003  asking  Americans  if  they  be- 
lieve hunuui  life  begins  at  contra- 
ception. Fi  fly-five  percent  answered 
“yes". 

For  those  of  you  who  say 
“Yeuh,  but  he  is  using  the  conser- 
vative Fox  News  as  a polling 
source,"  I say,  not  so  fast. 

In  a 2003  CBS  News  poll.  62 
percent  of  Americans  fell  that  abor- 
tions should  not  be  available  or 
should  have  stricter  limits  thiui  they 
do  now. 

CNN  conducted  a poll  the 
same  year  and  found  that  60  per- 
cent of  Americans  felt  that  abortion 
should  be  illegal,  or  legal  in  lew  cir- 
cumstances. 

A Supreme  Court  nominee 
should  not  he  nominated  based 
solely  on  his  or  her  view  on  abor- 
tion. There  are  a lot  of  issues  in 
America  of  importance  to  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

However,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates  to 
nominate  whomever  lie  chooses. 
This  is  not  conservative  or  liberal. 
This  is  fuel.  It  is  part  of  the  job  de- 
scription of  the  president  to  make 
Supreme  Court  nominations. 

To  those  who  me  upset  about 
President  Bush's  recent  nomina- 
tions to  the  bench,  don't  complain 
if  you  didn’t  vote. 

Only  55  percent  of  Americans 
voted  in  the  2004  presidential  elec- 
tion. Quite  possibly,  if  more  voted, 
we  wouldn't  be  having  this  discus- 
sion toduy. 

The  Supreme  Court  must  now 
must  realize  that  the  majority  of 
American's  disagree  with  current 
ubortion  laws,  and  must  act  now. 
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sages  and  other  slrcss-relieving  a 
tivilies  will  he  provided. 


Jewelry  sale 

The  JJC  metalsmithing  class 
will  hold  u handcrafted  jewelry 
holiday  sale  Nov.  16  and  17  from 
10  a m.  to  2 p.m.  in  the  cafeteria. 
Items  to  be  exhibited  and  sold  in- 
clude earrings,  pins,  rings,  bolos, 
bracelets,  necklaces,  beads  and  or- 
naments. 

Technical  College  night 

The  Technical  Department 
will  hold  an  AEC  und  CADD  Col- 
lege Night  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  16, 
from  5 to  7 p,m,  in  the  T-con- 
course.  AEC  iind  CADD  program 
representatives  from  four-year  col- 
leges and  universities  will  be  avail- 
able to  recruit  JJC  students  in  ar- 
chitecture engineering  construc- 
tion and  computer  uided  design 
and  drafting.  The  event  is  open  to 
the  public.  For  more  information, 
contact  Sara  Rundolph  at  280- 
2725. 

II1V  testing 

The  Holistic  Wellness  Club 
will  provide  HIV  testing  to  all  JJC 
undents  and  staff  members  on 
Nov.  28  and  Dec.  12  in  G-2008. 
Orul  swob  testing  will  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Will  County  Health 
Department  and  AGAPE  Mis- 
;.  For  more  information,  con- 
tact Pam  Dilday  at  280-2202. 


77ic  Holistic  Wellness  Club 
will  hold  Stress  Relief  Day  on 
Wednesday.  Dec.  7,  from  1 1 a.m. 
to  1 p,m.  on  the  bridge.  Free  nuis- 


Musica  Viva 

Tlic  Musica  Viva  concert  se- 
ries will  present  pianist  Jeremy 
Rafal  on  Sunday,  Nov.  20  at  3 pin. 
in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre.  Bom  in 
the  Philippines  and  raised  in  Ha- 
waii, Rafal  has  won  several  prizes 
in  the  United  Stales  and  Russia  and 
performed  throughout  litis  coun- 
try. Japan,  and  Italy.  His  program 
will  offer  works  by  Mozart. 
Schumann,  Bartdk.  and  Balakirev. 
The  event  is  free.  A pre-concert 
discussion  will  be  presented  at 
2:30  p.m.  in  room  K-1003. 

SPRITE  Club 

SPRITE  Club  will  host 
"Cookies  and  Cocoa”  on  Dec.  1 
front  5 to  6:30  p.m.  SPRITE  mem- 
bers und  their  friends  and  JJC  stu- 
dents are  invited  to  the  OSA  sec- 
tion of  the  bridge  for  holiday  craft 
making  for  kids,  cookies  and  co- 
coa and  friendly  conversation  be- 
fore going  to  the  ploneturium  to 
see  the  6:30  showing  of  “The  Story 
of  the  Star.”  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Latoya  Johnson  at 
latojohnson@sludent.jjc.edu  or 
Bev  Cavunaugh  at 
bcavasi  au  @ jjc.edu. 

Fine  Arts  recital 

AFinc  Arts  music  students  rc- 
oital  will  Wednesday,  Nov. 

30,  at  1 1 a.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  The- 
atre. The  event  is  free  and  is  open 
to  the  public.  For  more  informa- 
tion, contact  Sue  Malmberg  at 
280-2287. 
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Police 


Student  caught  stealing  back- 
pack confesses  to  possession  and 
to  committing  other  burglaries  on 
campus 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - A student’s 
backpack  left  unattended  in  the  D 
building  of  the  main  campus  was 
stolen  on  Thursday,  Oct.  13.  The 
backpack  contained  two  textbooks 
and  various  school  supplies.  The 
individual  charged  with  commiling 
die  crime,  according  to  police,  at- 
tempted to  sell  the  books  found  in- 
side the  backpack  to  die  Joliet  Text- 
books store,  confessed  to  posses- 
sion of  weed,  and  confessed  to  re- 
cent thefts  on  campus. 

William  L.  Lipscomb,  18, 1524 
Centennial  Dr.  Apt.  511,  Joliet,  was 
charged  widi  manufacture  of  deliv- 
ery of  cannabis  2.5g  and  theft  un- 
der $300,  both  Class  A misdemean- 
ors. According  to  police,  the  JJC 
campus  book  store  and  Joliet  Text- 
books were  notified  of  the  stolen 
books  and  particular  writings  on 
them,  incase  someone  attempted  to 
sell  them  back.  According  to  police, 
the  owner  of  Joliet  Textbooks  noti- 
fied campus  police  of  Lipscomb’s 
attempt  at  selling  the  books,  which 
prompted  police  to  arrive  and  bring 
him  into  custody. 

Lipscomb  admitted,  according 
to  police,  to  entering  several  cars 
that  were  left  unlocked  while  parked 
on  campus  at  night.  Police  said 
Lipscomb  entered  an  unknown  ve- 
hicle in  South  Lot  1 /wound  7:30  or 
8 p.m.  on  Oct.  5 and  stole  an  RCA 
CD  player  and  later  sold  it.  Accord- 
ing to  police,  he  also  admitted  to 
stealing  an  astronomy  book  from 
and  unknown  car  in  East  Lot  2 and 


to  selling  the  book  back  to  the  cam- 
pus bookstore.  He  confessed  to 
stealing  a psychology  book  and  a 
Microsoft  computer  book  from  an- 
other unknown  car  and  to  selling 
them,  police  added. 

Also,  according  to  police, 
Lipscomb  entered  what  he  remem- 
bers being  a blue  car  in  South  Lot  1 
and  took  a T-Mobile  cell  phone  and 
gave  it  away.  Police  say  he  entered 
a red  truck  in  South  Lot  1 and  stole 
a Sony  Ericsson  cell  phone  and  sold 
it.  According  to  police,  no  theft  or 
burglary  reports  containing  the 
items  stolen  were  found. 

Lipscomb’s  court  date  was 
scheduled  Wednesday,  Nov.  9. 

Disturbance  on  campus 
property 

CITY  CENTER  CAMPUS  - 
Campus  police  were  dispatched  to 
the  City  Center  Campus  on  Thurs- 
day, Oct.  20,  in  regards  to  a delayed 
fight  reported  at  the  breezeway, 
police  said.  According  to  police, 
Juan  Reyes,  18,  305  N.  Eastern  St., 
Joliet,  was  punched  in  the  face  by 
Thomas  Norflett,  21,  401  S. 
Richards  St.,  Joliet,  and  by  two 
other  individuals.  According  to  po- 
lice, Reyes  ran  to  his  home,  and  sev- 
eral witnesses  claimed  to  have  heard 
Reyes  threaten  to  return  with  a gun. 

According  to  police,  on  Mon- 
day, Oct.  24,  Norflett  and  several 
other  students  claimed  >.o  observe 
Reyes  and  several  other  Hispanic 

males,  one  carrying  a black  semi- 
automatic handgun,  on  the  property 
of  Chicken  and  Spice,  which  is  ad- 
jacent to  the  City  Center  Campus. 

According  to  police,  Reyes  did 
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not  wish  to  press  charges  on  Norflett 
for  the  Oct.  20  assault.  Trespass 
notices  were  served  to  both  indi- 
viduals. 

Men’s  lockers  broken  into; 
several  thefts  reported  in  men’s 
locker  room 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - Four  break- 
ins  to  four  individual  lockers  in  the 
men’s  locker  room  in  G building  are 
believed  to  be  related.  All  incidents 
happened  and  were  reported  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  24. 

In  the  first  reported  incident, 
the  lock  was  cut  off  and  inoperable, 
though  nothing  inside  the  locker 
was  missing.  According  to  police, 
the  second  incident  took  place  when 
a student  left  his  locker  at  2:05  p.m. 
and  returned  3:45  p.m.  and  found 
his  locker  pried  open.  The  third  in- 
cident was  reported  at  4:40  p.m., 
after  a student  left  the  room  at  2:25 
p.m.  and  returned  at  4:35  p.m.  to 
find  the  lock  broken  and  opened.  A 
fourth  individual  reported  at  4:55 
p.m.  that  his  locker  was  broken  into. 
According  to  police,  the  locker  ap- 
peared to  be  tampered  with,  and  al- 
though a strike  mark  was  visible  on 
top  of  the  lock,  it  still  functioned. 
The  individual  left  the  room  at  2:20 
p.m.  and  relumed  at  4:45  p.m. 

According  to  police,  the  sus- 
pect is  described  as  a white  male, 
appears  to  be  25-35  years  of  age, 
5’ 10  - 6’Q2,  180  pounds,  and  has 
light  hair. 

According  to  police,  the  stu- 
dent from  the  second  incident  said 
$64  was  missing  from  his  wallet. 
From  the  third  reported  incident, 
missing  inside  the  locker  was  a wal- 
let with  driver’s  license,  social  se- 
curity card,  two  debit  cards,  $30, 
and  two  Westfield  mall  gift  cards. 
Also  missing  was  a new  Nexlel  i850 
cell  phone.  Items  missing  from  the 
fourth  incident  included  a silver  and 
gray  Nokia  cell  phone,  a silver  Ken- 
neth Cole  watch,  a silver  ring  with 
black  stone,  a silver  chain  and 
bracelet,  and  $15- 

Anyone  with  information  about 
this  crime  should  contact  campus 
police. 

Theft  from  motor  vehicle 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - According 
to  police,  the  rear  license  plate  was 
stolen  from  a car  parked  in  South 
Lot  One  on  Sunday,  Oct.  27,  in  the 
early  afternoon.  The  vehicle  had 
markings  from  a tool  used  to  re- 
move the  plate.  The  plate  numbers 
were  entered  into  the  LEADS  sys- 
tem as  stolen. 

Criminal  trespass 

CENTENNIAL  COMMONS  - 
Koujourian  Z.  Jones,  19,  8606  S. 
Racine  Ave.,  Chicago,  was  charged 
with  trespassing  on  Centennial 
Commons  property  on  Wednesday, 
Nov.  2,  at  9:29  p.m. 

According  to  police,  Jones  was 
removed  from  the  property  earlier 
that  day.  Jones  was  taken  to  the  sta- 
tion for  processing  and  released  on 
Si 0,000  I-bond.  Jones  will  appear 
in  court  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  14. 
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Continental  divide:  from  Nigeria  to  America 


Family  of  record-setting  JJC  soccer  player  overcomes  obstacles 

While  Ikenna  was  playing  si 


Sports  Editor 

When  Roseline  Umebuani  left 
the  West  African  country  of  Nige- 
ria for  the  United  States  in  1996,  her 
son  Ikenna  wasn't  sure  when  he 
would  see  his  mother  again.  The 
family  pulled  together  and  went  on 
with  life,  oceans  apart,  and  kept 
their  focus  on  what  needed  to  be 
done. 

Ikenna,  now  an  all-American 
soccer  player  on  the  JJC  men's  soc- 
cer team,  stayed  in  Nigeria  with  his 
father  and  five  siblings.  They  waited 
for  a chance  to  be  reunited  with 
Rosaline  in  the  United  Slates,  a lin- 
gering pain  that  would  take  more 
titan  six  years  to  fulfill. 

To  pass  the  time  during  the  long 
wail,  Ikenna,  like  the  majority  of 
other  boys  in  Nigeria,  would  play 
soccer.  He  fell  in  love  with  the  sport. 

Nigeria  is  an  oil-rich  land  in 
West  Africa  sandwiched  between 
the  nations  of  Cameroon,  Niger  and 
512  miles  of  coastline  on  the  Gulf 
of  Guinea.  The  most  populous 
country  in  Africa  with  an  estimated 
population  of  over  128  million,  Ni- 
geria became  an  independent  coun- 
try on  Oct.  1,  1960. 

Shortly  thereafter.  Nigerians 
gained  recognition  for  athletic 
achievements  that  were  rare  preced- 
ing their  independence.  The  coun- 
try emerged  onto  the  international 
soccer  scene  when  it  entered  the 
World  Cup  in  1960.  It  would  take 
over  two  decades  for  the  world  to 
notice  that  Nigeria  was  exceeding 
expectations  in  the  sport. 

The  country  started  a national 
league  for  soccer  in  1972,  which 
would  excel  in  the  '80s  and  ‘90s. 


cer  in  Nigeria,  Roseline  was  living 
in  New  York  after  her  move  across 
the  Atlantic,  but  she  decided  it 
wasn't  for  her. 

"New  York  was  just  too  big,  too 
many  people,"  she  said.  "My 
brother-in-law  had  a friend  that 
lived  in  Chicago.  She  told  me  to 
give  Chicago  a try  " 

With  Ikenna  making  positive 
strides  towards  his  achievements  in 
the  game  of  soccer,  his  mother  mude 
strides  of  her  own. 

“It  took  me  a little  while  to  get 
used  to  the  area  here,  but  I like  it.  It 
is  much  better  than  New  York,"  she 
said  with  a smile. 

The  jovial  mother  of  six  and 
grandmother  of  one  eagerly  awaited 
her  family’s  arrival  in  America.  “I 
couldn't  wait  for  the  day  they  were 
here,"  she  said.  “I  always  thought 
about  how  much  I missed  them." 

Roseline  spoke  of  the  oppor- 
tunity there  is  in  America,  and  of 
the  lack  thereof  in  Nigeria.  She 
loves  her  homeland,  but  realizes  its 
shortcomings. 

“People  have  many  more 
chances  here.  Nigeria  is  rich  be- 
cause of  oil,  but  the  wrong  people 
were  in  control  of  that  money  and  it 
never  made  it  down  to  the  middle 
and  lower  classes." 

Back  in  Nigeria,  Ikenna  kept 
kicking  away  at  the  soccer  ball 
wherever  he  and  his  friends  could 
find  a spot  to  play.  He  describes  the 
love  of  soccer  in  his  native  land  as 
prevalent. 

“Everyone  plays  soccer,"  he 
said.  “Some  people  play  basketball, 
and  it  is  getting  more  popular,  but 
soccer  is  the  number-one  sport  in 
Nigeria." 
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Rosaline  and  Ikenna  Umebuani,  s 
together.  Ikenna’s  happiest  day  w 

Soccer  would  help  keep 
Ikennas  mind  off  missing  his 
mother  but  didn't  deruil  his  think- 
ing of  her.  He  always  awaited  tile 
day  when  they  could  be  together 
once  again. 

When  the  day  in  2002  came  for 
the  family  to  reunite,  everybody  in- 
volved was  tired  from  luck  of  sleep 
the  night  before 

“I  couldn't  sleep  at  all,"  said 
Ikenna.  “I  was  so  excited  to  see  my 
mother  again,  I couldn't  do  anything 
but  think  about  her.” 

“It  was  a wonderful  day,"  suid 
Roseline.  “It  was  so  wonderful  to 
have  the  family  back  together 
again." 

After  getting  settled  in  the  Chi- 
cago areu,  Ikenna  played  soccer  at 
Chicago's  Malta  High  School.  The 
family  moved  to  Romeoville,  where 
Ikenna  enrolled  at  JJC.  This  is 
where  he  would  meet  his  next  soc- 
cer coach,  JJC  head  conch  Cris 
Trillo. 

Trillo  has  some  things  in  com- 
mon with  Ikenna. 

“I  also  grew  up  playing  soccer 
in  my  home  country,"  he  said.  “Soc- 
cer was  the  main  sport  in  my  coun- 
try, just  as  it  was  Ikenna's.” 

Trillo  has  Spanish  citizenship, 
but  grew  up  playing  soccer  in  Mo- 
rocco as  well. 

Ikenna  impressed  his  coach 
immensely  through  his  two  years  of 
playing  at  JJC.  He  won  second  team 
all-American  honors  his  freshman 
year.,  and  was  recently  selected  to 
the  Region  IV  tournament  first 
team.  His  21  goals  scored  in  two 
seasons  is  a record  at  JJC. 

“Ikenna  had  a very  positive  ex- 
perience here,  and  that  experience 
was  very  positive  for  JJC."  said 
Trillo. 

Trillo  started  and  sponsored  a 
soccer  club  at  JJC  in  1993.  Before 
that,  soccer  didn  l exist  at  the 
school. 

“We  had  a club  for  eight  years 


..II 


Umebuani  scored  21  goals  and  had  11  assists  In  two 
seasons  playing  for  JJC.  Ho  sot  tho  all-time  scoring 
record  for  tho  Wolves  this  season  and  achlovod  second 
team  all-American  honors  In  2004,  as  well  as  being 
selected  for  the  2005  Region  IV  all-tournament  first  team. 


A 1 - 
though  the 

season  ended  with  a disappointing 
loss  in  the  lirsl  round  of  the  Region 
IV  tournament,  Ikenna  didn't  skip 
a beat. 

"Yeah,  I was  a little  down,  hut 
I knew  it  was  just  a game  and  I had 
to  keep  my  head  up,"  he  said. 

Ikenna  knows  all  too  well  that 
there  arc  more  important  tilings  than  they  share  that  thought, 
winning  games. 


With  the  Thanksgiving  holiday 
aiming  up.  it  gives  him  and  his  fam- 
ily u lime  to  reflecl. 

“We  are  thankful  to  be  with 
euch  other,"  said  Roseline. 

From  the  look  on  iheir  faces  us 
they  sal  on  the  couch  together  look- 
ing at  family  photos,  it  is  evident 
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Candid  moments  around  the  JJC  campus 


DJ  Boo  Da  Varver  spins  tunes  during  the  BSU  Homecoming  Dance  on  Nov.  4. 
The  dance  has  become  an  annual  event  at  JJC. 


Joyce  Kocinski  (right)  of  the  Interior  Design  department  discusses  fundamentals  of  Feng  Shul  with 
other  interior  design  enthusiats  during  the  Interior  Design  How-to  Clinic,  which  was  held  on  the 
bridge  Monday,  Nov.  7. 


Alfredo  Melesio  (center)  of  Mt.  Caramel 
Church  discusses  immigration  issues 
with  members  of  Latinos  Unidos  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  club.  Latinos 
Unidos  meetings  are  held  on 
Wednesdays  el  2 p.m.  on  the  bridge. 


Above  and  below,  members  of  the  JJC  Student  Government  discuss  topics  on  their  agenda  at  a recent  meeting. 


Student  Government  meetings  are  held  Thursdays  at  3 p.i 


T| 

• itaJ 

David  Agazzi,  vice  president  of  business  management  at  JJC,  talks  about 
differentiated  tuition  during  a JJC  Coliegiate  Club  Council  meeting  Nov.  2. 
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Laura  A.  Sprague  Gallery  gears  up  for  new  art  exhibit 


Co-  Editor 

The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art  Gal- 
lery hosts  a variety  of  exhibits  at 
JJC.  After  the  success  of  the  last 
show,  “India:  Seduction  of  a Cant- 
era,"  the  gallery  is  excited  to  have 
new  art  pieces  to  adorn  its  walls. 

The  JJC  Area  High  School  Art 
Exhibition  will  take  place  in  the 
gallery  through  Nov.  23  and  again 
Nov.  28  through  Dec.  2. 

For  this  exhibit,  13  urea  high 
schools  will  be  showcasing  some  of 
their  students'  work.  The  high 
schools  participating  in  the  exhibit 
include  Coal  City,  Joliet  Catholic 
Academy,  Joliet  Central,  Joliet 
West,  Lincoln-Way  Central,  Lin- 
coln-Way East,  Lockporl  Township, 
Minooka  Community.  Morris  Com- 
munity, Plainfield  Central, 
Plainfield  North,  Plainfield  South 
and  Reed-Custer. 

Joe  Milosevich,  art  professor 
and  director  of  the  gallery,  perceives 
a positive  reception  for  the  JJC  Area 
High  School  Art  Exhibition.  He  re- 
flects on  the  last  exhibit,  India:  Se- 
duction of  a Camera,  which  featured 


digital  and  film  photographs  by 
Dennis  Knik  from  over  17  months 
of  travel  throughout  India. 

“I  think  it  went  very  success- 
fully,” Milosevich  said.  "1  was  very 
pleased  with  the  look  of  the  show." 

For  the  new  exhibit,  52  art 
works  will  be  showcased.  “The  dis- 
play cases  (in  the  halls  outside  the 
art  studios)  will  be  used  if  more 
room  is  needed,"  Milosevich  said. 

Art  faculty  from  the  participat- 
ing high  schools  will  select  the  work 
to  be  shown  in  the  exhibit.  A limit 
of  4 art  pieces  can  be  submitted 
from  each  school.  The  JJC  full-time 
studio  art  faculty  will  judge  the 
work. 

Ten  students  have  been  se- 
lected to  receive  an  Award  of  Ex- 
cellence for  their  work.  The  students 
receiving  the  award  include  Ashley 
Dedin  and  Jacob  Quigley  from 
Joliet  Catholic  Academy,  Brandon 
Durkin  from  Joliet  West,  Nicole 
Turrisi  from  Lincoln-Way  Central, 
Katie  Froemling  from  Lincoln-Way 
East,  Ben  Knize  from  Lockport 
Township,  Meghan  Forajter  from 
Minooka  Community,  Lauren  Roth 


from  Morris  Com- 
munity. Kaitlin 
Smith  from 
Plainfield  Centrul 
and  Annette  Pudillu 
from  Plainfield 
South. 

An  awards  cer- 
emony will  be  held 
in  the  Fine  Arts 
Theater  on  Thurs- 
day, Dec.  1 at  7:30 
p.ra.  The  Visual 
Arts  Open  House 
will  immediately 
follow  the  awards 
ceremony. 

“As  many  as 
125  people  attend 
the  open  house,” 
Milosevich  said. 
"All  the  studios  will 
be  open  so  that  the 
high  school  students 
cun  see  them.” 

The  Laura  A. 
Sprague  Art  Gallery 
is  open  from  8 a.m. 
to  8 p.m.  Monday 
through  Friday. 


All  photos  by  Ian  Wright 


The  Laura  A.  Sprague  Art  Gallery  on  tho  second  floor  of  J-bulldlng,  In  tho  photos  abovo 
and  below,  gets  ready  for  the  now  exhibit  displaying  various  works  of  art  by  area  high 
sohool  students.  The  art  Inoludos  paintings  along  tho  walls  os  woll  as  othor  works, 
such  as  pottery.  The  now  exhibit  will  bo  opon  through  Nov.  23  and  will  opon  again  on 
Nov.  28  through  Dec.  2. 


Be  In  Demand. 

Stay  In  Command. 


“As  far  as  the  pay  is  concerned, 

I know  people  who  have  gone 

to  college  for  four  years  who 
don't  make  as  much  money  as 
I do.  Ten  years  ago  when  I first 
pined  the  trades,  my  salary 
inoeased  over  three  times  of 
what  I was  making  before. 
It  changed  my  life  completely/’ 
Palmer  Sanders 
Chicago  District  Council 
Journeyworker  Laborer 


The  TRCA  is  committed 
to  increasing  ski!!  levels. 
You'!!  receive  a high  degree 
©f  high  tech  education. 


• Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

• Earn-While-You-Learn 
continuing  educational 
process. 

• Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels. 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a career? 

The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance  helps  you 
to  take  command  of  your  future  with  a career 
in  the  local  union  construction  trades  where  you 
can  eam-while-you-leam. 

Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security,  and  a life- 
time of  learning. 

Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command.  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades  at 

www.threerca.com. 


Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 


www.threerca.com 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 


The  Alliance  That  Works. 
Together. 


(•LECETd 


Keep  going. 


Apply  the  credits  you  already  have  to  earn  your  bachelor's  degree  and 
get  on  the  road  to  a rewarding  career  In  health  care,  teaching,  manage- 
ment, counseling  or  human  resources. 

Choose  from  a variety  of  programs  from  one  of  our  three  colleges: 

• National  College  of  Education 

• College  of  Management  and  Business 

• College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

At  National-Louis  University,  we've  been  serving  the  community  since 
1886,  so  you  know  our  experience  can  help  you  find  the  right  career. 

• Programs  scheduled  one  night  a week 

• Five  Chicagoland  campuses  near  work  or  home 

• Online  programs  you  can  complete  anytime  and  anywhere 

• Small  classes  for  more  personalized  attention 

• Dedicated  faculty  with  real-world  experience 


National-Louis 

University 

888.NLU.TODAY  (658.8632)  • www.nl.edu 
Chicago  • Elgin  • Evanston  • Lisle  • Wheeling 
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Csprlcorn 

Do  not  cat  toast.  Toast  is  your 
enemy.  Toast  will  try  to  act  like  your 
friend,  but  don’t  be  fooled.  Stay 
away  from  toast. 

Ajusrlus 

While  working  at  a farm  just 
outside  of  Morris,  you  will  discover 
n bright  yellow  marker  in  a stack  of 
straw.  It  will  be  the  highlight  of  your 
hay. 

Pisces 

After  getting  your  tooth 
knocked  out  while  kickboxing  with 
your  pet  goldfish,  you  will  be  vis- 
ited by  the  tooth  fairy  in  the  form 
of  Michelangelo  from  the  Teenage 
Mutant  Ninja  Turtles.  He  will  pay 
you  generously  for  your  dental  de- 
feat, but  only  if  you  agree  to  join 
him  for  pizza  in  the  sewer 

iflrles 

After  eating  too  much  Thanks- 
giving dinner,  you  will  fall  asleep 
in  the  middle  of  the  living  room 
floor.  You  will  dream  that  you  are 
being  attacked  by  a flock  of  fat,  ir- 
ritating turkeys  dial  won’t  slop  gob- 
bling. When  you  wake  up,  you  will 
find  that  it  wus  just  your  relatives. 

fsurus 

Tomorrow  morning,  you  will 
wake  up  and  have  the  sudden  urge 
to  become  a writer  for  the  Blazer. 
Still  in  your  choice  or  sleepwear, 
you  will  jump  into  your  automobile 
and  speed  to  campus.  You  will  burst 
into  the  office  and  announce  that 
you  would  like  to  cover  nny  stories 
available.  That’s  right.  You  will. 
You  know  you  wnnt  to. 


(Jemtot 

When  you  leam  that  it’s  not  a 
good  idea  to  roast  marshmallows  in 
your  toaster,  you  will  embark  on  a 
journey  to  Target  to  find  a replace- 
ment for  your  sticky  appliance.  Next 
to  the  shopping  carts,  you  will  find 
a group  of  hobos,  who  will  teach 
you  the  proper  technique  of  roast- 
ing a marshmallow.  Oh  yeah,  and  a 
few  days  later,  you’re  gonna  fall  off 
a cliff.  But  that’s  not  really  impor- 
tant. 

While  walking  down  Michigan 
A\d.,  you  will  be  attacked  by  a pack 
of  angry  Giihuahuas.  You  will  duck 
into  an  alley  for  safety,  only  to  dis- 
cover a hidden  novelty  shop,  After 
buying  a Pit  Bull  mask,  you  will 
scare  the  living  crap  out  of  those 
mangy  lap-dogs!  Retribution  will  be 
yours! 

Leo 

You  will  lake  a vacation  to  the 
Netherlands  for  three  months. 
While  touring  the  countryside,  you 
will  come  to  a village  outside  of 
Amsterdam.  The  villagers  will  make 
you  a pair  of  custom  built  wooden 
shoes.  Sadly,  your  feet  will  get  stuck 
in  them  and  you  will  spend  the  rest 
of  your  life  in  those  heavy  Dutch 
clodhoppers. 

Vlr&o 

Remember,  when  you  decide  lo 
become  a pirute  after  you  get  out  of 
school,  stock  up  on  fruit  for  the  voy- 
age. We  wouldn't  wont  you  to  catch 
scurvy!  AanrrmTggghhhhh! 


Do  YOU  LIKE 
TO  WRITE? 
WOULD  YOU 
LIKE  TO  SEE 
YOUR  WORK  IN 
THE  PAPER? 

Contact  the 

Blazer  at 
BLAZERMAIL@ 
JJC.EDU 


Seasonal  Part-Time  Package  Handlers 

■ Earn  $8.50  per  hour,  with  potential  for  permanent 
job  placement  in  the  New  Year 

• Consistent  Work  Schedule 

• Weekly  Paychecks 

• Weekends  6 Holidays  Olf 


UPS  Hodgkins 

1-55  & 1-294  • South  Suburbs 

Sunrise  Shift  • 4am  - 9am 
Day  Shift  • 10am  - 3pm 
Twilight  Shift  • 5pm  - 10pm 
Night  Shift  • 10pm  - 3am 

Shift  times  are  approximate  For  more  information  about  Seasonal  Part-Time 
Package  Handler  jobs  and  the  UPS  Earn  and  learn*  Program  offered  through 
Joliet  Junior  College,  please  contact  Essence  Brass  at:  708-387-3471  or  visit: 
www.upsjobs.com/chicago  • Access  Code:  4404. 


Star  Wars  Episode  3: 
The  end  of  a beginning 


Lifers 

You  will  take  a trip  to  IKEA  to 
buy  a new  desk  to  replace  the  one 
your  cat  destroyed.  When  you  can’  i 
decide  between  the  GUSTAV, 
TOVIK.  and  FLARKE  styles,  you 
will  freak  out  and  start  running 
around  the  store  screaming  random 
Swedish  gibberish. 

Scorpio 

When  you  go  to  the  zoo,  do 
NOT  go  into  the  aviary!  All  the 
birds  have  a horrible  case  of  diar- 
rhea, and  you've  got  ‘target’  writ- 
ten all  over  you! 

$9|tttsrlus 

Don't  forget,  find  a new  job 
this  week.  Muke  some  money  and 
get  new  clothes!  The  mall  has 
stopped  accepting  paperclips  and 
bits  of  string  as  payment. 


Staff  Writer 

The  Star  Wars  saga  has  drawn 
to  an  end  with  Revenge  of  the  Sith. 
We  see  the  end  of  the  Clone  Wars 
and  the  fall  of  the  Jedi  Order. 
Anakin  Skywalker  (Hayden 
Christensen)  begins  to  turn  to  the 
dark  side,  turning  against  his  men- 
tor and  friend  Obi-Wan  Kenobi 
(Ewan  McGregor)  and  joining  The 
Emperor  (lan  McDiarmid)  lo  be- 
come Darth  Vader. 

The  movie  is  completely  awe- 
some. The  color  and  images  are 
done  really  well  by  ILM,  George 
Lucas’  special  effects  studio.  The 
sound  is  tremendously  done  by  Ben 
Burtt  and  his  sound  crew  at 
Skywalker  Sound. 

Original  music  was  created  by 
renowned  film  composer  John  Wil- 
liams, who  scored  the  rest  of  the 
Star  Wars  films  as  well  as  E.T.  and 
Indiana  Jones. 

From  “Duel  of  The  Fates”  in 
The  Phantom  Menace  to  “Across 
the  Stars”  in  Attack  of  the  Clones  to 
“The  Imperial  March”  in  The  Em- 
pire Strikes  Back , Williams  has  cre- 
ated a piece  of  music  that  serves  as 
a theme  to  each  movie.  “Battle  of 
the  Heroes”  in  Sith  is  awesome  and 
lives  up  to  Williams’  other  works 
in  the  previous  Star  Wars  films. 


There  are  many  special  fea- 
tures on  the  second  disc  of  the  DVD 
set.  “Within  a Minute”  is  a 78- 
minute  documentary  that  shows  all 
the  people  and  work  that  went  into 
the  making  of  the  film,  focusing  on 
a 49-second  sequence:  the  Mustafar 
lightsaber  battle  between  Obi- Wan 
and  Anakin.  There  are  deleted 
scenes  and  other  documentaries 
with  introductions  from  Star  Wars 
scribe  George  Lucas  and  commen- 
tary by  producer  Rick  McCallum. 

The  Star  Wars  saga  is  now 
complete  and  available  to  own.  Fans 
can  now  watch  the  entire  saga  from 
start  to  finish.  Fans  can  now  only 
dream  of  Lucas  making  another  tril- 
ogy:  episodes  7-9. 


Photo  courtesy  of  Lucasfilm 
“Within  A Minute,"  a documentary  on  the  Revenge  of  the  Sith  DVD  shows 
how  the  duel  between  Anakin  Skywalker  and  Obi-Wan  Kenobi  came  to  be. 


TO  LUNCH 


1108  HOUBOLT  RD. 

815.730.6048 


FRESH. 

FAST. 

TASTY. 


JIMMY 

JOHNS 
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‘Good  Night, 


■AM'H.liliMiB 

Entertainment  Writer 

Until  The  Daily  Show , there 
were  two  extremely  important 
events  deeply  embedded  in  llie  his- 
tory of  journalism.  Walter  Cronkite 
returned  from  a visit  to  Vietnam  to 
say,  “This  isn’t  going  to  work."  The 
odier  important  piece  of  journalism 
history  is  Edward  R.  Murrow's 
stance  against  Sen.  Joseph 
McCarthy.  Now  it  can  be  called  one 
of  the  great  cinematic  achievements 
for  this  year  or  any  year,  courtesy 
of  George  Clooney. 

Murrow  (David  StraUiaim)  is 
a CBS  TV  newsman  who,  in  be- 
tween doing  die  hard  news,  is  inter- 
viewing Liberace  about  finding  a 
wife  via  satellite  from  his  new  home 
in  California. 

One  particular  news  story  in- 
volves a pilot  who  has  been  kicked 
out  of  the  Navy  for  being  a security 
risk.  Declared  guilty  widiout  a trial, 
he  had  been  asked  to  denounce  his 
Communist-sympathizing  father 
and  sister  to  stay  on  but  refuses, 
while  all  charges  against  him  have 
been  kept  sealed. 

Despite  opposition  from  CBS 
number-two  man  Sig  Mickelson 

Rating  Key 

. ■ n„. 

Godfather:  Part  2 

■ r.  - The  Return  of 

the  King 

Miss  Congeniality 
2:  Armed  & Fabulous 
^ 2 Fast  2 Furious 
ZERO  STARS  Batman  A 
Robin 


(Jeff  Daniels)  about  losing  adver- 
tising, Murrow  and  producer  Fred 
Friendly  (Clooney)  decide  to  con- 
front this  situation  and,  ultimately, 
McCarthy  himself. 

Murrow  suspects  that 
McCarthy  may  have  had  something 
to  do  with  the  pilot's  dismissal  and 
worries  that  his  closed  hearings  and 
theatrical  criticisms  both  hide  the 
fact  that  he  has  no  real  proof  and 
are  eroding  people's  civil  liberties. 
McCarthy  shoots  back,  accusing 
Murrow  of  being  unpatriotic  and 
having  ties  to  the  Communist  party. 
Marrow's  actions  brought  down 
McCarthy's  tyrannical  ways,  lead- 
ing to  his  censure  from  the  Senate. 

Good  Night,  and  Good  Luck  is 
brilliant  in  its  performances  and  cin- 
ematography. StraUiaim  is  the  heart 


and  soul  of  this  film,  embodying  the 
man  who  culled  McCarthy's  bluff 
Strathairn's  delivery  matches 
Murrow’s  perfectly,  giving  audi- 
ences the  sense  of  watching  the 
original  newsman. 

Adding  to  that  illusion  is  Good 
Night  being  filmed  in  black  and 
white,  and  with  just  a teeny  bit  of 
graininess,  it  looks  as  though  you 
ure  watching  a television  broadcast 
not  just  from  the  1950s  but  us  if  you 
are  in  that  time  period. 

There  are  stark  contrasts  of 
black  and  white  with  very  little 
grays.  This  conveys  the  message 
that,  during  McCarthyism  and  the 
hunt  for  dissidents  in  this  country, 
everything  was  viewed  in  black  und 
white:  you  were  a Communist  or 
you  weren’t. 


Clooney,  in  his  second  direct- 
ing effort  nfler  Confessions  of  a 
Dangerous  Mind,  docs  a brilliant 
job  with  the  use  of  the  black  and 
white,  his  choices  of  cnst,  which 
includes  Robert  Downey  Jr., 
Pulriciu  Clarkson  and  Frank 
Liutgella,  and  his  choice  of  mate- 
rial. He  may  not  seem  like  the  right 
person  to  make  n movie  nlwiut  TV 
news,  but  Clooney’s  futlier,  Nick, 
was  a news  anchor  luid  newspaper 
writer  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  und  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio  from  the  1970s 
through  the  1990s.  Clooney  com- 
mented on  The  Dally  Show  in  hue 
October  during  promotion  for  the 
film  that  he  remembers  growing  up 
and  playing  on  the  floor  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati WKRC  newsroom. 

He  keeps  the  film  focused  on 


the  subject  matter  at  hand.  With 
( load  Night  being  only  90  minutes, 
it  doesn't  rush  through  everything 
but  also  doesn't  dwell  too  long  on 
each  point.  Hie  re  are  only  a few 
subplots  that  do  not  deter  from  the 
subject  at  hand:  Murrow  vs. 
McCarthy.  The  film  paces  through 
events  und  gets  to  the  point  quickly 
enough  and  with  enough  detail, 

Good  Night,  and  Good  Diek  is 
named  for  the  ending  phrase  to 
Murrow's  news  program  “See  It 
Now"  and  has  such  relevancy  to 
present  times,  with  many  people- 
viewing  Bush  and  his  administra- 
tion in  a McCarthy-like  role,  accus- 
ing those  who  criticize  them  of  be- 
ing unpatriotic. 

Bui  lei  iluu  not  sway  you  from 
seeing  this  film  with  a hrillinnt  per- 
formance from  Stratliaim  and  tre- 
mendous direction  by  Clooney 
about  a journalist  who  stood  up 
against  a bully,  with  one  thing  on 
his  side:  the  truth. 


good  night, 
and  good  luck. 


and  Good  Luck’  showcases  best  of  journalism,  cinema 


Photo  Courtesy  of  Warnor  Indopondont  Pictures 

David  Strathairn  plays  CBS  news  anchor  Edward  R.  Murrow  In  Good  Night,  and  Good  Luck. 


Rated  PG  ( for  mild  thematic 
elements  and  brief 
language) 

Directed  by:  George 
Clooney 

Starring:  David  Strathairn, 
George  Clooney,  Robert 
Downey  Jr.,  Patricia 
Clarkson,  Jeff  Daniels, 
Frank  Langella 

Now  playing  in  select 
theaters 


Spring  2006  Books 
Available  Online  & In-Store 
Monday , December  5,  2005 


Great  Holiday 
Gift  Ideas  & 
Decorations 
Available  Nowl 


Fall  2005  General  Book  Buyback  Coming  In  December! 
Main  Campus  Bookstore 
Thursday,  December  8th  - 8:00  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday,  December  9tlt  - 8:00  am  to  3:00  pm 
Saturday,  December  10th  - 9:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
Monday  thru  Thursday,  December  12th  - 15th  8:00  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday,  December  1 6th  - 8:00  am  to  2:00  pm 
North  Campus  - Wednesday,  December  Nth  6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 
D/Mall  Concourse  - Monday  thru  Thursday,  December  12th  - 1 5th 
9:00  am  to  4:00  pm 


J/Building  Across  from  the  Service  Center  & Registration 
Monday  - Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday:  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 
Phone:  818-280-6767  Email:  books1orefajjc.edu 
On  the  Web:  mnv.jjcbookstore.com 


Staff  Writer 

Need  something  to  do  while 
taking  some  days  off  for  Thanksgiv- 
ing? Or.  are  you  going  to  need  a 
break  from  studying  for  your  ex- 
ams? Well  here’s  a list  of  new  mov- 
ies coming  out  within  the  next 
month  that  might  let  you  clear  your 
head  a little. 

King  Kong 

A film  director  (Jack  Black) 
decides  to  film  his  next  big  movie 
on  a mysterious  island  in  the  1930s. 
Skull  Island  is  known  to  contain  a 
mythological  giant  gorilla  named 
Kong.  When  the  director,  his  crew 
and  explorers  arrive  there,  they  find 
many  extraordinary  creatures  living 
in  a gigantic  jungle.  They  also  find 
Kong  to  be  real  and  a lot  of  crea- 
tures protecting  him.  Kong  becomes 
very  attracted  to  a beautiful  woman 
(Naomi  Watts),  which  is  used  to  lure 
him  to  New  York.  Set  for  release 
on  Dec.  14. 


Just  Friends 

In  this  romantic  comedy,  Chris 
Brandcr  (Ryan  Reynolds)  tries  to 
woo  his  best  friend  from  high 
school,  Jamie  Palumino  (Amy 
Smart),  who  hud  told  him  they  were 
“just  friends"  10  ycurs  before.  In 
liigli  school,  Briuider  was  the  fat  kid 
everyone  made  fun  of,  but  Jamie 
was  the  hottest  girl  in  school  und 
his  best  friend.  When  Brundcr  re- 
turns to  his  hometown  ufter  10 
years,  he  brings  along  his  assign- 
ment, turning  a spoiled  brat  (Anna 
Faris)  into  a pop  star.  Will  die  pop 
star,  who  also  is  Brunder's  ex.  ruin 
his  attempts  to  break  the  "just 
friends"  code  Jamie  has  put  up?  Set 
for  release  on  Nov.  23. 

Memoirs  of  a Geisha 

The  only  way  for  a woman  in 
Japan  to  become  wealthy  and  inde- 
pendent is  to  become  a geisha.  Gei- 
shas are  to  entertain  professional  or 
social  gatherings  of  men.  Chiyo 
(Zhang  Ziyi)  was  born  a peasant 
child,  and  at  the  age  of  nine,  she  was 
sold  to  a geisha  house  as  servant. 


Her  beauty  captured  the  eye  of  a 
geisha  trainer,  Mumeliu,  (Michelle 
Yeolt),  and  she  is  lukcii  away  from 
the  geisha  house  to  train.  She  be- 
comes the  most  legendary  geisha  in 
the  nation,  tulenlcd  in  all  areas,  in- 
cluding conversation,  dunce  und  the 
attraction  from  every  man.  How- 
ever, World  Wur  II  may  keep  her 
from  being  with  the  only  man  she 
truly  loves.  Set  for  release  on  Dee. 

9. 

Tran.samcrica 

Malc-to-femule  (runssexuul 
Brcc  (Felicity  Huffmun).  bus  one 
more  operation  to  go  before  she  will 
become  the  true  woman  she  wishes 
to  be.  She  suddenly  receives  a 
phone  cull  from  her  unknown  17- 
ycar-old  son  (Kevin  Zegers),  who 
needs  to  he  bailed  out  of  jail.  She 
reluctantly  uses  the  money  for  her 
last  operation  to  bail  him  out,  Bree 
takes  her  son  on  a road  trip  back 
home,  where  they  discover  new 
things  about  euch  other  and,  most 
importantly,  themselves.  Set  for  re- 
lease on  Dec.  2. 
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Yemi’s  NBA  killer  six  Wolves  teams  split  at  tournament 


Adeyemi  Odetunde 


Writer 


Basketball  fever  has  begun, 
with  two  questions  on  every  fan’s 
mind:  Who's  the  best  and  are  they 
going  to  make  it  to  the  show?  Well, 
just  so  you,  the  fun,  aren’t  out  of  the 
loop  ,(lum-(l a h- d ah-  d u in 
here’s... the  killer  six: 

I Detroit  Pistons 
This  issue's  number  one  goes 
to  Detroit  (6-0),  which  boasts  the 
hottest  starting  five  in  the  league. 
Chuunccy  Billups  may  be  the  most 
underrated  point  guard  the  league 
has  seen  in  over  10  years  and  Ben 
Wallace  may  be  the  greatest 
rebounder  since  Dennis  Rodman. 
Detroit  will  be  one  of  the  top  teams 
to  beat  this  season,  with  the  rest  of 
die  NBA  struggling  to  keep  up. 

2.  Indians!  Pnccrs 
Well,  well,  well,  we’ve  come 
to  number  two.  This  issue's  second 
spot  goes  to  none  other  than  the  in- 
corrigible Ron  Artest  and  his  Indi- 
ana Pacers  (4-2).  With  a core  that 
has  been  formed  und  bnsicully  in- 
tact for  a quarter  of  a decade,  this 
year's  Pacers  boast  a team  built  on 
defense. 


3.  San  Antonio  Spurs 

This  year,  the  world  champion 

San  Antonio  Spurs  have  trans- 
formed themselves  into  a veritable 
offensive  powerhouse  (like  Duncan 
wasn't  enough)  by  adding  the  quick- 
ness and  court  vision  of  Nick  Van 
Hxel  and  the  raw  scoring  ability  of 
Michael  Finley  Much  like 
Ludacris’s  hairstyle,  their  games 
should  be  a blowout. 

4.  Phoenix  Suns 

Miami  where's  Miami?  At 
number  six,  that's  where.  Despite 
the  loss  of  dominant  big  man  Amare 
Stoudamire  to  injury,  the  Suns  are 
still  the  most  balanced  team  profes- 
sional sports  have  seen  since,  let’s 
say,  the  Celtics’  dynasty  of  the  ’70s 
and  ‘80s.  Their  toughest  road  will 
pnss  through  San  Antonio. 

5.  Utah  Jazz 

You  heard  right,  not  the  Miami 
Heut,  but  the  Utuh  Jazz.  When 
working  as  u team,  the  frontcourt  of 
Andrei  Kirilenko,  Carlos  Boozer, 
and  Detroit  championship  catalyst 
Mehmel  Okur  can  be  frightening. 
The  Jazz  boast  one  of  the  best  de- 
fenses in  the  league. 

6.  Miami  Heat 

Miumi  fans:  “It’s  about  time.” 
Yeah,  right.  This  year’s  Miami  Heat 
have  already  demonstrated  their 
mediocrity,  which  is  why  they  are 
bottom  of  the  barrel,  proving  them- 
selves to  be  hopeless  when  Shaq- 
less.  If  not  for  Dwayne  Wade,  this 
team  would  be  on  the  short  end  of 
ihe  slick.  End  of  story 


I CAN  BE 
THE  BOSS. 


I CAN  SERVE 
MY  COMMUNITY. 


Learn  to  lead  a company  into  the  future  or  help  those  around  you— or  both — 
at  Dominican  University.  You  can  study  everything  from  business  to  elementary 
education— and  lots  of  other  things  in  between.  There's  a lot  you  want  to  do  in 
life.  With  a great  education  from  Dominican,  you  can. 

Learn  more  about  our  majors,  campuses,  and  great  value  by  contacting  us  at 
708-524-6800  or  domadmis@dom.edu, 


708-524-6800 
708-524-6864  (fax) 

7900  West  Division  Street 
River  Forest,  IL  60305 


DOMINICAN 

UNIVERSITY 

www.ican.dom.edu 


DOMINICAN. 


Men’s  Basketball 


Sports  Editor 

MADISON  — JJC.  the 
nation’s  seventh-ranked  NJCAA 
Division  III  men's  basketball  squad, 
traveled  to  Madison, 

Wis.  Saturday  Nov.  11 
and  came  just  short  of 
winning  the  tournament, 
falling  to  Rochester 
Technical  College 
(Rochester,  Minn.)  85- 
77  in  the  championship 
game. 

Sophomores  Larry 
McGee  and  Will 
Stephenson  led  the  way 
in  both  of  their  games 
for  the  Wolves.  In  the 
first  game,  an  85-73  win 
over  Gogebic  Commu- 
nity College  (Ironwood,  Mich),  the 
duo 


season  in  which  he  had  1 8 double- 
doubles and  won  numerous  awards 
in  recognition  of  his  success. 

Stephenson  is  a transfer  from 
Oukton  Community  College. 

“Will's  ability  to  play  over  the 


UPCOMING  MEN’S  BASKETBALL 
HOME  GAMES 


Nov.  25-26  - JJC  Thanksgiving  Tournament 
Nov.  29  - College  of  Lake  County 
Dec.  6 - Oakton  Community  College 
Dec.  8 - Lake  Michigan  College 


Stephenson  added  13  points 
and  12  rebounds. 

McGee  got  his  coach’s  atten- 
tion with  his  tournament  perfor- 
mance. 

“He  played  extremely  well." 

said  Kuhn,  the  sec- 
ond-winningest 
coach  in  JJC  history 
with  a record  of  171- 
96.  “Obviously,  we 
would  like  to  be  un- 
defeated now,  but  if 
we  can  leam  from  this 
and  make  correc- 
tions, it  will  be  all 
right.” 

JJC  moves  to  2- 
1 on  the  season. 


something  we  did  not  have 
llie  front  line  combined  for  last  year,”  said  head  coach  Joe 


43  points  (McGee  25.  Stephenson 
18)  and  25  rebounds  (Stephenson 
13,  McGee  12). 

McGee  is  the  only  reluming 
player  from  last  year  s national  run- 
ner-up squad  and  is  coining  off  a 

Women’s  Basketball 


Kuhn.  “It’s  a pretty  good  front 
line.” 

In  the  tournament  final,  the  duo 
came  to  play  again.  McGee  was  a 
force  in  the  paint,  scoring  16  points 
and  collecting  16  rebounds. 


Writer  | 

MADISON  - The  Lady 
Wolves  basketball  team  traveled  to 
Madison,  Wis.,  for  the  Madison 
Tech  Tournament  Nov.  11  and  came 
within  3 points  of  win- 
ning the  tournament. 

They  won  the  first 
game  against  Gogebic 
Community  College 
with  ease,  by  the  final 
tally  of  91-36. 

"In  our  first  game 
of  the  tournament,  we 
came  out  energized,” 
said  head  coach  Tony 
Giese. 

“We  wore  them 
(Gogebic)  down  over 
the  whole  game  with 
our  transition  style  of 
play.  It  was  a good  team  win.” 

Heather  Graefnitz  had 
a game  and  senson  high  of  33  points 
in  the  win,  and  Erica  Lee  chipped 
in  with  1 8 points.  The  ladies  looked 


well  going  into  the  championship 
game  against  the  hometown  team. 

"I  knew  that  they  (Madison 
Tech)  were  going  to  be  gunning  for 
me,"  said  Graefnitz. 

“I  also  knew  that  I was  going 


UPCOMING  WOMEN’S  BASKETBALL 

HOME  GAMES 

Nov.  25-26  - JJC  Thanksgiving  Tournament 
Dec.1  - Waubonsee  Community  College 
Dec.  3 - Danville  Community  College 
Dec.  6 - Oakton  Community  College 


to  have  to  work  extra  hard  to  get 
open  and  make  my  shots  when  I got 
the  chance  and  that  I needed  to  rely 
on  my  teammates  to  help  me  out." 

In  the  championship  game,  the 


Competing  in 

games  and  tourna- 
ments will  give  the  Wolves  time  to 
gel  loose  ends  tied  up  before  they 
begin  conference  play  after  the  holi- 
day break. 

The  Wolves  will  compete  in  the 
Morton  College  Tournament  Nov. 
18-19.  They  will  return  home  to  host 
the  JJC  Thanksgiving  Tournament. 


Lady  Wolves  put  up  a hard  fight 
against  the  tournament  host,  Madi- 
son Tech,  one  of  the  top  ten  junior 
college  teams  in  the  country. 

Madison  Tech  edged  out  the 
Lady  Wolves  in  nail-biter  fashion, 
winning  the  champi- 
onship by  a slim 
three-point  margin, 
71-68. 

“Although  we 
played  well  against  a 
top-ranked  team,  we 
still  are  not  clicking 
on  all  cylinders,"  said 
Giese. 

“However,  it’s 
still  early  in  the  sea- 
son, and  we  are  look- 
ing forward  to  play- 
ing better  toward  to 
end  of  the  season,  es- 
pecially as  the  conference  tourna- 
ment arrives." 


See  WOMEN  on 
page  11 


CONTINUE  YOUR 


RJOUiMU 

q brightTuture,  and  os  * * 


ATUSF 


ur  education  is  a journey  toward  independence  and  o brightfi 
transfer  student  you  already  hove  a great  start.  By  enrolling  in  USF,  you 
a world  where  you  will  challenge  yourself  to  grow  and  discover  with  o 
ly  of  learners  just  lilre  you. 


At  USF  you  will  find: 

• A values  based  education- with 
more  than  60  undergraduate  areas 
of  study 

• A strong  sense  of  family 

• Generous  scholarships  specifically 
for  transfer  students 


Completely  renovated  residence 
hall  with  wireless  access,  study 
lounges,  private  courtyard  and 

Connections  between  the 
classroom  and  the  real  world 


Cal!  us  today  at 
(800)  735-7500  or 
visit 

w.stfrancis.edu/admissions 


Engaging  mind  and  spirit  ~ 


UNIVERSITY  OF 

ST.  FRANCIS 
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Athletes  In  their  own  words 


JJC  Men’s  Soccer  Team 
The  rapid  growth  of  soccer  in 
America,  particularly  at  the  youth 
level,  is  a cultural  phenomenon — 
n exceptional  and  significant  oc- 
currence that  is  only  now  being 
recognized,  analyzed  and  inter- 
preted by  those  who  follow  sports. 

Soccer  holds  promise  of  af- 
fecting our  characters,  our  fami- 
lies, our  communities,  our  coun- 
try. and  perhaps  one  day,  our  in- 
ternational relations. 

Unfortunately,  this  growth 
and  participation  is  often  ignored 
r overshadowed  by  the  media's 
barometer  of  the  value  of  a sport 
n our  country  and  the  strength  of 
the  professional  franchises,  and 
here,  we  are  hurting. 

I grew  up  with  soccer  in  Ni- 
geria, taught  by  a professional 
soccer  player,  and  I can  remem- 
ber endless  conversations  begin- 
ning in  America,  “So  you’re  a soc- 
cerplayer — how  is  it  played?"  and 
£ndin£i>_|Butjrs_sti^ 


sport!" 

Yes,  it's  a foreign  sport.  Go 
around  the  world  today.  Soccer  is 
number-one  sport  played  on  this 
planet — in  Africa,  Europe.  Asia, 
Australia,  and  South  America. 

In  America  is  where  I see  that 
soccer  hus  been  ignored  by  the  me- 
diu  and  by  people.  Come  to  Africa 
and  Europe,  and  wherever  you  go, 
soccer  is  there:  in  Nigeria,  Mo- 
rocco. Spain,  England,  and  in  so 
many  other  places. 

Kids  need  heroes — we  all 
know  this  from  our  own  childhoods. 
And  my  heroes  were  professional 
athletes  in  soccer  and  baseball. 

Similarly,  communities  need 
identification  with  their  profes- 
sional franchises  if  they  hope  to  at- 
tract sustained  fan  support. 

American  kids  need  American 
heroes.  We  have  them  in  baseball, 
football,  and  basketball,  but  not  yet 
in  soccer. 

The  media  has  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  educate  the  American  pub- 
lic on  the  "world’s  sport,"  yet  they 
have  failed  to  grasp  the  essence,  the 
nuances  of  the  game. 

Prejudiced  by  the  rules,  lan- 
guage and  principles  of  other  pro- 
fessional sports,  and  imbued  with  a 
false  sense  that  what  Americans 
^vanMrUhei^s^orts^ 


tistics  and  scoring,  the  sportscast- 
ers  have  tended  to  deride  soccer 
as  boring,  unimaginative,  slow  and 
unexciting. 

It  is  like  going  to  a bullfight, 
and  that’s  our  problem — because 
of  ignorance  of  the  game,  our 
sportscastcrs  continue  to  look  for 
the  wrong  thing  in  soccer. 

Even  television  cameramen, 
in  contrast  to  foreign  telecasts  of 
soccer,  don't  know  what  to  look 
for  in  a match,  missing  most  of  the 
subtle  movements  "off  the  bull,” 
as  wc  say.  They  focus  on  either 
goals  or  scoring  opportunities,  and 
then  they  deride  the  sport  as  dull. 

1 don’t  believe  the  media's 
misunderstanding  of  soccer  is  fun- 
damentally malicious,  but  it  does 
relate  to  ignorance  of  the  sport’s 
artistry  and  style. 

The  only  thing  left  for  us  to 
do  is  to  find  a way  to  circumvent 
the  way  various  people  look  nt  the 
sport  of  soccer  by  fixing  our  soc- 
cer fields,  like  JJC’s  soccer  field, 
which  is  the  worst  soccer  field  I 
have  ever  seen  since  I sturted  to 
play  soccer,  and  by  teaching  our 
kids  from  their  early  childhood  by 
giving  them  u soccer  ball  und  by 
putting  them  in  u soccer  team  to 
make  them  know  more  about  the 
game. 


Scorebcard 


FOOTBALL 

RECORD  MFC  PF  PA  .PCT 


6-5 


4-4  191  205.545 


Nov.  20  - GRAPHIC  EDGE 
BOWL  - UNI  DOME  (Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa) 

JJC  (6-5)  vs.  North  Dakota  State 
College  of  Science  (4-6). 

For  ticket  information,  contact 
the  JJC  Athletic  Office  at  280- 
2431 

Directions  to  CNl-Domc 
From  Joliet  drive  west  on 
Interstate  80  (approximately  1 16 
miles). 

Turn  onto  North-bound  Interstate 
380  (approximately  50  miles). 
Turn  onto  West-bound  US-20 
(approximately  10  miles). 

Exit  US-20  and  turn  right 
(North)  onto  Hudson  Road  (Exit 
224). 

The  UNI  Dome  is  on  your  left  at 
the  fourth  stoplight  (27,h  Street). 

VOLLEYBALL 

RECORD  N4C 


13-16  4-4 

Region  IV  Tournament 


Nov.  4 - The  JJC  volleyball  team 
was  defeated  in  the  first  round  of 
the  Region  IV'Division  III 


volleyball  tournament  by  Rock 
Vullcy  College  by  u score  of  30- 
25.  30-27,  30-21.  JJC  was  led 
by  Emily  Solo  with  12  kills  and 
Erica  Slramel  with  31  assists. 
Courtney  Sweat  recorded  20 
digs,  while  Soto  added  16  digs. 

MEN’S 

BASKETBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 


!- 1 


0-0 


Nov.  12  - Rochester  Tech 

College  85.  JJC  77 

Nov.  1 1 - JJC  85,  Gogebic  CC 

73 

Nov.  1 - JJC  77.  Olivet 
Nazarcne  U.  JV  71 


WOMEN’S 

BASKETBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 

2-2  0-0  3 

Nov.  12  - Madison  Tech  Col.  71 
JJC  68 

Nov.  11  - JJC  91.  Gogebic  CC 
36 

Nov.  8 - Ilinois  Valley  CC  70, 

iK  62 

Nov.  1 JJC  95.  Prairie  St.  31 


Lady  Wolves  spiked  by  RVC  in  Region  IV  Tournament  play 


Staff  Writer 


GRAYSLAKE  -The  Lady 
Wolves  wrapped  up  a disappoint- 
ing season  with  a loss  to  Rock  Val- 
ley College  in  the  first  round  of  the 
Region  IV  Division  III  volleyball 
tournament  Nov.  4 at  College  of 
Lake  County  (Grayslake,  111.). 

Harper  College  (Palatine,  111.) 
won  the  tournament. 

Over  the  course  of  the  Lady 
Wolves’  season,  there  had  been 
subtle  bright  spots,  but  those  shin- 
ing moments  ended  up  being  over- 
shadowed by  inexperience. 

The  Lady  Wolves  were  domi- 
nated by  Rock  Valley  College 
(Rockford,  111  ),  their  sole  opponent 
in  the  playoffs,  by  a score  of  30-25, 
30-27,  30-21. 

Head  Coach  Emily  Marino, 
despite  the  season’s  outcome,  does 
express  hope  for  next  season. 

"It  was  a disappointing  loss;  we 
weren’t  able  to  execute,"  said 
Marino.  Execution  issues  have 


plagued  the  Lady  Wolves  all  sea- 
son, escalated  by  the  youth  of  the 
team,  with  the  small  faction  of  vet- 
eran-experience unable  to  elevate  • 
the  Wolves  to  their  expected  pla- 
teau. 

“We  fell  we  knew  Rock 
Valley's  game  plan,  but  we 
struggled  to  get  our  offense  going." 


“Wc  felt  wc  knew  Rock 
Valley’s  game  plan,  hut  wc 
struggled  to  get  our 
offense  going.” 

- Coach  Emily  Marino 


Emily  Soto  had  12  kills  and  16 
digs,  while  Erica  Stramel  chipped 
in  31  assists  in  the  match.  Courtney 
Sweat  added  20  digs. 

Soto  was  named  the  N4C  con- 
ference MVP,  and  was  selected  to 
all-region  and  all-toumameni  teams. 

JJC  finishes  their  season  with 


a 13-16  overall  record  and  a 4-4 
N4C  conference  record. 

While  the  previous  Lady 
Wolves  squad  boasted  only  a single 
player  who  made  any  of  the  three 
all-regional  teams,  this  yenr's  team 
yielded  two.  Emily  Soto,  who  was 
2004  Second  Team  All-Conference 
and  one  of  the  hardest  hitters  in  the 
conference,  was  named  First  Team 
All-Region. 

Rebecca  Stover,  who  should 
return  to  lead  next  year's  squad  and 
was  a dominating  defender  all  sea- 
son, was  also  named  First  Team  All- 
Region. 

“I  will  look  to  Becky  to  play  n 
key  role  with  her  leadership  skills 
next  season,"  said  Marino. 

Marino  is  already  cugcrly  pre- 
paring for  next  season,  expecting  10 
returning  players  from  this  year's 
squad. 

Ten  players  should  return  to  the 
JJC  spotlight  next  year,  Rebcccu 
Stover,  Courtney  Sweat,  Amber 
Howell.  Erin  Novakand  Melissa 
Raddatz  stand  out  as  future  starters. 


Photo  courtooy  ot  JJC  Athlottc  Dapartmont 


Emily  Soto  (loft)  and  Erin  Novak  attempt  to  block  an  oppont's  spike  In  a 
match  at  homo  this  season.  Soto  playod  hor  last  game  for  JJC  Nov.  4. 
Coach  Marino  hopos  that  Novak  will  roturn  to  play  hor  sophomoro  yoar. 


WOMEN  continued  from  page  10 


The  top  scorer  for  the  Lady 
Wolves  was  Lee  with  18  points. 
Stacy  Labuhn  had  double-double 
performance  with  16  points  and  10 
assists.  Graefnitz  put  up  13  points 
and  Meaghan  Price  rounded  up  the 
top  scorers  with  12  points. 

“So  far,  our  sophomore  lead- 
ership has  really  stepped  up,”  said 
Giese,  “but  every  kid  on  our  team 
has  a workman  mentality  and  battles 
her  butt  off.  Our  system  is  meant  as 
a team  system;  everyone  takes  shots, 
passes  the  ball  and  stays  involved.” 

Prior  to  the  tournament,  the 
Lady  Wolves  traveled  to  non-con- 
ference opponent  Prairie  State  Col- 
lege, a school  with  a brand  new  pro- 
gram. 

The  Lady  Wolves  dominated 
Prairie  State  95-32.  Deanna 
Tidwell  led  the  team  in  scoring  with 


24  points.  Graefnitz  added  22 
points  and  Price,  Lee  and  Kim 
Ferguson  pul  up  12  points  each. 
Tidwell  also  grabbed  2 1 boards  and 
7 steals. 

The  next  game  and  last  prepa- 
ration game  before  the  tournament, 
the  Lady  Wolves  went  on  the  road 
play  to  non-conference  opponent 
Illinois  Valley  Community  College 

After  a hard-fought  game,  the 
ladies  fell  to  Eagles  by  a score  of 
70-62.  Lee  led  the  way  for  the 
Wolves  scoring  18  points  and 
Graefnitz  put  up  13  points  in  the 
losing  effort. 

JJC  split  in  the  tournament, 
just  as  their  couterpart.  the  men's 
team  did. 

The  Lady  Wolves  will  return 
home  for  a siring  of  five  home 
games  beginnig  Nov.  25. 


EAyrau-J  Illinois  University  ' 


Because  transfer  students  are  EIU,  too! 

To  team  more  about  why  Eastern  Bnois  University  is  the  perfect  piaoe  to  continue  your 
education,  cal  our  Transfer  Relations  ott  o today  at  (800)  252-5711.  cr  visit  us  on  the 

Web  at  www.eiu.edu/-transfer  You  ! be  Qter)  you  dd. 


Here's  a short  list  of  what  Eastern  offors: 

• M acceptance  of  the  Ilinois  A/tiadation  Initiative  and  the  associate  in  arts  (M),  associate  in  fine  arts  (AFA), 
associate  in  science  (AS)  and  assocate  in  science  and  arts  (ASA)  degrees 

an  average  class  size  ot  22  students 
• Courses  taught  by  facutty  committed  to  student  success 

• One  of  America's  Best  Colleges  as  reported  lor  the  fifth  straight  year  by  U.S.Nms  & Work!  Report 


Eastern  is  serious  about  our  commitment  to  transter  students  - you  make  up  35  percent  of  our  student 
population!  So.  you  give  us  the  next  couple  o(  years,  and  we’ll  give  you  a life.  While  you're  here,  you'll  gel 
an  education  from  a (acuity  who  take  their  part  ot  the  commitment  very  seriously.  Plus,  you'll  get  friends 
and  dubs  and  an  incredible  start  on  your  successful  future. 
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Sports 

November  16.  2005 


SET  ‘EM  UP, 
KNOCK  ‘EM  DOWN 

Wolves  to  go  howling  in  Iowa  against  MFC  foe  North  Dakota 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 

Head  coach  Bob  MacDougall,  10-5  In  bowl  games,  and  the  Wolves  will  play  North  Dakota  State  College  of 
Science  Nov.  20  in  the  Graphic  Edge  Printing  Bowl  at  the  UNI-Dome  in  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 


Sports  Editor 

The  JJC  football  team  (6-5)  has 
locked  up  a berth  in  the  Graphic 
Edge  Printing  Bowl  by  virtue  of 
their  17-10  first  round  playoff  win 
Oct.  29  over  Harper  College. 

The  Wolves  will  travel  to  Ce- 
dar Falls,  Iowa,  for 
a rematch  with  the 
Wildcats  of  North 
Dakota  Slate  Col- 
lege of  Science  (4- 
6)  on  Nov.  20  at  the 
University  of  North- 
ern Iowa's  UNI- 
Domc. 

In  their  last 
meeting,  the  Wolves 
defeated  the  Wild- 
cats 15- 12  in  a Mid- 
west Football  Con- 
ference game,  Oct. 

1,  at  Joliet  Memo- 
rial Stadium. 

The  team  mem- 
bers were  excited 
when  they  were 
told,  following  the 
second-round  MFC 
playoff  loss  to  third- 
ranked  Grand  Rap- 
ids Community  College,  that  they 
had  been  invited  to  the  bowl  game. 
They  were  thrilled  about  the  con- 
tinuation of  their  season. 

When  asked  how  excited  his 
players  and  coaches  were  with  the 
bowl  invite,  JJC  head  coach  Bob 
MacDougall  said,  “Very  much  so. 
You  know,  it's  an  honor  and  a 
treat. . .in  recognition  of  a good  sea- 
son. There  are  only  seven  or  eight 
bowl  games  for  junior  college  foot- 
ball. and  it’s  an  honor  to  be  one  of 
the  14  or  15  teams  nationally  that 
are  chosen  to  go.  You  don’t  want  to 
end  a season  with  a loss.  This  is 
another  chance  (to  go  out  on  a win- 
ning note)." 

The  Wolves  know  that  North 
Dakota  will  bring  everything  they 
have  to  the  game. 

“If  you  look  at  their  scores,  they 
have  played  everybody  tough  and 


played  everybody  well," 
MacDougall  said  of  North  Dakota. 
'The  first  time  we  played  them,  the 
score  was  15-12,  so  I expect  this  to 
be  an  outstanding  game,  too.  We  are 
two  teams  that  are  pretty  well  bal- 
anced with  talent.  The  have  an  out- 
standing running  back  and  a strong 
defense." 


Photo  courtesy  of  University  of  Northern  Iowa 


GAME  INFO.: 

Who:  JJC  Wolves  (6-5) 
vs.  North  Dakota  State 
College  of  Science 
Wildcats  (4-6) 

What:  Graphic  Edge 
Printing  Bowl 
Where:  University  of 
Nothem  Iowa  (Cedar 
Falls,  Iowa), UNI-Dome 
When:  Nov.  20-12  p.m. 


UNI-DOME  FACTS: 

1974:  groundbreaking 
1976:  completion 
$7.5  million:  cost  to  build 
16,324:  seating  capacity  for 
football 

26:  rolls  of  Astroturf 

94:  original  weight  of  roof 

(tons) 

278:  distance  (miles)  from 
JJC 


The  match-up  will  showcase 
the  North  Dakota  offense,  which 
ranked  third  in  the  conference  this 
year  averaging  349.6  yards  per 
game  versus  the  league’s  number 
two  defense  in  JJC,  giving  up  only 
241.5  yards  per  game. 

North  Dakota  has  the  league’s 
second-leading  rusher,  Jerome 
Messam.  Messam  averages  110 
yards  per  game  and  has  scored  7 
touchdowns  this  season.  Messam 
ran  for  1,100  yards  on  the  season, 
16  shy  of  the  league  leader  Leonard 
Curry  of  Grand  Rapids  Community 
College. 

JJC  has  played  with  three  dif- 
ferent running  backs  this  season. 
Limited  by  injur,’.  Matt  Caffey  has 
scored  S rushing  touchdowns  of  his 
own.  averaging  just  over  4 yards  per 
carry  and  71  yards  per  game. 

The  trio  of  Caffey,  Akeem 


Topps  (who  played  for  North  Da- 
kota last  season)  and  Billy  Glover 
has  played  a big  part  in  carrying  this 
team  throughout  the  season. 

The  passing  games  of  both 
teams  are  pretty  even.  Wolves  quar- 
terback Jason  Schluetter  has  thrown 
for  \ ,274  yards  and  1 1 touchdowns 
on  the  year  and  five  interceptions. 

while  Wildcats 
quarterback  Josh 
Kruetner  is  right 
behind  him  with 
1,153  yards  and  8 
touchdowns  and  8 
interceptions. 

The  Wolves 
also  have  a strong 
defense.  Defensive 
coordinator  Jim 
Angsten  and 
standouts  Shaun 
Richardson,  Jamal 
Anderson,  Dante 
Robinson,  Stephen 
Oliver,  Marvin 
Hicks,  and  Lamont 
Thomas,  have  the 
number  one  pass- 
ing and  number 
two  rushing  de- 
fenses in  the 
league. 

In  the  last  meeting  between  the 
conference  foes,  Caffey  led  all  rush- 
ers, netting  138  yards.  Schluetter 
was  12-24  for  125  yards  throwing 
the  ball. 

Linebackers  Anderson,  Byron 
Miles  and  Dave  Robinson  com- 
bined for  28  tackles.  Miles  added  a 
safety  in  the  second  quarter. 

Kicker  Steve  Ivanisevic  was 
successful  on  two  field  goal  at- 
tempts. 

As  a head  coach,  MacDougall 
is  10-5  in  bowl  games. 

“We’ve  played  some  great 
teams,  and  everybody  gears  their 
talent  up  a little  more  when  you  play 
in  a bowl  game,"  he  said. 

A big  turnout  would  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  Wolves.  Sixteen 
sophomores  will  play  in  their  last 
game  for  MacDougall. 


VU  \Hfiy 


Sports  Editor 


On  Sunday,  Nov.  20,  at  12 
p.m.,  the  JJC  football  team  will 
invade  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  to  play 
in  the  Graphic  Edge  Bowl  at  the 
University  of  Northern  Iowa's  UNI 
Dome.  The  Wolves  will  face  off 
against  Midwest  Football  Confer- 
ence member  North  Dakota  State 
College  of  Science. 

In  their  last  meeting,  JJC  de- 
feated North  Dakota  15-12  at 
Joliet  Memorial  Stadium. 

North  Dakota  had  a 4-6  cam- 
paign this  season. 

Coach  Bob  MacDougall 
brings  his  Wolves  into  the  game 
with  a 6-5  record. 

The  record  may  seem  medio- 
cre by  some  standards,  but  the 
newly  created  Midwest  Football 
Conference-in  its  first  year  of  ex- 
istence-was  one  of  the  most  com- 
petitive in  the  nation  this  season. 

Besides  Grand  Rapids  Com- 
munity College,  no  team  was  par- 
ticularly dominant  in  conference 
play. 

At  the  end  of  the  regular  sea- 
son, there  were  three  teams  in  the 
MFC  ranked  in  the  top  20  nation- 
ally. The  Wolves  beat  13th-ranked 
Harper  College  in  the  first  round 
of  playoff  action.  Even  Grand  Rap- 
ids was  beatable,  as  Ellsworth 
Community  College  (Iowa  Falls, 
Iowa)  proved  with  a 24-7  drubbing 
on  Sept.  10. 

The  Wolves  have  played  a 
very  competitive  conference 
schedule  without  losing  their  de- 
termination to  be  competitors.  We 
should  all  support  them  as  they 
play  their  last  game  of  the  season. 

The  UNI  Dome  seats  16,324 
for  football  games.  It  would  be 
nice  to  see  a strong  JJC  contingent 
there  rooting  on  the  Wolves. 

Getting  an  invitation  to  a bowl 
game  is  no  easy  task.  Let’s  show 
the  Wolves  how  proud  we  are  of 
them.  Let’s  show  the  Wolves’  op- 


I & It... 

Take  a road  trip... 

ponent  that  JJC  supports  its  ath- 
letic teams  with  numbers  and  en- 
thusiasm. 

Sixteen  Wolves  will  play  their 
last  game  in  purple  on  Nov.  20.  We 
should  show  them  that  their 
achievements  have  not  gone  unno- 
ticed. 

Some  of  the  players  going  on 
to  four-year  programs  won’t  ever 
play  in  a bowl  game.  We  need  to 
make  this  special  for  them. 

Cedar  Falls  is  a college  town. 
There  are  many  possibilities  for 
fun.  Just  don't  do  anything  illegal! 

Get  your  friends,  get  your  CD 
case,  some  junk  food  and  anything 
purple  you  have  to  wear  and  get  in 
the  car.  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  is  the 
destination. 

There  are  various  websites 
that  will  make  it  easy  for  you  to 
get  directions  to  the  UNI  Dome. 

I will  make  it  easy  for  you: 

From  Joliet,  drive  west  on  In- 
terstate 80  (approximately  116 
miles). 

Turn  onto  North-bound  Inter- 
state 380  (approximately  50 
miles). 

Turn  onto  West-bound  US-20 
(approximately  10  miles). 

Exit  US-20  and  turn  right 
(North)  onto  Hudson  Road  (Exit 
224). 

The  UNI  Dome  is  on  your  left 
at  the  fourth  stoplight  (27lh  Street). 

The  total  driving  time  is  four 
hours  and  25  minutes. 

Come  on,  were  you  seriously 
going  to  do  homework  that  week- 
end anyway?  This  is  college.  One 
of  the  most  fun  things  to  do  in  col- 
lege is  to  go  to  college  football 
games.  You  need  to  take  a break 
from  academics  every  now  and 
then,  and  this  is  a good  excuse. 

I know  I need  a break  after 
writing  my  research  paper  for  En- 
glish. 

This  is  your  school.  This  is  the 
team  representing  JJC.  Show  some 
pride  and  school  spirit.  Get  out 
there  to  the  game,  have  a good 
time,  and  root  for  the  purple  and 
white! 

Coach  Mac  and  the  Wolves 
would  like  nothing  better  than  to 
celebrate  their  season  on  a winning 
note  in  front  of  all  of  their  fans. 


Athletes  of  the  Issue 

Shaun  Richardson 


■ The  sophomore  defensive 

end  from  St.  Louis  was  recently 
named  the  Midwest  Football 
Conference  defensive  MVP. 
“Shaun  is  most  deserving  of  this 
award,”  said  head  football  coach 
Bob  MacDougall.  “He  had  a 
great  sophomore  year  and 
hopes  to  capitalize  on  it  in  the 
bowl  game.” 

Heather  Graefnitz 


Graefnitz,  returning  from  a 
steller  season  when  she  earned 
third-team  all-American,  first- 
team  all-region,  and  second- 
team  all-conference  honors,  has 
averaged  20.5  ppg  in  four  games 
to  start  the  ’05-’06  season  for  the 
Lady  Wolves  basketball  team. 


In  this 
issue  of 
the 

Blazer... 


Ryn  thinks  that  no  news  is 
bad  news,  and  leaves 

everyone 
here  at 
JJC  with 
a holiday 
challenge.. 

(page  2) 


Elementary 
Teachers  of 
Tomorrow  get 
started  on 
their  gift- 
giving to  Early 
Childhood  Center  students. 

(page  6) 


Harry  Potter's  on  firel 
Well,  at  least  his  goblet  isl 
Matt  Sheehan  raves  about 
this  four-star  film... 


Lady  Wolves  come  from 
behind  to 
beat 

| Division  II 
1ST  team 
•jj  Danville 
***  Area  C.C. 

(page  14) 


MacDougall  retires 


Photo  by  Michael  DINovo 

Coach  Bob  MacDougall  gives  Instructions  to  Sean  Alexander  during  the  upset  win  over  Harper  College  Oct.  29. 


EHSimsaaHi 

Sports  Editor 

National  Junior  College  Ath- 
letic Association  and  Detroit 
Catholic  (high  school)  League  Hall 
of  Fame  head  coach  Bob 
MacDougall  is  hanging  up  the  clip- 
board after  over  three  decades  of 
coaching  football. 

The  announcement  was  made 
public  following  the  Wolves’  ap- 
pearance in  the  Graphic  Edge 
Printing  Bowl  on  Nov.  20.  He  had 
been  privately  contemplating  re- 
tirement for  the  better  part  of  the 
past  year. 

“Coaching  has  enabled  me  to 
pul  four  kids  through  college,  and 
I look  forward  to  spending  more 
time  with  my  family  now,"  said 
MacDougall. MacDougall  com- 
piled a record  of  222-76  as  a head 
coach  at  the  collegiate  level,  after 
a successful  high  school  coaching 
career.  After  arriving  at  JJC  in 
2000,  he  rejuvenated  a stagnant 
JJC  football  program,  going  48- 1 6 
in  six  years. 

MacDougall  coached  at  Col- 
lege of  DuPage  for  21  seasons 
prior  to  his  arrival  at  JJC. 

"When  we  needed  a new  foot- 
ball coach.  I knew  Bob  was  out 
there,”  said  JJC  Athletic  Director 
Wayne  King  Jr.  "I  knew  that  I 
wanted  him  to  coach  here." 

He  brought  National  Champi- 
onships (one  non-scholarship)  to 
JJC  in  2001  and  2002.  JJC  aver- 
aged just  over  eight  wins  per  sea- 
son during  MacDougall's  six-year 
run  as  head  coach  of  the  Wolves. 
The  football  program  had  only  av- 


eraged  four  wins  per  season  dating 
back  to  1950  before  his  arrival. 

"We’ve  had  some  very  success- 
ful teams,  but  the  most  exciting 
moment  for  me  was  winning  the 
national  championship  (2002)  and 
beating  heavy  favorite  Georgia 
Military  Academy,"  said  the  smil- 
ing coach.  “Nobody  gave  us  a 
chance  to  win  the  game  except  for 

Undoubtedly,  the  2002  team 
was  the  best  in  school  history.  The 
team  went  1 1 -0  that  season. 

"I  would  say  the  2002  champi- 
onship was  the  best  moment  for 
me."  said  Joe  Roman,  longtime 
friend  of  MacDougall. 

Roman  coached  with 
MacDougall  for  over  27  years.  He 
was  the  defensive  coordinator  for 
the  Wolves'  national  championship 
team.  Together.  MacDougall,  Ro- 
man and  current  JJC  quarterbacks 
coach  Tom  Minnick  coached  Col- 
lege of  DuPage  to  a 36-gamc  win- 
ning streak,  setting  a record  that  still 
stands  today.  The  previous  record 
was  35.  “The  championship  and  the 
36-games  we  won  up  there  at 
DuPage  to  break  the  record  were  the 
best  coaching  moments,  for  me. 
with  coach  Mac,"  said  Minnick. 

MacDougall  coached  with  Ro- 
man and  Minnick  at  College  of 
DuPage  for  2 1 seasons.  He  amassed 
an  incredible  record  of  174-59 
there.  The  Chapparals  won  eight 
consecutive  Region  IV  titles  from 
1989-1996  and  II  total  under  his 
leadership.  "We  had  some  great, 
great  years  up  there  (DuPage).  but 
1 credit  my  coaches  with  a lot  of 


that,"  said  MacDougall. 

Minnick  recalled  his  first 
meeting  with  MacDougall,  when 
MacDougall  was  recruiting  him 
out  of  high  school  in  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.  He  has  worked  with 
MacDougall  for  16  years. 

"When  I was  a high  school 
football  player  and  he  recruited 
me.  he  seemed  intimidating  to  me, 
but  as  a coach  and  player,  I have 
learned  a lot  of  stuff  from  him," 
said  Minnick. 

Numerous  players 

Macdougall  has  coached  found  a 
spot  to  play  in  the  National  Foot- 
ball League. 

One  of  the  most  notable  is 
former  JJC  defensive  tackle  Rob 
Ninkovich.  He  was  voted  all-con- 
ference and  third-team  all-Ameri- 
can as  a sophomore  at  JJC.  He  re- 
cently was  voted  Purdue 
University’s  Most  Valuable  Player 
and  was  voted  a second-team  All- 
Big  Ten  member  and  is  eligible  for 
the  upcoming  NFL  Draft. 

Even  after  his  retirement,  the 
coach  is  right  where  you  would 
think  he  would  be.  During  the  time 
of  the  interview  with  Roman, 
MacDougall  was  sitting  next  to 
him  in  Phoenix,  waiting  to  see  the 
Arizona  high  school  stale  cham- 
pionships and  the  junior  college 
national  championship  game. 

Ninkovich  wasn't  surprised 
when  he  was  told  that,  during  the 
Roman  interview,  MacDougall 
had  been  at  the  championship 
games. Ninkovich  said.  "No  mat- 
ter what,  he  will  always  have  the 
game  of  football  in  his  heart." 


Tuition  plan  shot  down 


Survey,  forums  result  in  rejection  of  original  idea 

mmmmm 

Co-Editor 

Joliet  Junior  College’s  pro- 
posed differentiated  tuition  plan, 
which  involved  lower  tuition  rates 
during  off-peak  hours  but  higher 
rates  in  the  morning  and  evening,  is 
no  longer  being  considered  in  its 


to  be  considered  will  be  presented 
as  part  of  the  fiscal  plan  during  a 
board  meeting  in  January.  If  a new 
proposal  is  presented  at  that  time, 
it  would  still  have  a chance  to  he  in 
place  for  the  fall  2006  semester, 
Ross  said,  and  any  proposal  would 
also  be  presented  to  the  Student 
Govem- 


not  consid- 
ering the 
: pro- 


Rcsults  of  tho  online  differentiated  tuition  survey 
show  that  tho  mo|orlty  of  tho  JJC  community  was 
opposed  to  the  proposal. 


ment,  as 
propos- 
als have 


college 

decided 


differ- 

entiated 


plan  lol 


posal  that 

was  out  there,”  JJC  President  J.D. 
Ross  said.  He  said  the  college  did 
not  want  to  pursue  a plan  that  was 
not  supported  by  the  students,  fac- 
ulty, staff  and  community. 

Ross  said  the  college  may  con- 
sider a new  tuition  plan,  but  that  the 
plan  would  “probubly  not  be  differ- 
entiated tuition”  and  would  not  be 
as  extreme  as  the  plan  the  college 
had  been  considering. 

He  said  any  new  or  revised  pltm 


a survey 


and  campus  forums  which  n 
mostly  negative  responses. 

The  survey  was  conducted 
online  in  November.  The  survey 
was  tuken  by  617  students,  fuculty 
or  staff  members  and  members  of 
the  community,  according  to  a re- 
port prepared  by  JJC.  The  majority 
of  respondents  were  full-time  slu 
dents  between  the  ages  of  18  and 


See  TUITION  on  pa^e  5 

Semi-finalists  selected 
in  presidential  search 

A the  presidential  search  scrccninc 


maagCTiin 

Co-Editor 

Progress  continued  in  the 
search  for  the  new  JJC  president  as 
the  Presidential  Screening  Commit- 
tee reviewed  applications  Nov.  8, 9 
and  10.  On  Nov.  18,  the  committee 
held  a meeting  to  make  recommen- 
dations of  scmi-finalisls. 

According  to  Presidential 
Search  Liaison  Joan  Tierney,  the 
committee  recommended  that  1 1 
semi-finalists  be  interviewed  to  de- 
termine the  finalists,  who  will  then 
be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trust- 
ees. 

A screening  committee  of  19 
students,  staff  and  faculty  members 
is  scheduled  to  begin  interviewing 
semi-finalists  in  mid-December.  In 
early  January,  the  JJC  Board  of 
Trustees  will  interview  three  to  five 
finalists,  and  the  new  president  will 
be  selected  in  late  January. 

At  least  one  forum,  open  to 
everyone,  will  be  held  on  cumpus, 
Ticmcy  said.  Everyone  at  the  forum 
will  be  asked  to  write  their  reactions 
and  comments  to  be  reported  to  the 
board  members. 

Roxanne  Munch,  a member  of 


the  presidential  search  screening 
committee,  feels  it  is  important  for 
students  and  the  community  to  un- 
derstand that  the  presidential  search 
is  being  taken  very  seriously  by  all 
involved  and  feels  students  should 
also  participate  in  the  process. 

“I  would  urge  all  members  of 
the  college  community  to  partici- 
pate actively.  ...  I believe  the  fo- 
rums will  be  die  best  opportunity  for 
the  college  community  to  commu- 
nicate their  views,”  Munch  said. 

A date  for  the  first  forum  has 
not  yet  been  announced. 

Current  JJC  President  J.D- 
Ross  is  scheduled  to  retire  on  June 
30.  2006,  after  six  years  as  JJC 
president  and  32  years  of  employ- 
ment at  the  college. 

Tile  presidential  applicants  are 
required  to  have  earned  a “doctor- 
ate degree  from  a regionally  accred- 
ited institution  or  a master’s  degree 
with  substantial  experience  in  a 
leadership  position  in  higher  edu- 
cation" and  have  "a  minimum  of 
three  years  experience  in  the  com- 
munity college  field,  or  equivalent, 
with  some  teaching  experience  be- 
ing desirable,"  according  to  the 
presidential  search  brochure. 
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BLAZER  VIEW 


The  Blazer  staff  wishes,  all 
a politically  correct  holiday 


Every  year,  our  language  is  constricted 
more.  There  are  so  many  words  that  we  can't 
say  because  of  the  looming  risk  of  offending  some- 


the  genetically  and  culturally  diverse,  non-denomi- 
nalional  and  equally-paid  staff  of  the  Blazer  news- 
paper! This  personally-fulfilling,  non-gender  spe- 


one.  We  at  the  Blazer  feel  that  the  issue  of  being  cific  and  socially  responsible  winter  holiday  will 
"politically  correct"  has  gotten  completely  out  of  hopefully  satisfy  all  African-Americans,  Asian- 
hand  in  this  country.  However,  we  also  believe  that  Americans,  Caucasian-Americans,  Hispanic- 
the  idea  behind  it  means  well;  to  treat  all  people  Americans  and  Native-Americans  at  Joliet  Junior 
with  the  same  respect  as  you  yourself  would  wish  College. 


to  be  treated. 

We  also  feel  that  there  is  a big  difference  be- 
tween being  politically  correct  and  culturally  com- 
petent. Refusing  to  use  racial  slurs  and  horrible 
names  to  refer  to  certain  individuals  and  ethnic 
groups  is  being  culturally  competent,  but  using  a 


The  suggested  audience  of  this  greeting  in- 
cludes all  students,  staff,  faculty  and  law  enforce- 
ment officers  who  are  motivationally  dispossessed, 
chronologically  gifted,  visually  non-receptive,  dif- 
ferently-minded, monetarily  unencumbered,  people 
of  mass,  conversationally  selective,  aesthetically 


phrase  like  "alternative  answer"  in  place  of  altered,  vertically  different,  physically  different,  ho- 
vvrong"  so  as  not  to  offend  people  who  don’t  give  mosexual, heterosexual,  bisexual,  pansexual,  trans- 
the  right  answer  is  being  politically  correct.  People  sexual,  metroscxual.  monogamous,  polygamous 


who  take  the  issue  of  political  correctness  seriously 
use  bland  words  without  saying  what  they  really 
wunt  to  say,  for  fear  of  offending  someone.  Let’s 
make  one  thing  clear:  no  matter  what  you  say,  some- 
one will  be  offended  by  it!  There  is  nothing  you 
say  to  please  over  6 billion  people! 


and  all  persons  who  possess  self-paced  cognitive 
abilities. 

The  non-denominational  winter  holiday  occur- 
ring in  2005  on  the  American  socially  accepted, 
Euro-imposed  general  calendar,  with  due  respect 
for  the  traditional  calendars  of  other  persons,  will 


Now  that  the  holidays  are  approaching  fast,  be  filled  with  holiday  lights  and  diversity  trees! 


being  politically  correct  has  been  thrown  into  the 
forefront  of  politics  and  society  more  than  ever. 
Christmas,  Hanukkah,  Kwanzaa  and  Ramadan 
have  all  been  replaced  with  ‘non-denominational 
winter  holiday.  ’ However,  there  is  one  glaring  prob- 
lem; they  are  not  non-denominational!  That’s  the 
whole  point  of  a religious  holiday! 

We  would  like  to  have  you  make  up  your  own 


Don’t  forget  your  gingerbread  person  cookies!  All 
persons  who  choose  to  gather  in  crowds  of  two  of 
more  can  sing  buoyant  winter  holiday  songs  like 
"Exalted  Invisible  Being  Rest  Ye  Jovial  Persons  ” 
“We  Three  Melanin-Impoverished  Members  of  the 
Patriarchal  Ruling  Class  System”  or  “Horizontally 
Gifted  Crimson-Suited  Mythical  Character  is  Com- 
ing to  the  Small  Municipal  Collection  of  Urban 


mind  about  being  politically  correct.  We’ll  take  Dwellings."  Please  remember  that  the  Blazer  news- 
Christmas  for  an  example;  we  will  wish  everyone  paper  staff  does  not  intend  to  impose  his 


JJC  a merry  Christmas,  but  politically  i 
reel  language  only  will  be  used  to  refer  to  the  holi- 
day. 

“We  wish  you  a merry  (expletive  deleted)" 


rcligious-spccific  views  on  any  students,  staff,  fac- 
ulty or  law  enforcement  officers  at  Joliet  Junior 
College.  The  Blazer  docs  not  promote  to  any  per- 
sons a religious-specific  or  secularly  practiced  be- 


AJ1  staff  on  the  Blazer  newspaper  would  like  lief  or  ideal.  A particular  race,  creed,  gender,  reli- 


to  suggest  to  all  persons  at  Joliet  Junior  College 
who  are  students,  staff,  faculty  and  law  enforce- 
ment officers  a positive,  socially  responsible,  non- 
dcnominational  winter  holiday  season!  All  persons 
choosing  to  partake  in  the  non-religious  affiliated, 
stress-free  and  gender-neutral  holiday  occurring  in 


gious  affiliation  or  sexual  orientation  is  not  held 
above  any  other  race,  creed,  gender,  religious  af- 
filiation or  sexual  orientation  this  winter  holiday 
season.  So  gather  around  the  dining  area  and  join 
hands  with  your  significant  other  and  offspring! 
Enjoy  a non-endangered  poultry-specific  meal 


the  normally  cold  weather  season  devoid  of  color  complete  with  non-endangered  plant  species! 
will  receive  a non-race  categorical  greeting  from  Happy  non-denominational  winter  holiday  to  all! 


Rgnrs  Rumblings... 


Production  Manager 

Every  day,  the  first  thing  I do 
before  I go  to  class  is  check  out  the 
latest  headlines  (I  guess  this  would 
explain  why  I am  always  late  to  my 
9:35  a.m.  class).  I feel  deprived  if  I 
don't  know  what  is  going  on  in  our 
world.  Plus,  I like  to  converse  with 
other  people  about  events  that  are 
going  on  in  the  news.  I think  it  helps 
broaden  horizons  and  keeps  people 
well-educated  and  well-rounded. 

But  for  some  reason  unknown 
to  me,  most  people  my  age  don’t 
really  know  much  about  what’s  go- 
ing on  in  the  news,  and  it  frustrates 
me.  People  would  rather  hear  about 
Britney’s  baby  or  Paris’  latest  love 
life  crisis  than  the  things  that  are 
affecting  their  own  lives. 

People  seem  to  blame  this  on 
the  media  all  the  time.  I've  heard 
every  excuse  from  people  who  say 
they  just  don’t  want  to  hear  about 
news  because  it’s  depressing,  or 
they  simply  don’t  care  because  they 
think  nothing  ever  affects  them. 
Even  further,  people  in  my  age  cat- 
egory—myself  included  — seem  to 
lack  the  knowledge  of  history  that 
people  of  different  generations 
have. 

I think  they  are  all  wrong. 

I do  believe  that  the  news  is 
very  overly  dramatic  if  you  watch 
it  on  TV.  Pick  up  a newspaper  and 
read  the  news  and  it  isn’t  so  drama- 
tized. 

I think  one  of  the  reasons  why 
I have  a fondness  for  current  events 
is  simply  because,  when  I was  a kid, 
my  dad  used  to  bring  home  a paper 
from  work  almost  every  day.  As  1 
sat  eating  dinner,  I would  flip 
through  the  paper,  read  things,  try 
to  figure  them  out  and  ask  questions 


No  news  is  bad  news... 

have  news  memories  that  go  pretty 
far  back. 

I remember,  in  1992,  watching 
O.J.  Simpson  getting  chased  down 
the  freeway  in  his  white  Ford 
Bronco.  I vaguely  remember  my 
parents  watching  President  Bush, 
Sr.,  address  the  nation  during  the 
Gulf  War  and  seeing  the  death  of 
Princess  Diana  on  the  TV  after  my 
family  had  gotten  back  from  a base- 
ball game.  I remember  sitting  in  my 
second-period  French  class  as  I 
watched  the  second  World  Trade 
Center  tower  crash. 

And  these  memories  are  sure 
to  live  on  in  my  mind  for  years  to 
come.  If  you  ask  anyone  40-some- 
thing or  older  where  they  were  when 
Kennedy  was  assassinated,  they 
know  the  answer,  almost  so  exactly 
that  it’s  worthy  of  goose-bumps. 

Out  of  the  blue,  I called  up  my 
parents  the  other  day  and  asked 
them  to  tell  me  about  three  events 
that  they  think  have  changed  history. 
Within  10  minutes,  I had  a list  of 
10  different  events.  Even  my 
brother  chimed  in  to  help  me  out. 

Everything  from  the  death  of 
Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  to  World 
War  II  changing  the  balance  of 
power  in  our  world  and  really  mak- 
ing the  United  States  a super  power, 
came  up  in  a short,  15-minute  con- 
versation. It  was  an  amazing  con- 
versation to  be  a part  of. 

I’m  leaving  all  of  you  this  se- 
mester with  a holiday  challenge. 
While  you’re  drinking  eggnog,  and 
after  you  swig  carols  or  whatnot,  ask 
a few  family  members  what  event 
they  think  is  a major  part  of  history. 
You’ll  be  amazed  at  what  they  can 
come  up  with. 

In  the  newsroom,  we  always 
say  that  no  news  is  bad  news,  and 
in  a way,  not  knowing  the  news  is 
bad,  too. 

I hope  that  everyone  has  a fan- 
tastic and  news-filled  holiday,  a 
safe  and  happy  New  Year,  and  not 
too  muejj  homework  in  the  new  se- 
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as  I went  along.  Because  of  this,  I mester! 

Question  of  the  Issue 


What  is  your  New  Year’s  resolution  for  2006? 


“I  will  become  the  supreme  bad- 
ass of  the  universe.” 

- Christopher  Bryan,  Pre  Med 


‘To  not  get  r 
penguins." 

- Jason  Furgerson,  Automotive 
Tech. 


’To  always  be  pumped  and  ready 
to  rock." 

- Andrew  Bryan,  Law 
Enforement 


"To  become  more  healthy.” 

- Jasmine  Blucas,  Art  and 
Illustration 


“Doing  a lot  of  self  exploration  to 
find  out  what  I’m  meant  to  be." 

- Brett  Buryj,  Communications 


"Save  money  and  slow  down  on 
smoking." 

- Julie  Albrecht,  Vet  Tech 


Letter  Policy 


The  Blazer  encourages  participation  from  readers  through  letters. 

Please  sign  and  provide  a phone  number  for  all  letters  so  we  can  verify  the  authencity  of  the 
letter  and  sender.  All  letters  should  be  kept  to  300  words  or  less.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit 
letters  for  space  and  content.  You  may  send  letters  through  interoffice  or  regular  mail,  email,  or 
by  dropping  them  off  at  the  Blazer  office  at  F-1009. 


Opinion 

December  7.  2005 


A 

From  the  left... 

kuk®  H@rolb®rq@r 


One  by  one.  President  Bush’s 
lies  are  unraveling— the  lies  that 
were  used  to  scare  an  injured  na- 
tion into  believing  a mushroom 
cloud  over  Mid- America  was  immi- 
nent, the  lies  that  led  a majority  of 
the  country  to  believe  Saddam 
Hussein  had  something  to  do  with 
9/1 1.  The  yellowcake  uranium  in 
Niger.  The  weapons  stories  peddled 
by  Ibn  al-Shaykh  al-Libi.  The  meet- 
ing between  Mohamed  Atta  and 
Iraqi  operatives  in  Prague. 

All  these  are  now  known  lies; 
cherry-picked  intelligence  that  had 
all  been  discredited  and  discarded 
by  the  CIA  and  State  Department 
before  being  seized  as  war  ration- 
ales by  the  overzealous  warmongers 
of  the  Bush  Administration. 

In  order  to  effectively  sell  an 
invasion  of  Iraq  it  had  wanted  to 
launch  before  9/11,  the  Bush  White 
House  systematically  ignored  the 
best  available  intelligence  from 
U.S.  agencies  and  any  other  reli- 
able source. 

The  most  recent  evidence  ex- 
posing the  deception  (or  stupidity) 
of  the  administration  is  a document 
prepared  by  the  Defense  Intelli- 
gence Agency  in  February  2002 


existed  between  Saddam  Hussein 
and  Osama  bin  Laden. 

While  Hussein  and  bin  Laden 
share  a common  hatred  of  America, 
ideological  differences  — Hussein 
was  a secular  Muslim  dictator, 
whereas  bin  Laden  is  a radical  Is- 
lamic extremist— created  disincen- 
tives for  Saddam  to  become  an  ally 
of  al  Qaeda,  let  alone  give  the  group 
WMDs. 

“Saddam’s  regime  is  intensely 
secular  and  is  wary  of  Islamic  revo- 
lutionary movements,"  accurately 
noted  the  DIA. 

Leading  up  to  the  war,  former 
Secretary  of  State  Colin  Powell 
tried  to  sell  it  to  the  United  Nations, 
while  Vice  President  Dick  Cheney, 
National  Security  Advisor 
Condoleezza  Rice,  White  House 
spokesman  Ari  Fleischer  and 
Undersecretary  of  Defense  Douglas 
Feith  repeated  it  breathlessly  for 
homeland  audiences. 

The  con  worked,  and  Ameri- 
cans came  to  believe  the  lie  that 
Hussein  was  associated  with  the 
Sept.  1 1 hijackers. 

Even  CIA  Director  George  Te- 
net publicly  fell  into  line,  ignoring 
his  own  agency’s  dissent  that  Ibn  al- 


THE QUESTION: 
War©  lihi® 
reasons  to  q® 
to  war  in  Iraq 
Jusffletf? 

“In  order  to  effec- 
tively sell  an  invasion  of 
Iraq  it  had  wanted  to 
launch  before  9/11,  the 
Bush  White  House  sys- 
tematically ignored  the 
best  available  intelligence 
from  U.S.  agencies  and 
any  other  reliable 
source.” 

• Luke  Hornberger 


(one  full  year  prior  to  invasion)  Shaykh  al-Libi  would  not  have  been 


called  D1TSUM  (Defense  Intell 
gence  Terrorist  Summary)  No.  044- 
02.  Granted,  this  is  not  a great  title 
if  you  want  Bush  to  read  it;  it  prob- 
ably would  have  gotten  his  atten 
tion  if  it  had  been  called  ‘The  Su 
per  Adventures  of  a Lying  Terror 
ist." 

Nonetheless,  the  recent  declas 
sification  of  this  document  allow 
the  American  public  the  same  infor- 
mation President  Bush  claimed  he 
was  acting  on  when  he  pitched  the 
invasion  of  Iraq  as  a way  to  prevent 
a terror  attack  by  al-Qaeda’s  weap- 
ons of  mass  destruction. 

The  report  destroyed  the  cred- 
ibility of  the  key  al-Qaeda  informant 
the  administration  relied  on  to  make 
its  claim  that  a working  alliance 


in  a position  to  know  what  he  said 
he  knew.  In  fact.  Libi,  according  to 
the  DIA,  could  not  name  any  Iraqis 
involved,  any  chemical  or  biologi- 
cal material  used  or  where  the  train- 
ing allegedly  occurred. 

In  January  2004,  the  prisoner 
recanted  his  story,  and  the  next 
month,  the  CIA  withdrew  all  intel- 
ligence reports  based  on  his  false 
information. 

Lies,  all  of  it.  Once  stripped 
away,  there  remains  not  one  shred 
of  evidence  that  in  2002-2003. 
Saddam  Hussein’s  Iraq  posed  any 
threat  whatsoever  to  the  security  of 
the  United  States.  We  now  know  all 
this,  too  late  for  over  2,000  Ameri- 
can soldiers  and  untold  thousands 
of  Iraqis. 


“I’m  tired  of  hearing 
everyone  blame  President 
Bush  for  the  troubles  in 
Iraq.  It  is  not  that  easy  to 
rebuild  a city  (see  New 
Orleans),  let  alone  re- 
build a country  and  a 
government.” 

- Jim  Nelson 


We  don't  make  college 

easier. 

We  make  it  easier 

to  afford. 

Celebrating  5 years  of  saving 
JJC  students  money  on  their 
textbooks  and  supplies. 


Pell  Grant  Recipients  Welcome. 


^TEXTBOOKS 

1106  Houbolt  Road  ‘Joliet 
Across  from  the  main  JJC  entrance. 

815.773.1800 


From  the  right... 


People  against  the  war  in  Iraq 
find  any  reason  they  can  to  blame 
President  Bush  for  the  faulty  intel- 
ligence of  the  CIA.  Yes,  the  intelli- 
gence was  faulty,  The  American 
people  were  led  to  believe  that  the 
United  States  military  would  find 
stockpiles  of  weapons  of  muss  de- 
struction. They  weren’t  there. 

So  the  CIA  screwed  up. 

President  Bush  did  not. 

You  can  stop  believing  Michael 
Moore  now.  President  Bush  is  not  a 
bad  man.  He  was  given  information 
from  his  so-called  intelligence  ex- 
perts, and  he  acted  according  to  that 
information.  Why  would  he  not  be- 
lieve the  world’s  foremost  intelli- 
gence agency?  He  did  exactly  what 
he  was  supposed  to  do. 

Saddam  Hussein  and  his  cra/.y 
kids  were  just  two  steps  behind  Vlad 
the  Impnler  on  the  ruthless  scale. 

Regardless  of  what  the  liber- 
als have  you  thinking,  this  war  wus 
necessary— but  for  different  reasons 
than  the  Bush  Administration  had 
for  us. 

Hussein  repeatedly  tortured 
people  in  his  country  who  did  not 
believe  the  Sunnis  were  the  best 
things  since  sliced  bread.  His  kids, 
Uday  and  Qusuy.  were  nutcases  at 
best.  Hussein  is  a terrible  human 
being.  He  hud  to  be  dealt  with. 

Hussein’s  gassing  of  30.000 
Kurds  was  a huge  human  rights  vio- 
lation. His  opposition  to  the  Shiite 
uprising  in  the  '90s  resulted  in  more 
deaths,  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
the  Shiites  disagreed  with  him. 

So  for  people  to  say  that  we 
shouldn't  have  invaded  the  country 
and  taken  Hussein  out  of  power  is 
nothing  short  of  ridiculous.  In  all 
actuality,  it  should  have  been  done 
13  years  ago! 

The  ridiculousness  went  even 
further  when  Sen.  John  Murtha  (D- 
Penn.)  said,  “It  is  evident  that  con- 
tinued military  action  in  Iraq  is  not 
in  the  best  interests  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  Iraqi  people 


Jim  i®Ss®o 

or  the  Persian  Gulf  Region." 

Let  me  gel  this  straight,  Sen. 
Murtha.  You  think  it  is  okay  to  leave 
a country  that  we  bombed  to  rubble, 
a country  whose  people  we  gave  the 
hope  and  joy  of  actually  voting,  to 
fend  for  itself?  That  should  be  a 
human  rights  violation  of  its  own. 

I'm  tired  of  heuring  everyone 
blame  President  Bush  for  the 
troubles  in  Iraq.  It  is  not  (hat  easy 
to  rebuild  a city  (see  New  Orleans), 
let  alone  rebuild  a country  and  a 
government. 

The  rebuilding  of  Iraq  is  going 
to  take  lime,  money  and  a lot  of 
patience,  but  we  need  to  continue 
being  there  until  the  job  is  done  not 
only  the  Iraqi  and  American  people, 
but  to  our  troops  as  well. 

The  mentality  in  America  is 
that  if  we  can't  finish  a war  in  less 
than  a year  (hen  it  lakes  too  long. 
That  is  not  how  it  works.  We  need 
to  stay  the  course  and  show  the 
American  people  that  we  can  ac- 
complish things  militarily. 

To  say  thut  the  intelligence  was 
inaccurate  prior  to  the  war  is  an  ac- 
curate assessment.  The  Hawed  in 
tclligcncc  made  former  Secretary  ol 
State  Colin  Powell  decide  not  to 
remain  in  his  position  with  the  Bush 
Administration,  lie  wus  made  to 
look  like  an  idiot  by  the  faulty  in 
telligence. 

That  is  unfortunate,  but  we 
must  move  on. 

I don't  think  President  Bush  is 
the  brightest  crayon  in  the  box,  hut 
he  certainly  got  it  right  during  his 
speech  at  the  U.S.  Naval  Academy 
in  Annapolis,  M.D.,  on  Nov,  30. 

‘To  all  who  wear  the  uniform, 
I make  you  this  pledge:  America 
will  not  run  in  the  face  of  car  bomb- 
ers and  assassins  so  long  as  I am 
your  commander-in-chief." 

You're  darn  right,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent. You  have  impressed  me  on  this 


Now  I’m  waiting  on  the  ri 

America. 


it  of 
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News  Briefs 


Relay  for  Life 

JJC  will  be  participating  in 
the  American  Cancer  Society  All- 
College  Relay  for  Life  on  March 
24  and  25,  2006.  at  Lewis  Uni- 
versity. 

At  the  time  of  the  Blazer 
deadline,  14  teams  had  registered, 
falling  short  of  the  goal  of  20 
teams.  If  you  would  like  to  be  a 
part  of  Relay  for  Life,  contact  Pam 
Dilday  at  280-2202. 

Brown  Bag 

Sandy  Barrera  will  present 
the  Brown  Bag  lecture 
"Scrapbooking  and 

Rubbcrslamping"  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  8 in  room  J-0006. 

Mu.sica  Viva 

The  Mu.sica  Viva  concert  se- 
ries will  present  pianist  Eunbae 
I xc  on  Jan.  22  at  3 p.m.  in  the  Fine 
Arts  Theatre.  She  is  die  winner  of 
competitions  in  the  United  States 
and  her  native  Korea  including  the 
prestigious  Music  Teachers  Na- 
tional Association  Performance 
Competition. 

Her  program  will  present  the 
music  of  Mo/.art.  Chopin. 


Debussy,  and  Chen  Yi.  The  event 
is  free  of  charge.  A pre-concert 
discussion  will  be  presented  at 
2:30  p.m.  in  room  K-1003. 

HOLISTIC  WELLNESS 
Blood  donation  surpasses  goal 

An  American  Red  Cross 
blood  drive  was  conducted  at  JJC 
on  Nov.  15.  The  Holistic  Wellness 
club  exceeded  its  goal  of  26  units 
of  blood,  collecting  a total  of  33 
units.  Fourteen  people  were  first- 
time  donors.  Fifty-three  people 
came  to  donate,  although  some 
had  to  be  turned  away  for  a vari- 
ety of  reasons.  This  was  the  first 
Red  Cross  blood  drive  at  JJC; 
Heartland  Blood  Center  drives 
are  conducted  by  the  Nursing  Stu- 
dent Association  in  September 
and  January. 

HIV  Testing 

The  Holistic  Wellness  club 
will  provide  HIV  testing  to  any 
JJC  students  or  staff  members  on 
Dec.  12.  Oral  swab  testing  will  be 
conducted  by  the  Will  County 
Health  Department  and  AGAPE 
Missions. 


Commentary... 


JJC  upcoming  events  for  Fine  Arts 


Staff  writer 

Looking  tor  something  to  get 
into  the  holiday  spirit?  Not  looking 
to  break  the  bank  for  some  great 
entertainment?  Well,  the  Joliet  Jun- 
ior College  Fine  Arts  Department 
has  some  excellent  upcoming  events 
that  are  entertaining,  enjoyable,  and 
affordable.  All  of  these  events  take 


Tickets  for  this  event  are  $17  per 
person  with  proceeds  benefiting 
music  scholarships. 

JJC  Chorale  Concert-  Car- 
ols and  Chocolate.  Sunday,  De- 
cember 11, 3:00  p.m. 

Christmas  carols  and  chocolate 
come  together  to  create  at  delight- 
ful atmosphere  as  the  JJC  Chorale 


place  at  the  JJC  Fine  Arts  Theatre  perform  some  seasonal  favorites. 


and  are  sure  to  get  you  in  the  holi- 
day spirit.  They  are  even  a great  way 
to  ask  that  special  someone  out  on 
a date  that  he  or  she  is  sure  to  en- 
joy. 

JJC  Chamber  Singers 
Madri-Gala.  Friday,  December  9, 
7:30  p.m. 

An  evening  full  of  holiday  car- 
ols. dancing  and  tasty  treats  will  in- 
clude performances  of  traditional 
madrigals  and  seasonal  carols  from 
around  the  world  by  the  JJC  Cham- 
ber Singers.  The  JJC  Brass  Quintet 
will  perform  Renaissance  and  sea- 
sonal instrumental,  while  the  JJC 
Irish  Dancers  will  perform  medieval 
Celtic  dances.  Delicious  holiday 
appetizers  and  desserts,  prepared  by 
the  JJC  Culinary  Arts  students,  will 
be  served.  A wassail  reception  will 
begin  at  6:45  p.m.  with  the  perfor- 
mance starting  at  7:30  p.m. 


“I  chose  GSU  because  of  its  affordability. 

The  university  offered  an  economical  way  to  get 
a quality  education.  ” 


Dan  Kreidler 

JJC  Director  of  Tech  Trep 
(iSU  Graduate  - 
Bachelor's  in  Elementary  Education I 
Master's  in  Public  Administration 


Governors  State  University 
The  right  choice  for  JJC  faculty  and 
staff  - the  right  choice  for  you. 

Learn  how  you  can  complete  y our  degree  today! 

47  degree  programs  available 
Bachelor’s  and  master's  programs 
Lowest  public  university  tuition  in  the  state 
Financial  aid  for  part-time  students 
On-campus  child  care 
Job  placement  assistance 


Governors 
State 

v University 
empower  yourself 


For  more  information  call  708.534.4490 
or  e-mail  gsunow  @govst.edu 

1 University  Parkway 
University  Park,  11.60466 

Affordable  • Professional  • Accessible 


The  Herald  Bell  Ringers,  a 12- 
member  handbell  choir  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church  of  New 
Lenox,  will  also  be  a part  of  this 
musical  evening.  Following  the  con- 
cert, the  audience  will  be  able  to 
enjoy  a complimentary  buffet  of 
tasty  chocolates  donated  by  local 
businesses  and  Chorale  members. 

Tickets  are  $5  for  adults;  $4  for 
students  and  seniors;  and  $2  for  JJC 
students. 

JJC  Percussion  Ensemble 
Concert.  Wednesday,  December 
14.  7:30  p.m. 

The  Joliet  Junior  College  Per- 
cussion Ensemble  will  perform 
some  holiday  favorites  with  a per- 
cussion flavor.  Selections  include 
music  of  Michael  Colgrass,  Jared 
Spears,  Frederick  Chopin,  Saul 
Goodman,  Bent  Lyloff,  as  well  as 


others.  The  concert  will  also  feature 
guest  performers  from  the  Joliet 
West  High  School  Percussion  En- 
semble. The  evening  will  certainly 
get  the  audience  in  the  holiday  spirit 
and  will  showcase  some  renditions 
of  some  festive  favorites. 

Tickets  are  $5  for  adults;  $4  for 
students  and  seniors;  and  $2  for  JJC 
students. 

Bye  Bye  Birdie  Auditions. 
Ibesday,  December  13,  4-6  p.m. 
and  7-9  p.m.  Thursday.  Decem- 
ber 15  7-9  p.m. 

Do  you  have  musical  talent  and 
want  to  show  it  to  the  rest  of  JJC?  If 
so,  come  out  to  the  auditions  for 
"Bye  Bye  Birdie"  on  Tuesday,  Dec. 
13,  and  Thursday,  Dec.  15.  All  who 
plan  to  audition  should  prepare  16 
bars  of  music  from  a similar  musi- 
cal and  be  prepared  to  read  some 
selections  from  the  script. 

For  more  informa- 
tion on  these  events 
and  others,  check  out 
the  Fine  Arts  website 
at  www.jjc.edu/dept/ 
FineArts/  or  call  (815) 
280-2223. 


POLICE 


Student  assaulted  at 
Cenntennial  Commons 

CENNTENNIAL  COM- 
MONS - An  assault  at  Centennial 
Commons  resulted  in  no  arrest,  but 
a JJC  student  was  evicted. 

The  unnamed  suspect  was  vis- 
iting the  JJC  student  when  JJC  Po- 
lice received  a call  from  a female 
tenant  at  the  Commons  who  stated 
she  had  been  assaulted  by  the  visi- 
tor in  a sexual  manner. 

When  the  police  arrived,  the 
suspect  had  left  the  premises,  but 
the  student  the  suspect  had  been 
visiting  was  evicted  from  the  Com- 
mons in  connection  to  the  crime. 
The  student  later  withdrew  from 
JJC. 

Fire  at  North  Campus 

NORTH  CAMPUS  - A JJC 
grounds  employee  reported  the  rem- 
nants of  a burnt  recycling  bin  near 
building  G at  the  North  Campus  in 
Romeoville  Nov.  23. 

The  employee  said  he  arrived 
at  work  and  smelled  something 
burning  near  his  work  area. 

The  Romeoville  Fire  Depart- 
ment arson  investigator  arrived  and 
determined  the  fire  to  be  intention- 
ally set. 

Video  surveillance  was  unable 
to  determine  the  culprit. 

Student  arrest 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - JJC  student 
Jamie  McKnight.  333  Hughes  St. 
Apt.  2-S.  Lockport.  was  recently 
pulled  over  for  allegedly  running  a 
[ stop  sign  at  the  intersection  of  Cen- 


tennial and  Olympic  Drives. 

Campus  police  discovered  that 
there  was  an  outstanding  warrant  for 
her  arrest  for  failing  to  appear  in 
court  and  took  her  into  custody. 

McKnight  was  transported  to 
the  Will  County  Adult  Detention 
Facility. 

Medical  emergency 

MAIN  CAMPUS  - A JJC  stu- 
dent was  transported  to  St.  Joseph 
Medical  Center  after  suffering  a 
seizure  in  a traffic  school  class  in 
T-building  on  Nov.  19. 

JJC  campus  police  responded 
to  the  call  made  by  JJC  instructor 
John  Nemanich. 

Joliet  Fire  Department  para- 
medics immediately  administered 
CPR  and  used  an  automated  exter- 
nal defibrillator  to  revive  the  vic- 
tim. 

JJC  police  cleared  the  area,  and 
the  class  resumed  its  session  in  an- 
other classroom. 


For  more 
information  on 
the  JJC  Campus 
Police,  visit 
www.jjc.edu/ 
campus_info/ 
campus_police/ 
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TUITION 


cont.  from  front  page 


24.  Nearly  65  percent  of  the  respon- 
dents indicated  their  feelings  that 
JJC  should  not  proceed  with  differ- 
entiated tuition. 

A discussion  forum  was  held  by 
the  Community  Relations  depart- 
ment in  the  Fine  Arts  Theatre  on 
Nov.  17,  when  JJC  was  still  consid- 
ering the  idea.  A forum  was  also 
held  that  evening  at  the  North 
Campus  in  Romeoville. 

Emotions  ran  high  at  the 
Main  Campus  forum  as  speaker 
David  Agazzi,  vice  president  of 
business  and  financial  services, 
also  overwhelmingly  received 
negative  reactions  to  the  pro- 
posed plan. 

Agazzi  began  the  forum  by 
explaining  the  facts  and  funda- 
mentals of  the  original  differen- 
tiated tuition  plan. 

Currently,  Agazzi  said, 
classes  at  JJC  are  filled  to  ca- 
pacity between  the  hours  of  8 
a.m.  and  1 p.m.  and  also  be- 
tween 6 and  9 p.m. 

Science  classes  are  an  ex- 
ception, he  said— those  classes 
are  in  high  demand  and  are 
filled  throughout  the  day. 
Agazzi  said  the  high  student  volume 
in  the  mornings  and  evenings  means 
some  students  can’t  get  into  classes' 
they  need  because  all  the  sections 
are  full.  Adding  classes  is  not  a so- 
lution. he  said,  because  the  college’s 
classroom  space  is  filled  to  90  per- 
cent capacity  in  the  morning  hours 
and  60-80  percent  capacity  in  the 
evening. 

Class  utilization  between  the 
hours  of  2 and  6 p.m.  is  only  30 
percent,  Agazzi  said,  so  more  after- 
noon classes  would  have  allowed 
students  more  options  in  their 
scheduling.  However,  "There  aren’t 
really  any  incentives  to  do  it  differ- 


ently than  we've  done  in  the  past," 
he  said.  JJC  currently  has  a flat  tu- 
ition rate  of  $58  per  credit  hour, 
which  means  the  time  a class  is 
taken  does  not  affect  its  cost. 

To  create  an  incentive  for  stu- 
dents to  take  afternoon  classes,  JJC 
proposed  differentiated  tuition. 
Agazzi  explained  the  implications 


of  the  original  plan. 

If  differentiated  tuition  were 
put  in  place  at  JJC,  tuition  would 
have  been  cut  in  half  to  $33.50  per 
credit  hour  for  classes  beginning 
between  2 p.m.  and  5 p.m.,  with  a 
maximum  run  time  through  6 p.m, 
he  said.  This  would  also  have  ap- 
plied to  classes  in  session  between 
7 and  8 a.m.  and  classes  beginning 
at  or  after  9 p.m.  Agazzi  said  the 
college's  plan  was  to  hire  eight  new 
full-time  faculty  members  and  about 
30  new  part-time  faculty,  all  of 
whom  would  only  teach  during 
those  times. 

This  would  have  allowed  300 


new  course  sections  to  be  added,  he 
said,  and  morning  and  evening 
classes  would  not  have  been  as  full. 

To  make  up  for  the  monies  lost 
during  the  off-peak  hours  and  to  pay 
for  the  new  faculty  and  staff,  tuition 
would  have  been  raised  to  $67  per 
credit  hour  for  classes  between  8 
a.m.  and  1 p.m.  and  classes  between 
6 and  7 p.m.,  Agazzi  said. 

Even  when  the  college  was  still 
considering  differentiated  tuition. 


Agazzi  recognized  the  potential 
downfalls  the  proposition,  such  as 
the  fact  that  many  students  will  not 
be  able  to  take  afternoon  classes  due 
to  their  schedules  and  will  therefore 
experience  an  increased  tuition  rate, 
and  occupational  programs  are  also 
difficult  to  schedule  during  off-peak 
hours. 

“We  don’t  want  to  be  all  pie- 
in-thc-sky  about  this;  we  realize  that 
there  are  negatives,"  Agazzi  said. 

Agazzi  then  opened  the  forum 
to  questions  from  the  faculty,  staff 
and  students  present.  The  first  ques- 
tion concerned  the  success  of  dif- 
ferentiated tuition  at  other  colleges. 


Agazzi  responded,  “We  have 
not  been  able  to  find  many  schools 
that  do  this.’’  He  said  a community 
college  in  Dallas  instituted  the  plan 
for  a while,  and  although  it  saw  a 
shift  in  class  attendance  times,  it 
eventually  discontinued  the  tuition 
plan  because  the  school  lost  money. 

Agazzi  reacted  to  tire  idea  of  a 
referendum  being  passed  instead  of 
tuition  being  changed. 

"One  of  the  things  we  heard 


from  the  community  was,  ‘Your 
building  is  empty  in  the  afternoon. 
Why  do  you  need  more  money?"’ 
He  said  differentiated  jfntion  was 
the  college's  effort  to  resolve  that 
problem. 

English  Department  Chair 
Roxanne  Munch  expressed  her  con- 
cern that  eight  new  faculty  and  30 
new  staff  members  would  not  be 
enough  to  cover  the  proposed  in- 
crease in  course  offerings.  Agazzi ’s 
response  was  that  current  faculty 
and  staff  would  also  be  asked  to  try 
to  schedule  afternoon  classes  and 
would  receive  overloads. 

Munch  said  departments  are 


already  short  on  faculty  and  staff. 

"I  just  don't  have  enough  people," 
she  said. 

Another  member  of  the  English 
department  said,  “This  is  going  to 
be  impossible  for  me  to  teach  so 
many  overloads.” 

Others  present  felt  that  differ- 
entiated tuition  was  “discrimina- 
tory.” A student  who  is  also  a mother 
feverishly  pointed  out  that  she 
would  be  penalized  by  differenti- 
ated tuition  because  she  is  unable 
to  take  classes  during  off-peak 
hours. 

One  attendee  asked  if  the 
college  had  considered  any  alter- 
natives to  differentiated  tuition. 

Agazzi  said  the  school  had 
considered  offering  bookstore 
vouchers  or  cafeteria  punch-cords 
to  students  who  took  off-peak 
classes  but  that  differentiates  tu- 
ition had  been  determined  to  Ik* 
the  proposal  that  Imd  "the  most 
likelihood  for  success." 

Another  present  inquired 
about  the  possibility  of  more 
classrooms  being  created  at  the 
City  Center  campus.  Agazzi  re- 
sponded, "Even  if  there  was  more 
classroom  space,  we’d  still  have 
to  address  the  issue  of  more 
staff." 

When  Foreign  Language  Pro- 
fessor Cristobal  Trillo  asked  who 
would  benefit  the  most  from  differ- 
entiated tuition,  Agazzi  responded, 
"I  would  hope  we’re  only  doing  this 
for  the  students." 

Aguzzi  said  he  realized  that 
there  would  have  been  "side  ben- 
efits" for  the  college,  but  that  the 
college  was  most  concerned  with 
the  impact  it  would  have  on  stu- 
dents. 

Concern  for  the  students  is 
what  ultimately  led  the  college  to 
decide  against  the  idea.  The  Blazer 
will  continue  to  cover  any  develop- 
ments in  tuition  reform  plans  at  JJC ’. 


Emergency  Response  Plan  to  take 
effect  for  college  after  New  Year’s 


The  JJC  Police  and  Environ- 
mental Health  and  Safety  depart- 
ments are  in  the  midst  of  a new  sec- 
tor leader  program  that  will  provide 
emergency  evacuation  assistance 
for  students,  faculty  and  staff.  The 
sector  leader  program  is  one  com- 
ponent of  the  JJC  Emergency  Re- 
sponse Plan.  It  is  slated  to  be  com- 
pleted and  considered  campus  pro- 
cedure in  January  2006. 

Spearheading  the  plan  are  JJC 
Police  Chief  Peter  Comanda  and 
Environmental  Health  and  Safety 
Manager  Edward  F.  Vasil.  Depart- 
ment Safety  Committee  member 
Debbie  Hallie  was  also  instrumen- 
tal in  putting  together  the  sector 
leader  program  and  the  broader 
emergency  response  plan. 

The  evacuation  plans  divide 
each  campus  building  into  sectors. 
Twenty-four  hours  a day,  there  will 
be  sector  leaders  standing  by  with 
necessary  resources  to  aid  the  JJC 
community  in  the  case  of  a fire  or 
severe  weather.  In  all,  there  are  75 
sector  leaders  taking  part  in  the  pro- 


gram. 

Sector  leaders  are  trained  in  the 
usage  of  defibrillators  and  fire  ex- 
tinguishers, as  well  as  CPR. 

Comanda  and  Vasil  have  been 
working  on  the  plan  this  year  and 


are  pleased  with  the  success  to  date. 

"People  are  getting  on  the 
bandwagon,  and  it  is  going  well  so 
far,”  said  Vasil. 

Two  training  sessions  for  sec- 
tor leaders  have  taken  place.  Each 
sector  leader  is  equipped  with  a 
brightly  colored  vest  and  flashlight. 

Training  has  also  occurred  for 
students,  faculty,  and  staff. 

“Right  now.  we  do  at  least  one 
fire  and  one  tornado  drill  each  year 
at  every  campus,”  said  Comanda. 
“The  drills  are  also  necessary  to 
check  for  any  malfunctions  with  the 
alarms,  door  and  alert  systems  con- 
nected to  the  Joliet  Fire  Depart- 
ment." 

For  Comanda,  fires  and  torna- 
does are  the  two  biggest  concerns. 
In  the  case  of  a fire,  a continuous 
high-pitched  siren  will  sound  while 
strobe  lights  are  activated. 

The  last  drill  was  held  during 
Fire  Prevention  Week  in  October. 

“The  important  thing  is,  when 
you  do  evacuate  a building,  stay 
clear  of  main  entrances,  and  make 
way  for  fire  rescue  personnel,"  said 
Vasil. 

Should  a tornado  watch  be  is- 
sued. an  announcement  will  be 
played  over  the  school’s  public  ad- 
dress system  informing  people  of 
the  necessary  procedures  to  take  in 
case  of  a tornado  warning. 


If  a tornado  is  located  within  a 
20-mile  radius  of  JJC,  the  tornado 
warning  alarm  will  sound.  The 
alarm  consists  three  series  of  three 
separate  high-pitched  sirens.  After 
the  final  series,  an  announcement 
will  be  played  informing  people  in 
the  building  to  move  to  the  nearest 
designated  location  to  take  shelter. 
Blue  signs  that  read  “Severe 
Weather  Shelter"  are  posted  on  the 
walls  in  all  three  campuses. 

In  the  case  of  either  of  the 
above  emergencies,  sector  leaders 
are  to  respond  immediately  to  as- 
sist people  in  the  buildings.  If  the 
alarms  sound,  do  not  take  them 
lightly. 

"Do  not  call  to  ask  if  this  is  a 
real  emergency,"  said  Comanda. 
“Just  get  to  a safe  location  or  ask  a 
sector  leader  for  assistance.  Please 
do  not  tie  up  the  phone  lines." 

The  phone  lines  are  necessary 
to  communicate  with  local  authori- 
ties. 

Currently,  all  JJC  classrooms 
should  have  handbooks  with  emer- 
gency procedures  posted  on  the 
walls. 

There  are  also  plans  to  provide 
information  online. 

In  any  case  of  an  emergency, 
students,  faculty  and  staff  should 
know  their  surroundings  and  seek 
shelter  immediately. 


Private,  accredited  college  for  women. 

Bachelor’s  and  Associate’s  degrees  in  Hospitality  Management 


S^-t-cca. 

HOTEL/RESTAURANT  MANAGEMENT 
CULINARY  ARTS 
EVENT  PLANNING 
SOCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Convenient  West  Loop  location  steps  away  from  public  transportation! 

See  how  you  can  jump-start  your  career  in  the  nation's  fastest  growing  industry! 
Scholarships  and  Financial  Aid  available! 

Weekday,  evening  and  weekend  courses  available1 
Come  and  visit  us  today  tor  your  free  gift!  Call  312-226-6294,  ext.  225! 

310  S.  Peoria  Street  • Chicago,  IL  60607 

degree@lexingtoncollege.edu  or  www.lexlngtoncollege.edu 
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©ementarp  JEeacficrs  of  tEomonoto  gear  up  for  tl )t  lioli&ays 


All  photos  by  Meta  Machulis 

Members  of  Elementary  Teachers  of  Tomorrow  wrap  books  as  gifts  to  students  of  the  Ear!y 
Childhood  Center  on  Friday,  Dec.  2.  Above,  club  adviser  Erica  Egizio,  center,  oversees  the 
gift  wrapping.  Top  left,  Stephanie  Stege  seems  to  enjoy  helping  to  make  a child’s  holiday 
brighter.  Bottom  left,  club  members  and  volunteers  help  spread  the  holiday  joy  while 
wrapping  the  gifts. 


Award  winning  author  advocates  youth  programs 


Luke  Hornberger 


Copy  Editor 

Few  people  are  allowed  to 
experience  the  terrible  reality  of 
life  on  the  streets  as  a gang  mem- 
ber-involved in  everything  to 
petty  theft  to  attempted  murder— 
and  live  to  tell  about  it.  Fewer  still 
are  those  individuals  who  start  life 
on  the  wrong  track  and  find  a way 
to  right  themselves,  to  rise  above 
the  seemingly  overwhelming  odds 
life  has  placed  before  them  and 
transcend  their  surroundings  to 
become  better  than  the  environ- 
ment that  they  grew  up  in  and 
around. 

Luis  J.  Rodriguez  is  an  indi- 
vidual who,  despite  the  influences 
introduced  to  him  early  in  life,  is 
now  a successful  author  and  advo- 
cate of  inner-city  social  reform  and 
youth  programs.  During  his  visit 
to  JJC  on  Friday,  Nov.  18, 
Rodriguez  promoted  involvement 
in  youth  groups,  and  more  impor- 
tantly, in  youths’ lives. 

During  his  hour-and-a-half 
address  to  the  students  and  faculty, 
Rodriguez  outlined  five  vital  steps 
needed  in  order  to  reach  out  to 
troubled  youth. 

“The  first  thing  1 had  to  learn 
was  to  accept  help,"  he  said,  “be- 
cause kids  like  me  are  the  first  ones 
to  turn  help  away,  to  treat  people 
badly.  The  guys  who  tried  to  help 
me.  the  activists  in  the  commu- 
nity — for  the  first  two  years,  1 told 
them  to  drop  dead,  but  they  didn't 
give  up,  and  that  made  all  the  dif- 
ference in  the  world." 

"The  next  thing  you  need  to 
do  is  find  your  heart,"  Rodriguez 
continued.  “Your  capacities,  gifts. 


passions,  talents,  whatever 
you  want  to  call  it.  You  need 
to  find  what  you  are  meant 
to  do  in  this  world.  And  this 
is  something  that  you  are 
bom  to  do.  Imprinted  in  your 
soul  is  the  direction  of  your 
life.  You  were  born  with 
something  to  give;  you  just 
have  to  get  the  point  in  your 
life  when  you  arc  old  enough 
(and)  have  developed  the 
discipline  and  skills  to  give 

Rodriguez  lived  the  life 
of  a criminal  for  years  — at 
age  1 8,  he  faced  a six-year 
prison  sentence,  was  hooked 
on  heroin  and  had  lost  25  of 
his  friends  in  the  barrio  gang 
life.  Even  through  all  of  this, 

Rodriguez  had  become  in- 
volved in  the  Chicano 
Movement  of  the  1960s  and 
1970s,  including  the  1968 
East  L.A.  School  Blowouts  and  the  So  I needed  a cause  bigger  than 
Aug.  29,  1970,  Chicano  Morato-  myself— community,  family, 


Photo  coutesy  of  Mike  O'Brien 
Author  Luis  J.  Rodriguez  speaks  to  the 
JJC  community  about  youth  involvement 
within  communities  on  Nov.  18. 


rium  against  the  Vietnam  War. 

“The  third  thing  you  have  to  do 
is  find  a cause,  because  I would  not 


church— (the  causes)  could  be  doz- 
. of  things.” 

This  newfound  participation  i 


have  gotten  here  if  1 didn’t  find  a community  work  helped  him  re- 
movement,  something  that  was  big-  ceive  a lesser  conviction  and  short- 
ger  than  me. ..and  the  Chicano  ened  jail  term.  Feeling  responsible 


Movement  of  the  60's  and  70’s 
grabbed  a stupid,  lost  kid  like  n 
and  gave  me  purpose,  gave  r 


3 the  people  who  had  helped  him 
by  writing  letters  on  his  behalf, 
Rodriguez  turned  away  from  his 


reason  not  to  want  to  die,  to  get  off  former  gangland  lifestyle  and  dedi- 
heroin, to  stay  out  of  prison,"  cated  himself  to  bettering  himself 
Rodriguez  said.  "It  has  got  to  be  a and  his  community,  becoming  in- 
pretty powerful  thing,  because  it  is  volved  in  other  parts  of  East  L.A. 
a hard  thing  to  leave  those  vices,  and  and  the  Watts/South  Central  neigh- 
if  someone  hadn’t  come  in  and  borhoods— some  of  the  roughest 
shown  me  another  way  to  go,  and  if  inner-city  milieus  in  die  country.  He 


n’t  possible  for  me  to  si 
a little  bit,  1 would  have  never  gone. 


also  got  his  high  school  diploma  and 
began  classes  at  a local  community 


college,  pursuing  a journalism 
degree. 

The  fourth  insight 
Rodriguez  shared  is  the  need 
for  a spiritual  side,  some  sort 
of  religion  or  higher  power. 

“It’s  not  essential, 
though,  that  it  be  one  particu- 
lar one.  I know  people  get 
caught  up  in  that.  We  have 
wars  going  on  because  people 
say,  ‘My  way  is  the  best  way 
and  the  only  way,”’  he  said. 
“I  think  there’s  two  things— 1 
think  the  creator  and  all  of  this 
great,  beautiful  universe  is  too 
big  for  that. 

There  are  a lot  of  ways 
for  us  to  find  the  way  we  want 
to  praise  that  majesty,  and  we 
find  it  in  our  own  way.  If  it  is 
a church,  more  power  to  you; 
that’s  the  way  you  find  it  best. 
But  it  does  not  necessarily 
take  that;  the  idea  is  to  be 
spiritually  engaged.” 

Rodriguez’s  last  bit  of  advice 
was  for  the  youth  to  “take  control 
of  dieir  lives  (and)  develop  owner- 
ship of  their  actions."  This  is  one  of 
the  most  important  things  to  remem- 
ber, he  said. 

“I  turned  my  life  over  to  gangs, 
to  heroin,  to  alcohol.  I kept  turning 
my  life  over  to  other  things,  and  it 
took  me  a long  time  to  own  up  to 
who  I am  and  what  I did,  and  that 
means,  when  1 made  mistakes,  that 
I answered  for  them,  and  when  I did 
good,  1 felt  the  praise  and  self-pur- 
pose of  their  consequences." 

After  wrapping  up  the  formal 
address,  Rodriguez  opened  the  floor 
to  questions  and  made  the  forum 
more  of  a conversation  than  a lec- 


One  of  the  first  questions  was 
whether  the  legal  and  penal  system 
perpetuates  the  gang  problem,  or 
whether  it  was  helping  to  solve  it. 
Rodriguez  responded  that,  in  his 
view,  it  could  always  improve.  If 
there  are  troubled  kids  caught  up  in 
the  system,  we  need  to  reach  out  and 
find  those  kids  who  we  can  guide 
away  from  the  bad  influences, 
Rodriguez  said. 

Another  problem  is  that  there 
is  a general  concept  of  the  culture 
that  these  kids  aren’t  worth  any  tax 
dollars,  he  said. 

“But  you  know  what— if  we 
don’t  do  anything  on  the  front  end, 
the  price  that  we  pay  is  going  to  be 
greater  on  the  back  end,"  he  said. 
“If  we  don’t  rehabilitate  (troubled 
youth),  get  them  some  skills,  edu- 
cate them  (and)  get  them  to  feel  like 
they  can  become  adults  in  this 
world,  the  back  end  will  be,  they 
will  end  up  back  in  prison  and  we’re 
paying  for  them  anyway."  There 
were  several  members  of  local  cor- 
rectional facilities  in  attendance  at 
the  speech,  and  when  Rodriguez 
said  this  last  sentence,  the  majority 
of  them  nodded  their  heads  in  agree- 

The  renowned  author  and  hu- 
manitarian (Rodriguez  was  selected 
as  one  of  50  “Unsung  Heroes  of 
Compassion,”  presented  by  the 
Dalai  Lama,  among  many  other 
awards  and  honors)  stayed  after  the 
discussion  for  a book  and  CD  sign- 
ing. 

For  more  information  on 
Rodriguez’s  publishings  and  work, 
check  out  his  homepage  at 
www.luisrodriguez.com. 


il  Buyback 
ber  8th! 


Main  Campus  Bookstore 


Order  Your  Books  Online  At  www.jjcbookstore.com  Before  January  30th 
Pay  Only  $2.95  Shipping  Charge  To  Your  Home! 


Still  Looking  for 
Holiday  Decorating 
Ideas? 


Bookstore 
Has  What 
You  Are 
Looking 
For! 


The  JJC  Bookstore 
Wishes  Everyone 


U Jtappy  tC  Safe 
Jteiiday  Seaton! 


All  Financial  Aid  / Grants  Welcome! 


Thursday , December  8th  -8:00  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday , December  9th  -8:00  am  to  3:00  pm 
Saturday,  December  10th  -9:00  am  to  1:00  pm 
Monday  thru  Thursday,  December  12th  - 15th 
8:00  am  to  7:00  pm 

Friday,  December  16th  -8:00  am  to  2:00  pm 

North  Campus 

Wednesday,  December  14th  6:00  pm  to  8:00  pm 

D/Mall  Concourse 

Monday  thru  Thursday,  December  12th  - 15th  A 
9:00  am  to  4:00  pm 


Joliet  Junior  College  Bookstore 

The  ONLY  Bookstore  Owned  & Operated  By 
Joliet  Junior  College 
1215  Houholt  Rd  - J/Building 
Joliet,  Illinois  60431 

Phone:  815-280-6767 
Email:  bookstore@jjc.edu 
On  the  Web:  www.jjcbookstore.com 

Store  Hours 

Monday  thru  Thursday  7:30  am  to  7:00  pm 
Friday  7:30  am  to  3:30  pm 

Please  Visit  Our  Web  Site  At 
www.jjcbookstore.com 
For  Special  Holiday  and  Extended  Hours! 

Don  V Forget  - 

The  JJC  Bookstore  Bays  Buck  Books  Every  Business  Day 
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Take  command  of  your  future  today. 
To  find  out  more,  visit  our  web  site  at 

www.threerca.com 


Horoscopes 


Kanye  West  shines 

EES 


Capricorn 

You  will  be  invited  to  appear  on 
the  new  Food  Network  show 
Cooking  with  Barbara  Walters. 
Over  60  million  viewers  will  tune 
in  to  see  your  magnificent 
cooking  skills,  but  your  15 
minutes  of  fame  will  end  when 
you  bum  the  toast. 

When  your  parents  tell  you  that 
Santa  isn’t  real,  you  will  tear 
down  all  the  Christmas 
decorations.  The  truth  is,  your 
parents  were  wrong  about  Santa. 
Your  behavior  will  put  you  on  his 
naughty  list  and  all  you'll  get  for 
Christmas  is  a big  fat  lump  of 
reindeer  feces. 

“Pisces 

When  Paula  Abdul  hears  you 
singing  Johnny  Cash’s  “Ring  of 
Fire,"  she  will  qualify  you  for  the 
final  round  of  next  season’s 
American  Idol.  The  audience  will 
get  mad  when  you  forget  the 
words,  but  you  will  recover  when 
you  throw  bags  of  Skittles  to 
everyone, 

Juries 

After  watching  A Christmas  Story 
for  the  700th  time,  you  will 
become  addicted  to  Ovaltine. 

Your  obsession  will  escalate  into 
homicide,  and  you  will  be  taken 
to  a mental  institution.  The  rest  of 
your  days  will  be  spent  listening 
reruns  of  Utile  Orphan  Annie. 

fsOTUS 

Your  boring  routine  at  work  will 
cause  you  to  rebel  and  become  a 
pirate.  After  making  a really  cool 
Jolly  Rodger  flag  and  renting  a 
pirate  costume,  you  will  run  out 


of  money  for  a ship  and  c 
Arrrggghhh!  Back  to  your 
mundane  job! 

Qerotol 

You  will  win  the  Nobel  Prize  for 
accordion  playing.  Your  talents 
will  delight  a Polka  band  sitting 
in  the  audience,  and  they  will 
award  you  a lifetime  supply  of 
kielbasa  and  sauerkraut  when  you 
join  their  band.  Play  that 
accordion  like  you’ve  never 
played  before! 

Csncer 

Your  parents  will  take  you  to  a 
Star  Trek  convention  in 
Cincinnati.  Terrorists  dressed  in 
Borg  outfits  will  crash  through 
the  windows  and  hold  everyone 
hostage.  Luckily,  CIA  operatives 
in  Klingon  costumes  will  battle 
the  Borg  and  save  the  day! 

Leo 

Kermit  the  Frog  will  come  down 
your  street  in  a Range  Rover  and 
throw  a Frisbee  at  you.  Although 
the  Frisbee  will  knock  out  five  of 
your  teeth,  you  will  still  be 
thrilled  to  have  seen  such  an 
accomplished  celebrity  on  your 
block. 

Virgo 

You  will  build  a snowman  that 
will  come  to  life.  You  and  the 
snowman  will  be  the  best  of 
friends,  but  when  he  melts,  you 
will  fall  into  depression. 
Fortunately,  when  spring  rolls 
around,  you  will  make  friends 
with  a marshmallow  peep!  Just 
keep  your  hungry  little  brother 
away  from  it . . . 


Lite 

After  buying  a raffle  ticket  from  a 
kid  on  the  street,  you  will  win  a 
brand  new  vest!  Everyone  will 
think  you  are  the  coolest  person 
when  you  wear  it.  Little  do  you 
know,  the  vest  will  protect  you 
from  the  wandering  bears  in  the 
JJC  parking  lot. 

Scorpio 

You  will  make  a fortune  when 
you  invent  waterproof  post-its. 
You  will  travel  the  world  to 
showcase  your  invention,  but  will 
have  to  go  back  to  the  lab  when 
you  realize  that  they  actually 
dissolve  in  water.  Tough  break! 


When  you  get  home  from  school, 
you  will  notice  that  a new  pet 
shop  will  opened  down  the  street 
from  your  house. ..next  to  a toxic 
waste  dump.  Keep  away,  unless 
you  want  a dog  with  seven  heads, 
or  a parakeet  with  four  beaks. 


5E33H 

Staff  writer 

Fellow  rappers,  prepare  tor 
class  because  you’re  about  to  be 
schooled  by  the  college  dropout, 
Kanye  West,  as  he  drops  his  sopho- 
more album.  Late  Registration.  Take 
a tour  of  the  campus  and  learn  some- 
thing from  the  student  that  acts  more 
like  a teacher. 

The  breakout  freshman  of  2004 
is  ready  to  play  in  the  big  league  with 
a worthy  follow  up  to  the  classic 
College  Dropout.  Kanye  calls  upon 
features  from  Game,  Cam’ron, 
G.O.O.D.  Music  artist  Common, 
newcomer  Lupe  Fiasco,  Paul  Wall, 
etc.  Kanye  even  reaches  out  to  Roc- 
a-fella  advisory  Nas  on  the  song 
“We  Major.”  In  spite  of  the  former 
rap  beef.  Jay-Z  claims  that  it  is  his 
favorite  song  from  the  album. 

Other  highlighted  tracks  on  the 
album  are  “Drive  Slow”  featuring 
Paul  Wall  and  GLC,  “Touch  the 
Sky”  featuring  Lupe  Fiasco,  and 
“My  Way  Home,”  a solo  by  Com- 
mon that  makes  you  think  home  ain’t 
as  sweet  as  some  think.  This  is  the 
smoothest  song  on  the  album. 

Kanye  teams  up  with  Adam 


Levine  from  Maroon  5 for  “Heard 
‘Em  Say.”  It  was  a great  opening 
for  the  album,  but  the  album  wasn't 
exactly  perfect.  Although  Kanye  has 
grown  as  an  MC,  he  needs  to  ex- 
pand his  rhyme  book.  There  are  too 
many  reoccurring  lyrics  and  lyrics 
such  as,  “Yo  girlfriend  don’t  like  me 
how  long  has  she  been  gay  / even 
Hispanic  girls  say  ‘No  hablo  ingle’ 
/ and  everybody  wanna  come  to  me 
wit  they  (single).”  Jay  and  Nas  do 
the  same,  but  they  each  have  ten 
years  of  work.  2004 ’s  rookie  of  the 
year  will  have  to  step  it  up  if  he 
wants  to  be  MVP. 

All  in  all,  Kanye  did  a 
“G.O.O.D”  jobTBig  ups,  Kanye, 
you  get  a 4 and  a half  out  of  5. 


Be  In  Demand.  , 

Stay  In  Command. 


"I  would  definitely  encourage 
females  to  get  into  this  trade. 
There  is  good  money  to  be 
made  and  you  can't  beat  being 
outside  and  to  have  the  feel 
of  that  machine.  You  can't  beat 
that  power.  It's  beautiful." 
Yvette  Sinodinos 
Operating  Engineers  Local  150 


Do  you  want  a job  or  a career? 


Keep  going. 


The  TRCA  is  committed 
to  increasing  skill  levels. 
You'll  receive  a high  degree 
of  high  tech  education. 


• Excellent  wages  and 
benefits. 

• Earn-While-You-Learn 
continuing  educational 
process. 

•Job  security. 

• Increased  skill  levels. 

• Unlimited  opportunities  for 
advancement  for  everyone. 


The  Three  Rivers  Construction  Ailiance 
helps  you  to  take  command  of  your 
future  with  a career  in  the  local  union 
construction  trades  where  you  can  earn-while- 
you-learn. 


Good  pay.  Great  benefits.  Job  security,  and  a 
lifetime  of  learning. 


Be  in  demand.  Stay  in  command.  Get  started  on 
a career  in  the  local  union  construction  trades 

at  www.threerca.com. 


Apply  the  credits  you  already  have  to  earn  your  bachelor’s  degree  and  get 
on  the  road  to  a rewarding  career  in  health  care,  teaching,  management, 
counseling  or  human  resources. 


Choose  tram  a variety  of  programs  from  one  of  our  three  colleges: 

• National  College  of  Education 

• College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

• College  of  Management  and  Business 


At  National-Louis  University,  we’ve  been  serving  the  community  since 
1886,  so  you  know  our  experience  can  help  you  find  the  right  career. 

• Finish  your  degree  in  as  little  as  12  months 

• Most  classes  meet  one  night  a week 

• Dedicated  faculty  with  real-world  experience 

• Financial  aid  and  scholarships  available  for  those  who  qualify 


Register  for  courses  one  at  a time  or  join  a cluster/cohort  group  with  15  to 
20  students  where  you  only  register  once  and  get  the  benefits  of: 

• A locked-in  tuition  where  you  know  your  entire  class  schedule  up  front 

• Attending  classes  with  the  same  students  throughout  the  program 

• A supportive  learning  environment  with  a rich  network  of  peer  professionals 


Three  Rivers  Construction  Alliance 

233  Springfield  Avenue 
Joliet,  IL  60435 
815.741.3747 

The  Alliance  That  Works. 

Together. 


LECET 


National-Louis 

University 

888.NLU.TODAY  (658.8632)  • www.nl.odu 
Chicago  • Elgin  • Evanston  • Uslo  • Wheeling  • Online 


Visit  www.nl.edu  or  call  888.NLU.TODAY  for 
upcoming  open  house  dates. 
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‘The  Best  There  Is’  has  Bret  Hart,  DVD  at  best 


■MSEEgEgM 

Entertainment  Writer 

Bret  Hart  lias  been  called  many 
things.  The  former  World  Wrestling 
Entertainment  champion  is  com- 
monly referred  to  as  "The  Excel- 
lence of  Execution.”  But  there  was 
a phrase  Hart  himself  coined:  “The 
Best  There  Is,  The  Best  There  Was, 
The  Best  There  Ever  Will  Be."  And 
this  is  the  title  of  the  new  three-disc 
DVD  set  from  WWE. 

From  his  early  years  of  life 
growing  up  in  the  famed  Hart  wres- 
tling family  — lead  by  father  and 
esteemed  competitor  and  trainer,  the 
late  Stu  Hart  — to  being  trained  in 
Stu’s  basement  training  room,  called 
“The  Dungeon,”  Bret  Hart  first 
emerged  into  wrestling  in  Canada's 
Stampede  Wrestling. 

Then,  along  came  a young  man 
who  had  recently  bought  his 
family’s  wrestling  promotion  from 
his  own  father  and  began  to  gobble 
up  all  the  wrestling  territories  in 
North  America.  This  man  was  Vince 
McMahon. 

McMahon  negotiated  the  ac- 
quirement of  Stampede  and  some  of 
its  big  stars— including  Hart.  Hart 
become  a part  of  the  famous  tag 
team  The  Hart  Foundation,  but  went 
on  to  bigger  and  better  things  as  a 
singles  competitor.  He  won  the 


Photo  courtesy  of  WWE 
A sight  wrestling  fans  never  thought 
they'd  see  again:  Bret  Hart  shaking 
hands  with  Vince  McMahon. 


WWE  Intercontinental  Champion- 
ship on  two  occasions  and  captured 
the  WWE  Championship  five  times. 

Hart’s  more  memorable 
matches  include  Wrestlemania  XH's 
Iron  Man  Match  vs.  Shawn 
Michaels.  Wrestlemania  XIII’s  “I 
Quit"  match  vs.  “Stone  Cold"  Steve 
Austin  and  1 99  l’s  Summerslam  vs. 
"Mr.  Perfect"  Curt  Henning.  And 
who  can  forget  the  infamous 
Montreal  Screwjob  at  the  1 997  Sur- 
vivor Series.  in  which  Hart  was  "de- 
feated" by  Shawn  Michaels,  even 
though  he  never  tapped  out  to  the 
submission  hold.  Hart  then  choose 
to  jump  to  rival  organization  World 
Championship  Wrestling. 

The  DVD  set  chronicles  not 
only  Hart’s  career  as  one  of  the  best 
technical  wrestlers  but  his  life  out- 
side the  squared  circle.  Similarly  to 
the  Ric  Flair  DVD  set  from  last  year, 
WWE  makes  great  use  of  their  ex- 
tensive library  of  wrestling  footage, 
showing  Hart's  matches  in  Stam- 
pede, WWE  and  WCW.  Hart  also 
speaks  of  his  brother,  Owen,  and  the 
tragic  death  that  took  his  sibling  at 
a WWE  pay-per-view,  wishing  he 
were  part  of  the  company  when 
Owen’s  accident  happened  (Owen 


WWE  superstar  Eddie 
Guerrero  dies.  See  page  10. 

was  being  lowered  to  the  ring  when 
the  cable  snapped,  his  body  plum- 
meting to  ring  the  ring  over  80  feet 
below,  killing  him). 

The  matches  on  the  discs  were 
personally  selected  by  Hart  himself, 
combing  through  many  hours  of 
matches  to  choose  from.  From 
Hart's  first  encounter  against  Shawn 
Michaels  in  1990,  when  Michaels 
was  a member  of  The  Rockers,  to 
his  Owen  Hart  tribute  match  vs. 
Chris  Benoit  on  the  Oct.  4,  1999, 
edition  of  WCW  Monday  Nitro. 

It  did  come  as  a shock  to  wres- 
tling fans  when  a photo  of  Bret  Hart 
shaking  hands  with  McMahon,  one 
of  the  men  behind  the  Screwjob, 
was  posted  on  WWE.com  on  Aug. 
4.  It  was  a sight  wrestling  would 
nevereversec.asifhell  had  frozen 
over  and  pigs  learned  to  fly. 

Hart  has  said  that  he  wanted  to 
be  able  to  tell  his  side  of  the  story 
and  preserve  his  reputation  instead 
of  WWE  blasting  and  smearing  his 
image.  What  originally  was  going 
to  be  an  anti-Bret  Hart  DVD  is  one 
of  the  greatest  DVD  sets  WWE  has 
released,  truly  deserving  of  its  title: 
The  Best. 


‘Rent’  lacks  dialogue  but 
captures  Broadway  spirit 


Rating  Key 

> > It's  A 

Wonderful  Life 
K x tk  A Christmas 
Story 

‘fc.  fc  Jingle  All  the  Way 
* Santa  Claus 
Conquers  the  Martians 
NO  STARS  Surviving 


Production  Manager 

How  does  one  measure  a year? 
"In  daylights?  In  sunsets?  In  mid- 
nights? In  cups  of  coffee?  In  inches? 
In  miles?  In  laughter  and  strife?  In 
five  hundred,  twenty-live  thousand 
six  hundred  minutes?" 

The  answer  to  all  those  ques- 
tions is  portrayed  by  the  now  big- 
screen  cast  of  the  musical  Rent,  and 
in  my  opinion,  the  questions  are 
answered  quite  well. 

The  original  Broadway  script 
was  written  by  Jonathan  Larson.  His 
big  dream  was  to  see  Rent  hit  the 
Broadway  stage.  The  show  was 
brought  to  New  York  in  1994  at  the 
New  York  Theatre  Workshop.  It  was 
worked  on  and  perfected  there,  and 
in  1996,  it  was  finally  ready  to  be 
brought  to  Broadway. 

Soon  before  it  hit  the  stage, 
Larson  collapsed  in  his  apartment 
and  died  from  aortic  aneurysm.  But 
his  dream  did  continue,  and  Rent 
opened  on  Broadway  at  the 
Nederlander  Theater  on  April  29, 
1996. 

Now,  allowing  Larson’s  dream 
to  live  on  even  further.  Rent  hit 
movie  theatres  on  Nov,  2 1 , 


RUNT 


Rated  PG-13  (for  mature 


thematic  material  involving 
drugs  and  sexuality,  and  for 
some  strong  language) 

Columbus 

Starring:  Rosario  Dawson, 
Jesse  L.  Martin,  7 aye  Diggs, 
Anthony  Rapp 
Running  time:  US  minutes 


Now  playing  in  local 
theaters 

For  the  most  part,  the  movie 
sticks  to  the  original  Broudway 
script.  Some  songs,  such  as  “Con- 
tact" (a  song  about  sex  and  AIDS) 
from  the  original  production,  were 
cut.  Some  musical  interludes  were 
also  absent  to  create  places  for  dia- 
logue. Even  so,  most  of  the  show  is 
in  song  and  dunce.  There  is  very 
little  dialogue,  and  to  someone  like 
me  with  a musical  background,  it 

See  RENT  on  page  1 0 


Photo  courtesy  ot  Columbia  Plcturos 

t ot  Rent  performs  a musical  number  In  tho  Him  version  of  tho 
Broadway  hit. 
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‘Goblet  of  Fire’  keeps  up  the  great 
wizardry  of  the  Potter  franchise 


■I'iMlfeiijjiKM 

Entertainment  Writer 

Director  Chris  Columbus  first 
brought  Hurry  Potter  to  the  big 
screen  in  2001  with  The  Sorcerer's 
Slone  and  directed  the  first  sequel. 
The  Chamber  of  Secrets,  Sure,  the 
movies  were  great,  but  Columbus 
directed  Home  Alone  and  Mrs. 
Doublfire,  for  Pete's  sake.  Certainly 
not  any  films  to  threaten  Citizen 
Kane  or  Gone  with  the  Wind  as 
some  of  the'  greatest  American  mov- 
ies. 

Last  year,  Alfonso  Cuar6n 
raised  the  bar  for  the  franchise  with 
Prisoner  of  Azkaban.  Now  Mike 
Newell  brings  J.K.  Rowling’s  fourth 
Potter  book  to  fruition  in  great 
splendor. 

Hurry  Potter  (Daniel  Radcliffc) 
is  going  through  radical  changes  in 
his  fourth  year  at  Hogwart’s.  His 
friendships  with  Ron  Weasley 
(Rupert  Grint)  and  Hcrmione 
Granger  (Emma  Watson)  are  frag- 
ile as  tensions  rise  between  the  three 
when  those  lovely  teenage  chemi- 
cals called  hormones  kick  in. 

With  the  hormones  coursing 
through  him,  Harry  is  smitten  with 
a fellow  student  named  Cho  Chang 
(Katie  Leung).  And  to  top  that  all 
off,  Harry  is  involuntarily  chosen  to 
participate  in  the  Hog  wart ’s-hosted 
Triwizard  Tournament,  which  has 
representatives  from  three  wizard 
schools  to  compete  in  three  danger- 
ous challenges.  The  rules  require 
participants  to  be  at  least  17  years 
of  age;  Harry  is  14.  He  claims  he 
did  not  put  his  nume  in  the  Goblet 
of  Fire,  which  is  a mystical  object 
that  chooses  what  is  supposed  to  be 
three  participants  in  the  tournament. 
But  the  Goblet  chooses  Hany  as  the 
fourth. 

And  isn’t  it  ironic  that  Harry  is 
having  pains  lately  on  the  scar  on 
his  forehead  that  came  from  a bolt 
by  the  wand  of  Hc-Who-Must-Not- 
Be-Namcd.  Yes,  Lord  Voldemort 
(Ralph  Fiennes)  is  at  it  again,  this 
time  using  his  followers,  known  as 
the  Death  Eaten*,  to  terrorize  and 
mark  his  return  as  flesh  and  blood. 

Newell,  the  first  Brit  to  direct 
a Potter  film,  has  never  really  di- 
rected a film  of  this  magnitude  or 
as  dark  and  heavy.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Donnie  Brasco , Newell  is 
used  to  much  lighter  fare  with  Four 
Weddings  and  a Funeral  and  Push- 
ing Tin.  He  does,  however,  continue 
the  dark  and  foreboding  atmosphere 
that  was  won  so  brilliantly  by 


x K x *, 

Rated  PO- 1 ( for  sequences 


of  fantasy  violence  and 
frightening  images) 
Directed  by:  Mike  Newell 


Photo  courtt 

Hermlone  Granger  (Emma  Watson,  left)  and  Ron  Weasley  (Rupert  Grint, 
standing)  show  that  friendship  trumps  all  with  Harry  Potter  (Daniel 
Radcllffe)  In  Harry  Potter  & the  Goblet  of  Fire. 

Cuardn  last  summer.  Strange  how 
becoming  teenagers  and  starting  to 
view  the  opposite  sex  in  a different 
way  can  really  change  a film 
franchise’s  direction.  I guess  that’s 
expected  when  the  characters  are 
kids.  Although  I've  not  read  the 
books,  I’m  pretty  sure  Rowling  ex- 
pertly did  exemplify  the  trials  of 
leenagedom  in  the  novels.  At  least 
on  film,  thanks  to  Newell,  the  same 
applies: 

The  performances,  like  the 
characters  the  actors  play,  grow  up 
as  well.  Radcliffe,  Grint  and  Watson 
have  all  shown  particular  talent  in 
the  previous  films.  As  young  adults, 
they  portray  their  characters  to  a tee. 

Finncs,  albeit  unrecognizable, 
is  devilishly  fun  to  watch  play  the 
most  evil  founder  of  Hogwart’s. 

Although  it’s  brief,  Finnes’  perfor- 
mance is  a huge  highlight. 

There  is,  however,  one  better 
performance.  It  seems  that  for  me 
to  like  a character  in  the  Potter  films, 
they  must  be  supporting  and  excep- 
tionally delightful  in  their  roles,  as 
it  they  blur  the  line  for  actors  be- 
tween “work"  and  "play.” 

In  Sorcerer’s  Stone,  it  was 
Robbie  Coltraine’s  funny  yet  en- 
dearing turn  as  Hagrid.  In  Cham- 
ber of  Secrets,  it  was  Kenneth 
Branagh’s  hilarious  performance  as 


Starring:  Daniel  Radcliffe, 
Emma  Watson.  Rupert 
Grint,  Maggie  Smith,  Alan 
Rickman,  Robbie  Coltrane, 
Michael  Gambon,  Brendan 
Gleeson 

Running  time:  154  minutes 


rnoio  courtesy  ol  Warner  Bros.  Pictures 

s "Madeye"  Moody  In  Harry  Potter  & the  Goblet  of  Fire. 


Now  playing  in  local 
theaters 

the  cocky,  new  Defense  Against  the 
Dark  Arts  teacher  Gilderoy 
Lockhart.  In  Prisoner  of  Azkaban, 
it  was  the  title  character— Sirius 
Black— that  connected  more  on  an 
emotional  level,  played  by  iiber-act- 
ing  god  Gary  Oldman.  This  time 
around,  its  new  Defense  Against  the 
Dark  Arts  teacher  Alastor 
’Mad-Eyc’  Moody,  played  to  bril- 
liant perfection  by  Brendan 
Gleeson. 

Gleeson  ( Gangs  of  New  York, 
The  Village,  28  Days  Later ) is 
somewhat  over-the-top,  but  that  is 
to  be  expected  from  a character  with 
a metal  fake  leg  and  prosthetic  eye- 
ball. It  was  delightful  to  see  so  much 
energy  be  put  into  a character  that, 
in  turn,  injects  more  life  and  energy 
into  the  franchise. 

Goblet  of  Fire  definitely  earns 
the  franchise’s  first  PG-13  rating, 
with  its  language  more  fit  for  teen- 
agers who  hate  their  friends  but 
don’t  really  hate  them.  Get  it?  So 
don’t  say  you  were  not  warned. 

Goblet  of  Fire  is  a film  that 
shows  that  kids,  even  wizard  ones, 
grow  up,  and  so  do  the  films  that 
magnificently  personify,  in  the  wiz- 
ardry of  film,  what  its  like  being  a 
hormone  factory  with  a magic 
wand. 


WWE’s  Eddie  Guerrero  dies 


msa 

Entertainment  Wnter 

World  Wrestling  Entertain- 
| ment  superstar  Eddie  Guerrero  was 
■ found  dead  on  Nov.  1 3 in  his  hotel 
I room  in  Minneapolis.  Minn.  He 
was  38. 

His  death  was  attributed  to 
heart  failure,  according  to  his  wife. 
Vickie.  Guerrero  had  battled  addic- 
tion to  alcohol  and  painkillers.  He 
returned  lo  WWE  following  a long 
absence  to  deal  with  the  personal 
issues. 

According  to  Guerrero’s 
nephew,  fellow  superstar  Chavo 
Guerrero.  Guerrero  had  become  a 
born-again  Christian  and  had  been 
sober  for  four  years. 

WWE’s  two  shows  for  that 
week,  RAW  on  the  USA  cable  net- 
work and  Smackdown!  on  UPN. 
were  tribute  shows  to  Guerrero. 

Guerrero's  death  drew  shock 
from  the  professional  wrestling  in- 
dustry, especially  those  part  of 
WWE,  including  Chris  Benoit, 
Guerrero's  friend  for  over  1 6 years. 
Guerrero  came  out  to  the  ring  at 
Wrestlemania  XX  to  celebrate 
Benoit's  World  Championship  win. 
They  hugged,  cried  and  were  show- 
ered with  confetti. 

On  the  RAW  tribute  show, 
WWE  superstar  Shawn  Michaels, 
a fellow  born-again  Christian, 


Photo  courtesy  of  WWE 

Eddie  Guerrero 


spoke  about  how  they  never  com- 
peted in  the  ring  but  shared  their  pas- 
sion for  faith. 

On  Feb.  15,  2004,  Guerrero 
became  the  first  Mexican-born 
WWE  Champion  at  the  No  Way  Out 
pay-per-view.  Fans,  friends  and  fel- 
low superstars  celebrated  Guerrero's 
triumphant  victory,  including  WWE 
Chairman  Vince  McMahon  hugging 
Guerrero  following  the  win. 

On  the  day  of  his  death, 
Guerrero  was  scheduled  for  a 
Smackdown!  taping  where  he  was 
to  compete  in  a triple  threat  match 
against  Randy  Orton  and  World 
Champion  Batista.  It  was  believed 
by  many  prq  wrestling  insiders  that 
Guerrero  was  tapped  to  defeat 
Batista,  who  was  scheduled  for  sur- 
gery on  a shoulder  injury,  and  begin 
a second  run  as  champion. 

Guerrero  is  survived  by  his  wife 
Vickie  and  daughters  Shaul,  14, 
Sherilyn,  9,  and  Kaylie  Marie,  3. 


RENT  continued  from  page  9 


can  be  very  enjoyable.  But  to  some- 
one that  really  doesn’t  fall  for  the 
thrill  of  a musical  production,  the 
movie  can  be  quite  bland  and  re- 
dundant. 

The  show  is  also  one  of  the 
first  mainstream  musicals  to  deal 
with  the  lives  of  persons  living  with 
the  AIDS  and  the  HIV  virus,  includ- 
ing both  gay  and  straight  couples. 

Overall,  I truly  did  enjoy  the 


film  but  can  see  where  some  would 
be  left  behind. 

As  the  characters  go  about  their 
lives  through  a testing  year,  the  one, 
thing  they  realize  is  that  the  only 
thing  a year  can  truly  be  measured 
in  is  love,  and  I really  did  love  the 
show.  This  film  has  great  acting, 
costuming,  and  scenery  but  lacks 
good  dialogue. 
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"The  day  I started  taking  advantage 
of  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn®  Program 
they  took  care  of  everything.  All  the 
fees/  all  the  books  and  I definitely 
recommend  UPS." 


UPS  salutes  Jacob  and  his  intelligent 
solution  to  furthering  his  education. 

Considering  everything  that  a college  student  has  to  pay 
for,  you  might  want  to  consider  a part-time  job  with  UPS, 
which  provides  a nice  paycheck  and  benefits.  Qualify  for 
our  Earn  and  Learn"'  Program,  and  you'll  also  receive  help 
with  your  education-related  expenses. 

Learn  more  about  Part-Time  Package  Handler  opportunities 
at  the  UPS  Hodgkins  Facility  (1-55  & 1-294  • South  Suburbs) 
and  the  UPS  Earn  and  Learn  Program  offered  through 
Joliet  Junior  College  today!  Please  contact  Essence  Brass  at: 

708-670-4637  or  visit: 

www.upsjobs.com/chicago 
Access  Code:  3306 


TOUET 
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Jacob  Sulwer 

School:  Joliet  Junior  College 
Major:  Electrical  Engineering 
Job:  Part-Time  Supervisor  at  UPS 
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Earn  . 

. and 

Learn 

Student  Financial 
Assistance  Package 


Get  as  much  as 
$23,000*  in  College 

Financial  Assistance 


‘Program  guidelines  apply 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer 
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Stuff  happenin’  at  JuCo 


Above,  students  and  campus  visitors  gather  In  the  A- 
concourse  lor  the  Agriculture  Horticulture  and 
Veterinarian  Open  House  on  Nov.  16.  Top  right,  Jerry 
Gallfgar  displays  his  handmade  jewelry  during  the  JJC 
metalsmithing  class'  holiday  jewelry  sale  in  the  cafeteria 
on  Nov.  17.  Bottom  right,  pianist  Jeremy  Rafal  performs  in 
the  Fine  Arts  Theater  in  the  Musica  Viva  concert  on  Nov. 
20.  Below,  Phi  Theta  Kappa  Vice  President  Gail  Metta,  left, 
and  Finance  Officer  Mary  Lou  Stonitsch  take  notes  during 
a meeting  on  the  bridge  on  Nov.  17. 


All  photos  by  Xavier  Duran 
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Because  transfer  students  are  EIU,  too! 

To  team  more  about  why  Eastern  Illinois  Urwersity  s the  pertect  place  to  contteue  you 
education,  call  our  Transfer  Relations  office  today  ai  (800)  252-571 1,  or  vst  us  on  the 

Web  at  www.eiu.edu/~transfer  You  ! be  glad  you  did. 

Eastern  Illinois  University  ' 

600  Lincoln  Avenue,  Charlcsm.  lOinoo  6 1 920 


Eastern  is  senous  about  our  commitment  lo  transfer  students  - you  make  up  35  percent  of  our  student 
population!  So,  you  give  us  the  next  couple  ol  years,  and  we'B  give  you  a life.  While  you’re  here,  you'll  gel 
an  education  from  a faculty  who  take  their  part  ol  the  commitment  very  senousfy.  Plus,  you'll  get  friends 
and  dubs  and  an  incredtole  start  on  your  successful  future. 


Here's  a short  list  of  what  Eastern  offers: 

• fu«  acceptance  of  the  in  nots  Articulation  Initiative  and  the  associate  in  arts  (AA),  associate  in  line  arts  (AFA), 
associate  in  science  (AS)  and  associate  in  science  and  arts  (ASA)  degrees 

an  average  class  size  of  22  students 
• Courses  taught  by  faculty  committed  to  student  success 

• One  ol  America's  Best  Colleges  as  reported  for  the  fifth  straight  year  by  U.S.News  & World  Report 


* 
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Major 

Business 

Elmhurst 


You'll  find  the  complete  package.  We  offer  you  a personal,  powerful  education 
designed  for  tomorrow's  business  leaders— at  one  of  the  best  liberal  arts 
colleges  in  the  Midwest.  In  small  classes,  you'll  work  face  to  face  with  professors 
who’ve  served  as  corporate  strategists,  technology  experts,  and  Fulbright 
scholars.  You'll  conduct  actual  market  research  and  gain  real-world  experience- 
long  before  you  graduate.  And  you'll  prepare  for  real  leadership  in  the  new 
global  world  of  business  and  society. 


^ Elmhurst  College 


Contact  us! 

190  Prospect  Avenue 
Elmhurst,  Illinois  60126 

(630)  617-3400 
www.elmhurst.edu 


Get  real. 

Our  first-rate  internship  program 
offers  you  opportunities  to  gain 
not  only  real-world  experience 


Go  far. 

You’ll  enjoy  unlimited  access  to 
field  experiences  throughout  the 
Chicago  area.  You’ll  work  with 
major  international  corporations 
through  our  Hardin  Institute  for 
Market  Research.  You  can  even 
study  abroad  and  see  first-hand 
how  business  is  conducted  in 
Turkey,  Russia,  Morocco,  Costa 
Rica,  or  on  the  Pacific  Rim. 


Majors  in  Business 

• Accounting 

• Business  Administration 

• Economics 

• Finance 

• International  Business 

• Logistics  & Transportation 
Management 

• Management 

• Marketing 

• Music  Business 


For  students  24  and  up. 

Adult  learners  come  to  class 
already  well  equipped  with  skills, 
knowledge,  and  experience. 
Elmhurst  gives  credit  where  credit 
is  due.  You  can  earn  up  to  32 
semester  hours  for  significant 
learning  beyond  the  classroom. 
And  you  can  major  in  one  of  our 
fast-track  programs,  such  as  the 
Elmhurst  Management  Program, 
Managerial  Communication,  and 
Information  Technology. 


A Top  10  college. 

It’s  official:  Elmhurst  College  is 
among  the  best  in  the  Midwest. 
Check  out  “America’s  Best 
Colleges  2006,”  the  influential 
study  by  U.S.News  & World 
Report.  For  the  third  year  in  a 
row,  Elmhurst  College  ranks 
among  the  top  10  comprehen- 
sive colleges  in  the  Midwest, 
according  to  the  survey-and  it’s 
the  only  college  in  Illinois  to 
appear  in  the  top  10  in  this  cate- 
gory. Elmhurst  also  appears  in 
the  Princeton  Review 's  most 
recent  list  of  top  colleges  in  the 
Midwest,  earning  especially  high 
marks  for  financial  aid  offerings, 
faculty,  and  quality  of  life. 


but  also  course  credit.  Selected 
sites  include  Allstate,  AT&T, 
Fifth  Third  Bank,  IBM,  Kceblcr, 
Marriott,  Merrill  Lynch, 

Minolta,  Motorola,  Smith 
Barney,  and  United  Airlines. 
And  through  our  unique  Small 
Business  Institute,  you’ll  plunge 
into  the  process  of  solving 
authentic  business  problems. 
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yemi’s 


Adevemi  Odetunde 


It's  another  month  of  NBA  bas- 
ketball, and  except  for  the  number- 
one  spot,  everything  else  in  the  bas- 
ketball world  is  upside  down.  Much 
has  changed  in  the  last  three  weeks. 
Last  week's  number  two  and  num- 
ber six  are  non-existent,  and  Utah 
is  close  but  doesn't  fill  the  seats. 
But  never  fear,  Dallas  and  Detroit 
faithful;  the  top  two  spots  are  pre- 
reserved. To  those  fans  of  Miami, 
sorry  about  the  bad  news,  and 
remember. . .don’t  kill  me.  I’m  just 
the  messenger. 

But  without  further  adieu,  here 
come  the  six's  rankings,  as  crooked 
as  Nixon  and  as  bizarre  as  one  of 
those  Salvador  Dali  paintings... 

1.  Detroit  Pistons 

That’s  right.  Detroit.  Again.  It’s 
true  that  there  is  not  a number  lone- 
lier than  the  number  I,  and  until 
Detroit  ( 1 3-2)  fails  to  play  with  the 
team  cohesion  that  has  made  them 
almost  legendary,  the  lonely  top  is 
where  they  will  stay.  Their  selfless 
play  and  strict  defense  bleeds  other 
NB  A teams  of  championship  hopes. 
End  of  story.  Okay.  okay,  maybe  if 
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NBA  Killer  Six 


there  is  a major  earthquake  that  de- 
stroys Detroit.  But  not  until  then. 

2.  Dallas  Mavericks 

Dallas's  bench  is  deeper  than 
the  ocean,  and  any  starting  five  with 
Jerry  Stackhouse.  Dirk  Nowit/.ki 
and  Josh  Howard  is  bound  to  be  in 
the  top  five.  Dallas  has  a genuine 
chance  to  top  the  west,  proven  by 
their  37-point  rout  of  Detroit  and  a 
13-point  rout  of  Miami.  Howard 
leads  a talented  team  of  offensive 


Antonio. . .we’re  going  to  need  you 
to  pick  up  your  third  rale  bronze 
trophy... thank  you. 

4.  Memphis  Grizzlies 

Number  four  goes  to  Memphis, 
a team  that  routed  the  number  two 
spot . . Dallas.  Sorry,  fellas  (Miami). 
. the  bakery  is  closed.  Because  of 
Pau  Gasol,  Damon  Stoudamire  and 
rookie  Hakim  Warrick,  Memphis 
(12-5)  "pack  more  heat  than  the 
oven  door."  Thanks,  Jay-Z. 


Last  issue’s  RanRSiGs 

1 . Detroit  Pistons 

2.  Indiana  Pacers 

3.  San  Antonio  Spurs 

4.  Phoenix  Suns 

5.  Utah  Jazz 

6.  Miami  Heat 


5.  Phoenix  Suns 

Phoenix  drops  from  the  fourth 
spot  to  number  5 only  because 
Memphis  has  played  so  well.  Phoe- 
nix still  boasts  last  year's  MVP. 
Steve  Nash,  who  is  averaging  a 
double-double  this  season  (18.7 
ppg,  10.7  apg),  and  a supporting 
cast  that  averages  102.3  ppg.  If  for- 
ward Amare  Stoudamire  were 
healthy,  the  Suns  would  have  a firm 
grasp  on  number  two. 


scorers  able  to  score  over  a hundred, 
game  after  game.  Sorry,  San  Anto- 
nio. maybe  next  time. 

3.  San  Antonio  Spurs 

San  Antonio  remains  at  the 
three  spot,  and  for  good  reason. 
After  being  spanked  by  Chicago  in 
a problematic  fourth  quarter,  they 
dropped  to  13-3.  They  still  possess 
a virtually  perfect  offense,  but  they 
sleep  defensively.  So,  San 


6.  Chicago  Bulls 

Last  but  not  least,  Chicago 
brings  up  the  rear.  Why?  First, 
they're  the  Bulls  and  I said  so.  Two, 
they  knocked  off  San  Antonio  in  a 
game  that  proved  more  than  just 
luck.  This  year’s  Bulls  squad  lacks 
the  dominance  of  their  predeces- 
sors, but  has  millions  and  millions 
of  miles  of  heart  to  run  on.  Have  a 
problem? Take  it  up  with  M.J.,  Den- 
nis, and  Ben. 


LaBuhn  clutch  in  win 

JJC  62,  Danville  Area  CC  61 


Staff  Writer 

Joliet  - On  Saturday.  Dec.  3, 
the  Lady  Wolves  played  host  to  non- 
conference  opponent  Danville 
Community  College,  and  came 
away  with  a big  win  with  some 
clutch  work  from  sophomore  guard 
Stacy  LaBuhn. 

“Danville  is  one  of  the  top  D- 
II  teams  and  extremely  physical,” 
said  head  coach  Tony  Giese.  “We 
have  to  play  well-organized,  run  and 
open  the  floor  up.” 

Early  in  the  first  half,  the  Lady 
Wolves,  7-3,  had  a shaky  start  with 
Danville  jumping  off  6-0.  Shots 
were  just  not  falling  for  the 
ladies.  Frustration  started  showing 
early,  when  passes  were  going  off 
of  players’  heads  and  landing  out  of 
bounds.  With  14:01  remaining  in 
the  first  half,  the  Wolves  were  down 
11-6,  and  before  the  half  was  over, 
the  Wolves  trailed  by  as  many  as 
nine  points. 

With  three  minutes  remaining 
in  the  first  half,  the  Wolves  hit  two 
3-pointers  in  a row  to  cut  the  lead 
to  1.  Despite  trailing  most  of  the 
first  half,  the  Wolves  came  back  to 
even  the  score  at  28-28  at  the  break. 

“We  couldn't  get  it  going  to- 
night, for  some  reason,"  said  Giese. 
“I  didn't  know  what  happened;  (we 
were)  just  really  flat.  We  were  com- 
ing off  a big  win  the  other  night,  and 
coming  out  tonight,  we  just  couldn’t 
get  it  going.  The  kids  really  battled, 
though  — I’ll  give  them  that  much 


credit— and  our  defense  got  it  done 
for  us." 

The  Lady  Wolves  took  their 
first  lead  of  the  game,  30-28,  on 
their  first  possession  of  the  second 
half.  Over  the  next  20  minutes,  the 
game  became  a nail-bitter  because 
neither  team  could  put  the  other 
away.  Finally,  the  Wolves  started  to 
pull  away,  leading  by  6 with  a little 
over  eight  minutes  left  in 
regulation.  As  quickly  as  they 
gained  the  lead,  however,  they  lost 
it.  With  just  over  two  minutes  re- 
maining in  the  contest,  the  Wolves 
were  behind  by  6,  61-55. 

“We  cleaned  things  up  in  the 
second  half,”  said  Giese.  "Our  de- 
fense tightened  up.  We  also  re- 
bounded better.  It  just  seemed  like 
we  couldn’t  get  it  going." 

Just  one  minute  was  left  on  the 
game  clock  when  Erica  Lee  drained 
a 3-pointer  from  the  comer  to  bring 
the  Lady  Wolves  just  1 point  down 
from  Danville.  Erica  Lee  made  a 
three-pointer  after  receiving  a pass 
from  LaBuhn.  The  shot  was  negated 
by  a whistle  on  a Danville  player 
fouling  LaBuhn  on  die  pass. 

With  45  ticks  left  on  the  clock, 
LaBuhn  stepped  to  the  free-throw 
line  with  a 1-and-l  opportunity 
while  down  by  1,  61-60.  LaBuhn 
connected  on  both  of  the  free  throws 
to  put  the  Lady  Wolves  ahead.  62- 
61. 

See  LADY  WOLVES 
on  page  15 


I CAN  LEARN  I CAN  BECOME 

FROM  EXPERTS.  AN  EXPERT. 


Our  faculty  members  have  long  been  leaders  in  their  respective  fields— business, 
psychology,  communications,  graphic  design  and  more.  They're  also  committed 
to  helping  you  prepare  for  your  own  satisfying  and  successful  career.  There's  a 
lot  you  want  to  do  in  life.  With  a great  education  from  Dominican,  you  can. 

Learn  more  about  our  majors,  campuses,  and  great  value  by  contacting  us  at 
708-524-6800  or  domadmis@dom.edu. 


708-524-6800 
708-524-6864  (fax) 

7900  West  Division  Street 
River  Forest.  1L  60305 


DOMINICAN 

UNIVERSITY 

www.ican.dom.edu 


DOMINICAN. 


be  accountable 


College  of  Business 

We  otter  some  ot  Roosevelt  s most  popular  under- 
graduate degree  programs  including  accounting 
finance,  human  resource  management,  marketing, 
management,  and  risk  management  and  insurance. 
Call  today  to  team  more  1-877-APPLY  RU 


Roosevelt  UniTerstiy 

Chicago  - Sen.' 
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Athletes  In  their  own  words 


JJC  Women's  Basketball 

I have  played  basketball  from 
third  grade  until  now  and  experi- 
enced all  types  of  different 
coaches.  My  junior  high  school 
had  a coach  who  was  nice.  “Nice" 
is  not  a vocabulary  word  in  the 
book  of  basketball.  How  is  a player 
supposed  to  move  forward  or  im- 
prove if  there  is  no  one  pushing 
them  or  challenging  them? 

My  high  school  year.  I had  a 
coach  who  had  her  favorites  — I 


was  not  one.  Our  team  did  not  win 
many  games,  and  we  never  got 
along.  I could  personally  say  that 
was  not  basketball,  but  mom  of  a 
Jerry  Springer  episode. 

This  is  my  second  year  here  at 
JJC  playing  basketball,  and  the 
coaches  here  are  what  the  coaches 
are  supposed  to  be  like. 

Head  coach  Tony  Giesc  is  fair 
with  his  style  of  coaching.  He  gives 
each  player  the  fair  amount  of  play- 
ing time  and  has  no  favorites.  Giese 
is  always  there,  pushing  us  and  chal- 
lenging us  to  do  better— the  way  we 
can  tell  is  when  he  gets  after  us  at 
us  when  we  mess  up.  In  practices, 
he  always  comes  up  with  a new  drill 
to  improve  our  talent. 

For  once.  I have  actually  dis- 
covered what  basketball  is  like.  I've 
experienced  the  hardship  that  comes 


with  the  sport  and  how  a team  is 
supposed  to  work  together  to  win. 

The  assistant  coaches.  Ryan 
Harris  and  Shaun  Sanderson,  have 
been  very  helpful  this  year.  Har- 
ris and  Sanderson  have  the  talent 
to  see  the  court.  They  are  always 
there  to  help  you  when  the  head 
coach  is  busy. 

When  things  gel  heated  in  the 
game.  Harris  and  Sanderson  are 
there  to  cool  it  down  with  cither  a 
plan  or  even  a joke  to  relax  things. 
In  practices,  if  you  huve  n ques- 
tion but  are  afraid  to  ask  out  loud, 
you  can  always  take  it  to  them  for 
help. 

1 just  want  to  thank  the 
coaches  here  fora  great  two  years. 
Through  these  coaches,  I was  able 
to  experience  the  real  meaning  of 
basketball. 


LADY  WOLVES  continued  from  page  14 


“It's  just  something  you  have 
to  do,”  said  LaBuhn.  “The  pressure 
really  didn’t  affect  me;  our  outside 
shots  weren't  falling,  so  coach  told 
us  to  take  it  in,  and  I took  it  in  and 
got  myself  to  the  line.” 

The  Lady  Wolves'  leading 
scorer  was  Erica  Lee  with  20  points, 
followed  Meaghan  Price  and 


Heather  Graefnitz  with  10  each. 

“We  did  play  according  to  our 
game  plan,  but  we  did  everything 
at  half  speed,"  said  Giese.  “We  were 
real  sluggish." 

This  win  puts  them  on  a two- 
game  winning  streak,  because  on 
Thursday,  Dec.  1 , the  Lady  Wolves 
defeated  Waubonsee  Community 


College  by  the  score  of  86-58. 
Leading  the  Wolves  in  that  game 
was  Stacy  LaBuhn  with  25  points 
and  9 assits.  Heather  Graefnitz 
added  18  points  and  Deanna 
Tidwell  and  Meaghan  Price  put  up 
9 each. 

The  Lady  Wolves  continue 
their  home  stand  on  Dec.  8 at  5 p.m. 


UPCOMING  WOMEN’S  BASKETBALL 
HOME  GAMES 


Dec.  8 - Prairie  State  College,  5 p.m. 


Jan.  14  - Moraine  Valley  CC,  5 p.m. 


Jan.  12  - Millikin  Univerity  JV,  5 p.m.  Jan.  17  - Triton  College,  5 p.m. 


WOLVES  continued 
from  page  16 

McGee  struggled  early  in  the 
;ame  but  stepped  up  his  intensity 
evel  in  the  second  half. 

The  Lancers  bigger  lineup  was 
ead  by  LaChawn  Anderson,  who 
;cored  1 7 in  the  game,  and  Dionte 
Dolly  who  scored  12  in  the  nail 
liter.  The  Wolves  entered  the  sec- 
md  half  with  a five  point 

As  a team  the  Wolves  struggled 
it  times  with  the  press  defense  the 
-ancers  were  playing.  Offense  at 
:s  was  hard  to  find.  The  Wolves 
touch  from  three  point  range 
wore  off  and  the  Lancers  managed 
o gain  a 6-point  advantage  in  the 
econd  half. 

The  Wolves  dominated  the  last 
wo  minutes  with  stifling  defense, 
ed  by  Larry  McGee,  who  earned 
lis  seventh  double-double  of  the 
ieason  scoring  14  points  and  puli- 
ng down  10  rebounds. 

Freshman  guard  Oscar  Murphy 
.•hipped  ir.  21  points  , and  6'4  dual 
;port  standout  Anthony  Clark  (who 
ilso  plays  football)  added  an  offen- 
ive  spark  to  the  Wolves  all  game 
ong. 

The  Wolves  have  had  success 
igainst  Division  II  teams  this  year, 
laving  beaten  Elgin  twice. 

The  Wolves  will  play  Lake 
Michigan  College  (Benton  Harbor, 
vlich.)  at  home  Thursday  Dec.  8. 
rip-off  is  scheduled  at  7 p.m. 


Photo  by  Michael  DiNovo 

Joliet  forward  Will  Stephenson  goes  for  2 of  his  13  points  against  the 
University  of  St  Francis  JV  team  In  the  first  game  fo  the  JJC  Thanksgiving 
Tournament  JJC  hosted  the  tournament  Nov.  25-26.  See  Scoreboard  for 
full  tournament  coverage. 


UPCOMING  MEN’S  BASKETBALL 
HOME  GAMES 

Dec.  8 - Lake  Michigan  College,  7 p.m.  Jan.  14  - Robert  Morris  College  JV,  7 p.m. 


Jan.  13  - Cedar  Valley  College,  7 p.m. 


Jan.  17  - Triton  College,  7 p.m. 


Scoreboard 


FOOTBALL 


6-6  4-4  201  240  500 


Nov.  20  - GRAPHIC  EDGE 
PRINTING  BOWL 


North  Dakota  Slate  College  of 
Science  35,  JJC  10 
CEDAR  FALLS.  IOWA  - The 
Joliet  Junior  College  footbull 
team  fell  to  North  Dakota  State 
College  of  Science  by  u score  of 
35-10  in  the  Graphic  Edge 
Bowl  Game  held  at  (he 
University  of  Northern  Iowa. 
The  first  score  for  JJC  was  a 
relumed  PAT.  The  lust  score  for 
JJC  was  late  in  the  game  on  a 
Henry  Ogunjimi  3 yard 
touchdown  run.  "They 
outplayed  us,  and  they  were  the 
better  team  today,”  said  head 
couch  Bob  MacDougall.  JJC 
finishes  the  season  with  a 6-6 
overall  record  and  a 4-4 
Midwest  Football  Conference 
record. 

MEN’S 

BASKETBALL 

RECORD  N4C  RANK 


Nov.  26  - JJC 

THANKSGIVING 

TOURNAMENT 

JJC  121,  Black  Hawk  College 
116 

JOLIET  - The  JJC  men’s 
buskctbull  team  defeuted  Black 
Hawk  College  in  a thrilling  121 
1 16  win  to  claim  the  Joliet 
Junior  College  Thanksgiving 
Tournament  Championship.  JJC 
was  led  by  Will  Stephenson 
with  34  points.  Chris  Buchanan 
scored  23  points,  while  Joe 
Jimenez  finished  with  16  points. 
Larry  McGee  added  14  points. 
"I  though  our  defense  really  did 
a tremendous  job  of  never 
giving  the  clean  looks,"  Coach 
Joe  Kuhn  said.  “I  though  our 
kids  were  very  poised  and 
played  smart." 

Nov.  25  - JJC 

THANKSGIVING 

TOURNAMENT 

EIKSIHOL'MJ 

JJC  65,  University  of  St. 

Francis  JV  58 


JOLIET  - The  JJC  men's 
basketball  leum  defeuted 
University  of  St.  Francis  JV  in 
the  first  round  of  the  Joliet 
Junior  College  Thanksgiving 
Tournament  by  a score  of  65- 
58.  Leading  the  way  for  the 
Wolves  was  Chris  Buchanan 
with  20  points  and  Larry 
McGee  with  18  points  and  13 
rebounds.  Will  Stephenson 
finished  with  13  points.  “I 
relieve  this  is  a belter  defensive 
team  than  we’ve  had  in  recent 
years,"  Coach  Joe  Kuhn  said. 
‘We’re  just  a physically  strong 
group." 

Nov.  19 -JJC  64.  Morton 
College  52 


Nov.  18  - JJC  75,  Elgin  CC  72 
Nov.  15  - JJC  73,  Elgin  CC  63 


WOMEN’S 

BASKETBALL 


RECORD  N4C  RANK 


NOV.  26  - JJC 

THANKSGIVING 

TOURNAMENT 


College  of  I .nke  County  67, 
JJC  61 

JOLIET  - JJC’s  women's 
basketball  teum  was  defeated  by 
the  College  of  Lake  County  in 
the  championship  game  of  the 
Joliet  Junior  College 
Thanksgiving  Tournament  by  a 
score  of  67-61 . The  Lady 
Wolves  were  led  by  Heather 
Graefnitz  with  15  points  and 
Ericu  Lee  with  13  points  and  8 
rebounds.  Meaghan  Price 
scored  9 points  and  hail  a team- 
high  9 rebounds,  while  Slucy 
LaBuhn  finished  with  8 points 
and  5 assists.  Kim  Ferguson 
pulled  down  9 rebounds.  "It  was 
one  of  those  nights  where  the 
ball  just  wouldn't  go  down," 
Couch  Tony  Giese  suid.  “You 
huve  to  credit  Lake  County's 
defense." 

Nov.  25  - JJC 

THANKSGIVING 

TOURNAMENT 

1 IRS  1 ROUND 

JJC  70,  Morton  College  29 

JOLIET  - The  JJC  women’s 
busketbull  team  defeated 
Morton  College  in  the  first 
round  of  the  Joliet  Junior 
College  Thunksgiving 
Tournament  by  a score  of  70- 
29.  Leading  the  way  for  the 
Lady  Wolves  were  Erica  l-ce 
with  19  points  and  lleuther 
Graefnitz  with  18  points.  Stacy 
LaBuhn  finished  with  1 1 points 
und  dished  out  u team-high  1 1 
assists.  Meaghan  Price  added  10 
points.  Kim  Ferguson  und  Kim 
Wingfield  shared  the 
rebounding  duty  with  6 each. 
“The  kids  really  seem  to  get 
what  we’re  trying  to  do 
defensively,"  Coach  Tony  Giese 
said.  “The  communication  has 
been  really  good." 

Nov.  19  - JJC  79,  Moraine 
Valley  CC  63 

Nov.  15  - JJC  86,  Elgin  CC  71 


For  more 
information,  visit 
www.jjc.edu/ 
athletics 


16 


16 


Sports 

December  7,  2005 


Wolves  edge  Lancers  in  thriller 

Fourth  quarter  defense  the  difference 


1 writer 

The  rims  seemed  to  be  as  tight 
as  the  defense  on  Thursday  when 
the  Wolves  improved  their  record 
to  8-1.  Dazzling  defensive  play 
against  division  II  foe  College  of 
Lake  County  highlighted  their  69- 
67  comeback  win.  The  Lancers' 
were  looking  to  continue  their  climb 
in  the  Division  II NJCAA  polls  and 
remain  unbeaten. 


The  Lancers  boasted  a big- 
ger lineup  but  were  kept  back  on 
their  heels  by  an  up-tempo  at 
times  but  sometimes  stagnet 
Wolves'  offense.  The  game  was 
the  Wolves'  third  in  four  days. 

The  Wolves  opened  up  the 
game  hitting  three  consecutive  3- 
pointers  during  a 9-0  run.  The 
Lancers  then  returned  the  favor 
with  strong  rebounding  and  sec- 
ond chance  points  to  make  a run 
of  their  own  to  tie  the  game  9-9. 


When  asked  about  the  affect  of 
the  Lancers  big  men,  JJC  assistant 
coach  Bob  Fredrick  had  some  as- 
suring words  of  encouragement. 

“Their  size  and  the  fact  second 
that  they  were  killing  us  on  the 
boards  forced  us  to  go  to  a big 
lineup  and  play  more  man  to  man. 
The  bigger  lineup  cut  back  on  their 
put  backs.  Larry  (McGee)  getting 
back  his  confidence  really  helped 


See  WOLVES  on  page  15 
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if ?™nd°n  (os'"  ?°“  “P  ,or  > ta»"P  a9«l"St  Division  II  Elgin  Community  College.  The  Wolves  have 
beaten  Elgin  twice  during  their  six  game  win  streak. 
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Congratulations  Coach  Mac! 

The  Blazer  congratulates  Bob  MacDougall  on  his 
outstanding  career  as  a coach  in  the  football  community. 

MacDougall  transformed  JJC’s  football  program  into  one 
of  the  toughest  in  the  nation.  He  produced  many  winning 
seasons  throughout  his  career,  but,  more  importantly,  he 
helped  to  shape  the  futures  of  countless  football  players 
over  the  years,  not  only  as  athletes,  but  as  people. 

We  wish  coach  Mac  all  the  best  in  his  future  endeavors. 
-See  front  page  lor  story- 
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Farewell  to  a legend.. 


Sports  Editor 

In  the  world  of  college  foot-  years  later,  MacDougall 


Detroit  Catholic  League  champi- 
onship in  his  second  season.  He 
then  went  on  to  coach  at  College 
of  DuPage  for  2 1 seasons.  Due 
various  reasons,  the  then-president 
of  College  of  DuPage  cut  football 
from  the  college’s  athletic  pro- 
grams. 

DuPage’s  misfortune  ended 
up  being  JJC’s  gold  mine.  Two 
wel- 
comed with  open  arms  by  JJC  Ath- 


ball,  the  likes  of  Paul  “Bear’ 

Bryant,  Joe  Paterno,  Bo  letic  Director  Wayne  King  Jr.  King 

Schembechler  and  dare  I say  it,  had  done  his  homework  and  knew 
Woody  Hayes,  don’t  come  along  that  MacDougall  was  the  guy  he 
that  often.  These  men  are  staples  wanted  to  lead  the  program. 

college  football  history  and  are  MacDougall  coached  JJC  in 
the  topics  of  some  great  trivia  2002  to  its  only  undefeated  season 
questions  and  arguments  in  sports  in  the  school’s  history.  The  foot- 
across  the  nation.  ball  program  had  averaged  four 

Junior  college  football  has  its  wins  per  season  since  1950. 
own  legends  that  permeate  McDougall’s  JJC  coaching  record 
through  the  lesser-known  and  ended  at  48-16  with  a non-schol- 
underappreciated  world  of  this  arship  national  championship  in 
forgotten  level  of  competition.  2001  and  an  overall  national  cham- 
Joe  Paterno,  Bobby  Bowden  pionship  and  number-one  ranking 
and  Lloyd  Carr  are  in  the  news  in  2002.  He  told  me  that  beating 
daily.  They  should  be.  They  have  the  heavy  favorite  Georgia  Military 
accomplished  a lot.  Academy  in  2002  to  win  the  na- 

But  to  most  college  football  tional  championship  was  his  fond- 
fans.  Division  1-A  is  it.  There  is  est  memory  at  JJC. 

such  thing  as  junior  college 
football  to  them. 

This  year,  the  two  winningest 


MacDougall  cited  personal 
reasons  for  his  decision  to  retire. 
At  any  rate,  he  should  be  noth- 
football  coaches  in  junior  college  ing  but  proud  of  his  accomplish- 
football  history  hung  up  the  clip-  ments-which  are  too  long  to  list 
board  after  dedicating  their  lives  here-throughout  his  career, 
to  the  sport  they  love.  In  the  short  time  that  I have 

Harper  College’s  John  known  him,  I have  grown  to  really 
Eliasik,  the  winningest  football  respect  him.  He  was  always  excited 
coach  in  junior  college  history,  about  his  team,  his  coaches  and 
retired  following  his  team’s  loss  planning  for  the  upcoming  oppo- 
to  JJC  in  the  first  round  of  the  nent.  Sometimes,  for  good  reason, 
Midwest  Football  Conference  coaches  avoid  the  media 
playoffs.  He  finished  his  coach-  MacDougall  made  my  job  easier 
ing  career  with  a record  of  248-  by  making  it  a point  to  be  avail- 
121-3.  He  built  the  football  pro-  able  for  an  interview  following  i 
gram  at  Harper  and  coached  there  win  or  a tough  loss.  He  made  my 


for  35  seasons. 

Bob  MacDougall,  head 


job  exciting. 

S thank  him  for  opening  a door 


coach  at  JJC,  decided  to  hang  it  for  me  into  the  world  of  junior  col- 
up  after  an  impressive  222-75  lege  football.  I didn’t  meet  Joe 
record  over  27  seasons  at  the  jun-  Paterno  or  Bo  Schembechler  this 


ior  college  level. 


year,  but  I met  Bob  MacDougall. 


MacDougall  started  his  head-  That  is  perfectly  fine  with  me. 
coaching  career  at  St.  Clements  Congratulations  on  a great 
High  School  in  Detroit,  Mich.  It  career.  Coach  Mac!  The  Blazer 
didn  t take  him  long  to  be  a win-  staff  and  I send  our  best  wishes  to 
Jhere,  earning  the  prestigious  you  as  you  journey  into  retirement. 


Athletes  of  the  Issue 

Will  Stephenson 

Stephenson  was  recently  se- 
lected as  MVP  of  the  JJC  Thanks- 
giving Tournament.  He  has  also 
been  named  to  the  JJC  Thanks- 
giving and  Madison  Tech  Tourna- 
ments All-Tournament  teams.  Av- 
eraging 15  points  and  9 rebounds 
per  game,  the  transfer  from 
Oakton  Community  College  has 
been  a valuable  part  of  the  Wolves 
basketball  team. 

Stacy  LaBuhn 

LaBuhn  made  two  free  throws 
in  the  last  minute  of  the  game  to 
ice  the  Lady  Wolves’ 62-61  victory 
over  Division  II  Danville  Commu- 
nity College  on  Dec.  3.  She  also 
scored  25  points.  (6-8  from  3-point 
range)  and  chipped  in  9 assists  in 
the  Lady  Wolves’  86-58  domina- 
tion of  Waubonsee  College  Dec. 
1 . and  has  averaged  8.5  apg  this 
season. 


